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Rescue of the Dutch Cruise Ship Prinsendam October 1980 

By Tony Falcone 

In October 1980, The Dutch Cruise Ship Prinsendam caught fire 130 miles off the coast of Yakutat, Alaska with 519 
passengers and crew on board. Subsequently all passengers and crew were rescued after abandoning the vessel 
without any fatalities or serious injuries and the cruise ship eventually sank after attempts to save her failed. 

The Prinsedam Rescue has been recognized by Coast Guard Historians as second in the ten all-time great rescues 
conducted by the Service since 1790. 



ETC MICHAEL BAKER 
SFC ROGER BEAUCHAMP 
CAPT JEFF BELMONDO 
LESLIE BELMONDO 
AM2 DON BERGER 
SARAH BERGER 
SUSAN BERGER 
ZOE BERGER 
SKC DARYL BERNARD 
ENS A. BISHOP 
GM3 NICHOLAS BOLT 
BMC MATHEW BOWLIN 
LTCOL DAVID BRISKI 
GINGER BRISKI 
CWO JASON BRISSON 
ENS JERRY BROWN 
ENS R. BURNS 
AUREA CAMEROS 
SSC FRED CAMEROS 
ENS S . CLAYTON 
QMCS EUGENE COFFIN 
JANET COFFIN 
JACQUELINE CORCORAN 
CAPT STEPHEN CORCORAN 
CAPT DONNA COTTRELL 
MICHAEL CRESPAN 
ENS JAMES DAWKINS 
ENS JAMEN DESCARTES 
ET2 DAN DEVAUL 
LT JOSEPH DIRENZA 
MICHELLE DOMBROWSKI 
ATl TOBY DOMBROWSKI 
GERRY DONOHOE 
DCl RUSSELL DONOVAN 
ENS GARY EZZO 
CW02 JAQUES FAUR 
CAPT GARY FLATH 
TSGT DENNIS FLORA 
RD3 J IM FRIBERG 
THUY FRIBERG 
J ANE FROST 
ETC JAMES GALBRAITH 
RDC ARTHUR GARCIA 
JOHN GRAHAM 
MALORY GRAHAM 
YNC DIANE GRAYSON 
CDR MI CHAEL GREENWALT 
ENS K. HADLEY 
LTCOL CHUCK HAGADORN 
SANDRA HAGADORN 
KATHY HAMBLETT 
ENS J . HARBISON 
ENS WYATT HARVEY 

2015 PRINSENDAM RESCUE REUNION ATTENDEES 

ETl CHRISTOPHER HAWKS 
OSl ANTHONY HELLERS 
ENS B. HOLLOWAY 
SK2 DAVID HUGHES 
DOMINGA IBASCO 
CW02 VIRGIL IBASCO 
ROSE JACEKS 
YNCS STAN JACEKS 
CDR KEITH JERNIGAN 
MKC ROBERT KESLER 
ANNE KIENITZ 
MKl PIETER KINDBERG 
SN JAMES KIRCHNER 
BARRY KORON BRENDA KRAUSE 
CAPT LEE KRUMM 
PATTI KRUMM 
OSC EMERIO LABORI 
COL BILL LANGLEY 
KATIE LANGLEY 
ENS BRENT LAW 
ANNE LONG BMC JOHN LONG 
CW03 CHRISTOPHER MACNEITH 
LUCAS MACNEITH 
MARY MACNEITH 
ENS LESLIE MAJCHER 
ENS A. MANZI 
LCDR BILL MATHUS 
LESLIE MCBROOM 
ATl SEAN MCBROOM 
SUSAN MCCLEAR 
RICH MCCLEAR 
EMC MICHAEL MCLAURIN 
CAPT DARRAN MCLENON 
NANCY MCMAN I GAL 
AT2 RICHARD MCMANIGAL 
ENS J . MELENDEZ 
ENS J . MOAN 
MOLLY MONTGOMERY 
QMl JEFF MOUSTAFA 
KERRY MOUSTAFA 
HSC BEN MULKEY 
DCCS JOE ORNOWSKI 
ROSALIE ORNOWSKI 
ENS NICKO PALACIOS 
MKl MATTHEW PASQUIER 
CW04 JOHN PATRICK 
MARY ANN PATRICK 
CHAD PELTOLA 
KIM PELTOLA 
LAURENE PETERSON 
CAPT KEN PETTMAN 
ANDREE PETTMAN 
ENS NICK PHILLIPS 

