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UNITED STATSS COAST GUARD 30 July 1858

AASHINGTON, D, C, {i. 4if{ STCINMDREINFR =

2=9 T )

froms Chief, 'erchant Vessel Inspcotior: iviaim
Tos Co mandant
vim: Chief, Ofrice of Derchunt arine Saleby

Subji  arioe womrd af iavostietion; founierin: of the 8 HARY
STLIL Ri:ttR, off ~agsaze island, iake Joporiwr, oo 11 Jay 1983,
with loss of life .

1. iursuant to the provisioas of Title 48 Ce'.t. _arb 136, ths record
of the larine -oupd vouvensd to imvestizate subjeot oasunlity, together
®th ite Hxdinss of rast, Conclusicne, and goaxwendations, bas besn
reviesnd and is forwarded herswith. '

2. The of Ly STTINUALIELR, @ Dulk froisit wessol, built in 1801
of 4,345 ebe, loaded vibth 6,800 tons of iron ore, departed from
Superior, i.daconsin, at 0611, Sunday, 10 !ay 1963 en route to a port
on lake iriq. «Ster departure, whila tho voather ras feversblo, hey
twelvo tolesoopic typs cargo hatohes were ologed wnd socured with
clanps and the topeide otberwise sccured for sea. --eather worsened
and the "irpt sot wms taken on board at 1030, At ebout 2000 & leef
in iio. 11 haioh worked locso but wes resccured with diffioulty under
advorse veathar conditions. At no time woTo tarpaulins titted in
place or battoned dowd on the hatches. Although throughout the nizht
the weathsr bacame nore severe, tho vessal rroceedad on its ‘voyage
et roduced speod and sli htly sltiored course, gvidontly malkdng wster
in her carye holds due %o the norambertishiness of the Mtohos. 4%

aot comtroh tho £lpeding of the vessel. The BERKY CTCINBRILUER wee
sbondcned at approsimately 0730, 11 Wy 1958, and gsaok elmost inmodintely
thereaftor in apyroximate posivicn 15 milss south of Isle Royhle l3;B%,
Lake Supsrior. OCeventeen orew members wore lost, evideatly due to
aifficulty in launching lifesaving squipnent end an spparent lack of
confidence in tho lifesaving equipment by some of the orew members Mo
reds no offort to siandom tho voosole The TIENAY- CTLINSRINNER received
timely wosther revorte of the 1-pending strong vesther conditions f'rom
vhe time of hor - eparture to her founderinge
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- L CuadE, W bivision 10 July 1963
¢ Loombnsant (HESRY STLINBRIGHER =
- as9 B4)
%, hoe Loard made ihe following Findimgs of racti

"1, The 'C HiRY STRINBRRNA.R, & bulk freicht vescel, iirost {ekeg

mutei omod h'i the Xlosnan Trensit Compeny, and opersied by

of 3178 net tens and 4345 ;ross tang, with (ffielal o, 08864,

By, The SSLINDRICIR was dry docked 11+30 February 1968, at
in:ffelo, Sew iork, for five (6) yoar scrvey for olsss by the
Amorican Tureei of Shippir; and bor Locd Line Ceartificaie ws
enderscd on 20 rebruary 1955. Tho Tenporary Cerllficate of
Inspection was delivercd cn 3 April 1838 unna completion of her
smal inspootion. @ 4 ¥ey 1968 tho "dd-Summer (-5} loadeline
mark wag sssi pod in iilwanites, - isconsin.

®3, Tho STLLUBHEERER depurtod Superior, - isocusin, at 0511 (e
oo 10 May 1963, on route to a lake lris port «ith GBOD tons of
iron ore ler draft forverd wes 20' 5", afb 20 8% The weather
wes oalm and cloar with no sew; weuthor loreonst at 0500 and OO0
(55T) tho 10th, called for southsast to south wnds, 30 to 35 riles
per hour, with ooceaional ttunderequalls in wost lwlf of lake
Superior. ler twelve (12) telescopin; type cergo tatobas wore
olosed, Cargo hatches were fitted with riilholland type olxps,
twenty-eicht (25) per hatoh, sons of the clanp threads were stripped.
Terpeulins were not uscd. Houtine sscurin; Lor seh, suoh as
Pt of hawes pipe oovors, was carried outs Stoerins s oar
and all navi-stional appliances, with o sooptisu of the radar,
were oporating satisfectorily. The radar was not oporatinge

