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RATINGS AND .INSIGNIA 



Any new information on the subject of rating badges, specialty marks and 
distinguishing marks, ·including dates and references which are noted in · 
the text as not yet located, would be greatry appreciated. Similarly. 
corrections of any errors which may have been included in this book will 
be welcomed. Please write to: 

' ' 

John A. St~cey 
P. O. Box 55471 
Ft. Washington, Maryland 

20744 
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INTRODUCTION 

United States Navy Regulation Circular No. 41, dated 8 January ·1885 cata
gorized all petty officers of the Navy into three classes for the first 
time. The Unifonn Regulations of the U. ·s. Navy, 1886, approved by the 
Secretary o~ the Navy on 1 July 1885, presented a series of rating badges 
which indicated both the class and job specialty of the petty officers. 
This marked the first use of a standard rating badge by all petty offic
ers, to be worn on the unifonn sleeve indicating both rank and rating on 
the same insignia; the only variations being on the number of stripes or 
chevrons indicating class, ~~d the specialty mark indicating job function. 

Petty officers had worn a rating badge since 1841, but the only distinc
tion shown by the rating badge was between certain line petty officers, 
and all other petty officers. A series of eight marks to distinguish the 
specialties of petty officers•was introduced in 1866. These marks per
mitted the identification of thirteen ratings by their design and locat
ion on different parts of the uniform {collar, right or left sleeve, or 
on both sleeves). There were also ~hree block letter marks established 
in 1866 (S, W and A) for petty officer ratings of Ship's Schoolmaster and 
Ship's Writer, and for Naval Apprentices. Two additional specialty marks 
were added in changes to the 1866 uniform regulations. 

The system of rating badges established in the unif~nn regulations of 
1886 provided the Navy with uniformity, easier identification of both 
clas~ and specialty, and a means to designate a broader range of special
ties being required by expanding technology. It also provided a system 
adaptable enough to last through more than ninety years of change, with 
no sign that it will not continue to serve i~~ purpose in the future. 

This study has been prepared to identify and date the changes that have 
been made in the rating badge and marks since 1886, and is divided into 
five parts: 

Part 1 - The Rating Badge 

Construction and configuration of the 
basic rating badge itself, and the 
modifications it has undergone, includ
ing the more recent group ratings of 
non-petty officers. 

Part 2 - Bullion Eagle Rating Badges. 

A survey of variations observed in sample 
rating bacges to establish a means of 
estimating their dates. 



Part 3 - Specialty Marks 

A catalog of those specialty marks which 
have been used as a part of the rating 
badge since 1886, dates of use, and 
appropriate titles. 

Part 4 - Specialty Marks - Letters 

A ca ta 1 og of the 1 etter specia 1 ty marks 
worn by the Specialfsts during World War 
II and continuing into the early 1960's. 

Part 5 - Distinguishing Marks 

A catalog of those marks used by petty 
officers and non-rated men to identify 
special skills, qualifications and 
assignments. 
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PART l 

THE RATING BADGE 

The uniform regulations of 1886, approved 1 july 1885, introduced the first 
petty officer rating badge using an eagle, specialty mark and chevrons with 
points down. The eagle and specialty mark were blue on the white unffonn 
and white on the blue unifonn, with chevrons of scarlet for both uniforms. 
The regulations also provided that petty officers holding three consecutive 
good conduct badges would have chevrons of gold lace instead of scarlet 
cloth. 

The eagle used during the 1886 regulation period was distinctly different 
than that in use from 1894 to the present. The eagle was faced to its left 
on all rating badges, and held its wings straight out to either side, 
parallel to the ground {Illustration 1). 

The cloth chevrons were of single pieces of scarlet wool felt, stitched 
with dark thread, and padded so as· to stand out slightly. The breadth of 
the chevrons, as taken from samples, varied between 2 1/2 and 2 3/4 inches. 
Tne width of each stripe was approximately 1/4 inch between the stitched 
edges. 

Rating badges distinguished between the three classes of petty officer in 
the following manner: third class petty officers had two chevrons on the 
rating badges; second class had three chevrons as in Illustration 1, and 
first class had three chevrons an4 a lozenge (diamond) of scarlet wool·felt 
in the "V" of the chevrons, stitcfied behind the specia 1 ty mark. The 
lozenge measured approximately one inch along its sides and one inch by 
1 3/8 inch on its height and breadt~ respectively. like the chevrons, the 
lozenge was stitched around the edge with dark thread. 

The senior petty officer, the Master-at-Arms, had an arc of three stripes 
above the chevrons, joining their end points. like the chevrons. this arc 
too was made of a single piece of scarlet wool felt, padded and stitched. 
with dark thread. The eagle on the Master-at-Arms' rating badge was placed 
with its perch on the center strip~ of the three stripe arc. ·The specialty 
mark was a five point star with one ray down at the center of the chevrons, 
and the two uppennost rays overlapping the bottom stripe of the arc. The 
style of this rating badge is shown in Illustration 2, although not with 
the specialty mark of the Master-at-Arms. 

