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COAST GUARDSMAN IN BAHRAIN ADVANCED TO CHIEF PETTY OFFICER
MANAMA, KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN – Chief Petty Officer Christopher Brittingham, a native of Everett, Washington and later Fredericksburg, Virginia serves as the Chief Operations Specialist onboard U.S. Coast Guard Cutter AQUIDNECK (WPB 1309), a subcommand of Coast Guard Patrol Forces Southwest Asia (PATFORSWA).  The AQUIDNECK is one of six Island Class Patrols Boats that permanently operates in the Arabian Gulf in support of U.S. Navy missions.  Chief Brittingham, recently promoted to the rank of Chief or E-7, is on his second tour with PATFORSWA. He is solely responsible for ensuring that AQUIDNECK can communicate with Coalition Forces also operating in the Arabian Gulf. 
Chief Brittingham first joined the Coast Guard in 2004 and his afloat units include the Coast Guard Cutters AQUIDNECK, LEGARE, RUSH and MAUI. His also served ashore at Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound, WA.  Throughout these assignments, he proudly aided response efforts during Hurricane Katrina, the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, and the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, Washington. Chief Brittingham attended Cascade High School in Everett, Washington.  In 2007, he married Mackenzie L. Reynolds of Fredericksburg, Virginia.  His Father, John R. Brittingham, is a resident of Locust Grove, Virginia and his mother, Barbara J. Prentiss, is a resident of Everett, Washington. Chief Brittingham has been awarded the Coast Guard Commendation Medal, Coast Guard Achievement Medal, and Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal. 
PATFORSWA is the Coast Guard’s largest unit outside of the United States.  Established in 2002 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, PATFORSWA has played a key role in maritime security and maritime infrastructure protection operations.  PATFORSWA is comprised of six Island-class cutters, shore side support personnel, Redeployment Assistance and Inspection Detachment, the Middle East Training Team, and other deployable specialized forces operating throughout the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility, including Afghanistan and Kuwait. 
###
The U.S. Coast Guard is a military, maritime, multi-mission service within the 
Department of Homeland Security dedicated to protecting the safety and security of America.
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