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From: Chisf, Merchont Veesel Inspeetiocn Ddwision
Tos Oommendant
Via:  Chief, Offies of Morchant Marine Safety

Subj: Morine Board of Imvestipe } axplomion and fire tank
: vessels LOHPOC od VICTOR H, s Uleim, Califorsia,
12 July 1952, with loss of 1ife

1. Pareusnt to the provisions of Title b6 C.F,H, Part 136, the
mummmmummummm
together with its Pindings of Fect, Conclnsions mnd Recommondrtions
hos hecn reviewed ond is forwerded herowlth,

2, mummsz,mmmvmm:t KELLY of Boliay
built in 1940, and the tank vessol LOMPOC of 10,448 g.t., in
m.mﬂmﬁmmwﬂmmmwn
latm , California, dlscharging thair respective cargoes, The weathor
mﬁwnm,msham,mﬂmmwmnm
not & warm day, At spprovisstely 11450 @ of unfietermined origln
waE discoversd nnderueath the dook, -
end spread to the two tank mllﬂmpidu. The damage to tha
LOMPOC vas sstimated at 3156,000 and the dumage to t-H.

o wes §1,817,500, Thuummbmmmmhmm
persoac lost thedr lives as a result of this casualty: ' ,

ton, Mester, 55 VICPGR H. kY, I
Los Angeles, Californias :

s Badio Opermtor, 55 VICTOR H, KELLY, ; : A
+p Bape, Celifornisa; end RN W

Rollis N, r, Wiper, 55 VIOYCR H, EFLLY, -
] A, Californda.
3, - The Board made the followlng Flndings of Facty
"l.  On Ssturdsy, 12 July 1952, at 1150 hours, Pecific Daylight et

Time, a fire troke cut cn the Unlon 011 Cespany of Califernia wharf
A" at Oleum, Califcrnia, snd aprend repddly acrosz the wharf to the

Thomas +, A,

r .
s LR




i ERREE AR 7 SRR S N
i, F. Jivicion to _ . 25 Hovembar 1982 ; i
Dommruadant e fmﬁ: - VICTUE H, K-1LLY - a<12 3d)

VICT 4 bk, £77LY and the LOHO0, The maotor sod two orew meabers of the
FICTA H, KRILY loat their lives and thet vesesl wos & totd loss, Thros
eraw nimbors of the wossals ware hospitolized for injurios,  Thoss who
loat thedr lives werer

#, -ugene J, Fulton, Master, 55 VicTol H, K'LLY, [
. T—, L Badls Operuter, o5 VICEOR H
- m '-1l! 1—“ [ ]
xicy, RN . tope. codifornie; e
¢, follie N, Yarger, Wiper, 53 VICTR H, E‘:‘.I.I.l',ﬁ
BN, ilrnrien, California.

"2,  Tho vessele involved wares
a, 55 VICTOR H, RELLY, ofTicial Mo, 235206, badlt

horeepowor " Itmluti.-rﬂ .
and cortificated ut Los Angeles, California, on 31 My
1952, The veesel's home port was Hew Tork, N, Y., md
1t~mm-ﬂtgerumunﬂlrr1ﬂﬁmqntim, Stats

Ot., RHew York, ¥, Y., and was eperated by Unlon Ol Company

of Califormia, £17 West 7th St., Los .ngeles, Califosnis,

at the tima of the casualty, Tanks Nos 4

gentar snd sterbourd, were forward of the midship howvae
and tanks fos, b, 5, 6, 7 snd 8, port, center mnd star-
board, wers aft of the midshdp house, The engine room
space aod poart and stearboanrd buniter tanks were =ft,

b, 55 L#°0C, official No. 248653, uilt of stesel at
Portland, Oregon, in 19 It is a stasm drivem tarbins
alectric serem, (Ted tank vessel of 6,000
horsepesar and 10,045 gross tons. It was last inspeoted
and eartificoted at Les ingelss, Californis, on 13
1552, Loe hngeles, Californda, is tho vessel’s home
and ite cwmer is Union Oi1 Company of Califernmia, &
Tth St., Los /ngeles, Celifornia, Tanks Noe, 2
Lk, port, contor and sturboard, are losatad on
dook, Tanks Wom, 5, 6, 7, & and 9, port, center ant o
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board, ars lacatsd on the aftar dsalk the aldship

house , :
3, The westher at the time of cosunlty wes; Mw‘l; foroh
5 ts U knotey gvefast;® good visibility and a slight chep on the water,

