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PATROL SUMMARY

VIGILANT departed Cape Canav-

eral on 31 May headed for Naval
Station Mayport and three weeks of
Tailored Ships Training Availability

(story page 2).

VIGILANT proceeded South, to-
ward the Windward Pass to patrol
between Cuba and Haiti. On 26
June, we transferred fifteen Haitian
migrants from the CGC DRUM-
MOND, who had intercepted them
off the coast of Florida. After a two-
day journey, VIGILANT repatriated
the migrants to Cap Hatien, Haiti.

The crew then headed to Key
West for much needed rest, and
enjoyed a three day mid-patrol
break. Following an exciting 4th of
July in Key West, VIGILANT departed
to continue her southern patrol.

Greetings to all the family mem-
bers, spouses, parents, and loved
ones that make up VIGILANT's family!
We are nearing the end of another
very successful patrol and are looking
forward to our return home.

Soon after we left homeport, we
moored at Naval Station Mayport for

| Tailored Ships Training Availability

(TSTA). The crew’s impeccable per-
formance earned VIGILANT the “Battle

VIGILANT OFF CAP HATIEN

2010

We were fortunate to stop in to Guantanamo Bay in order to
recoup before returning to the Windward Passage to finish our
patrol. After another successful patrol, VIGILANT is looking for-
ward to returning to our families and friends in Canaveral!

Excellence” Award in the areas of
Damage Control, Engineering, Weap-
ons, Seamanship, and Operations.
Afloat Training Group (ATG) Mayport’s
reviews of the crew, their positive
attitude, and exhaustive preparation
were outstanding. | could not be
more proud of VIGILANT’s crew, and it
was a certainly a great way to begin
the patrol.

(Continued on page 5)
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TAILORED SHIPS TRAINING AVAILABILITY (TSTA)

VIGILANT recently completed Tailored Ships Training Availabil-
ity (TSTA), a three week intensive evaluation of operational readi-
ness.

The Mayport Afloat Training Group (ATG) administers a diverse
battery of challenges to Southeastern Naval and Coast Guard
Assets.

Exercises
include ship-

. board fire-

- fighting, dam-
$ - age control,
precision an-
choring, tow-

‘ ing, gunnery
exercises, navigation, first aid, etc. TSTA occurs every 18-24

FIREFIGHTING SCHOOL A
A

months and evaluates unit training and profi-

Basic Firefighting School and Wet Trainer. Each school was a full day’s
education and hands on training. The Basic Firefighting school culmi-
nated with a live fire drill housed in a three-story building modeled after
a ship’s hull. Members had to wear full firefighting gear and breathing
apparatus, scale ladder wells with live hoses, and extinguish the fire.

Mayport’s wet trainer teaches basic damage control and flooding
response. In addition to pipe repair and structure reinforcement tech-
niques, crew members are literally submerged in a flooding compart-
ment where they must respond to damage. The two-story mock section
of a ship’s hull was flooded to the overhead with VIGILANT’s crew in-
side. The high spirit of VIGILANT's crew members caused every mem-
ber to erupt in song while the waterline slowly approached the over-
head.

The schools at Mayport allotted VIGILANT’s crew a unique training
opportunity that we are unable to replicate onboard.

ciency.

The hard work and dedication of the crew
earned the cutter outstanding marks in all cate-
gories, and an overall average of 96%, which
earned VIGILANT and her crew the coveted
“Battle Excellence” Award.

The Battle E is awarded to Cutters and crew
that score ninety percent or higher in all tested
categories.

During TSTA many crewmembers were able
to take advantage of Naval Station Mayport’s
training facilities. Many attended Mayport’s WHO

REPATRIATION EFFORTS

One of the primary missions of CGC DRUMMOND. The two
VIGILANT's patrol was to provide a cutters rendezvoused near

deterrent force for illegal and unsafe  the Florida Straits, where one  event, but it was an excellent

mass migrations of people attempt- of VIGILANT’s small boats
ing to flee the earthquake torn coun-  safely transferred the pas-
try of Haiti. VIGILANT started these sengers.
efforts last patrol back in Februar

P i ) Y We kept the migrants
and was able to continue to display

. safely onboard until we were
our Coast Guard force in such a

" ) . able to repatriate them to
critical and volatile operating I i i

area.

