MICHIGAN NURSES ASSOCIATION
MINURSES  sm=ssu.,
2310 Jolly Oak Road 1500 W. Washington St., Suites 5 and 6

s . Okemos, MI 48864 Marquette, M| 49855
S S O C l a | o n phone: 517-349-5640 phone: 906-226-7053
fax: 517-349-5818 fax: 906-226-2701

web: WWW.Minurses.org

February 25, 2016
RE: Coast Guard approval of second private span between Detroit and Windsor

Both as a Registered Nurse and a mother of two young children, | am very concerned that approval of
the proposal to build a new bridge is moving too fast.

You have no doubt been presented with many statistics about the connection between diesel emissions
and poor health outcomes. | would like there to be a focus on the risks to children, who are living in an
area that is already documented as harmful to their health. These children are already being exposed to
toxic emissions that cause lifelong problems, including increased asthma rates.

1 would respectfully suggest that we consider the damage that has been done to a whole generation of
kids in Flint, and how difficult it is to deal with the exposure to toxins after the fact. Here, by contrast,
we have the chance to prevent a toxic environment from getting worse.

As you know, diesel emissions are a known carcinogen.

As a nurse | have had the privilege of working with many individuals who are dealing with cancer. Most
of the time, no one can pinpoint anything that caused the cancer. But in the cases where there is a
direct link, how many lives and how much heartache would be saved if we could stop cancer from
developing in the first place?

Here, we literally have the chance to prevent cancer and other serious ilinesses by limiting exposure to
diesel emissions. That is a powerful opportunity and responsibility.

Every parent wants their children to grow up safe and healthy, and children should have that right no
matter where they live. No parent would force their child to smoke; how is it OK that children are forced
to inhale toxic chemicals like benzene just by virtue of where they live? Children should not have to
struggle with something as basic as being able to breathe.

In conclusion, | urge the U.S. Coast Guard to conduct a complete, updated Environmental Impact Study
before making a decision about the bridge. | urge you to consider the economic costs of increased
hospitalization, children who cannot succeed in school and people who are not healthy enough to work;
I urge you first and foremost, though, to think of the lives and human potential that will be lost if this
plan moves forward.

Sincerely,

sy, B R

Julia Morrissey, BSN, RN
Member, Board of Directors, Michigan Nurses Association
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Raymond E. Basham

oS

Wayne County Commission

WAYNE COUNTY COMMISSION
500 GRISWOLD, 7TH FLOOR
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226

Commission Office:
(313) 224-0876
Fax: (313) 967-1234

Commissioner District 14

February 24, 2016

Commandant (CG-BRG-2)

U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, Stop 7418
2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20593-7418

To Whom It May Concern:

Re: Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project Permit Application Comments

| appreciate the opportunity to provide comments in response to Public Notice 09-01-16 for the
Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project (ABEP) Reevaluation — Environmental Assessment. | would
like to briefly comment on a number of issues within this proposal that continue to be concerns for this
project.

My concerns on this issue have remained consistent since | began actively involved in various proposals
for additional border crossings in the Detroit-Windsor corridor. Any proposed border crossing must et
present a complete, freeway to freeway solution that actually enhances our region’s economic
competitiveness while taking into account the various environmental, social, and historical concerns on
both sides of the international border. The application as presented fails to address a number of issues.

First, while there have been some significant discussions between the City of Detroit and the DIBC
regarding the transfer of public park land to the DIBC for use in this project. It is my understanding that
neither the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, nor the U.S. National Park Service have signed
off on this land transfer. Prior to any approval by the USCG, as well as other permitting agencies, this
issue needs to first be resolved.

Secondly, it is my understanding that there is not a consistency of data utilized in this permit application.
Specifically, data included in this application for air quality projections and traffic congestion needs to be
updated from the original proposal. Several of the air quality modeling requirements have changed since
the original submission of this application. in addition, much of the submitted data is based on the original
proposed configuration of this project, instead of what has actually been constructed at the site.

Again, | appreciate the opportunity to comment on this application. | would encourage the U.S. Coast
Guard to carefully review this application and require that a complete proposal with accurate, up-to-date
data be submitted before this project can even be considered.