It »ux not o "wore" day, -
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"4; Hh-:rf‘“ﬁ’{*z& xh ﬁ}mmdniﬁmﬂiﬂ”aﬂﬂw :
At ':@mm*h,sszs;. “hﬂﬂlﬂmﬁ.xmmmﬂﬂﬂdehﬂ R
- de gpntherly. side, hoading up stream, mma&mmm ki ;
e Phei nithery aide, heeding down steown, Both vessels were
- t&MWﬂWMEﬁuiammmtmmmﬂm L o R
f‘”.r o asgied in meorine shd departing from tho wharf, The zomecs .. -
£ '-rhl;'ﬁ-ofaﬂm'u ghuekis of its sterbourd snchor. an the . mllase,
CLGROR B BEILT had the J8-fathom shogkle of ite post anches du
'-+'-:: ..e.-..-'.i:ri",. Both vesssle cavpied u carge of mimed Lipghtiend beavy : :
ity endn odls end wors each discherging dhweugh o hose connoc. 2
t..in:sr,m The VICTOR H, HELLY wee nearly dischapged md unp f
: tewvs withie the bour, The LONPGE, Errived on .
-*rhﬁ:m&ﬁ net you half dischorged, tmﬁ#mﬂmmﬂ Fie o Hnzal
: praciies of ?ﬂﬁﬁ!—‘llﬂl 1z olueye keep the individuel twok seapart- T it
i ;n wt stoan smotherine valves olosed to aveid contomipation of esrpe, _ -
¢ such wme the esse at thde tue, ‘memm“mk
' sn&a'ﬂfm'ﬂ'*"ﬂ’ wan 80 feut fﬂm%ﬂ. _
i, mmmwmwmwmmmu
stoisted of wood With mein pine lines rimning wofopmesth tho deck . .
wLMBERE mﬁaﬂhﬂﬁh{ﬁmﬂnﬂ,ﬂtmw warE
i plbe” MmmuﬁwmmmmmmﬂWa RIS
s mﬁeﬂnmﬁrmtmmﬂﬁ.ﬂhmmmm A
o mrda,  The Fiasr pite wore fibbed with delp pans below the leel of ihe i
:!**igmﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂpmﬂHJammaihlﬁhrmwiWﬂMM L =%
= dock Jowel, . ' ;

E-
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"E, - At sbout 1120 hourw en 12 A WMWHﬁE-

' «wm&mu_ﬂmmﬁmt@onfwmm M odkis -

. ins, on the dock, the Trdon 0iL wherdinger Mo, 2, bad just oonpleted
gtoeeninting meeline 1incy W 'elony them of mt.wimﬂmmuam SN e
& Tondimg 5,000 barrels of Unjon "T600" geeciine on the LOWPO, This. . o oo
Jrﬁwﬂmm toslke plage in e vieinity of the riser pit iust weet of tho v e
o QMMW'EMQI&MM{M(?}. mmﬂ:ﬁ :
mmmhnfmdmmmﬁﬂgmﬁmmwmw:a@dﬁm :
I‘i?ﬂi!“i‘,;tflﬂf:ﬁﬂmlmﬁmﬂyﬂlﬂ Either during or after the dise
akm:}tﬁmm nide, whirfinger Ha, 2 d@opped A wrench bubweeny the doci

Sepking inte the riser pli, .After he removed the dock B e el
ecover the itelzs vetasmed from Luth to reliove R
. s 2 Por bis Iuneh end oifered to obbtedin the wredohl. The oxast tim: Sy
of thim wes met sotablished, Wherflngee Mo, 2 (Mr, wont &
ﬁfzmmﬁ:a:mi'mrurhmﬂ mmwwmmm * p:.tm S
et X T :
ij i & . - i 55}5_'.:"':!\-1- ﬁ""c
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wiatl, Wi Avisiza o 26 sovouicr 1552
Tmewm a0 1,000 = "L .8 b, & TLY a1 W)
MR, The §.0T 0N, K LY e conmidered a totul losc wiounting to

1,805,000 ta tbe weswol cod 117,500 to curga, The only crey sasmbor
in.’*lwaé, who required eplitalisstlon in excurs of 72 hours, was Albert
He Ziwechan, wipor, «he soffered a bourt atieck. Scveral othor orew
morbir: mubfersd miner injurlew in the nature of slight bures, rope
burns ond ehesl .

"13. Toth the LiGOC snd VICTR M. KLY vere providod with b h
vulocity foo. sprey nessled and low walocliy opplicators as wll =s
with fomm wreptstisndng sguieont., lmantthiaﬂﬂ-pﬂgtuuﬂd

Lrecicett fre wucle Gos, 10, 12 cpd 1) Richmond fire truck No. LT9%;
Conat Cuerd trucks ticn, 12413 ¢ 12535, 12937 end 12505, Vesasols
wich assisted to fight the fire on the VICToR H. KTLLY were Coast Guard
vyossols GOC CaliRi 3 (.17-88), cu-lodds, Cu-LO3U5, co-lih?6, U WM2T, Gu-
hOLEE, COwlOfh, Cimi3391 and Cu-i8LS3; vy vuscols TU-407, YTB-270,
Trr-28l, ¥T8-178; other veesols, W OF 05 TAHT {Cukland Pireboat),
ThYis 5, Gl L (fan “rencisce Tiretoat), R.LI end D& 1AEN,

