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	FORWARD DEPLOYED COAST GUARDSMAN RECOGNIZED FOR EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE
NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY BAHRAIN – Petty Officer Kevin Zak, a native of Sarasota, Florida, reported to the Servicing Personnel Office of Coast Guard Patrol Forces Southwest Asia (PATFORSWA) in November 2013.  Upon arrival, Zak took on the daunting task of providing administrative support to six Island-class cutters and nearly 300 Coast Guard men and women.  As the lead Petty Officer responsible for records management, he rapidly developed innovative internal audit procedures that improved unit efficiency and contributed to an overall 99.9% accountability rating.  Additionally, Zak was hand selected to fill the critical role of command yeoman.  He skillfully processed travel requirements throughout the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility, drafted senior level correspondence, and managed PATFORSWA’s newly reported personnel indoctrination program.  
Prior to joining the Coast Guard in October 2005, Yeoman Second Class (YN2) Zak served in the U.S. Army for four years.  His first Coast Guard assignment following recruit training in Cape May, New Jersey, was to Sector Jacksonville, Florida.  In 2006, Zak reported to the Servicing Personnel Office at Coast Guard Training Center Yorktown, Virginia. His most recent tour of duty before reporting to PATFORSWA was at the Reserve Personnel Management branch at Coast Guard Personnel Service Command located in Washington D.C. 
PATFORSWA is the Coast Guard’s largest unit outside of the United States.  Established in 2002 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, PATFORSWA has played a key role in maritime security and maritime infrastructure protection operations.  PATFORSWA is comprised of six Island-class cutters, shore side support personnel, Redeployment Assistance and Inspection Detachment, the Middle East Training Team, and other deployable specialized forces operating throughout the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility, including Afghanistan and Kuwait.  

###
The U.S. Coast Guard is a military, maritime, multi-mission service within the 
Department of Homeland Security dedicated to protecting the safety and security of America.


YN2 Kevin Zak recognized as Coast Guard Enlisted Person of the Quarter during a ceremony at Naval Support Activity Bahrain, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command.