BMC MIKE RALICH 
FSCS ALEXANDER RIVERS 
ENS RIZZARDI 
CAPT STANLEY ROMANOWICZ 
CDR KEITH ROPELLA 
MKl RYAN ROSS 
KAY ROWLAND 
MKC WAYNE ROWLAND 
ENS BETTY-ROSE SANTRACH 
CAPT DICK SARDESON 
DIANE SARDESON 
ASHLEY SAYLOR 
ADl CARL SAYLOR 
LAURI SAYLOR 
ENS ROB SCADUTO 
ENS ERIC SCHMID 
SUSAN STEVENS 
LTJG GENE STORER 
OSC TRENTON STORM 
MKCS BRONSON SUYAT 
ENS J . TARZIAN 
MKC BILL THIBODEAUX 
LISE THIBODEAUX 
ENS BRANDY THUNBORG 
ENS T . THUNBORG 
ENS D. TORNO 
RM3 MARTIN TORPEY 
AMC PETE TORRES 
TERRY TORRES 
ENS P . VASILARAKIS 
FS3 ELIDA VASQUEZ 
CAPT EDWARD WESTFALL 
CDR JOHN WHIDDON 
LAURI WHIDDON 
CWO DAMIAN WILCOX 
NORMAN WOLK M. D. 
WO JOHN WOOD 
CDR JIM WOODLE 
LT JEREMY YANDELL 
ENS CAROL YIN 



2015 PRINSENDAM RESCUE REUNION ACTIVITIES/PROGRAM 

1530 - USCGC BOUT.:IELL Arrives Pier 36 - All Hands Encouraged 'i'o Welcome Her Back To 
Seattle . 

0900-1500 - Coast Guard Museum Northwest At Pier 36 Open for Visitation. 

1100-1230 - Lunch is available at Base Seattle ' s Cutlerman ' s Di ning Facility . 

·•Saturday, 3 October 2015 • • 

0900-1600 - Coast Guard Exchange Open . 

1000-1200 - Coast Guard Museum Northwest Open For Visitation. 

1000- 1130 - Sign in and get your nametags in the Base Gymnasium. 

1100-1230 - Lunch is available at Base Se~ttle ' s Cutterman ' s Din i ng Facility . 

1300- 1400 - Tour of USCGC BOUT:·IELL (;/HEC-719) moored at Pier 36 - Arrive ten mint::es 
before the tour begins and wear comfortaole clothing/shoes . 

1400-1500 - Tour of USCGC MELLON (l"iHEC- 717) moored at Pier 36 - Arrive ten mi nu:es 
before the tour begins and wear comfortable clothing/shoes . 

1730-1900 - Dinner Catered by Jim & Thuy Friberg in the Base Gymnasium. 

Presentation of Colors 
Thirteenth Coast Guard District Honor Guard 

Invocation 
Commander Michael Greenwalt 

Thirteenth Coast Guard District Chaplain 

1930 - Evening Program begins in the Base Gymnasium. 

Reception Program 

\·/elco:ne Aboard 
Senior Chief Stan Jaceks , USCG (Retired) 

Presentation of Speakers 
Captain Jeff Belmondo, USCG (Retired) 

Coast Guard 2015 
Captain Donna Cottrell , USCG 

Thirteenth Coast Guard District Chief of Staff 

CAPT Edward Westfall - Commanding Officer , USCGC BOUTWELL (WHEC-719 ) 

CAPT Darran McLenon - Commanding Officer, USCGC MELLON (\•/HEC-717) 

Prinsendam Rescue Operations 1980 

John Graham - Prinsendam Survivor 
Director, The Giraffe Heroes Project 

Closing Remarks 
Captain Lee Krumm, USCG, (Re ti red) 

Door Prizes 
Pictures - Cake - Refreshments - Sea Stories 

Group Photograph 

2130 - Conclusion of Reunion Program 

• • Sunday, 4 October 2015 •· 

0730-0830 - Br eakfast available at Base Seattle CutLerman ' s Dining facility. 

1100- 1230 - Lunch available at Base Seattle Cutterman ' s Dining Facility . 

Special Thanks To The Following For Their Support Of This Year ' s Reunion : 

Captain Stanley Romanowicz , USCG 
Command ing Officer , USCG Base Seattle 

Commander Keith Jernigan, USCG 
Executive Officer , USCG Base Seattle 

USCGC BOUTl·IELL (WHEC- 719) 
USCGC MELLON (WHEC- 717) 

Captain Gene Davis , USCG (Ret . ) Di r ector CG Museum NW 
Commmander Carl Burkhart , USCG (Ret . ) 

Commander Len Pichini , USCG (Ret . ) 
Academy Class of 1962 Endowment fund 

Captain J~y Creech , USCG (Ret . ) 
Coast Guard Avia tion Association - Ancient Order of Pterodactyl 


