
The George and Carol Olmsted Scholar Program 

1. Program Description:  The United States of America is a key leader and participant in today's global 
community.  As a result, U.S. leaders come into contact with citizens and leaders of many nations.  
Relationships between nations require a unique consideration of many factors including political, economic 
and military, among others.  The solutions of difficulties that arise between nations require a knowledge and 
depth of understanding of the particular nations involved.  The Olmsted Scholar Program provides officers a 
unique opportunity to acquire those skills required of a leader.  The Olmsted Foundation's mission is "To 
provide future leaders an unsurpassed opportunity to achieve fluency in a foreign language, pursue graduate 
study at an overseas university, and acquire an in-depth understanding of foreign cultures, thereby further 
equipping them to serve in positions of great responsibility as senior leaders in the United States Armed 
Forces."  Officers with demonstrated leadership and scholastic abilities are sought.   Commands are 
encouraged to consider this program for their top-tier junior officers and assist in publicizing this unique and 
prestigious opportunity.  It is the Command’s responsibility to mentor potential applicants on the unique 
aspects of this program and seek out those who would likely succeed in it.  You do not have to be familiar with 
the country's language to be eligible for study in that country.  This program is named after MG George H. 
Olmsted and his wife Carol Olmsted.  To read MG Olmsted's biography and for additional information on the 
Olmsted Scholar Program and its goals, please go to the Olmsted Foundation's website located at: 
http://www.olmstedfoundation.org .   

 
2. Scholarship Tenure/Location: 
 

A. Scholars will attend extensive language training at the Defense Language Institute, Presidio of Monterey, 
CA or the Defense Language Institute, Washington, DC.  Scholars may also choose to attend language 
training within their host foreign country.  Scholars will begin language training Summer/Fall 2017. 
Language training will be approximately 12 months. 

B. Following successful completion of language training scholars will be assigned as detached duty from 
COMDT DCO-I to their foreign university. Duty at foreign university will be approximately 24 months. 

 

3. Obligations Incurred:  

A. Scholars incur a five year service obligation upon graduating this program. 

B. Within this service obligation, Scholars will be considered for career-enhancing staff and operational 

assignments at the discretion of DCO-I and OPM. 

 

4. Eligibility:  Active duty officers with the following qualifications may apply for this program: 

A. Superb performance. 

B. At least 3 years of commissioned service but not more than 11 years of total active federal 

service as of 1 April 2017 (cannot be waived). 

C. Demonstrated scholastic achievement as captured, at a minimum, in an official undergraduate 

transcript for a Bachelor’s-level degree. 

D. Strong desire to learn a foreign language and study at a foreign university. 

E. Willingness to commit to the Foundation’s goals. (see Foundation’s website above for more 

insight) 

F. Due to the prestige of this program and in an effort to develop the best possible candidate pool, 

members who have been selected for PG and Fellowship Programs for AY17, and members who 

are tour complete in AY17 or AY18, are eligible to apply. 

 

http://www.olmstedfoundation.org/


5. Application Procedures:  Applications will require the following to be emailed to YN2 Hazzard at 

Christian.t.hazzard(at)uscg.mil with subject “Olmsted Application.”  All attachments should be PDF 

files, and named “LAST, FIRST MI_OLMSTED APP.”  See example US Army application for reference. 

A. Official Photo:  A full length front profile color photo in tropical blue long uniform, uncovered. 

B. Complete the Olmsted Application PDF Form for the following: 

i. Personal Data 

ii. Academic Data 

iii. Language Background 

iv. Scholarship Education Preferences: List, in order of preference, each university 

and their associated city and country where you wish to study.  See “Olmsted 

Candidate Study Options” for further direction. 

C. One-page statement on why you want to be an Olmsted Scholar.   

D. Statement of extracurricular activities since beginning of undergraduate studies 

E. List of duty positions held (dates, job title, unit name, and location) 

F. No more than and no less than three Letters of Recommendation 

G. Transcripts of all courses at colleges and universities attended (if not already in ei-PDR) 

H. Command endorsement (no format specified) 
 

6. Language Requirement:  Applicants are required to take the Defense Language Aptitude Battery 

(DLAB) no later than 15 FEB 17 in order to be considered by the Olmsted Panel.  The DLAB tests a 

person’s ability to learn a foreign language, and may be scheduled through an Educational Services 

Officer (ESO).  USCG ESO’s normally schedule these at the nearest DOD base.   

o There are no commercial study guides available for the DLAB.  While studying is not 
expected nor required, those that want to prepare for the DLAB should ensure they 
have a solid grasp of English grammar before taking the test. 

o There is no minimum score required.  The Olmsted Panel will consider the score among 
the applicant’s entire application. 



