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SEPT-0CT PATROL 2010

0CT 2010
VIGILANT departed Cape Canaveral on After several interdictions and boardings, VIGILANT headed
September 10th and headed towards north on October 17th for a port call in San Juan, Puerto

Miami to conduct at-sea helicopter opera- Rico. After Puerto Rico, VIGILANT’s crew trained for our bi-

tions in preparation for our Helo Stan- annual Helo Stan visit in Key West, FL.

dardization Inspection. After the helicop-

VIGILANT arrived in Key West, FL on October 24th for the

ter training, VIGILANT actively patrolled
the Windward Pass and Eastern Carib-

29th .
bean while transiting to Barbados for a -

[

port call and operational in-brief.

Following the Barbados port call, VIGILANT
patrolled the Southeast island chain in
the Caribbean near St. Lucia and St. Vin-
cent to conduct Law Enforcement and
Search and Rescue operations. VIGILANT
left after two successful weeks in the area
and arrived in Curacao on October 3rd.

While in Curacao, VIGILANT enjoyed a well
deserved port call and then proceeded
back to the Southeastern part of the Car-
ibbean to finish the patrol.

three-day Helo STAN exercise and arrived home on October

VIGILANT with Venezuelan Coast Guard in background

Hello to all the family, friends, and loved ones of VIGILANT! After another long and successful
patrol, we are looking forward to our return home to Canaveral.

I am happy to report we made it through another busy tropical storm season. In fact, for this time
of year, we were blessed with fantastic weather for nearly the entire patrol. Upon departing home-
port we conducted a full day’s worth of shipboard helicopter training off Miami. This is essential
training we do every time we get underway. This time, it enabled us to ready ourselves for our end
of patrol Helo Standardization Inspection in Key West. Our area of responsibility this patrol was
the Eastern Caribbean where we worked closely with an array of domestic and international part-
ners to include the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, St. Lucian Marine Police, Dominican Coast
Guard, and the Dutch Navy. Working with our external partners enabled us to be more operation-
ally effective in an area we have not patrolled in a long time.

(Continued on page 5)

CAPTAIN DONS HIS PFD FOR ENS
DiRenzo’s FIRST WATCH
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OPERATION: CARIBBEAN PATROL

VIGILANT and her crew’s mission was to work with various agen-
cies and countries to conduct Law Enforcement and Search and
Rescue in the Southeastern part of the Caribbean. The patrol was
a huge success, accounting for several interdictions on drug run-
ning “go-fasts” (called pirogues in the Eastern Caribbean), and
being a drug deterrent to the area. VIGILANT’s presence made a
significant difference in the war on drugs against narco-terrorists.

Throughout the patrol, VIGILANT worked with the Regional Secu-
rity Systems (RSS) which is a networked chain of all the islands
including Grenada, Martinique, Barbados, U.S., and several other
islands. This multi-nation task force is responsible for the fight
against drug, weapons, human, and money trafficking in the area.

Near the end of the patrol, VIGILANT took part in a Search and
Rescue mission off the north coast of Dominican Republic. Un-

fortunately, a Dominican fisherman fell overboard and was never
recovered.

PREPARING FOR HELO STANDARDIZATION

One thing that makes the Coast Guard so unique is its ability to remain standard in its
practices and operations. It is this standardization that allowed the Coast Guard to be effi-
cient and successful during Katrina when there were mixed crews that had never worked
for each other. To continue these practices of standardization, the Coast Guard imple-
ments various training exercises and testing. This patrol, the VIGILANT conducted its bi-
annual Helicopter Standardization visit with Aviation Training Center Mobile and Air Station

Miami.

VIGILANT began preparing right after leaving Canaveral by conducting helo exercises with
Air Station Miami and continued prepping right up until our inspection in Key West. No
surprise, but VIGILANT’s Helo Stan was a huge success and received many compliments

from ATC Mobile.

SN Rivera, SN Mason,
and 1LT posing for Boat
Lowering Detail
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AN AWARD WELL DESERVED...

VIGILANT'’s LE team did what very few others have accomplished in the
SE Caribbean — they stopped a Venezuelan pirogue and recovered
100Ibs of cocaine at a street value of $1.5 million. Most pirogues are
able to successfully dump the drugs overboard and sink them. BM1
Hoschak who was coxswain on this mission stated, “ It was an intense
chase and so much was going on. | saw them (pirogue) dump a bag
overboard. We drove over the bag and it busted open, not allowing the
drugs to sink.” The boarding team chased the pirogue for over two
hours while traveling at speeds of over 35 knots on a dark, moonless
night. With the help of a Regional Security Systems aircraft, the board-
ing team was able to catch the drug runners.

