Below: SN Brown was shown how to properly use a pencil flare and other
pyrotechnics by ME1 Van Riper and the rest of the Weapons Division.

MONTHLY

From the Engine room to the Bridge, MOHAWK'’s Crew is busy at work.
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From turning wrenches to launching and recovering helicopters, time has passed
quickly since we left Key West. We started off the patrol with 3 days of Deck
Landing Qualification in support of pilots from several different Coast Guard Air-
stations. Shortly after that, we started our mission working with Joint
Interagency Task Force South (JIATFS) in support of the Coast Guard’s counter-

narcotics mission.



Maritime Counter Drug Operator Course

Boarding Officers had the unique opportunity to
attend the Maritime Counter Drug Operator Course
(MCDOC), hosted by the Maritime Law
Enforcement Academy from Charleston, S.C. The
academy used MOHAWK as a test site for the first
ever MCDOC “road show”; training where certified
instructors travel to local units to provide training.
This four-day course provided Boarding Officers
with specialized training and tools to ensure that
vessels are in compliance with federal laws, treaties
and regulations concerning drug interdiction.
Realistic scenarios were staged as instructors role

played on actual vessels where contraband was

hidden. Using the tools and training provided, our
boarding teams detected contraband in extremely
hard to find areas to include fuel tanks and engine
compartments. This excellent training reinforced the
importance of being an expert on policy and
procedures and conducting professional and
thorough boardings. We look forward to the
opportunity to apply the skills learned from the
MLE Academy and are eager to hear the pipe to
set the go fast bill.
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Congratulations on your

Advancement 1O E-7
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Marlene Riklon being pinned
on by CWO Green and MKC

Torres.
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Shane Carroll being pinned on

by OSC Halliday, OSC
Nielsen, and BMC Bullock.




ENS John Ariail

My name is ENS John Ariail and | just recently reported aboard the
MOHAWK on January 3rd from Officer Candidate School. | am a
prior Boatswain's Mate and have been in the Coast Guard for
about eight years. | am grateful to have the opportunity to serve
onboard the MOHAWK and have been extremely impressed with
how hard everyone works and how people have gone out of the
way to help and train. | enjoy fishing, working out, sports, and
spending time with my family and friends.

IT3 Ryan Krueger

My name is Ryan Krueger and | am an IT3 aboard USCGC
MOHAWK. Before reporting | was stationed aboard a polar
icebreaker, CGC HEALY, out of Seattle, WA. The Coast Guard had
provided me with amazing opportunities and | feel fortunate to be
able to constantly experience new and exciting things. | am glad to
be here and hope that | will be an asset to the crew.

SN Jennifer Johnston

My name is Jennifer Johnston. Most people call me Jenn. | was an
Aquatics instructor before | joined the Coast Guard. | enjoy soccer,
beach, and other outdoor activities. | am 20 years old and | used
to reside in Virginia Beach, VA. | love going to concerts, fun parks
and traveling. My favorite foods are brownies, pizza and chicken
wings. | plan on making senior chief by the end of my Coast Guard
Career. | was thinking OS, MST, or ME.




FN Devin “Doogie” Szymanski

My name is Devin Szymanski. | am 19 years old and | am a
Fireman onboard USCGC MOHAWK. Some hobbies of mine are
skateboarding and Brazilian jiu4itsu. | joined the Coast Guard so |

could have an exciting career helping others. The MOHAWK is my
first unit and | am happy to be working in Main Prop.

FN Charles Hammond

I'm from Homosassa FL. I'm 21, born and raised in Florida and |
have a great family and girlfriend that support me. | love to hunt,
fish, and do anything outdoors. This was my first pick and I'm very
happy to start my Coast Guard career aboard the MOHAWK.

FN Matthew Rhoades

I'm 24 years old and from Charleston, SC. | love warm weather
and being on the water. | enjoy surfing, fishing, and being
outdoors. | am glad to be a part of the MOHAWK team and hope
to learn a lot from this unique experience!




FN Amanda Chipman

| was born in South Carolina, moved to North Carolina, moved to
Idaho where | lived before joining. | am a second degree black belt
in tae kwon do, and play capoeira, another form of martial arts. |
was a developmental therapist before leaving for boot camp. That is
it; pretty boring.

SN John Brown

Hi, I'm Jonathan Brown and there are a lot of things | could tell you
about myself, but | will keep it to a minimum. For starters, | love to
draw anime (cartoons) and make story lines for them. (I wanted to be
a cartoonist before | came here, and | still do!) Parkour (Free-running)
is my favorite hobby. | do like sports like football and basketball, but
I'd rather play sports than watch them on TV. | like exploring and
having adventures, which is a big reason that | joined the Coast
Guard! That's pretty much all you need to know for now. If you want
to know more, just ask me!

