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	FORWARD DEPLOYED COAST GUARDSMAN ADVANCES TO SENIOR CHIEF PETTY OFFICER
NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY BAHRAIN – Senior Chief Petty Officer John D. Bennett, a native of St. Petersburg, Florida, reported to the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter MONOMOY (WPB 1326) of Patrol Forces Southwest Asia (PATFORSWA) in December 2013.  Upon reporting as a Machinery Technician Chief Petty Officer, Bennett assumed the command role of Engineering Petty Officer.  His thorough understanding of the main propulsion, auxiliary, and electrical systems allowed the unit to complete over 2000 underway hours and fulfill critical U.S. Central Command maritime security missions.   Bennett also serves as the Damage Control Training Team leader, and is responsible for ensuring MONOMOY’s crew is taught proper response techniques to any shipboard emergency.  On September 1, 2014, Chief Petty Officer Bennett was advanced to the esteemed rank of Machinery Technician Senior Chief Petty Officer (MKCS).  With this title comes the recognition of MKCS Bennett’s engineering expertise and his ability to be lead both junior personnel in the Coast Guard, as well as the Chief’s Mess.    
Prior to joining the Coast Guard in August 1995, MKCS Bennett attended St. Petersburg College and the University of Louisville.  He has been married to his wife, Kerri, for almost 20 years and they have two sons, John Jr. and Sean, and a daughter, Christie.  His family currently resides in Hagerstown, Maryland.
PATFORSWA is the Coast Guard’s largest unit outside of the United States.  Established in 2002 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, PATFORSWA has played a key role in maritime security and maritime infrastructure protection operations.  PATFORSWA is comprised of six Island-class cutters, shore side support personnel, Redeployment Assistance and Inspection Detachment, the Middle East Training Team, and other deployable specialized forces operating throughout the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility, including Afghanistan and Kuwait.  
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MKC John Bennett in the engine room onboard USCGC MONOMOY (WPB 1326).  MONOMOY patrols the Arabian Gulf in support of U.S. Navy Fifth Fleet missions.








