
 

 
Manual Logging Program 
 
This is the most basic logging method requiring 
only the paper logging form, pencils, and a hand 
held calculator.  Conversely this manual logging is 
also the most labor intensive of the methods 
available. 
 
 

 

 
Computer Spreadsheet Logging Program 
 
This is logging method uses a personnel computer 
based spreadsheet program such as Excel or MS 
Works to record the changes and check to see if 
additional stability reviews should be done by a 
qualified naval Architect.  This method is the least 
labor intensive for the user and minimizes the 
potential of errors by the user.  This logging method 
does require access to a PC, but the PC does not 
need to be located onboard your vessel. 
 
 
List of Contacts for Additional Information 
 
USCG Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety 
Coordinator  -  www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/cfvs/ 
1-202-372-1251  1-800-368-5647 
 
Transport Canada, Marine Safety, Small Vessels 
www.tc.gc.ca/marinesafety  -  1-613-991-3145 
 
North Pacific Fishing Vessel Owner’s Association 
www.npfvoa.org  -  1-206-285-3383 
 
Alaska Marine Safety Education Association 
www.amsea.org  -  1-907-747-3287 

 

 
Naval Architect Based Logging Program 
 
This logging method uses a simple paper form to 
record each change.  This form is then forwarded to 
your naval architect for their analysis of the changes 
impact on your vessel’s stability.  This method will 
provide the highest level of safety, but at a higher 
dollar cost than the other two methods.  This method 
is best suited for those to whom the basic concepts 
of stability remain a mystery or who do not whish to 
take the higher risks present in the other two logging 
methods. 
 
 
Important Reminder 
 
First and foremost for any successful logging 
method an up-to-date stability analysis of your 
vessel must be available.  A logging program is 
design to track the change in your vessel’s stability 
from a known safe condition.  Just as in dead 
reckoning, if don’t know your starting location, you 
can not determine if your current location is safe. 
 
Second, a qualified Naval Architect must assist in 
setting up any logging program and periodically 
reviewing its results.  Stability is very complex and 
has many hidden and dangerous subtleties that only 
a qualified Naval Architect can uncover.  A logging 
program can not catch all of these nuances.



 