Rating badges were to be wvrn on the right sleeve for petty officers of the 
starboard watch, and on th~ 1 ~-: t s1 eeve for those of the port watcti~ 

Non-rated men wore a 3/S ·;~,-: .. .;t, ·;µe around the shoulder seam of the jumper 
which was called a watchm~: .. k. T~~se watchmarks worn from 1886 to 1912 
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should not be confused with watchmarks introduced in the uniform regulations 
of 1866 consisting of one and two bars worn on either the right or left 
sleeve to designate watch. The watchmarks of the 1886 regulations, worn 
completely encircling the shoulder seam were blue on white uniforms and 
white on blue uniforms for seamen, and scarlet on all unifonns for firemen 
and coal passers. These watchmarks were worn on the right or left sleeve 
for starboard or port watch respectively. Distinctions fn the grade of 
non-rated men were indicated by cuff stripes on the dress uniforms, similar 
to those introduced in the previously mentioned 1866 uniform regulations: 
three stripes for 1st class, two for 2nd class and one for 3rd class. -
General Order 409 of 25 February 1893 established the pay of petty officers 
and enlisted men of the Navy to be effective beginning 1 April 1893. This 
order divided petty officers into four classes, adding chief petty off.icer 
above the first, second and third classes. This order was followed by U. S • 
Navy Regulation Circular No. ·1 of 13 March .1893, also ·effective 1 April, 
which specified that chief petty officers would wear a rating badge of the 
same design as prescribed for the Master-at-Arms in the·uniform regulations 
of 1886, but with the star specialty mark replaced by the mark for which 
the chief petty officer was qualified (Illustration 2). 

Petty officers~ rating badges of the same general style as now worn were 
introduced in General Order 431 on 24 September 1894, and were illustrated 
in the uniform regulations of 1897. The eagle, still facing to its left_, 
took on a posture with the w]ngs pointing .. 11pward rather th~.n horizontally 
as in 1886~ basically the same as is worn today. There were three minor 
variations in the eagle of the 1894. rating badge from that of tod~y: the 
eagle's head was held level as in the 1886 pattern, looking directly at 
the shoulder of the wing rather than upward; the eagle leaned to its right 
on the perch, and the tail feathers formed a smooth curve below the perch 
rather than poi"ted feather tips (Illustration 3). 

The chevrons were to be sewn on the cloth backing as separate stripes, 
1/4 inch apart, 3/8 inch wide and flat rather than padded. Chevrons were 
still to be of scarlet wool felt on all rating badges, and while the illus
tration which is taken from the unifonn regulations shows them stitched 
down with dark thread, the text stated that black thread need not be used. 
The overall breadth of the chevrons was to be 3 1/4 inches but samples can 
be found with chevrons only slightly over three inches in breadth. These 
dimensions as specified in the 1897 regulations are the same as currently 
specified for petty officers' rating badges to be worn on the men's uniform. . . 
No change in the manner of wearing either rating badges or watctuoarks was 
made Jn the 1897 regulations, and the ~uff stripes remained as the disting
uishing difference between grades of non-rated men. 

There were three differences in the petty officers' rating badges illus
trated in the unifonn regulations of 21 January 1905. The eagle, while 
still facing to its left, had its head raised, looking above the shoulder 
of ~he wing. The beak showed a sharper hook on the upper part than in the 
1 sc- : pattern. The chevrons were no 1 onger shown to be bound 6y stitchi_ng 
pa· ~ ... 11 e1 to the edge of the stripes, but were shown to be 6ound witfi an 
cvtr~ocking stitch around the edge in thread matching the chevrons, scarlet. 
~n.-· ~"'ti1~~· difference. appears to exist based on the illustrations fo the 
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!LLUSiRATIOri 1 

Rati~g 5adge - 1386 
(Quarterma3:cr Znd Clj:>) 

ILLUSTRATIOH 3 

R~ting 3ad5c - 1897 
from Uni form ~eryulation~ 

( C ~ ic ! :-i() s t ~:-- ~!. ;,r::t!, ) 

i'-.LUSTRAIIOH 2 

Chief ?et ty Officer - 1893 
(Chief Machinist) 

ILLUSTRATIOll 4 

Rating Badge - 1905 
from Uniform Re9ulations 

(Boat swain 's Mate 1st Cla ss) 
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regulations; the tail feathers below the perch no longer were illustrated 
~s a smooth curve, but took on a pointed configuration. This difference 
has not been verified from actual samples. Illustration 4 shows these dif
ferences as compared to the 1897 pattern in Illustration 3 • 

General Order 230 of 25 October 1912 renamed the watchmarks of non-rated 
men as branch marks and changed the manner of wearing them. Still blue on 
white and white on blue for men of the seaman branch and scarlet for men of 
the artificer branch, engineroom force, the tape at the shoulder seams was 
to be worn according to branch rather than watch: right sleeve for the sea"'. 
man branch and left sleeve for engineroom force. Hospital Apprentices. 
shipwrights, musicians, buglers and connnfssary and messmen were not to wear 
a branch mark. 

The location of radng badges was changed in the 25 January 1913 uniform 
regulations. Rating badges were no longer to be worn on the sleeve corres
ponding to the assigned watch. Instead, men of the seaman branch were to 
wear their rating badge on the right sleeve and men of the artificer branch, 
engineroom force and all other petty officers were to wear their rating 
badge on the left sleeve. It may be that this change was intended to ac
company the watchmark/branch mark change in General Order 230, but it was 
not specified in that order. 

The design of the rating badge remained the same as in the 1905 regulations: 
eagle's head up, facing to its left, and leaning slightly to its right on 
the perch. Rating badges continued to have scarlet chevrons for wear on 
the blue unjforms, but were changed to blue on the white uniforms. Scarlet 
chevrons· on white uniform rating badges were to be permitted in the Asiatic· 
and Pacific fleets until supplies were exhausted. Cuff stripes continued 
to be the d~stinction between the grades of non-rated men • 

The regulations of 1913 specified that the 11 good conduct" rating badges 
with gold braid chevrons (later called the gold rating badge) were to have 
the eagle and specialty mark embroidered in silver bullion. Silver bullion 
eagle and mark could also be worn on rating badges for the blue unifonns of 
chief petty officers not entitled to the gold rating badge, but with chev
rons of scarlet cloth (later to be called the silver rating badge) • 

The uniform regulations of 20 September 1922 continued the style and manner 
of wear for petty officers' rating badges and the cuff stripes for them and 
the non-rated men. The regulations specified that branch marks would not 
be worn by men of the artificer branch (except the engineroom ferce).special 
branch, cotl'IDissary branch, messmen, and aviation branch. In the 1913 reg
ulations these exceptions had been listed by specialty rather than branch. 

