
SARSAT Weekly Rescues Report for period 28 October - 3 November 2011. 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Search and Rescue Satellite Aided 
Tracking System Rescues-Two.  The two rescues were in two incidents. 

Incident 1 

On November 1, 2011 at 0111 UTC, the COSPAS-SARSAT system detected a 406 MHz PLB 
distress signal at 70 15.1N 159 50.4W, about 87 NM southwest of Barrow, Alaska.  The PLB 
was manually activated when a person on a snow machine fell through ice.  The other snow 
machine rider pulled the person out of the water and took him to a nearby cabin.  Alaska Rescue 
Coordination Center received the SARSAT alert and forwarded the location information to the 
North Slope Borough (NSB) who dispatched a ground team from Wainwright.  The ground 
rescue team located the two snow machine riders.  As the one individual was seriously injured, a 
helicopter was dispatched from Barrow and transported the injured man to Barrow for medical 
care.  One SARSAT Rescue. 

Incident 2 

 
On November 3,2011 at 01:39 UTC, the COSPAS-SARSAT system detected a 406 MHZ PLB 
distress signal at 70 47.35N 157 59.49W, approximately 20 miles northwest of Alqasuk Edward 
Burnell Sr Memorial Airport, Alaska.  An individual on a snowmobile activated his PLB when 
his snowmobile broke down.  Alaska Rescue Coordination Center contacted the North Slope 
Borrow (NSB) after they were alerted through the SARSAT system.  NSB sent a helicopter to 
the location of the distress.  The crew of the helicopter located the individual in distress and 
transported him to Barrow.  No injuries reported. One SARSAT Rescue. 

Total number of rescues for FY 12: 10 

Total number of rescues for the calendar year 2011: 155 

 

Significance: The SARSAT system protects life and property in support of the nation’s 
commerce and transportation systems.   

 

 