SN Celia Lowman

My name is Celia Lowman. | am 20 years old. | used to reside in
Daytona Beach, FL. Before the Coast Guard, | used to work on the
Carnival Cruise Line for 3 years. | also was a camp counselor for
Camp Sunshine. | played soccer at the University of Central Florida
and graduated with a B.A. in Photography. | plan on going IS and
staying in the Coast Guard for 20 years. My favorite color is green.
| love music, concerts, playing guitar, long boarding and black
coffee.




CO’s CORNER

Underway again... | am hoping that everyone had a safe and happy holiday season, and | wish each of
you a healthy, peaceful and prosperous 2011. MOHAWK is back at sea - which is where ships are
supposed to be. | know it’s a strain on our people to be away from family, friends and loved ones, but it's
so important that your Guardians are here in MOHAWK doing what they do best; keeping our waters and
our country safe from “all threats foreign and domestic”.

We've only been at sea for a short time, but it’s been incredibly busy! We have done over 300 helicopter
evolutions helping new aviators practice the challenging task of landing a helicopter on a small, moving
flight deck at sea and qualifying new shipboard personnel in helicopter operations duties. In addition we
have executed an ammunition on-load, a challenging nighttime navigation detail, and worked some
“regular” Coast Guard operations as well. And we’re only a week into our deployment! We're excited to
be working with our embarked aviation detachment and hope to find some more bad guys and get them off
the water.

While we were in port over the holidays, the crew was very busy carrying-out a dockside maintenance
availability. These are very important “time-outs” for the cutter to get some much-needed maintenance.
MOHAWK worked hard in 2010, towing a ship twice her size for 10 days in 14 foot seas, working in Port-
au-Prince, Haiti helping treat hundreds of survivors of the earthquake, and sailing thousands of miles from
home to West Africa. As my wife would say, she needed a good spa treatment after all of that. | am very
pleased with how the ship looks and runs. Your Mohicans did an outstanding job making repairs and
getting MOHAWK looking “ship-shape” again after our busy year. Now she’s ready to go back to work,
and so are we!

On a bittersweet note, we've been saying goodbye to a number of our shipmates lately. It seems that
transfer season is upon us. If you and your Mohican have orders out this summer, be sure to engage early
to book your move. There is a new self-help system in place that is receiving good reviews from the field,
but moving slots book-up quickly. As a command, we will do everything we can to make everyone’s
permanent change of station transfer as painless and as convenient as possible. Please bear in mind,
though, that we will have to balance the needs of the ship against the needs of the member and there may
possibly be a situation where we will need to compromise. | hope to keep those situations to a minimum.
Two members of the crew we're losing this summer are Dawn Hoffpauir and Megan Vega - two of our
three Ombudsmen. They’ve done a super job and we’re going to miss them. If anyone is interested in
being part of our Ombudsman Team, please drop me or the XO a line or send an e-mail to our Ombudsman
Team at: MOHAWKOmbudsman@yahoo.com.

At the same time, we're pleased to welcome several new faces and there are many more on the way. Meet
our new crewmembers for yourself here in the newsletter. Included in those “new faces on the way” is my
relief, Commander Mark Fedor. | have known CDR Fedor for many years. He is a stalwart mariner and |
know he will be a great addition to the MOHAWK crew. He and his family are coming from Washington,
DC and they will be in Key West sometime this summer. Stay tuned for information on change of command
date.

Thanks to all of you for your continued support. Without all of you keeping the home fires burning, we
couldn’t be out here doing our jobs. You are a vital part of Team MOHAWK!
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Hello MOHAWK family, | hope this month’s newsletter finds you all in good health!

| hope you all enjoyed the holiday season and the extended inport with your loved ones. | know
the crew sure deserved the time off they got after the long trip to Africa and the 3 week run right

before Thanksgiving.

Well we are underway again but only for a short trip this time, we will be home before you know
it. As for this patrol, well | really can’t say where we will be going but we will all be looking out for
one another and will be back home safe and sound. Keep the emails coming to your loved ones;
they help in so many ways. We have a professor from Vincennes University teaching a few
different types of math classes to members of the crew. What a great program, it allows the crew a
chance to participate in college level classes, receiving college level credits upon completion. If
there is one piece of advice | could give anybody, activity duty member or dependent, take
advantage of every educational opportunity the Coast Guard offers, they are there for all of us.

Now this next inport should provide a good deal of time off for the crew of MOHAWK. The crew
from the CGC Thetis is going to be takihng MOHAWK out on patrol leaving us behind to enjoy most
of the summer with our families. Also upon our return, the transfer season should be kicking off so

we will be saying goodbye to some good friends as they move onto their new units and welcoming
all of the new members of the MOHAWK family to Key West.