%3, About 1500 (EST), 10 !y 1058, tho wind freshoned ond the

eea incronsed until around 1680 {£°T), the first scs s taken on
board. Lsn were sant to ohook and $izhten the cargo hatoh olamps.
latest weather foreoests wers still oslling for s uth to southsast
winds, with & sli: it incrsace in velocity 30 to 40 miles per hour .o
Shortly thersafter, deadli-hts were chsoked for uoin; olosed and
chook and hewse pipe covers betior securide

%5, ibout 2000 (EST) of the sums day, the gsoond hatoh loaf M
froa the centerline on the port sids of 11 hedeh, wvorked loose
and the third mte wAth three (S) scemen used travelin; lines {rom

ths %o go af% and 43 sooure the hatoh leaf, Une
™man, a deok watch, vas lmoocled into the cargo hold
2
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Lhief, Wi viviaion tc , 10 July 1983

Commandant (s OTEDBREALIR -
a~0 b}

cpandsng by 8 v, flowser, he lnld onto Me MDs, ans W ovhers,
efior reoovoring iren the goxts Llow, ;mulled on. on deok and
took him to the ;alley~iining rock orea. .ells dropp-d only a fow
foat And wos lator wble Lo et about,

"G, “ho third sats, [, i we of ide semeer,
., he <ot luck snd sosured the leaf ia Pesition;
£y leal hoteh olarpsd wure Liitened Uy hends The fwmw (4) deck
g ramined oft due Lo tha dangor of attespting % go farward

ot the weather dacks thare was no aloltered passdzs betmen forvard
wnd after eds.,

7. iboat 28, 10 iMmy 1088, cho TNE wind veleoity Lmeraaped with
guass up Yo 00 nilcs por heur durins tho nicht; Sha eom cotinued
t0o Luild upe At about 0330, 11 lay 1988, onop of the obssrvation
room doora (forooastle Smmmwmmmmm
sooured it by amcling planking azaingt the door and desk; bdlocks
were nailed to dook amd door to provent eliding. Atoub an hour
iater this door was forced in spain and onoe mors covured, -

Y8, At ebout the same time, 0430 (1ST), the hatoh Jecs vhich had
beon locse tho provicus evenin; worked loose azain. Neosuss of
the dangerous ccnditions on degk, no attenspt vas made 0 vend mem
out S0 gocure it. Suction wao teken on Hoe 4 odrgo hold on both
port and starboard sides, using both ballast pnpe.

g, -enthor forssasis ad atdni-;;ht veve brosdosstvith wiads shifting

to northoast et 45 0 S0 milus por hours still Slamdorsquellse.

Agtual weethuyr oonditions covimiod much heavier thaa prodiections—
seag wore pwnding the ehip aad covering the hatohes. dththe

ship heading ints the vind, sea was pouring on board {ras both

gideg, rughing dewn the apar dackk arcund the after desk bouse to

tho fentall arsa. The STIINBRLILIER was i ooecdinz at roduoced

speed hoading into the wWind fyom sbout 200 (E5T), 10 *ay 1963,

Fhe avert.sd chout 4.8 milse per hour during tho nighd.

"10. The ship wovemmbs bocams siu;zish ebout 0600 (F¥T), 11 l'ay 1963,
and toward 0700, other hatch covers besau working. Tho oaptain
brought the ship kard loft undsr full power to the reciprocal
heading, hoping to give the aftor ond of vhe spar Jeock more pro~
teotion so that men could work on the after mtichess however, more
sea was takon aft and ir about ten {10) mimules the ship was Lrout
around end & &in lsaded inte the wind under hard b £t rudder.
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Ctef, VI Division to 10 Xly 1088

Comandad (1Y TTLIBGRENAR -
. T awd Pd)

"11, At a little past 9700 (+37), the osyiain Lrosdsact & onll
for belp on his radio aad iho oruw was alerted So drese aud don
1ife joolets.