While patrolling the Wind-
ward Pass, VIGILANT re-
ceived tasking to repatriate
fifteen Haitian migrants from

|8 B

TSTA Scores:

1. Damage Control Excellence -97.7 %

2. Engineering Excellence - 98.2 %

3. Weapons Excellence - 90.5 %

4. Seamanship Excellence - 97.0 %

5. Operations Excellence - 96.0 %
YOU GUNNA CALL?

their home in Cap Hatien. Not
only was this a humbling

opportunity to work closely
with the Haitian Coast Guard
and demonstrate our hu-
manitarian missions.

(Left): The OTH boat enforces
a security perimeter to keep
Haitian boats at bay

(Right): ENS Prouhet
puts a floatation device
on a young Haitian girl
during migrant transfer
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SAILOR OF THE QUARTER

Congratulations to MK1 Castillo
for being recognized as the Sailor
of the Quarter (SOQ). YN1 Falor,
DC1 Spencer, HS2 Thurston, BM2
Smith, FS3 Thompson, and SN
Mason also deserve honorable
mention for being nominated to
this prestigious position.

VIGILANT awards SOQ to mem-
bers who through their dedicated
work ethic, motivation towards
completing the mission, and over-
all positive attitude have created
an effective and fun work climate

impact on their peers. Through-
out the quarter they have dem-
onstrated knowledge in regards
to their rate or general ship-
board life or performed beyond
what is expected of a member
in their pay-grade. Through
their service and dedication
they have been setting an ex-
ample for us all to follow. Most
importantly, they demonstrated
unwavering commitment to the
Coast Guard's Core Values of
Honor, Respect, and Devotion

to Duty. MK1 CASTILLO RECIEVES SOQ AWARD

VISIT TO THE CONCH REPUBLIC

VIGILANT’s morale com- had a good time snorkeling  deployed in harms way.

mittee did an excellent job and relaxing on someone July 4th was a moment for
organizing a snorkeling trip  else’s boat! us to recognize that Inde-
to a shallow water reef off endence Day is about
Key West gave VIGI- P i y
the coast of Key West. The , . more than fire works. It
LANT'’s crew the opportunity
crew stepped onto a large was a day where the crew
to celebrate and reflect on
catamaran and motor- o truly felt thankful to be
iled to th ¢ our nation’s independence. dl ) ‘
sailed to the reef. roudly serving our country.
We took some time to re- P y g v
Over 25 crewmembers flect on our fellow service-
VIGILANT & CGC BEAR IN KEY WEST ON JULY 4th attended and everybody men and women currently

TRANSFER SEASON

This patrol occurred at the
height of a very busy transfer sea-
son. Many shipmates moved on to
their next assignments, and sev-
eral moved on to the civilian world.
We wish them all fair winds and
following seas.

A new group reported to fill the
gaps, and this patrol has given
them the opportunity to step for-
ward and become qualified watch
standers and VIGILANT shipmates!

Becoming a qualified watch

stander requires a great deal of
time and effort. It greatly improves
both the effectiveness and the
overall efficiency of the ship.

Those receiving qualifications
have completed a major accom-
plishment; these accomplishments
are listed on the next page. Great
job to all!

(Right): “I spy, with my little eyes,
something blue.”
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CG Commendation Medal:

LT Boyt

MKC Moskal

CG Achievement Medal:
LTJG Fellers

LTJG Stepler

CWO Chiano

EMC Scott

BM1 Riccardi

BM2 Griswold

MK1 Mulleady

Letter of Commendation:
LTJG Douglas

DC1 Frazee

DC2 Michel

ET2 Tortora

DC3 Stickles

Good Conduct Award:

0S1 Cruz

YN1 Falor

MK1 Mitchell
ET3 Cimbak
Sea Service:
ENS Lee

ENS Prouhet
IT2 Kavanaught
0S3 Mooney
SN Mason
Spirit of Vigilant:
SK1 Brostowicz
YN1 Falor

MK3 Heiserman

ENS Lee

TSTA Top Trainee:

SN Mason

TSTA Honorable Mention:

BM2 Smith
HS2 Thurston

Advancements:

MK1 Castillo
MK1 Mulleady
BM2 Burr
ME2 Walker
FNDC Fatone

Welcome Aboard!
LT Sahlin FS2 Vanzie
ENS Direnzo ME2 Walker
s ENS Gardner EM2 Coughlin

B ENS Garafolo 0S2 Dean
ENS Koch DC2 Michel
ENS Swaim FS3 Taylor
CWO Brooker FN French
EMC Claybrook SN Folk

MKC Ortiz

BM2 BURR ADVANCEMENT

ME1 Wilch

Underway Officer of the Deck: Auxiliary Watch Stander:

BM1 Hoschak

Engineer of the Watch:
CWO Brooker

MKC Ortiz

MK1 Castillo

Junior Officer of the Deck:
ME3 Atteberry

SK3 Nunez

1/C Cadet Stevens

1/C Cadet Wilson
Throttle:

EM3 Beachler

MK3 Calhoon

Landing Signal Officer:
BM1 Hoschak

Helicopter Control Officer:
ET1 Pedano

ENS Garafolo

DC2 Michel

EM3 Wood

FN Rose

Combat Watch Stander:
ME1 Wilch

0S2 Dean

0S3 Danvers

Helm & Lookout:
ME2 Walker

SN Folk

SN Thompson

SA Kalinofski-Green
SA Nieves

Aviation Fire Team:
ME1 Wilch

EM3 Wood

SN Thompson
SA Kaliofski-Green
SA Nieves

Helo Tie Down:

SN Mason

SK3 Nunez

Boat Deck Captains:
SN Mason

SN Rivera

AMIO Security Watch Stander:

ME1 Wilch
ME2 Walker
ME3 Atteberry
0S2 Dean
0S3 Danvers
Inport EOW:
CWO Brooker
MKC Ortiz
MK2 Lamantia

TSTA Top Trainer:

Page 4

COXSWAIN QUALIFICATION!

Farewell:
DC3 Stickles @
FN Goncalves
FN Torres
Temporarily
Assigned Duty:
EMC Miller
IT2 Kavanaugh
1/C Stevens
1/C Wilson
GOOD CONDUCT AWARD
Gangway Petty Officer of = Basic DCPQS:
the Watch: ENS Direnzo
FS1 Johnson ENS Garafolo
ME2 Walker ENS Koch
FS3 Taylor ENS Swaim
FN French DC2 Michel
FN Rose FS3 Taylor
SN Kearney SN Thompson
Advanced DCPQS: SN Kearney
ENS Koch SA Kalinofski-Green
BM3 Miron SA Nieves
FN Rose Deck Seamanship:
SN Clark SN Clark
SN Kearney SN Saladin
Coxswain: SA Kearney
BM2 Smith Special Sea Detail In Charge:
BM2 Cuevas BM1 Hoschak
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GUANTANAMO BAY

Once again, VIGILANT made an eventful stop to the
“Pearl of the Antilles.” Although this two day visit was
not as colorful as Key West, good times were still plen-

tiful.

A large portion of the crew attended the morale
party at Windjammer pool, and enjoyed a hearty barbe-
que and many games of corn hole. Other events in-
cluded several softball games, volleyball, and even a
group run to the top of JPJ hill.

the BBQ.

(Left): XO, Corn
hole champion!

| (Right): VIGILANT &
poses for group
picture during

Page 5

CAPTAIN’S CHAIR (CONTINUED)

(cont. from page 1) | am glad to report that we
are all doing well and the seas have not been
too unfriendly. We have been working diligently
to qualify our new shipmates following a busy
transfer season. This effort has already begun
to pay off, as illustrated by the extensive qualifi-
cation list. This patrol, VIGILANT also imple-
mented a voluntary underway crew fitness hour
to keep our bodies and minds in shape during
patrols. There has been a large and enthusiastic
turnout since the program was put into practice.
Fitness hour is held every Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday afternoon and consists of challenging
calisthenics, resistance, and circuit training.

The crew was very fortunate to get a mid-
patrol break and an opportunity to celebrate the
Fourth of July in Key West. While it was certainly

enables VIGILANT and its crew to thrive
and succeed.

a welcome break, it was also an opportunity to
reflect on the commitment and dedication of
our shipmates and fellow military members on
watch that day. It is the sacrifice of these men
and women that enable us to enjoy our every-
day liberties. On a more somber note, | ask you
all to keep the families and loved ones of
those lost in the crash of CG helicopter 6017
in your thoughts and

May you all have a wonderful sum-
mer!...signing off until next patrol.

With Great Appreciation,
CDR Brian Fiedler
Commanding Officer

prayers. Attimes, we take
for granted the inherently
dangerous missions Coast
Guard men and women
accept on a daily basis. As
always, | thank our families
and loved ones for their
continuous support and
encouragement, which en-

CAPTAIN DONS HIS PFD FOR BM1'S FIRST WACTH

Compiled By: First-Class Cadet Kevin Stevens and First-Class Cadet Chuck Wilson, CGA Class of 2011

Email any questions or concerns to ENS Brittany Lee at Brittany.P.Lee@uscg.mil
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