As for me, | am retiring later this year and starting terminal leave in June. | hope my submissions to
the newsletter have provided a small sample of life for the crew of MOHAWK. | have enjoyed the
job as Command Chief but am looking forward to life after the Coast Guard, being a dad,
husband and grandfather. Of course | am sure my wife will have to adjust and | am sure for awhile
she will ask me “Isn’t it time for you to get underway again?” | am not sure who the next
Command Chief will be but rest assured, the crew will be in good hands. As always feel free to
email me anthony.j.edwards@uscg.mil if you have any questions. Good luck to all of you, thank

you for the emails and make home wherever the Coast Guard sends you.

See you soon!
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MOHAWK had the pleasure of sailing for a few days with

three of the Coast Guard Auxiliary’s finest. Jerry, Elsie,

and Melvi joined the crew in watchstanding and helped us
to make a safe journey to Mayport, FL. It was really great
having an opportunity to fully integrate “Team Coast
Guard” and see these Auxiliarists utilize the skills they
mastered during a recent Advanced Coastal Navigation
course. One of the cornerstones of the Auxillary’s mission
is directly supporting the Coast Guard, and that’s exactly
what these three did- in an extremely professional and
enthusiastic way. | encourage other cutters to support the
Auxilary with underway opportunities whenever possible.
You would be amazed how much knowledge they have to

share.



Classifieds

Joe I riss you and the a’oﬂé . ﬁ/ope you are
/Iat//‘nj Fun and T/ See you soon. XOXOXO

i Debbie

Z riss and love you very much!!! Yappy
Valentines day and I cant wat o come home Zo
See you and baby boy!! Be sate and take care.
Love you so so rmuch. Kiss éaéy Lucas For me..

7o ry three awesome ladies Dawon, Dacey and
Kiley "YHappy Valentines day"  Love Dad.

i Wifey, 4 Jasrine coill you two be sy
Va/entines?

Love Yoa,

Daddy!

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY 7O OUR DIVISION
CHIEF, EMC TJOHYN KANE!N!! —— FROM THE
ENTIRE EM DIVISION

Katie,
Yappy Valentine's Day; I love and miss you
~Van

Wanted: One DPY/BPA, For the rest of ry life.
Z wish I was there +or Valentines Day and I/ be
home socon. Say hello o ryy XBOX Ffor me. I
can? wat Zo get home and have a beer and a shot
coith rry BFF. Love you!

7T /ove you ard russ both of vou happy valentines
o/ca// Sorry T cowldn'?t be there to celebrate it
with you. Send me Some chocolade runt 3/}/

sScout Coo,é/eS .

MOM- I /ove you super much and happy
valentine's day. May ¢/is be a special time for you
and the fapuly and I miss you quuy's terribly. Stay
safe and i/l be Seeing you very soon. wWith love

yoar Son >

Monica— Aaéy 7 was this time last year that you
Sent me that Song ad I wish I cowld sSee you
bet T know in Time we will have owr Zime. Your

So worth the wat and fnow Ir Seno/fnj you sy
/ove /’rom /[ere. A LOl/f YO&/././././

Happy Valentines Day Brittany! I /ove you and I
hope you like whadl I sent you. You are aleoass
on ry rind and I cant wat to come home and
Sweep you ofF your feet. There are So ruany
Z‘/]/'nj\s thad I would like 2o do with you. Let's
lake a Crip Lo Miapn when T 3:3{ back.

Love Keith

7o the Nielsen Family,

Dearna I'm So exciled lo See a picture of rn
neco [ittle niece. Also Im prowud of Jared #or
3&&/}73 300:/ 3raa’e§ and Si/‘c(’/‘ng in school. It's
important o get a good educdation. Morm and Dad
thanks For ée.irg Chere Ffor me and I Acpe it
thawws ouwt in Bend, OK. On the plus side I
imagine Mousnt Bachelor is perfect for Slé//ng and
plasing in the Snocw. I /ooé/nﬁ Foreward Zo z‘a(’/ng
a Zrip to Bend 2o spend some time cith you guy's.
Grandma Kosie and Grandpa Jipr I love you gqeuss
and hope the deer arent eating all of your plats
and Flowers. Grandma Terry I had a gread Zise
when I came Zo visit and lope Z‘/]/‘n\gs @re going
well. I wish all of sy aunts, wuncles, and
cousins the best and I can? wat to be back

/701)78 -

Katie-Did; %qppy Valentine's Da}/, wWish I could
be Chere o spend it coith you, but there's always
rext year and the yvear after that! I /ove you.

Lisa- %@P/y Valertines Da)/.’ Been Z‘/7/n(’/n3 aboed yvou a
/et and can?t wat to see you! I sight have to pack
you in sy Sea éaﬂ Ffor the rnext paz‘ro/ . Love and »risSS

yoél .

%/qppy Valentines D@/ Boo! I /ove you <3



