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CERTIFICATION O~ F!SliE:tMEN 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COM."'!ERCIAL FISHING INDUSTRY VESSEL 
SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGARDING TBE CERTIFICATION OP 

COMPETENCY OF OPERATORS OF DOCUMEN~ED ~ISHING INDUSTRY 
VESSELS UNDER 200 GRbss TONS 

The Onited States Coast Oua4d has rec:ordecl the casualty and· 
fatality rates for the commercial fishing industry.· The 
Committee believes these numbers are unacceptably high and 
has attempted through its work and previous recommendations 
to offer concrete means of lowerinq.them. Statistics show 
that many accidents relating· to fishing vessels are , /
contri:buted to or caused by human factors. The prevention of 
many accidents, casual ties, and fatali ties can be prevented.''~ · 
by the acquisition of certain knowledge, skills and 
abilities. The Committee feels that a minimum level 0£ .· . 
competency be established fo.r operators of documented fisbilig
industry vessels under 200 gross tons. Thus, the Commi~t.ee. 
rejects the status quo where this c:.lass of opera.tors is not 
requi:-ed tom~et any standards. 

The Committee feels the best wa7 to attain a.desired level of 
c:oinpeteney is with relevant and practical hands on training
and the acquisition of knowledge, skills and abilities. 

Those evidencing proficiency in this way should be issued a 
"credential". Steps leading to this credenti•l would htalp
insure competency and. ra:tse professionalism within the 
industry. Su.,pension or revocation of this credential would 
al.so provide a means by which appropriate authorities could 
remove incompetent persons f.r.om positions of responsibilit.Y 
on c orr.merei al fishing vessels •• 

The Committee recommends that the Secretar:r of Transportation 
prepare a legislative proposal that establishes a 
ttcred.ential" for the Qperators of fishing-, fish processin~. 
and fish tender vessels. Further this plan should apply to 
all regions and fishet'ies of the United States and its 
territories. · 

This plan shall apply to "operators" of federally documented 
commercial fishing vessels less than 200 qross tons. So that 
the International Tonnage Convention.does not interfere with 
this proposal, existing regulations, or proposed fishing
vessel safety regulations, the committee recommends the 
following in orde:- to·maintain the-status quo: one,. that 
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manning and watch keeping requirements'are not increased by. 
a shift from national to international tonna9e, and two, that 
fishing vessel safety regulations and certification of 
operat.ors not he avoided by any decrease in tonna<Je by a 
shift in the abov• tonnages. A modification by Congress ~o 
amend Puhli~ Law 100-424 to sp~cify a length over all o: the 
current ..tc:>nnage standard on documented fishin9 vessels would 
accomplish this end. 

t!!!.!i~~~.:~t e.fn:e~oinm•?_ds ~--u~!!~~se:o.: ~-~--~!he;-f edera; ..-aoinc7~:t·o~~ 
:QY-.ersee=.:.an!i.::..adminia~~-r_:.;_t,his: pro~ram b.eeaus;e of 1 ts . · 

• established relationship and experience with the marine 
industry.· There is much' to be gained by keepin9· the . .. 
interactions of the· 90.vernment and. the commercial fishing 
industry consolidated in as few a;encies as possible. ' · ' 

. 	 • . • . ..·· 'l4J>DFT/fJ> The per.son in ebarge of the vessel :;hall be responsible for .~. 
n.______ overall safety. This person shall be CilVailable to advise aii:r 

watch keeper whenever a question about the safe operation of i: 
the vessel arises. 

he Committee recommends that.the following minimum numb•l:'o:C!f 
qualified persons be aboard commercial fishing vessels: ·· ... ,. '· 

Vessel Size Qualified Personnel 
--~~--------------~------~----------~-----------------------~ 

A doc::. F/V<79 ft & Operator
<200 GT 

B 	 doc. F/V> or =-79', ¥as~er, Certified 
<200 OT, & <16 ?OB Fisherman. 

t 

doe. F/V> or =· 79', ·Master, Opera.tor, 
<200 GT, > or = 16. Cer~ified Fisherman 

PO:S 

These break points in size and personnel were chosen to 
reflect. international standards, language of the CFIVSA of 
l98S, and in order to facilitate implementation of this 
proposal. 

Class S a."'l.ci C vessels :-equire more qual.ified personnel. The 
number o_f persons on hoe.rd and the higher level of complexity 
on these vessels would indicate the need for more responsible

.___.and competent· persons in charge i_f-t-he..master is off watch. 

The.committee recommends that a Certified Fisherman possess
basic competency in Rules of the Road and seamanship. The 
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indi\tidual must speak :S:n9lish and meet: vi;;ior.. standards 
~including differentiation of colors. The person must also 

possess a certificate f~om a USCG approved Personal surviva: 
Course (IMO). 

I:l addition to the a!>ove, the Operator shall possess basic 

competency in navigation. He shall also possess a current 

C?R and ?'irst Aid card. Experience shall i:ic:luC.e six months 

of sea time. 


A Master, i:i addition to all the above, sh~ll possess more 
extensive knowledge of Rules of the Road, navigation
(includin9 electronic:), "'and .seamanship. Furthermore, he 
shall possess competency in stability, fire prevention and 
cont=ol, fishin9 vessel regulations, and weather. Ex-perienca 
s=.all :.nclu6,e twc years cf see timg, .· 

These requi:-ements re:fl eet a balance between what is .requi.i~d :~; 
for safety on one hand and yet reduces the burden·· of 
implementation on the fishing industry and the Coast Guard. 
These minimum requirements may be increased if deemed · 
necessary in the future. Equivalencies may exist in the 
current USCG licensing scheme, i.e., OUPV +Personal Survival 
Course (IMO) = Operator. 

It is hoped. and desired that any training proposal will build 
upon existing programs which have been developed in · 
cooperation with the fishing industry. It is further 
recommended that the Coast Guard work in close consultation 
wit.h the industry to develop practical standards for 

·training and evaluations. This should facilitate ac:ceptanee

of this plan by the industry. 


The USCG may.authorize third parties to evaluate mariners 

against a. prescribed competency standard and to ucerti£y"

applicants found qualified as part of the Coast Guard 

requirements. 'The committee strongly supports the concept of 

thi:d party training. For example, the committee is 

investigating the appropriateness of 1;tilizin; the Maritime 

Administration in. t::"ai:iin9. 


The Committee hopes. that those people with ' history of . . 
experience in the fishing industry· prior to implementation of 

these re9ulations, who can demons>trate proficiency in any. of. 

these subjects, will be grandfathered in for that.requirement 

at an appropriate co~pet~nay lev•l. However, individuals 

rnl.:st still be in possession of a current CPR, First Aid, and 

Personal Survival Course (IMO) c:.at.~d.s. ··· 


credential$ should be renewed ever?· five· years. This would 

include a 5hort refresher course in Personal Survival (IMO~ 

to keep individuals abreast of changes in technology. 
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'?he CFIVSAC feels the above :-eeommendatic~s out!i:le a 
realistic and flexi!:>le plan: !t attempt-s·to ease the hea~y 
impact on- the U.S. commercial fishing ind'L:.stry and on the 
U.S. Coast Guard, yet stil"l: hel;;> reduce ~he c'L:.rren.t 
unacceptably high level of fatalities, oasu~lties, and number 
and ~everity of pe~sonal ~nju~iea. 

These recommendations were made by general consensus of th• 
member.ship of the CPIVSAC at a meetinc;t held in Washington, · 
D.C. January 25 and 26, 1990 •. 
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