•. 

Bureau of Navigation Circular Letter 76-29 dated 23 November 1929, establish
ed i July 1930 as the date on which the silver rating badges would become 
mandatory for those chief petty officers who were not entitled to a gold 
rating badge. Thus, without option, all chief petty officers were to wear a 
rating badge in part embroidered in bullion. 

The uniform regulations of 31 May 1941 illustrated two distinct ch~nges in 
the pattern of petty officer rating badges. First, the eagle was redesigned 
so as to face to its right on all rating badges except those of the seaman 
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branch (Boatswain's Mate, Fire Control~an, Gunner's Mate, Hineman, Quarter
master, Signalman, forpedoman, and Turret Captain) rather than to its left 
as it had since 1886. Second, and probably to accomodate the need for the 
eagle to face either way, the eagle was placed upright on the perch rather 
than leaning to its right a~ in previous patterns. Thus, with rating 
badges of the seaman branch worn on the right sleeve and the eagle facing 
to its left as with previous patterns, and other petty officers wearing a 
left arm rating badge with the eagle facing to its right, all rating badge 
eagles were faced toward the.wearer•s front. One story has it that, with 
war brewing in both Europe and Asia, the symbolism would be appropriate if 
the eagle were to be facing any potential enemy, forward! The 1941 style 
rating badges are shown in Illustration 5. 

A 1 etter from the Chief of Naval Personnel dated 12 May 1942 stated that 
petty officers entitled to the gold or silver rating badges could wear the 
standard ratin~ badges due to production shortages of the metallic threads. 
The gold as:td silver r.ating badges were ... reinstated after the war. 

Approval was given by the Secretary of the Navy on 20 March 1943 for the 
Unifonn Regulations, Women's Reserve, United States Naval Reserve - 1943 • 
The women members of the Naval Reserv~ in World War I had worn the same 
rating badges as the men. This new regulation, however, provided for a 
rating badge of similar configuration but of reduced size. namely with tha 
chevrons 2 3/16 inches in breadth compared to 3 1/4, and 1/4 inch wide and 
3/16 inch apart compared to 3/8 inch wide and 1/4 inch apart for the men's 
rating ~!dges. The rest of the rating badge was reduced in size· in appro
priate s:ale to the smaller chevrons. A Bureau of Personnel Information 
Bulletin dated 30 September 1944 conveyed approval for sleeve marks for 
Seamen first and second class and Hospital Apprentices of the Women•s Res
erve. These marks would be three stripes and two stripes respectively for 
first ar:d second class, placed at a 30 degree angle from the horizontal, 
lower en:fs toward the front, 3/16 inch wide and an equal space apart 
(similar in design to those shown in Illustration 6). Hospital Apprentic~s, 
graduates of Class A schools and those who had successfully completed exam
inations for petty officer third class were entitled to wear the specialty 
mark for the rating for which qualified immediately above ihe rect~ngular 
backing on which the stripes were embroidered. 

The introduction of the gray working uniform on 16 April 1943 brought with 
it a gray rating badge with blue eagle, mark and chevrons for chief petty 
officers. Gray rating badges can also be found for other grades of petty 
officer, those not eligible to wear the gray officer's style unifonn. One 
theory proposed to explain these lower grade gray rating badges is that they 
were worn on gray dyed jumpers by men assigned as train guards on east coast 
raih·oads. The writer has found nothing to substantiate this theory or any 
alternate r~ason for the gray rating badges in grades below chief petty of
ficer. Also available are gray rating badges with silver. eagle and mark. 
sometimes with gold chevrons. No doctnnentation has been found establishing 
these as authorized insignia, even though they111ay very well have been worn. 
Gray uniforms were replaced by a return to the khaki working unifonn on 
15 October 1946. with a wear-out period provided until October 1948 for the 
regular Navy, and October 1949 for the Naval Reserve. 

Rating badges on forestry gre~n backing {similar to the wool of enlisted 
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Marine uniforms) for men assigned to duty with the Marine Corps do not seem 
to be well documented. While Marine Corps uniform regulations of 1922 and 
1929 provided for forestry green and khaki rating badges and marks for . 
Phannacist's Mates and Hospital Apprentices, the 1941 Navy uniform regula
tions specify only that the color of the backing cloth match the uniform on 
which worn. In early World War II. petty officers assigned to Marine units 
wore rating badges on forestry green backing with inverted Marine chevrons 
{green on scarlet backing) below the specialty mark which was frequently 
scarlet, and the eagle embroidered in green thread. This practice seems to 
have been followed until a rating badge was available with the chevrons of 
scarlet wool felt on a forestry green backing made in a single piec·e as were·: 
the blue and white rating badges. This type of rating badge was also worn 
by members of the Seabee units and chief petty officers of aviation units, 
the .latter often on a whipcord or elastique forestry green backing as well 
as the wool backing. Forestry green rating badges with the eagle and mark 
embroidered in silver can be found, though the writer has found no author
ization for such rating badges. 

Circular Letter 97-44 (31 March 1944) authorized rating badges with a blue 
eagle, mark and chevrons on a background to match the uniform material for 
rnen serving with the Marine Corps. This format was also for use on the 
winter and summer working uniforms of chief petty officers of aviation 
units. ; 

The unifonn regulations of 2 May 1947 listed seven types of petty officer 
rating badges: gold, silver, blue, white, gray, khaki, and green. The gray 
rating badges were in the wear-out period which .. began in October 1946 as 
already noted. Both the khaki and green rating badges had the eagle, mark 
and chevrons in blue as introduced in 1944, out provided that forestry 
green rating badges previously authorized could be worn until 1 January 1948 • 

For a short period during the post-war transition, the Navy tested a two 
piece rating badge, sep~rating the chevrons on one piece from the ~agle and 
mark on the other. The idea was to permit grade or rating changes without 
replacing the enti•e rating badge. The idea proved unsatisfactory and was 
abandoned. 