For their actions, the LE team and boarding teams involved all earned
the Coast Guard’s Meritorious Team Commendation Award. Good job
shipmates, well deserved!

BM1 Hoschak, MK1 Casti-
llo, MK2 Lamantia, MK3
Heiserman, GM3 Sickman,
BM2 Burr, BM2 Smith,
MEZ1 Wilch receive the CG
Meritorious Team Award at
an all-hands gathering on
VIGILANT’s messdeck.

ENS Gardner lands a helicopter on VIGILANT
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SAILOR OF THE QUARTER

Congratulations to SN Rivera for being  impact on their peers. Throughout
recognized as the Sailor of the Quarter the quarter they have demonstrated
(SOQ). DC2 Michel, 0S3 Mooney, EM3 knowledge in regards to their rate or
Nicholl, MK3 Heiserman, and SK3 Nu-  general shipboard life and performed
nez also deserve honorable mention beyond what is expected of a mem-
for being nominated for this prestigious ber in their pay-grade. Through their
award service and dedication they have set
an example for all of us to follow.
Most importantly, they demonstrated

g
LS COAST GUARD

VIGILANT awards SOQ to members who
through their dedicated work ethic,

S ) . unwavering commitment to the Coast
motivation towards completing the mis-

Guard's Core Values of Honor, Re-

sion, and overall positive attitude have .
spect, and Devotion to Duty.

created an effective and fun work cli-

mate and have had an overall positive
SN Rivera and CDR Fiedler receiving SOQ Award

MORALE EVENTS

The Morale Committee outdid themselves this patrol by organizing several hit
events such as VIGILANT's first Casino Night, having a “CO for the Day,” and sev-
eral opportunities to fish and swim while underway.

“CO for the Day” was the biggest hit this patrol. One of the high-rollers from Ca-
sino Night was awarded “ Captain for the Day” and the ability & —#&wis

to pick his own Wardroom. SN Nieves was the winner, and
took things very seriously on the day he had command of the
mighty warship, VIGILANT. His XO, FN Glazier, shadowed LCDR
Cronin for the day to see a day in the life of being the Execu-
tive Officer. The CO/XO for the day planned and took charge of
a Man Overboard Drill, organized awards/ribbons for the crew
during quarters, created the Plan of the Day, and even granted

CO/XO for the Day: FN Glazier (XO - left) and SN
Nieves (CO - right)

an early Holiday routine for the crew. This was an experience
they and the crew will never forget.

VIGILANT also brought back its
acclaimed Poker Tournament that
began after leaving Canaveral and
ended before returning home. The
winner of the Poker Tournament
was OPS. SN Heavilin took sec-

ond place and won a 24-hr liberty
pass. Sorry OPS—you cannot have
another day offl

SWIM CALL!!! “As a reminder to Casino Night
all hands, you are now apart of
the food chain.”

e TR - Y 3 ﬂ?h
OPS and his winning hand

-
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AWARDS AND ADVANCEMENTS

Letter of Appreciation: Sea Service:

SN Tuck SN Geiser

Good Conduct Award: SN Saladin

EM3 Nicholl SNFS Smith
BM1 Hoschak EM3 Wood
Meritorious Team Commenda- GM3 Sickman
tion Ribbon: 0S3 Mooney
BM1 Hoschak Spirit of Vigilant:
ME1 Wilch DC2 Michel

MH2 Lamantia SN Mason FS3 Smith getting his crows EM3 Wood's Sea Service Ribbon
BM2 Burr Advancements:
BM2 Smith SN Kearney
MK2 Heiserman FS3 Smith

GM3 Sickman

MK1 Castillo

Sailor of the Quarter (SOQ)

SN Rivera

HAILS AND FAIRWELLS

\ ' Welcome Aboard!