"1, ‘“hen Galen 011 Cowany belidosdor Thomss G, LAtking first testified
beiore the Momrd of Imvestiratica (Puge 1U0) he stated thet he first eew
the fire "lase wp hetsoon tho slde af the LYY and the dock, Thic cone
flicted with testinony of other witnesses, 3Reoause of the inpwestigation
bhaing copducted in this ocase Wy Tndon Uil Company of Califorode, . ithkins
was nol rosullod before the Aoerd mmtdl after his employment with them
bad terminated. Oo 1k & £ 1952, . tkine was suhpowneed st Hodesto

californis, to appear before the Hosrd of Investigation (Pugo 223).
This tcatimomy brogght oot the following facts remrding Atldnes
d. That bo is uow i yeurs of ape, Duried an' hae « A

b, That o g r} almeelf in hie areviops testimony bulore the
Sourd and lisd resarding the firo to cwvsry other poreon who
interrogeted him,

¢, That be swies elgarottes but did not hove o swmoke alcer lunch
on tho L31°0C,

d, Thet ho was Ln tho hondt of smoltingy in the Vharflagar's olfles
on the dook, no-ing 1t to bo weuthoriced and againet company
ruiles,

2, That he was iatersogated in this n-ttor by the PRI,
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« Coinaf, VI Mvision to 2 dovembur 1952
[A——Y (L1500 = VICTOR H, X LLY s=12 Bd)

f.ﬂ-thﬁnm&lﬂr.

C. That when be wae in the - Iny be was ioprehonded end corwloted
for stealing ) matemo'iles,

he That b Borwed 2 yoare in Atlets and Leavorneorth Fedapal
Frizsems fpr U shove (g) offcemses, '

i, That ba Moo esgaped arrest syvernl tines, :

J. et e wnk oemricted for seewlt in Modesto, Califoruis,

k. That be duliiverataly 14t & book of metches and throw them
in & reeeldee wivich fipe resulicd in the destruction
G T e

chows she fire than he told,
ﬁ. e, piysioien snd peychistrist of [NNGNG
s war contagted by s

telophone Pegarding
dnterviow with sl teats conducted an Atkine. i copy of his repart is
fumittod a8 af ehaloswre in this case,”

k. The Bo.rd made the following Comolusions:

"1, The achesl essse of the fire on the dock could not be determined
io fact. Pessible sad probahle csuses which wore considered during the
dzves tissiion were:

&, / wpayk [rem striking ihe wench retrieved by Atitins fvom the
h.wmmnﬂﬁﬂmﬁmﬂumﬂm

- .
2, i gpaxk D the LOP0C's bonding ceble connection on the dock,
do. 4 shord clyeult Ln the dock wiring,
. Thet it wew started alther latanticnally or unintentionally by
Mﬂ'-llﬁﬂq

“17. There is Be evidence in the record to swpport (a) through {d)
aove as proheqle sauses of tho dook fire, Conwersely, the ovidensse,
though that itkins started the firs is strang, It is

Board, It ie etwiows that Atkire will oot now, or Jater, confese to
stortin: this flre since ho fully reslises the consequenges of mach
an odinieslon,
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“hdof, ¥VI Tdvision to 26 Hovewbar 1952
Compendant (LOWPOC = VICTE H. KELLY a=12 9d)

on the VIC?®R H, XEZLLY when the neaster valve was opsned, it might have

delayed or wplosions on thal vessel, (n the other Mmmd, with
exch ropld d:ﬂmitwﬂdmmmmlwuh

the vessal of 1ts moorings with the main engine, The latter alse would
apply to the LAPOC,

L]
é. mmﬂﬁﬂmunnﬂﬂiﬁn
Bourd's in sffeot, states that the subjeet casesliy Wy be




a1
on ol WV idwlsdon to 26 Nowomber 1952
Lomnandant {1700 = VICTE H. ¥ 1LY e-12 )

irstituted o8 & correciive sulrty mssowe for the prevemtion of sindllor
ecaucliion in e fotare, Tho of port soourity repulations for
serecning morchemt sorine o well aa porsonnel omployed =i
shore faciliddes is intended =3 4 pretection sguinet sabotase er othar
sdvereive sotivities . : review of the record of invastigetion does
not indicate Wmt this casmity s ceosed bty any act of intention,
mbotage or swbwredon . Conclusion parapreph 24 and Recossendeticn
parcgraph 2§ of the Board are thevwlove mot eoncurred with,

T. Sobhjeet &e tha foregolng remaks, it 18 recommended thut the
Pindings of Past, Gomelusions and Reccsasodations of the M-rime Beard

of Iovestigetlan be spproved,

FIEET 'MOES %7 1 VI semorandum of 26 Noveaber 1952 M

9 Depopaber 1952
Prom: Chiaf, Offios of Merchent Murine Cafaty
To Cosmpeeiont

Forvarded, recoswsding sprroval,
APPROV' Dy Des 30 1982

Vice Adeiral, U.5. Const Juard
Commandiint