“12, Auout 0730 (iST) tho tbres (5) after hatah covers, iavbers
10, 11 and 1t et go3 tie ‘eural alara wae rumgs the esplaln reng
up "Stop” om the sugine erdor oladdury, shish vas ems.ered, and
mde & £isal redio ¢all for sssistanes. The ‘s peaition was

£1fvess alles die suuth of Isle ioyalo 428, Ample, lako

WDI.

"13. The auandon ecalp oirmal was ulowm about 0788 amd the orew
ot the forwmrd cod of the ship gathered ercund e 1ife reft on
the forecsatle deak at the bow of the ship. I[hers W¥GTen (10)
aen, all that were forward ou the ship.

"14. The men uft stood by on the boat deok And en sional et .eapted
to lsunch tbe 1ifeboats. ZThe starbosrd (#1) lifebost was swung
out end prewmturely lmunched with geven (7) meu on board, while
th_nmm;omnwbmmeumbhtommmpﬂ~

(#8) 1ifebont for leunoidng. Mach confliocting testimany was siven
by the vituesces who had becn back aft as to why thsy coulda'’t
sudng this boat oute

"15, ijumber 8 lifevont, still on Loard, wes unhooked fromtbhe boat
falls as 1a-2 remort and shortly therenfter floated olear when the

STEINBKEIUIER senk. Two (2) men wero warkiny in the bost when the

remained in the boat, Iwo (2) othss men Mter msnsged to Doerd
this boat after the slip sank,

"1Ge Up forvard, the ten (10) men cround ‘rmmdulodgd
8s the ship senk. A short time loter, eix (0) of then nanared t o
board the roft while it was floatinge

"17. Deretunel in the 1afeboats snd on the raft wore picked up
four to four and a half hours later; the life rafv persammel by

the S5 Jus-. ¥ il. THUMYSOR) percomnel in 51 lifeboat by the 88

p. 11, CLZ® 8 and psrgonnel in {38 1ifeboat by the 58 HILFuiD SYKEB.

The SYXLS proceeded to Duluth, Mdnnesoté, end the OLEMS.N sud

the TH.N.SON comntimisd downbound to Seult Ste, imrie, ldehigmn.

"18, Although piven advenos warning of the sbandoming of ehip,
scme personael &ft did not have life prosorvers . The third
mbe end thres (8) dock seswen were merooncd aft She provious
eveninz snd oould not et to their roams to dom their own 1ife
jaocketg. Gome of those aen put om the life preservers carried
in tho beats. Thon other men from the enzine roam arrived on the
bost doek withoud 1ife prescrvors. All men forwmyd eb the 1ife
raft wery waring life preservors.

4
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- Oief, WI Mvisiom o 10 July 1983
~ Cormandant (HsKRY 57 STNBRPNNER
. o= Bd)

%10, Tha ST IUBELENK cerriocd 3 arew of thirtyecns (31) mem.
A, The folloving man survived:
- Ceptain [N ocse TN, B Vormilioo,
_ — Gortifionte to. NN, I

7 s Jnntington, -eat Virginde
_ certifionte ko, N, NN

N.Xo

o cmﬂ““ ho, - nlo
Hantioo lvanis
Certifionte o, . N,
leston, st Virginia
IR, Certiftcets do. NN SUUURIUETN

B lorein, (hto
_ pEEEamtmamn Certificate ¥o. [N

" BENENEE. ‘icnespalis, Hinnesobe
_ SR, Certificate Ho. (NN VNN,

Hen:. i Hinnesota
Gertsrseste So. [N NN

Sturpoen Bay, Wiscousin
Certirieate to. [N, vs. N

Lockport, New York
, Cervificate Ho. . NN

ymouth, Penngylvendia
Cortificate ¥o. [N NN

Grand Rapids, ‘dehigsn
Gortificate So. s, 0, NN
L ‘4lkes Barre, Permsylvania ,

TOTALs A4
Bs The following bodies have been recovered (15 tay 1968)s

' Angrew Kraft, iiceuse io. NEEN. NNV .
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Chief, WVI Divieion te 10 &uly 1963
" Gomnandant {r2iY STEINEBREESER =
a9 Bd)

