Appeal No. 705 - KEITH ST. LANS JAMIESON v. US - 23 October, 1953.

In the Matter of Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-147751
| ssued to: KEITH ST. LANS JAM ESON

DECI SI ON AND FI NAL ORDER OF THE COVIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

705
KEI TH ST. LANS JAM ESON

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239(g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regul ations Sec.
137. 11-1.

On 9 June, 1953, an Exam ner of the United States Coast Guard
at New York, New York, revoked Merchant Mariner's Docunent No.
Z- 147751 issued to Keith St. Lans Jam eson upon finding himguilty
of m sconduct based upon a specification alleging in substance that
whil e serving as an abl e seaman on board the Anerican SS AFRI CAN
GROVE under authority of the docunent above described, on or about
22 April, 1953, while said vessel was at Fall River, Massachusetts,
he wongfully had in his possession a narcotic substance; to wt,
mar i j uana.

At the hearing, Appellant was given a full explanation of the
nature of the proceedings, the rights to which he was entitled and
t he possible results of the hearing. Although advised of his right
to be represented by counsel of his own selection, Appellant
voluntarily elected to waive that right and act as his own counsel.
He entered a plea of "guilty" to the charge and specification
prof fered agai nst him
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Ther eupon, the Investigating Oficer nmade his opening
statenent and Appellant elected to testify under oath in order to
present circunstances in mtigation of the offense. He stated that
t he anobunt of marijuana found in his possession was only
three-tenths of an ounce of half a match box full; he is forty
years old and has been going to sea for twenty-five years; he
snoked marijuana as a stinulant wthout any harnful effect; and he
Is not a frequent user although he first snoked marijuana in 1937
or 1938.

At the conclusion of the hearing, having given both parties an
opportunity to submt proposed findings and concl usions, the
Exam ner announced his findings and concl uded that the charge had
been proved by plea. He then entered the order revoking
Appel l ant's Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-147751 and all ot her
| i censes, certificates and docunents issued to this Appellant.

This appeal is a plea for clenency in which appellant states
that he has five children to support; he is not an excessive
I ndul ger and his past record is good; he has been a seaman all his
|ife; and he prom ses never to commit this offense again if his
seaman's papers are returned to him

Based upon ny exam nation of the record submtted, | hereby
make the foll ow ng

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

On 22 April, 1953, Appellant was in the service of the
Anerican SS AFRI CAN GROVE as an abl e seaman and acting under
authority of his Merchant Mariner's Docunment No. Z-147751 while the
ship was at Fall River, Massachusetts.

Just after Appellant had |eft the ship on this date, he was
apprehended by a Custons Patrol O ficer who searched Appell ant and
| ocated about .3 of an ounce of nmarijuana wapped in a piece of
paper and stuck inside one of the socks which Appellant was
wearing. Appellant was convicted in the Federal court of this
of fense, fined $50, and pl aced on probation for two years.

There is no record of prior disciplinary action having been
t aken agai nst Appellant's docunent.
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OPI NI ON

The seriousness of the offense justifies the order of
revocation despite the personal hardship this may cause the
Appel | ant and his dependents. It is the mandatory policy of the
Commandant of the Coast Guard that the order of revocation shall be
| nposed in any case where a seaman has been found guilty of a
narcotics offense. This is considered to be necessary because of
t he known di sastrous effects of marijuana and ot her narcotics; and
t he consequent risk to lives and property at sea when there are
seanen in the crew who are known to have been associated with
narcotics in any nanner.

ORDER

The Order of the Exam ner dated at New York, New York, on 9

June, 1953, is AFFI RVED.
Merlin O Neil
Vice Admral, United States Coast CGuard
Conmmandant

Dated at Washington, D. C, this 23rd day of Cctober, 1953.

**xx* END OF DECI SION NO. 705 ****x
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