EARLY RETURN OF DEPENDENTS (ERD) PROGRAM

Reference:	(a) Joint Travel Regulations (JTR) Volume 1, Paragraphs U5096
	(b) CG Military Assignments and Authorized Absences, COMDTINST M1000.8A, Chapter 1.H.5
(c) CG Pay Manual, COMDTINST M7220.29B, Chapter 3.G.12

Purpose:  To review and approve a member and/or command-sponsored dependent’s request for early return to CONUS or designated place before the member’s PCS under certain circumstances that are in the Government’s best interest, embarrassing to the U.S., or have an adverse effect on the member’s performance of duty.
Procedures:	A member stationed OCONUS (Outside Continental United States) experiences a situation that in some instances requires his/her command-sponsored dependent(s) to return to the CONUS (Continental United States).  The member submits a request up their Chain of Command using Coast Guard Form CG-2026, OCONUS Early Return of Dependents (ERD) Request for TONO/LOA.  The member’s Command or designated Approving Official (AO) will review the request to ensure it meets the specific JTR reference, endorse it and forward the request via scan/e-mail to ARL-PF-CGPSC-PSDFS-BAH@uscg.mil for final review and/or approval.  The member must review the JTR and cite the appropriate article when submitting their request.

Reasons for making a request as listed in JTR paragraph U5102 are as follows:

1.  Embarrassing to the United States
2.  Prejudicial to the Command's order, morale and discipline
3.  Dependent's safety no longer can be ensured
4.  Disciplinary action taken against the member
5.  Essential medical treatment is neither available at the member's PDS nor readily   
     available in the theater
6.  Reasons such as financial difficulties, marital difficulties, unforeseen family problems
7.  Death or serious illness of a close relative
8.  Situations which have an adverse effect on the member's performance of duty
9.  Lack of acceptable employment opportunities
10. Order for induction into the U.S. Armed Forces
11. Divorce or Annulment
12. Inadequate educational and/or housing facilities. 

Once the member’s request is received at PSC-PSD-FS, it is reviewed in accordance with JTR, Paragraph U5096 to see if the request meets the listed criteria.  Once approved, the request is forwarded to HQS-SMB-DCMS-831-TONO-MGMT@uscg.mil requesting a TONO/LOA, which funds the transportation and HHG shipment of the dependent(s) to a designated place in CONUS or in a non-foreign OCONUS area if the dependent is foreign-born to a designated place in the dependent’s native country.  Once the TONO/LOA is released, it is forwarded to the member's Admin office to be used in preparing the ERD order for the member's dependents.  A copy of the ERD order is forwarded and filed along with the approved CG-2026 to PSC-PSD-FS.  Should a request be disapproved for not meeting the listed criteria in JTR, Paragraph U5096, the member and his/her command will be notified and provided an explanation why the request was denied by PSC-PSD-FS via e-mail.

Additional Information:  The OCONUS Early Return of Dependents Request for TONO/LOA (CG-2026) also serves as the member's request to base Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) on their dependent's new residence location.  The member will continue to receive the housing allowance based on their PDS location if any of their dependents remain at the OCONUS PDS.  PSD-PSC-FS will issue the member a BAH protection memo and send a copy to the SPO.  The member shall be counseled that his or her station allowances will be changed following the government-funded move of dependents and household goods.  

Return of a Dependent to OCONUS Area:  A member may return a dependent at personal expense (at GOV’T expense if the member serves an IPCOT) to the OCONUS location from which the dependent traveled.  If that dependent is again command-sponsored, the member is authorized dependent travel and transportation allowances from the PDS on the subsequent PCS.

Time Limits:  If a member’s request is based on a divorce/annulment, travel under paragraph U5104 must be completed within l year after the final decree of divorce or annulment (as applicable) effective date, or 6 months after the date the member completes personal PCS travel from the OCONUS PDS, whichever occurs first.  Return travel must be accomplished as soon as reasonably possible after the member's travel is completed.  The 6-month time limit may be extended if authorized/approved for not more than 6 additional months by the commanding officer or a designated representative at the duty station at/near which the dependent(s) or former dependent(s) is located.  Authorization/approval must be justified on an individual case basis and only when delay is not merely a matter of personal preference.  The 6-month time limit extension may be granted for reasons such as hospitalization, medical problems, and school year completion, should that require a family member to remain OCONUS past the 6-month limit.  If an extension to the 6-month time limit is authorized/ approved, travel under paragraph U5104 must be completed within 1 year of whichever occurs first:

a. Final decree of divorce or annulment, as applicable effective date; or
b. Date the member completes personal travel from the OCONUS PDS incident to a PCS.

Personnel should refer to JTR paragraph U5096 for guidance and information pertaining to their circumstances before submitting Coast Guard Form CG-2026, OCONUS Early Return of Dependents (ERD) Request for TONO/LOA up their Chain of Command.
