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iRINS, Us Ss COAST GUARD

REAR ADMIRAY, JOSEPH A, K

Joseph Arthur Kerrins was born to Mr. and Mrs, Joseph and Julia Kerrins
on May 21, 1906, at Boston, Mass., and was [*:‘M-tai'nd fyrom F‘vem‘"“ (Mass,)

High School in 1923, Hs en’sar«ed the U, 8, Coast Guard Acadeny with an
appointment as a ecadel on May 21, 192, and was graduated and commissioned
an Ensign in the U, S. Coast Guard on March 8, 1927.

mb* squently, he advanced teo Lieutenant ,w) March 8, 1929; Lisutenant,
M 8, ..)j..-q, ILieut, Commander, Moy 25, 19403 Comuander, Seljl,an.m.r 1, 19423
Captain, August 1l, l‘?‘!;‘? Rear Admiral, August 1, 1956,

After concluding his firgt assignment abosard the Cutter SENECA of the
New York Division, he gerved aboard the Destroyers TERRY and AMMEN of thr_.-
New York Divi Luloﬂ of the Destroyer Force operated by the Coast Cuard betwsen
1 ':."J_j‘._L 1d 1934 in an all out suppression of smugglings In June 1930, he re-
:.....::"i;.,.l to the Cutter GRESHAM, based at Mobile, Ala., and in October 1931

becams exscutive officer of the Cutter TUSGM%OM, based at St. Petersburg,

_\;‘Il.EL-u

In April 1932, he became executive officer of Coast Guard Base Six in
rt Lauderdale, Fla. He attended flight training classes at the Naval Air

tion in Pensacola, Fla.,, and during 1933 was on the staff of the Commander,
astern Arvea, in New York City.

r 193} to Septenber 1236, he aarw:c, as execubtive officer
3 kulu::.‘ ﬁP%n’u, bagsaed at Baltimore, Mde us"n.{,nud next to George
ngton University Law School in Washington, D. C.s, he was awarded a
3lor of Law Degree in 1‘;’30, and was admitted to the Diatrict of Columbia
o After a tour of duty as law instructor at the L. Ses Coast Ouard Ac i\
srved as exscubive officer of the Maritime Service Training .T',-Llp AMERTCA B
i at Port Hueneme, Calif,, from July ].Sa:l to July 1942, dwuring
utast of World War IT.

He then commanded the Cutter MOJAVE on convoy escort operations with
the Gresnland Patrol for a ysar and also served as Escort Commandar of Task
Unit 2L, Greenland Patrol, He was mwarded the Navy Commendation Ribbon for
' gervice aboard the MOJAVE,
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RADM JOSEPH A. KERRINS, USCG (Contid)

In July 1943, a Commander at the time, he was tranaferred to the
Maditerransan Area as Senior Officer, Merchant Marine Hearding Unite 7
Oran, Algeria, and Naples, Iltaly, He rﬂt-.u‘aed to the United States 1
September 194l, to serve at Coast Guard Headquarters in the Marine Safet

Division and as Secretary of the Merchant Marine Council during
war months and until August 1949. While acting in this capacity he
as a member of the board of investigation convened at Galveston,
tu inquire into the Texas City fire aij;'-a'i'sr aftter which he later
for seweral months as Chairman of the Inter Agency Committee on the i3
of Ammonium Nitrate., He presided at a public hearing in New Orleans in the
fall of 1947 to learn of problems incident to off=shore drilling., In the
spring of 1949, he delivered a paper in Houston befors the American Petroleun
Institute setting forth Coast Guard views on off=shors drillinge.

"\.g the ensuing four years, he served as Chief, Marine Safoty
‘th Coast Cuard District office at WJI‘fo] ky, Vaos From Auvgust
he commanded the Greater Antilles Bectionand the Ue S
Juany, P, Hey and was also Captain-of-the~Port, Gres
Se g was then designated Chief of Staff of the Twelfth Coast Cua
District, ui i';h office in San l‘ranui:;r-::.. With the retiremsnt of Rear Admiral
Raymond T, McElligott on May l, 1956, he assumed the additional duties of

Acting f'_'.om., andary Twalfth Coast Guard District and Acting Commandei, Westerr
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On May 9, 1956, the nomination of Ccmmm Keryins 101‘ Lh rank of per-
manant Rear ﬁ.d.ntml was signed by ,President Dwight [;., Eise The Se
3 ned it on May 2Lth and ﬂiuuﬁ‘}illu ive as of Aug
at date, Rear Admiral Kerrins became the Commander,
sbrict, with offices in New Orleans,
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In October 1958, he transferred his Flag to Cleveland, 0., to becoms
lommander of the ’\'mt.h Coast Guard District with charge of Coast CGuard

g 1) ates and waters of the Great La D that :
n he reported as Chief, Office of Operations at Coast CGuard
rg in Washington, D, C,
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rion.,. He held that

On April 3, 1961, he was designated Chief of Staff, Us. S, Coast Guard,
and Flag Officer in charge of the Coast Guard Reserve, also Coast Guard member
of the Reserve Armed Forces Policy Boarde This was his last assignment before
retiring on July 1, 1961,

Rear Admiral Kerrins'! World War IT campaign and service msdals and ribbo
include 4n addition to the Navy Commandation Ribbon, the Awmerican Defense
sea clasp, American Avea, Huropsan-African-Middle Eastern Are
IT Victory,

War
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RADM JOSEPH A. KERRINS, UBCG (Cont'd)

He is a member of Phi Alpha Delta,
is married to Alice Buckley of
1 Marie, a graduste of Mary Washington
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Liesutenant John B, Friel, USCG,
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