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Public Imformatiom Divisiom
U, S, Coast Guard
Washingtom, D, C, Biographical Sketech

RFAR ADMIRAL DOUGIIAS B, HENDERSON,
U, S. COAST GUARD

Douglas Bruce Hemdersom was borm om December 9, 1910, at Seattle,
Wash, He attemded public schools im Seattle amd vicinmity, and the
University of Washimgtom where he was a member of the Naval ROTC,

He was gradusted from the U, S, Coast Gusrd Academy, New Lomdom,
Comn., with a B,S, Degree and a commission as Exsign on Jume 8, 1936

During his four years at the Academy, he served as Presidemt of the
Acadeny Atletic Associatiom, as Cadet Battaliom Commasnmder im his first
class yesr, and as captain of the swimming team,

His earlier assigmments were spemt at sea om board the Cutter CHEIAN
on the Bering Sea Patrel and om board the Cutters CAYUGA amnd TAHOE operatimg
in the North Atlantic out of Bostom., That was followed by shore duty as
ass'i’.stut 9§o the First Coast Guard District Emgimeer im Bostom from Jume 1939
to Jume 1540,

He them attended the Massachusetts Imstitute of Techmology at Cambridge,
Mass., where he was awarded a Master's Degree in Naval Comstructiom and
Engineering in Jume 1943, during World War II, Durimg the remaimder of the
war, he was assigned to the office of the U, S, Navy Supervisor of Ship-
building at Sam Pedro, Cal,., wherse he served as Hull Imspector amd as Officer
in Charge of the Technical Divisiom, handling all desiga matters om the
comstruction of various Navy amd Coast Guard ships--including the famous
Wind-class icebreakers,

Im May 1946, he became Hull Superintendent amd Docking Officer at the
Coast Guard !u'd Curtis Bay, Md, Returming to sea duty im the Pacific
in July 1948, he ﬁrct served for ome year as Eagimeer Officer om board the
Cutter GHAUTAMBA, ther amother year as Executive Officer of the cargo
vessel KUKUI om logistics services to Loram Statioms, He a2lso commanded
the Cutter KIAMATH ocut of Seattle om the Barimg Sea Patrol for sevem months,

While servimng om the staff of the Chief, Office of Emgineering at
Cosst Cuard Headquarters, Washingtom, D, C., from March 1951 to August 1955,
he was Secretary of the Ship's Structure Committee and Sub-Committee,
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RADM Henderson served the next four years at the Coast Guard Academy
as Offiecer in Charge of the Power Laboratory, and as Deputy Head of the
Applied Science and Engineering Department. After that he commanded the
327-fte Cutter INGHAM on search and rescus and weather patrol in the
North Pacific and in the Atlantic out of Norfolk, Va., from June 1959 to
June 19610

He then served two tours of duty as Chief of Engineering first in the
14th Distriet, Honolulu, and then in the 5th District, Portsmouth, Va. In
June 196k, he reported at Coast Guard Headquarters as Deputy Chief, Office
of Engineering. Following the then Captain's appointment as flag officer
to rank as permanent Rear Admiral from July 1, 1966, RADM Henderson remained
at Headguarters as Comptroller of the U, S, Coast Guard,

On January 1, 1968, RAIM Henderson became Chief, Office of Engineering,
succeeding retiring RADM John B, Oren, USCG, During his first year in that
post RADM Henderson served as Project Manager, Polar Transportation Require-
ments Study which proved of inestimable value to the Department of _
Transportation in the planning and programming for future polar problems on
& systems basis, RADM Henderson received the LEGION OF MERIT AWARD ( in
Feb, 1969) for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of that
special duty,

Following is a resume of RADM Hendersonts advancements in ranks:
Cadet, August 1932; Ensign, June 8, 19365 Lieutenant (jg), June 8, 1939;
Lieutenant, February 25, 19423 ILieut., Commander, December 8, 1942;
Commander, August 1, 1945; reverted to Lieut. Commander, July 1, 19463
reappointed Commander, April 15, 1949; Captain, June 13, 1958; Rear Admiral,
July 1, 1966,

RADM Henderson holds memberships in the Society of Naval Architects
and Marine Engineers, the American Soclety of Naval Engineers, the Society
of American Military Engineers, the American Society for Engineering
Education, the Cooperative Educeation Association, and the Rotary
International,

RADM Henderson is married to the former Esther Johnson of New London,
Conn., who graduated from Williams Memorial Institute and attended the
Connecticut College for Women, They have three children, daughter Nanine,
a post-doctoral fellow at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Bethesda,
Md., son James, a graduate student at the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst, Mass., and daughter Elizabeth who attends public school in
Rockville, Md,
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