Olmsted Candidate Overseas Study Location Options 
 

Olmsted Scholar applicants are encouraged to research overseas study locations to develop a list 
of universities that they are interested in pursuing their studies.  There will be plenty of time to 
refine your list if you are selected as a USCG finalist by the USCG panel.  These finalists will 
get access to read previous Scholars’ reports and contact Scholars and their spouses to learn 
more about the cities and universities that interest them.  When finalizing your list of 10 
locations for possible study, you must include at least five from the locations listed below.  
These must include choices in at least three different regions and no more than one location 
from any country.  As you consider locations, please consider the strategic relevance to the 
USCG.  For example, will the location of your experience help expand your understanding of the 
COMDT’s Arctic Strategy, or lend insight to USCG operations with an Asia-Pacific partner?  
The strategic relevance will be considered by the USCG panel, as well as by the Olmsted  Panel 
during your interview.    
 
Eastern/Central Europe 
Bulgaria 

• Sofia 
Montenegro 

• Podgorica 
Romania 

• Bucharest 
• Cluj-Napoca 

Serbia 
• Belgrade 

Ukraine 
• Kyev 

 
North Africa/Middle East 
Israel 

• Jerusalem 
Morocco 

• Rabat-Sale 
Oman 

• Muscat 
 
Latin America 
Argentina 

• Mendoza 
Chile 

• Santiago 
Mexico 

• Guanajuato 
• Mexico City 

• Puebla 
Peru 

• Lima 
Uruguay 

• Montevideo 
 
Western Europe 
France 

• Lyon 
• Aix-en-Provence 

Germany 
• Berlin 
• Dresden 

Greece 
• Thessaloniki 

Italy 
• Florence 
• Parma 

The Netherlands 
• Amsterdam 

Portugal 
• Lisbon 

 
Southeast Asia/Asia 
China 

• Chengdu 
• Kunming 
• Wuhan 
• Xiamen 



Japan 
• Tokyo 
• Osaka 

Thailand 
• Chiang Mai 

Vietnam 
• Hanoi 
• Ho Chi Minh City 

 

2017 “Closed” Study Locations 

The locations listed below are the study locations for the Olmsted Scholar Class of 2017.  These 
locations are “closed” to candidates submitting applications for the Olmsted Scholar Class 
2018 (to be selected by the Olmsted Foundation Board of Directors in March of 2017).  The 
Olmsted Foundation generally does not assign two Scholars to the same city at the same time.  
There are however, some exceptions for locations with very large populations or those locations 
of strategic importance to US international relations and policy.  

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Valparaiso, Chile 

Guilin, China 

Hangzhou, China 

Brno, Czech Republic 

Tartu, Estonia 

Strasbourg, France 

Tbilisi, Georgia 

Tübingen, Germany 

New Delhi, India 

Tel Aviv, Israel 

Kyoto, Japan 

Poznan, Poland 

Ljubljana, Slovenia 

Cape Town, South Africa 

Madrid, Spain 

Taipei, Taiwan 

Bangkok, Thailand 



Name:

Officer Specialty:

Secondary:

Date of Birth:

SSN #:

Mailing Address:

Phone #:

E-mail:

Marital Status:

Name of Spouse:

Spouse's Foreign Language:

Name and Age of Children:

Personal Data



Year Graduated/Institution:

Graduation Standing:

(if known)

Overall GPA:

Undergrad Degree:

Indicators of Merit:

(i.e. Dean's List, team captain,

company commander, etc.)

Graduate Study:

(if applicable)

GRE Test Scores: Verbal:______ Quant:____

(if applicable)

______out of_______

Academic Data



Language(s):

(Language, semesters/years,

educational institution [e.g. HS, College])

Defense Language Aptitude Battery:

Score Date

Any other language aptitude exam information:

Scholarship Education Preferences:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
19
20

Language Background





NAME: 

SPECIALTY: 

SECONDARY: 

DATE OF BIRTH: 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: 

MAILING ADDRESS/TELEPHONE 
NUMBER/EMAIL: 

MARITAL STATUS: 

NAME OF SPOUSE: 

SPOUSE'S FOREIGN LANGUAGE: 

NAME AND AGE OF CHILDREN: 

YEAR GRADUATED/FROM: 

GRADUATION STANDING: 

OVERALL GRADE POINT AVERAGE: 

UNDERGRAD DEGREE/DISCIPLINE 

PERSONAL DATA 

Infantry 

None 

-
None 

None 

ACADEMIC DATA 

2007/USMA 

28 OUT OF 1011 

3.39 

Economics 

.... • ' 

INDICATORS OF MERIT: Cadet First Captain, Brigade Commander; 
Superintendent's Award for Excellence; Distinguished Cadet Award; Dean's 
List; Commandant Award; Knox Trophy, Highest Standing in Military Program 

GRADUATE STUDY: None 

GRE TEST SCORES: VERBAL 146 QUANTITATIVE 155 
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