Change 1 {24 February 1948) to the 1947 uniform regulations eliminated the 
"right arm ratings 11 of the seaman branch. From that date on. all rating 
badges were to be worn on the left sleeve with the eagle facing to its 
right, the wearer's front. Due to the stocks of right arm rating badges on 
hand, a transition period of one year was permitted duri.ng which tile right 
an;i rating badges of the seaman branch could be worn on the left ~nn. 

The use of cuff stripes as a distinctfon between classes of non-rated men 
and the branch marks on the shoulder seam were eliminated in Change 1 as 
well. Cuff stripes, three for all enlisted men, were retained as decor
ative trim on the blue dress jumper. Non-rated marks. like the maTks that 
were introduced for the Women's Reserve in 1944. were authorized to indicate 
grade for enlisted personnel below the rank of petty officer third class. 
These marks were to be 1/4 inch wide, 3 inches in length and placed 1/4 inch 
apart, slanting downward toward the front at an angre of 30 degrees (Illus
tration 6). These marks were to be blue on white unifonns and white on 
blue uniforms for Seaman, Seaman Apprentice and Seaman Recruit, Hospitalman 
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~ating Bad~~ s - 1941 
f:-vm Uni fonr. R~gu l at ions 

£ight An:: R.:ite 
(Gunner's l{tte 3rd Class) 

Left Ann RHe 
(Machinist's Ha:e 2nd Class) 

.<i'i';;.l.);TJCl' 

SEA~.AH. FI RE!IA.~ . ETC. 
(,. ; :h Storekeeper striker auk) 

ILLUSTRATION 6 

GROUP R~TE r.ARKS 
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The grades of Senior Chief {E-8) and Master Chief Petty Officer (E-9) were 
added to the rank structure by legislation on 20 May 1958 effective as of 
1 June 1958. The rating badge for Senior C.P.O. was that of a chief with 
the addition of a 3/4 inch five point star in silver bullion centered 
1 3/8 inch above the eagle's head. The Master C.P.O. had two such.silver 
stars, each about one inch above the eagle's wing tips and two inches 
apart. The silver ~tars were to be applied with one ray pointing down • 

The posit.ion of Master Chief .Petty Officer of the Navy was instituted in 
1968. The rating badge designated t·o be worn by the M.C.P.O.N. was the 
same as that of the Master Chief but.with a third star--placed 1 3/8 inch 
directly above the eagle's head and.in line with the outer two; all three 
stars in s~lver, with one ray down • 

~ 

Incumban~s in the three senior grades, including the first two Master 
Chiefs of the Navy, wore their assigned specialty marks on their rating 
badges, embroidered in silv.er bullion. M .. C.P.O.N. Delbert Slack wore the 
specialty mark of Gunner's Mate, and M.C.P.O.N. John Whittet wore the mark 
of an Aviation Machinist's Mate. In 1972, during the teno of office of 
M.C.P.O.N. Whittet, Change 3 to the uniform regulations of 17 October 1969 
changed the three stars· above the head of the eagle to gold from silver 
and established a new specialty mark for the Master Chief of the Navy, a 
one inch five pointed gold star with one ray pointed down, centered in the 
space between the top arc of the rating badge and the upper chevron. 
M.C.P.O.N. Whittet was the first to wear this rating badge. · 

Change 3 to the 1969 regulations also introduced the position of Master 
Chief Petty Officer of the Conunand. Change s·(25 May 1973) changed the 
title to.Master Chief Petty Officer of the Fleet/Connand, and the uniform 
regulations of 1975 changed it again to Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Fleet/Force (M.C.P.O.F.). The rating badge for this position was the same 
as for the Master Chief of the Havy ex~ept that it had only two gold stars 
placed above the eagle's wing tips rather than the three stars of the 
M.C.P.O.N. The rating badges fo~ all senior grades, including those of 
M.C.P.O.F. and M.C.P.O .. N. from the 1972 change are shown in Illustration 7. , . 
. The uniform regulations of 1975 provided special rating badges for those 
who had completed assignments as Master Chief of the Navy or of a Fleet or 
Force. These rating badges were the same as the ones worn by the M.C.P.O.N. 
and M.C.P.O.F. respectively, retaining the gold stars above the eagle, but 
with the gold star specialty mark replaced by the man's regular specialty 
mark embroidered in gold bullion rather than in silver as for other chiefs. 
As of this writing, the only person to remain on active duty after leaving 
the post of Master Chief of the Navy has been M.C.P.O.N. John Whittet. His 
rating badge had the specialty mark of the Master-at-Arms in gold, a rating 
for which he had qualified while Master Chief of the Navy·. 

Another change included in the i975 regulations was the omission of the 
group-rate mark for the recruit classification. "The pay grade l-1 group 
rate mark is not required on any uniform." While the 1975 regulations 
left the mark out as 11 

••• not required, .. the uniform regu1atlons of 1978 
eliminated the mark from use: "Personnel in the pay grade E-1 cl~ not wear 
group rate marks." Those in pay grade E-1 who qualified c:s striker for a 
rating would wear the appropriate specialty mark centered one i1ich above 