Sincerely,

7@% //S{, *L-/'L//z:/——/—_*

RAYMOND E. BASHAM
Wayne County Commissioner
14" District

REB:bcp

&






812 S. West End
Detroit, Ml 48209

PO Box 32182

Detroit, Ml 48232

(313) 717-8223
swdetroitcbc@gmail.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Scott Brines, President
Resident

Rev. Kevin Casillas, Vice President

First Latin American Baptist
Church

Selina Carrion, Treasurer
Resident

Debra Williams, Secretary
St. Paul AME Church

Tyrone Carter

Original United Citizens of
Southwest Detroit

Greg Everett
People's Community Services

Michael Christopher
Resident

Antonio Cosme
Resident

Thomas Dombroski
Resident

Pastor Charles Heath
Second Chance COGIC

Forest Hudson
Resident

Candida Leon, Resident,

Detroit Hispanic Development
Corporation

Jerry Pauzus
We Dare to Care

Elaine Piotrowski
Resident

Kathy Wendler

Southwest Detroit Business
Association

] \ )
Southwest Detrojt o~
Commaunity Benafts Coalition
February 25, 2016

Commandant (CG-BRG-2)

U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, Stop 7418
2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20593-7418

Re: Public Notice 09a-01-16
Dear Coast Guard Permit Review:

The following are Public Comments regarding the application by the
Ambassador Bridge Company for a proposed Enhancement Project. We
strongly recommend denial of the permit for reasons described below.

The Southwest Detroit Community Benefits Coalition is a grassroots non-
profit community organization representing 800 members and works to
protect residents in Southwest Detroit from the negative impacts of
developments and cumulative pollution, and toward a sustainable, healthy
community. Southwest Detroit communities are among the most polluted
places in the country with a high concentration of diesel emissions from
hosting transportation infrastructure and pollution from other industries all
in close proximity to where residents live.

Residents of this Environmental Justice Community are majority Latino and
African American families and with many family incomes well below the
federal median. The area has many vulnerable senior citizens and our
district has the highest concentration of children in the City of Detroit and
the most children under 5 years of age. Residents suffer higher incidences
of health diseases per capita than anywhere in the state, including lung and
heart diseases and cancers.

Local Health Department data indicates adults are hospitalized for asthma
at three times the rate as adults across Michigan in the zip code that
includes the Ambassador Bridge. The Ambassador Bridge is the primary
industry in the that zip code.

Low-socioeconomic status is associated with greater negative heaith
impacts from pollution. Many families have multiple severe health
conditions. The University of Michigan School of Public Health faculty have
conducted longterm air and health studies on SW Detroit, particularly
concerning mobile source emissions. Their findings indicate a high
association between increased concentration of air toxins and increased
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incidence of high blood pressure, which is associated in with increased heart attacks and
early mortality.

No permit should be granted by the USCG to the Detroit International Bridge Company
(DIBC or any of its representatives) to construct an additional 6-lane “twin” or
“replacement” span without compelling a full Federal Environmental Impact Study in
order to guarantee that all impacts to the local community are assessed and that
proper mitigation steps are provided.

- f ible vs Current 4-Lan

The DIBC proposes to possibly keep open the existing Ambassador Bridge for special
events or circumstances, and it has been previously publicly stated that the Ambassador
Bridge could be used for “overflow” - which could potentially be 10-Lanes of use. This
alone should compel a Full Environmental Impact Study, as the project at 6-lanes or
possibly 10-lanes is NOT merely a replacement for the existing bridge.

Any development project of this magnitude should fully account for impacts and
necessary mitigation measures, including to reduce exposure of residents,diesel
emissions impacts. Such mitigation might include buffering distances, diesel emissions
reduction technologies, home air filtration, and the installation of air monitors that
specifically monitor for components of diesel emissions and that they be
appropropriately located to determine public health impacts and that they be fully
funded by the applicant.

Furthermore, we are extremely concerned that an outdated and inadequate
Environmental Assessment could be considered adequate to protect public health by
any federal, state, or local agency. We are concerned for the lack of full public
notification for the “Re-evaluation of the Environmental Assessment” conducted in
2015. Residents of the community were not adequately made aware of that process
and-thusdid-not_have the opportunity to engage in the process.

