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Promotions &
Awards:

Good Conduct:
Groves, Jeremy, ET2
Kuhlman, Jacob, SK2

Sea Service, 1 year:
Kelly, Stephen, BM1
Medlar, Anthony, EM3
Machus, Brittany, FS2
Salzborn, Drew, MK3
Dunham, Jonathan, OS2
Pama, Blaine, OS2
Douville, Colin, OS3
Thomas, Nicholas, OS3
Gruendler, Casey, OS3
Spinney, Katherine, SNSK

Sea Service, 4 year:
Guimaraes, Pedro, IT1
Truex-White, Makeeya, ET2
Trigg, Justin, FS1

Sea Service, 10 year:
Stephens, David, DCCS

Expert Rifle:
Stilwell, Thomas, BM1

Advancements:
Salzborn, Drew, MK3
Gruendler, Casey, OS3
Navarrete-Narro, Bruna,
FS3

Coast Guard Families Support the

Mission

The president proclaimed
November as Military Fam-
ily Month, calling on all
Americans to honor military
families through private
actions and public service
for the tremendous contri-
butions they make in the
support of our service mem-
bers and our nation. Re-
gardless of birthdays, anni-
versaries, and holidays our
military members must fre-
quently deploy away from
home to execute the mis-
sion. The crew of STRAT-
TON is meeting mission
requirements thanks in
large part to the strong sup-
port they receive from you.
Your support is reflected in

the tireless effort of STRAT-
TON’s exceptional crew.
During the morning of Sep-
tember 2nd, Coast Guard
Cutter STRATTON was offi-
cially accepted by the United
States Coast Guard and
placed In Commission-
Special. Since departing
Mississippi, STRATTON’s
crew has earned the cutter a
certification to conduct
flight operations, conducted

numerous training opera-
tions and drills, stood
watch, and demonstrated
the applicability of the Na-
tional Security Cutter to-
ward Homeland Security
and national mission sets.
Together we are bringing
the Coast Guard’s newest
asset online, training its
crew, and sailing STRAT-
TON home.

Coast Guard SPARS

STRATTON and its crew
have hosted several women
who served in the United
States Coast Guard during
WWII in a reserve unit titled
SPARS. Mrs. Barbara Cha-
chitz visited STRATTON in

Pascagoula. Mrs. Chachitz
was thrilled to see so many
women in uniform and
showed her excitement by
hugging each female crew-
member. Mrs. Chachitz
openly shared her stories

with the crew. Very ani-
mated and full of life, Mrs.
Chachitz explained that she
was one girl of two and her
father had hoped for a son.
One evening, her father re-

(continued on page 2)
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Coast Guard SPARS (continued)

turned home excited with
the forms, already filled out,
and instructed Barbara to
sign the papers. She was to
join the SPARS.

STRATTON bears Captain
Dorothy Stratton’s name in
honor of the trailblazing
women who selflessly gave
of themselves to protect our
freedoms during WWIL.
CAPT Stratton was the Direc-
tor of the United States
Coast Guard Women's Re-
serve, named SPARS, cre-
ated on 23 November 1942 .
The name is an acronym of

the Coast Guard motto:
“Semper Paratus” and its
English translation “Always
Ready.” At
the peak of
Coast
Guard
strength in
late 1944,
one out of
every 15 or
16 enlisted
persons
was a
woman
and one

Community Activities

STRATTON'’s crew has par-
ticipated in several commu-
nity activities including a
duathalon in Mississippi, an
8K run in Alabama, and a
5K run in South Carolina.
These events allow crew-
members to exercise while
interacting with local com-
munities. All members per-
formed well and enjoyed
themselves. However, there
are a few STRATTON ath-
letes of special note: OS3

Colin Douville came in 4th
over-all at the Yak-a-Du
Kayak Duathalon consisting
of a 2 mile run, 2 mile
kayak, 2 mile
run. ENS
Jeff Melville
placed first
in his age
group com-
pleting the
5K in just
over 18 min-
utes! BM1

out of every 12 or 13 officers
was a SPAR officer, the
highest ratio of women-to-
men of any of the armed
services at that

time. Enlisted SPARs
served in thirty different
Coast Guard ratings and
many achieved the distinec-
tion of being promoted to
first class or chief petty offi-
cer in their particular spe-
cialties.

Marika Benggio placed 3rd
in her age group at the
Charleston 5K.
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