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Dear Coast Guard Cutter MOHAWK Family Member,

	Welcome to Paradise! One of the biggest challenges of living in the Keys is dealing with hurricanes. A hurricane can be a damaging and potentially deadly weather event. Advance preparation is key and there are unique planning and guidance that must be followed during a hurricane evacuation from the Keys. 

Hurricane Season runs from 01 June to 30 November. The last few years have been relatively quiet seasons, yet the thought of another major hurricane striking the Keys should give all of us cause for concern. As you know, there is only one road out of the Keys, and you absolutely must have plans to be on it when an evacuation is directed. 

	In the event of an impending hurricane, CGC MOHAWK crewmembers will be setting sail upwards of four days prior to the storm’s arrival. This means that crewmember dependents will have to manage evacuating on their own. Dependents living in government housing on Sigsbee may be required to evacuate to Naval Air Station (NAS) Key West Hurricane Shelters. Family members who live on the economy may not be required to evacuate unless ordered by Monroe County. Luckily, with adequate preparation and the assistance from the Ombudsman, Sector Key West, and one another, the evacuation process can run smoothly.

	Notifications for evacuations are communicated in numerous ways. The order will be broadcasted on AM Radio 530 and TV Channel 16, as well as the automated phone-based Alert Warning System (AWS). The AWS is set up through the Coast Guard Personnel Accountability and Assessment System (CGPAAS). Using this system, an alert is sent directly to a home phone or cell phone via calling and/or text messaging. CGC MOHAWK crewmembers are required to create an account which can be accomplished through https://cgpaas.uscg.mil. In CGPAAS, crewmembers can input their dependents number so they can be directly notified. Sector Key West also has a Hurricane Hot Line number, (305) 292-8700, option 2, which provides up-to-date- information. 

	I want everyone to be fully prepared for a hurricane. Take this matter very seriously and please exercise all necessary steps now to protect your family in the event of a storm. If you have any questions or concerns, contact CGC MOHAWK’s Hurricane Officer, ENS Justin C. Townsend at (305) 292-8750 or Justin.C.Townsend@uscg.mil or CGC MOHAWK’s Ombudsman Vickie Dowell at (912) 695-9562 or MOHAWKOmbudsman@yahoo.com. 
							
Sincerely,


							C. J. WIESCHHORSTER
							Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
							Commanding Officer, USCGC MOHAWK

Encl: 	(1) General Hurricane Advice and Information

General Hurricane Advice and Information:

1. The safe haven military members and dependents are directed to is in Orlando, FL. Hotel reservations are typically made in advance for all military members and dependents. Pets can only be brought to select hotels.

2. Dependents are not required to travel to Orlando, FL. Reimbursements will be made up to traveling the distance from Key West to Orlando. If dependents leave prior to the evacuation being ordered, they will not be entitled to reimbursements. 

3. Renter’s Insurance is critical due to high risk of flooding in the Keys. Sigsbee is especially prone to flooding and is usually the first area to be evacuated in the event of an approaching storm. 

4. Never fall below half a tank of gas during hurricane season. Many people in Key West will be need to fill up their tanks too and there is not enough gas for everyone on the island all at once. 

5. Keep at least a two week supply of all medications on-hand. 

6. Always have extra water and at least $200/person in cash. If the electricity goes out, credit cards will not work. Remember your cell phone chargers so you can stay in contact!

7. Inventory your property via video or pictures and take them with you. 

Additional Information: 

a. Definitions:

(1) HURRICANE: A tropical cyclone with winds of 74 mph and greater, and is usually accompanied by rain, thunder, lightning, storm surges, floods, and sometimes moves into temperate latitudes.

(2) Hurricane WATCH: Hurricane conditions are possible in the specified area of the WATCH, usually within 36 hours.

(3) Hurricane WARNING: Hurricane conditions are expected in the specified area of the WARNING, usually within 24 hours.

(4) HURRICANE WINDS: Winds which can exceed 155 mph and severely effect areas hundreds of miles inland.

(5) STORM SURGE: Is an abnormal increase in the ocean’s level, sometimes in excess of several meters high and miles wide. A surge can come up to five hours before the storm and destroy low-elevation coastal areas. Storm surges are especially damaging during high tide and responsible for most hurricane deaths.



(6) LANDFALL: The term used to indicate the moment the eye of a hurricane hits land.

(7) CATEGORY: refers to the wind speed and storm surge of the storm itself.  Below are listed the five categories of a hurricane.

i. Category One – Winds of 74-95 miles per hour or a storm surge of four to five feet above normal

ii. Category Two – Winds of 96-110 miles per hour or a storm surge of six to eight feet above normal

iii. Category Three – Winds of 111-130 miles per hour or a storm surge 9 to 12 feet above normal

iv. Category Four – Winds of 131-155 miles per hour or a storm surge of 13-18 feet above normal

v. Category Five – Winds greater than 155 miles per hour or a storm surge over 18 feet above normal

b. Hurricane Specific Information:
(1) Tropical storm systems affecting the Seventh District are generally low-pressure systems formed between the Tropic of Cancer and the equator.  They have counterclockwise wind circulation patterns with maximum winds of 33 knots or less for a tropical depression, 34 to 63 knots for a tropical storm and 64 knots (74 miles per hour) for a hurricane.  The “danger quadrant” of a hurricane (which will have the highest sea states and winds) is usually the northeast quadrant.  The force of the wind increases with the square of the wind speed.  Thus, doubling the wind speed increases its force by a factor of four.  The higher the wind speed, the greater the threat from missile hazards.  

(2) Floods, however, are the primary threat to life and property in a hurricane.  A typical hurricane brings 6 to 12 inches of rainfall in the area it crosses with accumulations of 20 inches or more possible even with tropical storms.  Water related casualties and damage can also result from storm surge, storm tide, or seiche.  A storm surge can cause a rise above the normal tide level on the open coast due to the effects of hurricane winds and low barometric pressure on the water surface.  It can raise the mean water level by up to 17 feet from 50 to 75 miles on either or both sides of a storm, with flooding occurring gradually at the rate of 2 to 5 feet per hour.  Seiche differs from storm surge in that it is a mound of water accumulated by the winds of the hurricane in one section that is released during the approach of the storm center due to changes in bottom topography and coastal configuration.  The water cascades across low lying coastal areas in a series of giant waves, flooding vast areas in a matter of minutes.

(3) The low flat terrains of the coastal areas surrounding Key West are vulnerable to the high winds and high tides, flooding, and heavy rains which accompany tropical disturbances.  The threat to lives and property is very real.  The storm may curve or re-curve at any point and remains a threat to MOHAWK and dependents as long as it is in the area of the Seventh District or the Gulf of Mexico.  Cyclonic disturbances sometimes intensify rapidly, and increase in severity to hurricane proportions within a matter of hours, therefore early planning and promptness in assuming readiness conditions are mandatory.
Contact Information:

1. USCGC MOHAWK Ombudsman
Vickie Dowell
MOHAWKOmbudsman@yahoo.com 
(912) 695-9562

2. USCGC MOHAWK Hurricane Officer
ENS Justin Townsend
Justin.C.Townsend@uscg.mil
(305) 292-8750

3. USCGC MOHAWK Executive Officer
LCDR Benjamin Spector
Benjamin.J.Spector@uscg.mil
(305) 292-8750

4. USCGC MOHAWK’s Facebook Page
https://facebook.com/pages/US-Coast-Guard-Cutter-Mohawk/114335475246545
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