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   In the Matter of Merchant Mariner's Document No. Z-689856-D2      
                   Issued to:  THOMAS G. BOLAND                      

                                                                     
            DECISION AND FINAL ORDER OF THE COMMANDANT               
                     UNITED STATES COAST GUARD                       

                                                                     
                                490                                  

                                                                     
                         THOMAS G. BOLAND                            

                                                                     
      This appeal comes before me by virtue of Title 46 United       
  States Code 239(g) and 46 Code of Federal Regulations Sec.         
  137.11-1.                                                          

                                                                     
      On 26 January, 1951, an Examiner of the United States Coast    
  Guard at New York City revoked Merchant Mariner's Document No.     
  Z-689856-D2 issued to Thomas G. Boland upon finding him guilty of  
  "misconduct" based upon a specification alleging in substance, that
  while serving as ordinary seaman on board the American S. S.       
  MOBILIAN, under authority of the document above described, on or   
  about 25 January, 1951, he wrongfully had marijuana in his         
  possession while said vessel was at Brooklyn, New York.            

                                                                     
      At the hearing, Appellant was given a full explanation of the  
  seriousness of the charge, the nature of the proceedings and the   
  possible consequences.  Although advised of his right to be        
  represented by counsel of his own selection, he elected to waive   
  that right and act as his own counsel.  He entered a plea of       
  "guilty" to the charge and specification.                          

                                                                     
      Thereupon, the Investigating Officer made his opening          
  statement and Appellant made a statement in mitigation.            
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      At the conclusion of the hearing, having made his findings of  
  fact, the Examiner found the charge "proved" by proof of the       
  specification and entered an order revoking Merchant Mariner's     
  Document No. Z-689856-D2.                                          

                                                                     
      From that order, this appeal has been taken in which it is     
  stated that Appellant is not an addict and he acquired the         
  marijuana to satisfy his curiosity after hearing of other members  
  of the crew using it.  Appellant requests leniency since he is 22  
  years old and desires to make a career of going to sea.  He has    
  been following this pursuit for four years and had a clear record  
  until the time of this offense.                                    

                                                                     
      Based upon my examination of the Record submitted I hereby     
  make the following                                                 

                                                                     
                       FINDINGS OF FACT                              

                                                                     
      On 25 January, 1951, Appellant was serving as ordinary seaman  
  on board the American S.S. MOBILIAN, acting under authority of    
  Merchant Mariner's Document No. Z-689856-D2, while said vessel was
  at Brooklyn,New York.                                             

                                                                    
      On this date during a routine search of the ship, Appellant   
  was apprehended by Customs officials with one marijuana cigarette 
  and approximately one-third of a cigarette package of marijuana   
  seeds.  Appellant explained that he had purchased the marijuana in
  Holland and used it aboard ship.                                  

                                                                    
      There was no prosecution by the Federal authorities due to the
  small quantity of marijuana found in Appellant's possession.      

                                                                    
                            OPINION                                 

                                                                    
      There is no need to repeat the attitude of the Coast Guard    
  towards narcotics since this has been set forth in the Examiner's 
  opinion and in many of my prior decisions.  The evils of marijuana
  are even greater than of other narcotics in the respect that the  
  effects are completely unpredictable.  Men under the influence of 
  this narcotic have often committed atrocious crimes which they    
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  would never have contemplated in their normal condition.  The     
  necessity to avoid the possibility of having such seamen serving  
  aboard ships of the American merchant marine fleet is apparent.   
  Hence, there can be no favorable action taken on this appeal.     

                                                                    
                             ORDER                                  

                                                                    
      The Order of the Examiner dated 26 January, 1951, should be,  
  and it is, AFFIRMED.                                              

                                                                    
                          Merlin O'Neill                            
              Vice Admiral, United States Coast Guard               
                            Commandant                              

                                                                    
  Dated at Washington, D.C., this 20th day of March, 1951.          
        *****  END OF DECISION NO. 490  *****                       
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