Frank Tomsak, Certiticers fo. [ M——
m’. Hew York
\d1lea J. Yonshan, Sertifioate Ko [ Feerse,
TOXNe
ey e rlimey 'mg.-» I
Sast l4dvorpool,
— Tt tas Tor | .
v
Xenasth H, Reynolds, Cersifieate 3o« [ N

B Scuth lianze, visconsin
Robert J. Allen, 7 Letter (Corsifiente Bo.
EEN), SRS ot Lovis, ssouri.
TOYALL 10 :

C. The folloming men are missing (18 iay 1958):

Laoease Xo. [N,

Pennsylvenia

TOIALs 7
¥20. The following persons were quostioned Ly the board:

Captasn F License No. NN

Vermill '

P coricicece %o N
Runtingon, “est Virgimia

B, Certificste Yo, NN, NN

A O\ Fov York
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Chef, NI Division to , 10 Juiy 1063

vonnandant {EMiRY STLIRBREMNEIR «
8=0 Id)}

L

lanticoks, “enngylvamia

1f1cete Yoo NN
N loc o Hew York

i, Cor'iticuse vo. [
B :rond Rapids, dohigan .
Cortifioate 3o. IR

Gortifioate Voo NN
polis, Hnnesota

IR, Certificate No. NN
B, iest lymouth, Pegmasylvenia

Certificnte No. NG
North Tonswends, New York

TOTAL: 187

The Doard made the following Conolusionss

*1., The osuse of the STEINDRENUER's foundering was hoavy seas
dislodzing the after three (3) latoh covers, munbers 10, 11 and
18, and permitting flooding of the oargo holds. The adverse
weathsr oocnditions vith mountaincus seas ombinted 4o make this
foundering an aoct of Ged,

%3, The STEINDKENHIR was scewortly. This is indiested by the
Ameriocsn Duresu of Shipping's endorsemeunt of the Losd line Cere
tifioate and iggusnoe of tho Midsumssr Draft Certifioste. The
Const Guard Annual Inspection book (CGe=840A) stated the ship wag

peaworthy snd her Insp otian Certificate was issued. The captain
also testified that they had bosn in previous blows this spring,
londed with zrsin snd ooal, and light, durin; which times they
took seas on board. Routine soouring of the ship for sea was
carriod cut on thde trip.

*s. Some oconflicting testimony exists es to the musber of hateh
clamps with stripped threads. Howover, it is the opinion of the
vourd theat [, *:thover short in sailing experience,
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Chief, VI Division Go . o ) Whiylsss - 3
Conrmpndant , _ _ (UBNRY STEINBRESWER » -

»® hd)

wag the nost relisbls and levele=beaded man t0 Seabily on the
oondition of tho oleps. I'he reoout herrewing experissce of
the witnesses, plus considerabls mevmpeper abtemtion, ocsuscd &
tendenoy for exaggeration o

*4. [ 1x50eted tint only o souple olasp threeds werc stripped
and by wrappdng with marlin, they drew up as tighly as the others.
1% 1s 4bho opinion of the dasrd that thees few stripped threeds -
among §38 alaape Jdid not oontridute to the essually. Testinony :
did no: indicete that tho stripped threads wmre om the aftes

threo hatobss, A '

"5, I waa a geasrel locseniss of olaps wish the ship working
in & heavy ses, motal Yo metal, motal olamps turmed dowm om
_motal hmtoh oovers, that aided the heavy seas in locsming the
olenpse 7The sea swirling around the hatch cesmings knooked
over the loowened olecps. '

", It is the opiniom ef the board that the use of terpsling E
would have roduced genersl loosening of the clanps snd would bave
prevented free ingress of wuter betwsen the hateh loaves.