11 
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and Hospital Apprentice {the latter two with a caduseus above the stripes) 
Dentalman and Dental Apprentice {both with a caduseus and superimposed o • 
above the stripes), and Stewardsman, Steward Apprentice and Steward Recruit 
(these three with the steward's crescent mark above the stripes). The marks 
were to be red on all uni forms for Fireman and Firem~n Apprentice, and 
emerald green on all unifonns for Airman and Airman Apprentice. Change 3 
(21 October 1948) conveyed a change in title from non-rated marks to group
rate marks. Circular Letter 106-48 (9 June 1948) added the rates of.Fire
man Recruit, Ainnan Recruit, ~ospital and Dental Recruits. Also introduced 
were the grades of Constructionman, Construction Apprentice and Recruit who 
were to wear light blue stripes on the marks for all uniforms. For all of·: 
the group-rate marks, one stripe was designated for recruits. two for ap
prentices. and three for Seaman, Fireman, Airman, etc. Personnel in the 
twQ grades above recruit who qualified and had been designated as strikers 
were permitted to wear the special_ty mark for which they were striking 
centered above the top stripe of the mark. While marks for the recrui_t 
grade can be found with a striker's mark, this would be the result of a 
reduction in grade for disciplinary reasons which. frequently did not include 
loss of qualification or designation as striker for a rating. Regulations 
state that the striker's marks are to be centered above the rectangular 
backing of the group-rate mark, but. such marks were al so worn embroidered 
into the sah;e backing cloth as the stripes themselves. 

The khaki rating badge \·tith silver eagle and mar~ over blue chevrons for 
chief petty officers was approved in Change 5 (14 February 1949) to the 
uniform regulations of 1947 • .. ~· 
Circular letter 27-49 (15 February 1949) was issued by the Bureau of 
Personnel to call attention to a variety of improper rati.ng badges being 
worn, and to order an iw.mediate stop to their use. Those rating badges 
cited as improper were the green with silver eagle and mark having either 
blue or red chevrons, blue rating badges with silver eagle and 1Uark worn by 
grades below chief petty officer, and silver bull ion distinguishing marks 
worn by any enlisted man. One point to note is that there was reference to 
green rating badges with red chevrons which were supposedly phased out by 
the beginning of 1948. 

Rating badges with chevrons embroidered rather than made of wool felt cloth 
and stitched onto the backing were first described in the unifonn regulations 
of 10 August 1951. Rating badges with wool felt chevrons were still to be 
permitted as optional for chief petty officers. Actually, there were rat
ing badges with embroidered chevrons in use during ~orld War II. as samples 
have been found marked with dates as early as 1943. 

Change 2 (6 February 1956) to the 1951 unifonu regulations introduced a 
rating badge with the eagle and chevrons printed in black on a chambrey 
blue backing for wear on the chambrey work shirt. It was specified that 
these dungaree rating badges would not include specialty marks. and that 
they were to be made to be ironed onto the shirt sleeve. 

A blue working jacket introduced in Change 3 (14 March 1957) to the 
1951 regulations brought with it a rating badge on blue nylon backing with 
white embroidered eagle and scarlet embroidered chevrons, but, like the 
dungaree rating badge, without a specialty mark. 

10 
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t~e midpoint between the el bow and shoulder of the 1 eft sleeve. 

The uniform regulations of 1981 presented two additional new rating badges 
related to special assignments at the Master Chief grade. Conmand Master 
Chiefs were to have a rating badge of the same style as other Master Chiefs, 
that is with two silver stars above the eagle's wing tips, but would have 
in place of the regular specialty mark a one inch silver star. one ray down 
at the uyn of the chevrons. A Past Master Chief of Fleet or Force serving 
as a Comnand Master Chief would wear a rating badge with two gold stars 
above the eagle's wing tips and the silver s~~r specialty mark. 

MASTER CHIEF PETTY CFFlCER 
OF r.tE HAYY 1 ;i2 

~.ASTER CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 
OF THE FlEET/COliKAHD 1972 

ILLUSTRATION 7 

RATING BADGES FOR SENIO~ GRADES 

~~StER CHiEF PETTY OFFIC~~ 
OF THE NAVY (WHITTET) l~ii-72 

~STER CHl[f PETTY 
OFFICER 

12 

HASTER CHIEF PEiTT OFncu 
OF THE ICAYY (BLACK) Ji&a.71 

SENIOR CHIEF PETIY 
OFFICER 

. ·-: 
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An interesting variation of the petty officer rating badges is that auth
orized for Apprentice Petty Officers. Introduced in Change 17 (18 March 
1918) of the uniform regulations of 1913 as "Rating Badges For The Use Of 
Enlisted Men Under Training At Training Stations," the rating badges are 
the same basic style as other petty officer rating badges, but reduced in 
size. The dimensions for these smaller rating badges were as follows: 

chevrons - 1/4 11 wide and placed 1/8" apart, 

eagle - pl aced one inch above the angle of the chev.rons 
and resting on the specialty mark for 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd class, ·and on the upper arc for appren
tice chiefs, 

arc for chief$ - 1 1/4" radius at the outside of the arc, 

breadth - two inches overall. 

This rating badge was not included in the uniform regulations of 1922, but 
a change to thc~e regulations dated 17 August 1928 stated that the mark 
for the apprentice petty officer rating badge was to be the fi 9ure "8 11 knot 
of the Ex-Apprentice (see page 62). Change 1 (31 October 1961) to the 1959 
uniform regulations increased the space between the chevrons to 1/4 inch. 
This rating badge was last illustrated in Change 5 (25 May 1973) to the 
uniform regulations of 1969, and was not included in the 1975 uniform reg
ulations ~1hich ·;onveyed the general uniform revision for enlisted person
nel from the jtA=rlper to the coat, shirt and tie. Illustration 8 shows 
apprentice petty officers' rating badges with both the square knot of the 
original design and the figure "8" knot of the 1928 change. Unlike the 
sample to the left, the original design had the eagle placed directly on 
the knot for 15t, 2nd and 3rd class rather than perched above it. 

Full· size rating badges exist with both styles of knots as the specialty · 
marks and i~ styles typical of both pre-1941 and post-1941 rating badges. 
The writer has found neither explanation ~or authorization for such insignia. 