As a proposed international development, any application must fully consider and
adhere to all bi-national air and water protections. With the current inadequate and
outdated Enviromental Assessment, the affected communities on both sides of the
border have no assurance that full protections have been evaluated.

Thank you for your strong consideration of the need for community protection.

. LK// Y.
Scott Brines, President

Southwest Detroit Community Benefits Coalition
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Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project,

Detroit River

U.S. Coast Guard Public Meeting

Comment Form

Name: @L@F | & RD@L’\&

Phone: 5/3 -A/5 -7 3  Date: A-259 -2 1%
Email Address: _Gsrocha (@ aol. dem

Affiliation: Sps,dent

(Personal information will only be used to contact you should clarification be needed regarding your comment. If submitted
here at this meeting, your comment will be uploaded to the Coast Guard Bridge Program website at:
http://www.uscg.mil/hg/cgS/cg551/Coast % 20Guard %20Lead % 20Projects.asp. Comments are due by February 28, 2016.)

Your Comment:
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Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project,
Detroit River
U.S. Coast Guard Public Meeting

Comment Form

Name: £Lpuel// v/’ [yburn

Phone: W77/ 1 ! Date: 2/ S:/ 20/ &
Email Address: LovELL (L %5‘&:&;7@2 YA 175’2 o)
Affiliation: M Su) PETROI T (RESI[ ¥ T

(Personal information will only be used to contact you should clarification be needed regarding your comment. If submitted
here at this meeting, your comment will be uploaded to the Coast Guard Bridge Program website at:
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/cg551/Coast 7% 20Guard % 20L.ead % 20Projects.asp. Comments are due by February 28, 2016.)

Your Comment:
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Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project,
Detroit River

U.S. Coast Guard Public Meeting

Comment Form

Name: gw/ﬂ/ /F / 7224 /Z €, /

Phone: @5)3-}79 &oy;lg Date: Q/é//)@/é

Email Address: \~dU €2 ) @ fosTononl ; ©Ons

Affiliation: i s~ /2;5%7 F éé/édo@/c /;) /)/:/V%C;Vb &

(Personal information will only be used to contact you should clarification be needed regarding your comment. If submitted
here at this meeting, your comment will be uploaded to the Coast Guard Bridge Program website at:
http://www.uscg.mil/hag/cg5/cg551/Coast % 20Guard % 20Lead % 20Projects.asp. Comments are due by February 28, 2016.)

Your Comment:
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Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project,
Detroit River

U.S. Coast Guard Public Meeting

ment Form

Name: C\‘(n&pa [ O\ whafy/

Phone: BT?\JW—?g l&q ] Dte:
WA

Email Address:
Affiliation:

(Personal information will only be used to contact you should clarification be needed regarding your comment. If submitted
here at this meeting, your comment will be uploaded to the Coast Guard Bridge Program website at:
http://www.uscg.mil/hg/cgS/cg551/Coast % 20Guard % 201.ead % 20Projects.asp. Comments are due by February 28, 2016.)

Your Comment:
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Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project,
Detroit River
U.S. Coast Guard Public Meeting

Comment Form

Name: Corppe € 8 l_(/‘:/

Phone: |2(3-K¥43-“y|~7 Date: L ,Q?fff\
Email Address:
Affiliation: Cir262) S .w Deztn, T

(Personal information will only be used to contact you should clarification be needed regarding your comment. If submitted
here at this meeting, your comment will be uploaded to the Coast Guard Bridge Program website at:
http://www.uscg.mil/hg/cgS/cg551/Coast % 20Guard %201.ead % 20Projects.asp. Comments are due by February 28, 2016.)

Your Comment:
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Ambassador Bridge Enhancement Project,

Detroit River

U.S. Coast Guard Public Meeting

Comment Form

Name: 4[4{/ 6 e %beﬂ/g/ , y:
Phoge:’ 3)77%’(‘/%g e Date: 52;/ ﬂc// /é
Email Address; /

Affiliation: /5/4‘7\/@&/“0 (///ﬁ e

_—

(Personal information will only be used to contact you should clarification be needed regarding your comment. If submitted
here at this meeting, your comment will be uploaded to the Coast Guard Bridge Program website at:
http://www.uscg.mil/hg/cgS/cg551/Coast % 20Guard %201.ead % 20Projects.asp. Comments are due by February 28, 2016.)
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