%7, In connsetion with the dsolsion not to ues tarpaulins, the -
board ooncluded that say reascnably prudent mmater could have
used the ssoe judgnoat under the smms conditions with errousous _

‘weablior forsoasts and the favoyshle weather conditiens preveiling
at the start of the voysze. Fallure to batten down the tarpmline -
while undervay and while oonditions still permitted sppesrgsto
be & situation vhero experiencod ssemen underestimated the fores

of the cet. . '

“8. An adverse st ood o vory hesvy sos oczbined with en nlaruﬂ /

orow, who realised the possibilitics of the STEDIBRGHER's

£
]
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+Chief, WI Mvisica to : S wmm U

14 inoches long, is vortiosl and gradustes from one=half inch &t
the lowsr end to shout 2 inchss ab the upper ends THis boes, -
at still a lator date, wae obssrved bty menbem of hw board at
Tower -elding Company Dook 4n Clovelond, ihio. _

%9, Two (2) men were in #2 1ifsbost at the uime the ship ssuke -~
They were resoving the full hooks from the boat shaokles sad o
ingerting the bost plus in the hops that the boat would floak
clear sud be available for use vben tho ship sanks Cns of theee
men wes thrown clear out of the boat and the other sericusly
injursd, if mot fatally, when slamed aoross : ahdp.
fomndersd. Shortly thereafter, two (2) other men were abls te -
board this hohll and watoref{1lled, flosbiag 1if ' AL

i
.
4
k

"30. From the tostimony, it appears that there wae mo panio
forvard at the 1ife raft. Nowsver, af$ on the beat deck no
cte: licensed wen . appears to have taken charge of lsunching

operetions and acae confusion reipgnsd. I

*]1. The Third Agsistent Engimeer, Artilur L. Norse, mentioned by '
sll of the survivoers from the bost deck, appears Vo Iave been 12
the thick of leunohing activities. Certainly, his sotions im - -
releasing the painter of #1 1lifebost saved the lives of thess .
soven (7) men, although it lesacued his own chences of escepoe - . -

%32, The fact that scme people sft on the bost deok ooming fram .
tho engine roam did not havo life prescrvers on ¥ae ably us .
to the oiroumstance that mogt of their rooms ware on the spar =
dook leval and opened on tho weather deok where beoarding sves
nade passage basardous. There were four {4) men regularly as~
signod to the onsimrmmtchuthtbmotmﬂmwtw BRI
other sgsistants engineers standing by there alsoc. Acoording te
testimony thero were four (4) Mife presorvers in the engine roms -
telenhone booth, two of which were regularly kept in the engine
rom '« The four (4) 1ife preservers from the boats wers mot - .
m@totmmornlmmphﬂmummw'
om jJacket. It is probable that if every man hed had & Mfe - - -
pregerver on, more inen. would have had & better ohenvs to esospe
the nesr {reesing water and olimb on beerd & boste -~ .

"1S, The fact that the ship's rader was mot operating did mob
conkribute to this casualty. . . ‘ F
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Shdsf, VI Shvlslm oo 0 Mly DB
Corvandsat , oY SULIUBREHNIR » .
ue Bd) -
Tife milura of materisds
5. fe.oh olume worked ioois and fatled to hold haich ' - .";’,

Gs

"1. There is no evidewog that any licenssd or WHuM

syeeen in pircs.  “hig £8ilure  rebably ocould Mave
Loon ewsided LU grromtiel led san able $0 go on
NG ST W RO 13 7 TYRRA {1 Y
Cmavy HoME U a4 lu ke deinch soxien dour am the . ;
anasryhbion roay, tidn o door, i‘dmg,os, st Hoge ' S
B I ¥ DT YE AN S
c- m.r, grag oracied dn shenogsh Llw port chook in the
wdudlen roont caxd tiw nlates 1l to Le vod ed 2 long
“.i'n- vichtouin: sf clampe o piovent “ho fn.ter Zrom
J\h an foo ku»‘lﬂo
do 'm Jort {£%) fchbont oculd not Le swun: out to
lsurohdng pezition beceuso of an aiverse st and &
 Jaaod blook widoh provemiod holsting of ths boat so
it would clesr the alde of the ghipe hig vessel had
rafia} ype davits,

o
€.

pervsonnel of the vassel comdttod any aot of inoc:petonce, ine
abientiza 5o duty, or neglionse or willful violation of sy
le% oF Zeulatioge

916. B0 pecanmal of the Cocat duard or any othor ; enrmnt
egency cottrilutoed %o the oaaua!.ty.

*17. 7The usa of tarpanling to cover Garyo hstohau could g-obsbly
hase proventad thix sasuallye. -