ILLUSTRATION 8 

RATING BADGES FOR 
APPRENTICE PETTY OFFICERS 

13 
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PART 2 

BULLION EAGLE RATING BADGES 

~n an attempt to provide some means of dating rating b~dges with the eagles 
embroidered in silver bullion, the writer has identified and classified six 
distinct patterns of bullion eagles from samples. While many variations 
exist, they generally appear to match to a large degree one of the patterns 
illustrated here. It should be noted.that ·the time periods applied to the 
six patterns are estimated and there seems to be a considerable amount of 
overlap, as well as numerous minor changes in patterns from one time period 
to the next. In the Introduction, this section was referred to as a survey 
and is not intended as absolute, simply an aid to the collector's attempts 
to establish the age for rating badges of this type. 

7he s i 1 ver bull i a·n e~gl e on the. rating badge has been us~d by a 11 petty of
ficers when the gold chevrons have been earned. The silver e~gle is also 
worn on the scarlet chevron blue rating badge of chief petty officers who 
are not entitled to the gal d chevrons. Silver. bull ion eagles are found on 
green, gray and khaki rating badges as well, al though only authorized for 
use on the khaki rating badge, and that since only 1949. 

As described in Part 1, prior to 1941, all rating badges had the ~agle fac· 
ing to its left. During the period 1941 to 1948, only rating badges of thE 
seaman branch had left facing eagles; all others faced to the eagle's right 
After 1948, all rating badges were to be worn on the .1 eft sleeve with an 
eagle that faced to its right. These configurations also apply to the 
silver eagles. 

TYPE I - from early samples known to be of the World War I period: 
A coil of bull ion forms the upper edge .of the 
wings, with a twist of two threads fo~ing· the 
division between the wing shoulder and the · 
feathers. The shoulder. portion of the wing is 
of diagonal stitches and the feathers of single 
horizontal stitches. The body is fonned by 
twists of threads in a vertical pattern, with a 
knot of red thread for the mouth and a black 
knot for the eye. The perch is of s;ngl~ dia
gonal stitches and the tail is formed by five 
straight vertical stitches of the same length. 

14 
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TYPE II - World War II period: 

A- The wings made of short diagonal stitches 
forming the shoulder and each feather, · 
with long diagonal stitches overlapping 
the bases of the four topmost feathers. 
The body is of diagonal stitches with 
three twist~ of thread vertically down 
the center. The legs are formed of hor
izontal stitches with a vertical stitch 
and three short diagonals for~the claws. 
The perch is of short diagonal stitches. 
The tail is made of thirteen vertical 
stitches, alternating short and long. 

R- This variation has each wing feather 
separate, without the overlapping stitches 
on the top· four feathers. Five twists of 
thread forra the.body; nine stitches for 
the tail, and a separate stitch for the 
beak, brow, and the under part of the 
peak. The upper edge of the wing is out-
1 ined by a bullion coil. 

TYPE II! - Worl~ !·!ar II and post-war period: 

TYPE IV -

Embroidered in lightweight silver thread· 
rather than bullion. The pattern of the 
stitches is basically the same as that of 
eagles on cloth rating badges. There is 
no row of short inner wing feathers as on 
the cloth rating badges and later types of 
bullion eagles. The eye is formed by a 
knot of black thread. There are five 
pointed tail fe~thers below the perch. 
There is a current variation of this type 
which is embroidered of heavy silver-
col-0red metallic thread. · 

post-World War II period: 
A coil of bullion outlines the upper e~ge 
and point of the wing tip. The wing 
shoulder is formed by short diagonal 
stitches. The outer feathers on the wing 
are made of long curved stitches, and the 
inner feathers are of extra bright bul-
l ion. The body is formed of five vertical 
twists of thread over a series of diagonal 
stitches. The legs are of horizontal 
stitches with one vertical and three short 
diagonal stitches for each claw. The body 
and legs are thickly padded to stand out. 

15 
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TYPE V - post-Korean War period: 
A coil of bullion forms the upper edge of 
the wing and first feather. The shoulder 
and the center stitch of each inner· wing 
feather is of extra bright bullion. The 
outline of the inner feathers and the 
diagonal stitches of the outer feathers 
are of plain silver bullion. The body is 
fanned of diagonal stitches, with a single 
stitch for the lower part of the beak. 
The tongue is a stitch of red thread. The 

·-·- brow is a stitch of extra bright bullion, 
with the lower part and center of the eye 
of black thread. The legs are of ~ori
zontal stitches of extra bright bullion. 
A vertical stitch and three short diagon
als form the cl~ws. The tail feathers are 
outlined in plain bullion. with a center 
stitch of extra bright bullion. The perch 
is made of short diagonal stitches of plai~ 
bull ion . 

Current bullion rating badges also include patterns similar to Type II-8 
and Type IV. Current variations of these types incorporate a greater use 
of extra bright bulli-0n than samples of. earlier rating badges. The in
creased cost of gold and silver in recent years has brought about the use 
of rating badges made of gold-tone and silver-tone metallic thread, emb
roidered in much the same style as Type III and the eagles on the cloth 
embroidered rating badges. 

16 
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PART 3 

SPECIALTY MARKS 

From 1886 to the present day, a mark indicating the occupational specialty 
of a petty officer has been the central element of the rating badge. There 
had been specialty marks in use by the Navy since 1 December 1866, but not 
as part of a standard rating badge which was the same basic design for all 
petty officers. 

Specialty marks which have ·been used since 1886 are illustrated and dated 
in this section. The marks are presented in alphabetical order, using the 
present title for marks still in use, and the last title used for marks 
that have been discontinued. In addition, other titles and other ratings 
for which each mark has been ~sed are listed, along with the dat~s of use. 

