Public Information Division
Us 5o Coast Gu

Washington 25, D. Co Bioze. Skerch

ard Headquarters

REAR AUMIRAL NED W. SPROW, U. 8. CUAST GUARD

Ned Weckesser Sprow was born to the late Mr. Benjamin Jo and Mrs.
Minnie B. Sprow on July 4, 190Y, in Bryaun, QOhic, After graduating from
Bryan High School, he passed a competitive examination for entry into the
Uo 5o Coast Guard Acadeny at New London, Con., and was appointed a cadet
on Agust 13, 1928a

He was graduated from the Academy with a commission of Ensign in the
Us 84 Const Guard en May 15, 1931, He received a Bachelor of Science Dogece
in Marine tnglineering. Subsequently he advanced in rvanlk to Lieutenant (Jg),
May 15, 1934; lLieutenant, December 6, 19363 Lleut, Commander, June 26, 1944
Commander, Decenber 1, 1Y43; Captain, January 21, 19523 Rear Admiral,
February 1, 1961,

On bis first assignment he served two years out of New London and New
Yorlk City with the Destroyer S5HAW of the Destroyer Force operated by the
Coapt Guard between 1924 and 1934 in an all out suppression of smugilinge.
From Jupe 1933 Lo December 1937, he served with the Cutter CALYPSO out of
ieveral ports including New York Gity, San Diego, and Baltivore. In January
1Yid, he reported to the Cutter CHELAN at RPoston, whose patrols often carried
her into the lcy regions of the North.

From November 1939 to July 1941, he was stutioned aboard tha Cutter

HAMILTUN, based at Norfolk, Vae« He was ordered next to Alameda, Calif., where
he first was Instructor at the Maritime Bervice Training LHtation there until
the responsibility for training marvitcime personnal was traneferred from the
Gonst Guard to the War Shipplng Administration in the fall of 1942 during

World War 11, He then became training officer at the Alameda Coast Guard

[ralning Statlone

hetween Seprember 1943 and February 1945, after nssisting her in the oute
fircing and commissioning stages, he commanded the Coasl Guardemanned patrol
frigate UsS CURUNADU (PF=38) in various campaignse of the Pacific theatre of
wares e was agwarded a Navy Letter of Commendiation and Ribbon with a Conbat
Distinguishing Device for mevitorious services covering an episode during the
Plhiflippine Campalan when the CORUNAID rescued survivors from and salvaged the
/5 ANTOINE SAUGHALN following i1ts torpedoing by Japanese alrecraft enroute to
Leyte on December 5, 1944, Under Commander Sprow's direction his ship re-
scued 220 of trooops and crew who had Jumped overboard under the torpedo
horrugey, and two ol her vessels rascued che rvemaining 187, He ovdered an LT
craft to tow cthe ANTOLNE despite advice and opinions that she could not be
ialvaped, The tow was successfully conducted for 24 hours under emamy alrw
craft shells when a torpedo finally sank her.

(more)
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