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Crediting Military Sea Service 
• Per 46 CFR 10.232(d), as interpreted in Marine Safety Manual Chapter 2, military 

evaluations require the applicant to provide a Transcript of Sea Service, History of 
Assignments, or acceptable military tracking software printout documenting all 
information required by 46 CFR 10.232(a). 

• Sea Service must contain vessel information such as the name of each vessel or its official 
number, the period of time the mariner was assigned to each vessel, horsepower, tonnage, 
area of operation, rating for enlisted or rank for officers, and position held while assigned to 
a vessel. 

a) A DD-214 will not be accepted to document sea service because it does not include all of 
the required information. 

b) Shipboard or Unit generated letters may only be used to document service for the 
currently assigned vessel or unit, provided it is signed by the commanding officer, it 
cannot provide past sea service and vessel information. 

• Sea service MAY be creditable for up to approximately 70 percent (60 percent plus  
25 percent of time assigned to vessel other than while underway) of time served onboard 
vessels, provided your service started prior to March 24, 2014.  If service is after March 24, 
2014, it will be credited at 60 percent. 

• Recency:  Per 46 CFR 11.201(c), an applicant for any officer endorsement must have at least 
3 months of qualifying service on vessels of appropriate tonnage or horsepower within the  
3 years immediately preceding the date of application.  Appropriate tonnage or horsepower 
means that the mariner’s recency service requirement is subject to the same tonnage or 
horsepower requirements as the full service requirement for his/her officer endorsement. 

• Several options to obtain proper documentation are available, and depend upon whether 
the mariner is on active duty, a reservist, recently retired or separated, and the length of 
time since discharge. 

U.S. Coast Guard: 
http://cgbi.osc.uscg.mil/2.0/personal.cfm, or 
https://ep.direct-access.us/psp/UCGP1PP/?cmd=login&languageCd=ENG& 
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Only cutters will be listed on the Transcript of Sea Service, however, an Abstract of Operations 
may be submitted to document small boat sea service. 

Examples:  Attachment A, Sample Transcript of Sea Service 1 
Attachment B, Sample Transcript of Sea Service 2 
Attachment C, Sample A-OPS Report 
Attachment D, Sample Direct Access Print Out 

U.S. Navy: 
http://www.npc.navy.mil/channels (once in the site, click BUPERS NPC) 

U.S. Army: 
Currently the Army does not have a website to assist in documenting sea service.  Applicants 
should use SF-180 (http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-
form-180.html), or current active duty members may contact: 

Department of the Army 
Office of the Chief of Transportation 
Fort Eustis, VA 23604 

Example:  Attachment E, Sample U.S. Army Equivalent Information Letter 

See Attachment F, List of Vessels Recorded as Official Sea Time for Soldiers. 

All Military: 
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/standard-form-180.html 

• Executive Officers and Commanding Officers should see the “Officers” document on the 
Military Service tab of the Professional Qualifications page for additional information. 

• Merchant Mariner Credential endorsements are issued based on gross registered tonnage 
(GRT) limitations of vessels on which the service was obtained.  For vessels that are not 
documented in GRT, use of the formula “DISPLACEMENT x 0.57” provides an acceptable 
estimate (use full load displacement). 
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Double Dipping:  When a military member is attached to a USCG cutter or Navy ship as part of 
the permanent ships complement (normally part of the Watch, Quarter and Station Bill), the 
member receives overall credit based on the total time attached to the cutter or ship.  If 
shipboard duties include operation of small boats attached to the cutter or ship, additional 
credit is not received for the individual days the small boats are operated. 

• For example, a yeoman (YN) attached to a vessel may not normally receive credit for sea 
service, but if he/she qualified as small boat operator, coxswain or crew, then he/she may 
submit acceptable evidence of actual days underway on the small boat. 

• When a military member is temporarily assigned, under orders, to a USCG cutter or Navy 
ship, and is not part of the ship’s permanent complement, service while assigned to the 
cutter or ship is not normally credited. 

• While temporarily assigned, if duties involve operation of the small boats attached to the 
cutter or ship, day-for-day credit will be given for the small boat operation if properly 
documented.  For example, a USCG Law Enforcement Detachment member is temporarily 
assigned to a Navy ship.  While service may not be credited for the ship, acceptable evidence 
of actual days underway as small operator, coxswain, engineer, or crew of the navy small 
boat may be accepted day-for-day when properly documented.  As another example, a Navy 
Special Warfare Boat Operator (SB) is temporarily attached to a Navy ship to conduct small 
boat operations.  The SB should only document service on the small boats, not the Navy 
ship, including the particulars such as actual days launched. 

Example:  Attachment G, Sample Service Letter for Navy SB or USCG Law Enforcement 
Detachments 
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Attachment A 

Sample Transcript of Sea Service 1 
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Attachment B 

Sample Transcript of Sea Service 2 
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Attachment C 

Sample A-OPS Report 
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Attachment D 

Sample Direct Access Print Out 
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Attachment E 

Sample U.S. Army Equivalent Information Letter 
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Attachment F 

List of Vessels Recorded as Official Sea Time for Soldiers 
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Attachment G 

Sample Service Letter for Navy SB or  
USCG Law Enforcement Detachments 
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From:  Commander, Naval Unit 
To:  Regional Exam Center, U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Office  
 
Subj: Sea Service SBC Navy B. Sailor, USN  
 
1. Mr. Sailor during the last five years, he was stationed aboard the following commands: 
 
Active Duty Command                               Dates 
Naval Special Warfare Group Four (NSWG-2):                 01 Jan 12 – 25 Aug 12  
 Special Boat Team Twenty  (SBT-30):                 15 Jun 08 – 20 Nov 11  
 
2. During the period of 01 January 2012 – 25 August 2012, SBC Sailor operated 285 days seaward of the Line 

of Debarkation, and 55 days within the Line of Debarkation. Daily, approximately eight hours per day  on 
the following craft:  

  
Vessel       HP  Tons                 Days U/W 

82’ MK-V Special Operations Craft           4600HP  54GT                       270 

36’ Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat (RIB)            940HP  9GT                        70 

 
 
3. During the period of June 2008 – November 2011,  SBC Sailor operated 483 days seaward of the Line of 

Debarkation, and 49 days within the Line of Debarkation. Daily, approximately eight hours per day  on 
the following craft:  
 

Vessel Name    HP  Tons           Days U/W 

82’ MK-V Special Operations Craft  4600HP  54GT                 273 

82’ MK-V prototype    4600HP  54GT                 127 

36’ Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat (RIB) 940HP  9GT                 72 

52’ Carver Motor Vessel,   450HP  19GT                 15 

29’ Albemarle Motor Vessel  400HP  <5GT                 28 

31’ Sea Ray                     300HP  <5GT                 17 

 
 
 
4. For more information contact YNC XXXX at (757) ---- 
 
 