BM3 Gardner
a SN Perkins

Farewell:
SN Tuck (BM
4 “A” School)

EMs receiving “mock” Ground Hog Award
from acting CO Nieves

QUALIFICATIONS

Underway Officer of the Deck:

ENS DiRenzo

ENS Koch

Inport Officer of the Deck
ENS DiRenzo

ENS Koch

ENS Swaim

ENS Gardner

Engineer of the Watch (u/w):

MK2 Lamantia

Engineer of the Watch (i/p):
EMC Claybrook

ENS Garofalo

Junior Officer of the Deck:
GM1 Stilwell

SN Tuck

ME2 Walker

Throttle:

EMC Clay brook
ENS Garofalo
DC2 Michel

Auxiliary Watch Stander:

FN Glazier

FN Potter

EMC Claybrook
ENS Garofalo
Helm & Lookout:
GM1 Stilwell
Master Helmsman:
SN Geiser

Aviation Fire Team:

DC2 Michel
Helo-OPS OSL:
ENS Garofalo
GPOW:

FN Glazier

SA Nieves
EM2 Coughlin
0S2 Dean
Coxswain:
BM2 Smith

Deck Department'’s farewell to SN Tuck

Advanced DCPQS:
ENS Gardner

DC2 Michel

ENS Garofalo
EMC Claybrook
SN Folk

SN Thompson

SA Nieves
Temporary Cutter-
man:

SN Clark

SN Saladin

SN Heavilin

SN Folk

SN Thompson

Boarding Officer:
ME1 Wilch

GM3 Sickman
BM2 Smith

MK3 Heiserman

Aviation Rescue man:

DC2 Michel

Basic DCPQS:

ENS Gardner

EMC Claybrook

FN Potter

FN Glazier

0S2 Dean

EM2 Coughlin

FS2 Vanzie

Deck Seamanship:
SN Thompson

SA Nieves

Small Boat Crewman:
ME1 Wilch

BM2 Burr

BM3 Miron
BMOW:

SN Clark
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PORT CALLS

VIGILANT visited many wonderful port calls this patrol. VIGILANT arrived in Barbados on September
18th to enjoy three days for some fun and sun. Barbados is the third wealthiest country in the North
Western hemisphere next to Canada and the U.S. It is filled with wonderful beaches for surfing, rum

factories, and has highly rated dive spots.

After leaving Barbados, the next port call was a crew favorite, Curacao. Curacao is an island state

within the Netherlands. The crew enjoyed the casinos, restaurants, and local entertainment...as well

as the ice cream!

Several weeks after leaving Curacao, VIGILANT stopped in San Juan, Puerto Rico for two days to
refuel and begin preparations for Helo Stan in Key West. VIGILANT left San Juan for Key West on

October 19th.

Key West was VIGILANT’s operational visit for Helo Stan. However, the crew did plenty of time to

enjoy the wonders of Key West and were fortunate to help participate in it's annual Fantasy Fest

celebration. It made for an excellent and well-deserved finale for the crew before heading home.

VIGILANT moored in Puerto Rico

CAPTAIN’S CHAIR (CONTINUED)

(cont. from page 1) Needless to say, VIGILANT
and her outstanding crew made an immediate and
lasting impact on the international drug trade in the
Eastern Caribbean region. The primary highlight
of our patrol came at the end of September when
we successfully interdicted a high-speed suspected
drug smuggling vessel. The crew’s heroic efforts
resulted in the recovery of over one hundred
pounds of cocaine and detention of 10 suspected
narco-terrorists. Less than two weeks later, we
interdicted another suspected drug runner. Al-
though we believe they jettisoned all their contra-
band we were able to transfer another eight sus-
pected narco-terrorists to their respective country
for further investigation. To sum up our patrol
success, one of our Coast Guard liaison officers in
the region said, “no ship has had such an impact on
operations (in this area) as VIGILANT.”

The crew also worked tirelessly to prepare for our

Helo Standardization Inspection, which inspects
the proficiency and preparedness of our helicop-
ter operations and personnel. The crew put in a
great amount of effort to hold training, review
study material, and take practice exams, to en-
sure we maintained VIGILANT’s high standard
of operational readiness. Helo STAN was a huge
success where the crew received multiple praises
for their hard work, dedication, and exceptional

ability to perform helicopter evolutions.

To offset our arduous underway schedule, we
were fortunate to enjoy some once in a lifetime
port calls, including Barbados, Curacao, and San
Juan, Puerto Rico. These wonderful stops cou-
pled with some amazing high speed chases and
drug interdictions made for a truly outstanding
patrol. As always, our success relies on the rock
solid support we receive from all of our families,
friends, and loved ones back home.

Pulling into Curacao

Thank you for your unending commit-
ment to VIGILANT and the Coast
Guard...we know it is hard.

Wishing you and your families a won-
derful Thanksgiving,

CDR Brian Fiedler
Commanding Officer

Created by ENS Christopher J Gardner and ENS Brittany Lee

Email any questions or concerns to ENS Brittany Lee (PAO) at Brittany.P.Lee@uscg.mil
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