"16. Ho laws or rogulations rah.ting; to vescels have boen vl;:htodo'

*19, do alds to mvlrranm, unchartod or insorrectly charted
aross or sbjoots vero involved.®

The Uoard mad the folloving Recomendaticnss
71, Tho board voccaends that in addition te the life preur’veu'

presontly required for this type Great Lakes' vessel Ubat the
folloulng: b requircds

#, At letwt Lhres (3) 1ife pressrvers to be carried in on
ovasrhead ruck 4n the pilot houee.

to At least four {(4) 1ife preservers to be carried in the
wnrine roome

e At loagt six (6) life presorvors %o be csrried ina
vatertipght bex ea the boat dedk.

¢




Chiof, W1 Division to , o 10 July 1088 -
Commancant S v {iowy ﬂﬁm

gho in all probebility would not have foundersd. Conolusions pare;rephs

ek

o~ Bd) .

"2, The board reco:ende ¥hat t.a.r‘:agli.ni be required to b. C '
used at all timos exeopt during the midesucmer period, 16 ey ' -
through 15 Septombers R

u3, Tho board reccuuends that a’ lottes of apprecistion be . .
1ssucd for Arthur L. Uorse, Third Assistant ingineer, deceased, ¢
to his noxt of kin. . - o

M§. Tho board reconends that letters of oon:rstulaiions be
iscued to the masters of the morchant ships who tesousd porson= - -
nel of :he STEINBRULLER. C

M. The board rocomiends that the fils be closed and mo
further action be laken.” - : '

REZZAHES o DR

Go Comolusion para;raph 1 of the Board stutes that the adverse weather . .
conditions with mountoinous gess o cmbined to make the foundering of the . T 4
1EMRY 7. INBRELVER an act of Sod. This oonolusion im mot comourred withe =
Conclusions parasra.he 6 and 17 of ho Doard, in effect, state that hed . ¥

uling been battened dowa on ibo hatches of the IENRY SYEINERINIER 1

§ and 17 of the Doard are comsurred with, particulerly in view of the '
requircaents of 46 CPR 97.16=20 (a) which provide that "It stall be . .
She reosponsibvility of the magtor to asaure himself belors lesving protet
vators that all -xposed oargo hatches of his ‘vessol are closed and neds
properly tight." Failure to oumply with this rejulation vory largely
sontributed to the foundering of the HERRY STEIVWBRENNGR end for which
failure appropriste asticn is to be inptituted against the license of -
the master, o . R

7. In conformence with R.S. 4450, us snended, (46 USC 239) and regulations
thereunder, tvo duplicate copiecs of the record of investigation of subjoeh
casualty are to be forwarded to Headquartem for tranemittal to the Ue 8o
Attorney Ueneral, as such resord sontains evidemce of probable adoal
11ability on the part of the master of the HENRY STLINGRENE'R et the
time subjoot ecasualty ocowrreds - L ' T

11
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~ pressrvers be eirried in the pilot house, engine reca and on the
condifleration.

d " = Gomuniant e (msmnmm

‘v.”'

8. mummmnommmzotmmm
Ltmnwmtmhmwanhmmru‘.“ Y
CFR 97.15-20, which emong other things specificelly plsces the' 149
mmm&rhcmmummmnotw ht.duulu-nn
eonditions of operation,

% mmmtmcmmmmph mumhn::

deck 2lso appears spropriate for further
10. ’fhuenddmmwuhthtmmw“m X
of heroims sbove and beyond the call of their duty, Accoxdingly, & S vould
wmmuumummmummdg
the wmmm..ummermzmu\me :
uarranted under the circumstances. .

1. Subject to the foregoing remrks, 1t in recommenied thet Ahe Findings ~ .
gm.wmmmwmmmcm k

— ) )y
.------—---------.------------------.-.

-FHMWN'IM#EMI?”

39 m 1953
From: Chief, ome-orwms.m
'1'0: w
Forvarded, recommending ep;roval. ‘
APIROVED: JULY 31 1953
71“ uml. U. 8. c“.t m . . ) . o i " .