Two notes of c1arification are in order at this p_oint. First, many of the 
ratings ~ere in existance before their association with a given specialty 
mark. The dates included in this study are.·the dates for which the illus
trated oark was used to represent a rating in the period since 1886. 
Second, there are U. S. Navy rating badges in existance with specialty marks 
other than those illustrated here - marks for which the writer has found no 
authorization or approval by the Navy Department, and which have, therefore, 
been excluded from this study. 

For each mark illustrated and title 1 isted, the grades authorized for the· 
rating, along with applicable dates, are listed. Grades above chief petty 
officer are not listed for any of the marks> however. With the creation of 
the grades of Senior and Master Chief Petty Officer effective 1 June 1958, 
subsequent advancement was made to all of these grades in all specialties 
except Teleman which was a transitional rating at the time. The precise 
date when such grades became active in any specialty group is not included 
here since that would depend on the promotion of individual chief petty 
officers within their specialties> and that individual data is outside the 
scope of this study. · 

So~e of these specialty marks were also used as distinguishing marks. This 
information is included with each mark so used. The manner of wearing each 
mark when used as a distinguishing mark is listed as of the date instituted. 
Changes in the manner of wearing all distinguishing marks will be found in 
Part 5. 

For each specialty mark, footnotes are provided to give precise dates and 
references when they are available. Several abbreviations that are · used fn 
these footnotes frequently are defined here so that they will be familiar 
when encountered throughout Parts 3, 4 and 5: 

17 



BuPers Notice or BPN - Bureau of Personnel Notice 

BNCL and OPCL - Circular letters of instruction 
(Bureau of Navigation or BuNav 
before July 1942, and Bureau of 
Personnel or BuPers after that) 

G.O. - General Order 

SecNav - Secretary of the Navy -
U.R. - Unifonn Regulations 

Where a date of origin, change or discontinuation has not been detennined, 
there will, of course, be no reference and the notation ??? will be sub
stituted for the date. 
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AEROGRAPHER'S MATE: All grades 1942 - present 

Aerographer: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 19232
- 1942 

~ Distinguishing Mark: Non-rated men qualified 
· · as striker for Aerographer. 1926 3 

- 1948 
To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow of 
the left sleeve. Superseded by the introduction 
of group rates with striker marks for non-rated men. 

1. BPCL 113-42, 8 August 1942 3. BNCL 62-26, 29 October 1926 
2. BNCL 99-23, 29 December 1923 

AIR CONTROLMAN: All grades ' 1948 - present 

Established from Specialist Y (Control Tower Oper
~ ator), part of Specialist V (Transport Airman) and 
~ Various Radarman and Specialist X ratings. BuPers 

Note 1220 (10 O~cember 1977) ch~nged the title to 
Air Traffic Controller which has not been reflected 
in uniform regulations. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

AIRCREW SURVIVAL EQUIPMENTMAN: All grades l 1965 - present 

Parachute Rigger: Chief, lst, 2nd & ~rd Class
2 . 1942 - 1965 

1. BuPers Notice 1440, 2 February 1966 effective 
retroactive to 8 December 1965 

2. BNCL 33-42, 24 February 1942 

AIRSHIP RIGGER: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 

Changed to Exclusive Emergency Service Rating ESA 
(Airship Rigger) established in 1948. 

1. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943; mark approved 
BPCL 58-44, 29 February 1944 

2. BPCL 246-47, 15 December 1947 effective 2 April 
1948 

AVIATION ANTISUBMARINE WARFARE OPERATOR: All grades 
1 

1968 - present 

~ 
1. BuPers Notice 1440, 29 February 1968; mark 

'~~irv.~ approved by the Chief of Naval Operations, . co~ 18 May 1968 
~ 

AVIATION ANTISUBMARINE WARFARE TECHNICIAN: All grades 1 1963 - present 

I 1. SecNav approval of uniform regulation changes, 
~ f ~ 23 April 1962 and BuPers Notice 1440, 29 June 

-~ .... ·~ ~_.. 1962, both effective 1 January 1963 

19 
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AVIATION BOATS~IAl N'S MATE: All grades 1 1944 - present 

1. BPCL 268-44, 14 September 1944; mark approved 
in BPCL 363-44, 30 November 1944 

AVIATION CARPENTER'S MATE: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 

Carpenter's Mate, Aviation: Chief, 1st & 2nd Class 
3 / 1918 I - 1921 

Included Coppersmith, Aviation which was switched 
to Aviation Metalsmith in 1921. This rating was 
combined with Aviation Metalsmith in 1941. 

Distinguishing Mark: Non-rated men qualified as striker· for Aviation 
Carpenter's Mate 1926~- 19402 

To be worn mid-:~·1ay between wrist and elbow of the left sleeve. 

1. U.R. 1913, Change 17, 18 March 1918 3. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 
2. BNCL 36-40, 21 May 1940, effective effective 1 July 1921 

30 Jun~ ;g40 4. BNCL 62-26, 29 October 1926 

A·::.UION ELECTRICIAU'S MATE: All grades 1 1942 - present 

Although this mar~ was illustrated in the uniform 
catalog of Walter Rieb (New York) dated March 1919 
as Electrician, Aviation, it was never authorized 
as such~ This may have been only anticipation by 
the manufacturer since the mark was not approved 
until 1942. 

