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REnR ‘J_J L_L:?- LU ILLTAM FRANCIS TUWLE UsCG

Rear ndmlrul w1llldm qnCJ.o Towlc, Unltcd States. Uoast Guard, was born
26 June,- 188/ at Lowell, kiassachusetts. Hc received his carly cduuation in
the fassachusatts public schooks and: was appointed a cgdet in the U, o, Loast
Guard on 1i Moy, 1906 and received a commission as an ensign on 22 December,
1908. o v :

His first assignment was on board the Coast Guard cutter GRESHa, and
frOﬂ October, 1908 to iay, 1914 he served on board the cutters ITaSCa, SENECa,
WOOLBEURY and the MCCULLOCH

In ”ay, 1914 hé was assigned to the cutter UNALGA of the Bering Sea Fleet
and was detached in September of that year to serve on board the cutters
aCnDilY and ITaASCA, based at New London, Conn,

He was transferred to the ANDROSCOGGIN in uay, 1916 and he remained on
that vessel until asugust, 1918 when he was detached to report to Liverpcol,
England for patrol force duty. He was awarded the Victory dedal with patrol
clasp for his participation in Yorld Var I, while serving on board the USS
I.PERa4TUR,

He next served as Division Supervisor of Communications in MNew York and
after a shore tour of duty at the Coast Guard Depot at Baltimore, Md., was
assigned to the cutter GHESHail, Detached from that vessel in November, 1921
he reported on board the COU.NCHE which was based at Galveston, Tex,

From July, 1924 to October, 1926 he was commanding officer of the Destroy-—
er &:dMEN and then took command of the Destroyer uCDOUGALL. He was assigned
to duty in the New York Division from October 1927 until January, 1931 when he
returned to duty on the west coast as commanding officer of the TAHOE on the
Bering Sea Patrol,

In February, 1934 he was placed in command of Section Base 11, Oakland,
Calif., and in December, 1936 was transferred to the Hawsiian Section where
he was commanding officer until April, 1939, being detached for a short tour
of duty as commanding officer of the cutter SaRiNaC,

From July, 1939 to :lay, 1940 he was commanding officcr of the ®an Juan
District, then placed in command of thc 5t. Louis district for a year and from
Junc, 1941 to January, 1942 acted as Superintendent of the faritimc Scrvice
Trulnln; Station at Hueneme, California.

From Jaznuary, 1942 to kizrch of that ycar he served as Chief of the ilari-
time Service at Coast Guard Headquarters and then was made Captein of the Pors
of the 1lth HNaval district, Long Beach, California. In april, 1942 he was
designated District Coast Guard OfF 10pr for that district ia which capacity
ne now scrves,




-
Y

after reeceiving a commission as an ensign, on 22 December, 1908 he was
promoted in rank as follows: licutehant (jg) 2 January, 1909; lieutenant,
1 January, 1920; lieutenint commander, 12 January, 1923; commander, 27 Sep-,
tembet, 1927; captain, 29 august, 1939; rear admiral in July, 1945.

51 and .rs. Towle make their permanent home at 60 Owkvale svenue,
ar ""Kl'l""i}' C' ]'{ |~ "I‘"'J'.."' :
Berkeley, California,

July, 1945