1. BPCL 129-42, 4 September 1942 

AVIATION ELECTRONICSMAN: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 19481 
- 1959 2 

Aviation Radioman: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 
1 

19423
- 1948 

Aviation Radio Technician: Chief, lst, 
2nd & 3rd Class 19424~ 1945s 

Aviation Electronics Technician's Mate: 
5 6 

Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 1945 - 1947 
The rating of Aviation Radioman was originally established by BNCL.5-42 
(13 January 1942) but the specialty mark of Radioman was worn until this 
mark was approved. This rating was ·merged into Aviation Electronics. Tech
nician as of 30 June 1959 and the mark was abolished in 1960. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21February1947 
effective 2 April 1948 

2. BuPers Instruction 1440.llA 
10 November 1958 effective 
31 December 1959 

20 

3. BNCL 5-42, 13 January 1942 
4. BPCL 169-42, 11 December 1942 
5. BPCL 325-45, 31 October 1945 
6. U.R. 1941, Change 2, 18 March 
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AVIATION ELECTRONICS TECHNICIAN: All grades 1 1948 - present 

Aviation Electronics Technician's Mate: 
2 1 Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 1947 - 1948 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947, effective 2 April 
1948 ... 

2. U.R. 1941, Change 2, 18 March 1947 

AVIATION FIRE CONTROL TEC~ICIAN: All grades 1 1954 - present 

Aviation Fire Controlman (Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class) 
was originally established as a separate specialty 
from Aviation Ordnanceman (B) (Aviation Bombsight 
and Fire Control Mechanic) in 1945~ with the mark to 
be the same as Aviation Ordnanceman. The rating was 

merged into Aviation Ordnanceman and Aviation Electronics Technician in 
1948~ No evidence has been found by the writer to indicate that this mark 
was approved prior to the establistvnent of Aviation Fire Control Technician 
in 1954. 

1. U.R. 1951, Change Memorandum 1-4; 
5 February 1954 · 

3. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947, 
effective 2 April 1948 

2. BPCL 39-45, 14 Febru~ry 1945 

AVIATION GUIDED MISSILEMAN: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 1 9 s 51 
- 1960 2 

1. U.R. 1951, Change 1, 15 March 1955 
2. BuPers Instruction 1440.TJ, 10 June 1960 

effective 1 July 1960 

AVIATION MACHTff1st·s MATE: Chief, 1st.\ 2nd Class 1921 - prese.nt 

3rd Cl ass 1926 2- present 
Machinist's Mate. Aviation: Chief, 1st 

and ~nd Class 19183
- 1921 

Distinguishing Mark: Non-rated men qualified as . 
striker for Aviation Machinist's Mate 1941~- 1948 
To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow of 

the left sleeve. Superseded by the introduction of group rates used with 
striker marks by non-rated men in 1948. 

1. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921, effective 3. U.R. 1913, Change 17, 18 March 
1 July 1921 1918 

2. BNCL 13-26, 25 February 1926 4. BNCL 17-41, 11 February 1941 

AVIATION MAINTENANCE ADMINI STRATIONMAN: Al 1 Grades 1963 1- present 

1. SecNav approval, 16-March.l963 
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AVIATION ORDNANCEMAN: All grades I 
1926 - present 

1. BNCL 13-26, 25 February 1926 

AVIATION PHOTOGRAPHER'S MATE: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 1948 ·- 1953
2 

Established as a combination of aerial segments of 
Photographer's Mate and .Specialist P (Photographic 
Specialist). Merged into Photographer's Mate begin
ning in 1950 and completing on 31 December 1953. 

1. BPCL 246-47, 15 December 1947 to 
be effective 2 April 1948 

2. BPCL 116-50, 31 July 1950 

AVIATION PILOT: Chief 
· 1st Class 
2nd Class 
3rd Class 

1942:- 1948: 
1942 - 1948 
19422

- 19484 

19422 
- 1942 6 

This w~rk was or~~inally specified to be yellow on all 
rating badges, giving the general appearance of the . 
Naval Aviator~s wings. The specialty mark was changed 
to white on the blue rating badge and blue on ~11 
other rating badges in-BPCL 199-44 dated 12 July 1944. 
The mark with straight wings more nearly like those of. 
the Aviator's wings appeared during the World War II 
period. Both styles of mark exist on rating badges of 

the World War II type. Some speculation has been advanced that the curved 
wing style after 1942 was used by the Coast Guard and the straight wing style 
by the Navy, but nothing has been found to substantiate this distinction. 

Distinguishing Mark: Naval Aviation Pilots 1933 7
- 19351 

" ... men designated as aviation pilots will wear the present specialty mark 
of Aviation Pilot midway between the shoulder and elbow of the left sleeve 
for men of the seaman branch, and on the right sleeve for others."7 

1. BNCL 18-24,.13 March 1924 
2. BNCL 43-42, 17 March 1942 
3. BNCL 10-33, 28 March 1933 
4. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 

effective 2 April 1948 

5. BNCL 66-27, 21 September 1927 
6. BPCL 104-42, 27 July 1942 
7. BNCL 24-33, 30 June 1933 
8. BHCL 44-35, 3 September 1935 

AVIATION QUARTERMASTER (correct title - QUARTERMASTER, AVIATION): 
1 2 . Chief, 1st & 2nd Class 1918
3

- 1921
2 3rd Class 1918 - 1921 

~~ Switched to Aviation Rigger in the revision of 
ratings of 1921. 

1. U.R. 1913, Change 17, 18 March 1918 
2. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 effective 1 July 1921 
3. BuNav Letter N9H/B-5690, 16 October 1918 
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AVIATION RIGGER: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 1921' - 1927 2 

Established as a replacement of Quartermaster, 
Aviation. Merged into Aviation Machinist's Mate. 

1. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 effective 1 July 1921 
2. BNCL 13-26, 25 February 1926 effective 30 June 1927 

AVIATION STOREKEEPER: All grades 19481 
- present 

Storekeeper V: Chief, 1st, 2nd .... & 3rd Class 
2 1 

1945 - 1948 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
2. BPCL 65-45, 15 March 1945 

AVIATION STRUCTURAL MECHANIC: All grades .19481 
- present 

Aviation Metalsmith: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 
1921 2 

- 19481 

Although this mark was illustrated in the uniform . 
catalog of Walter Rieb (New York) dated March 1919 as 
Blacksmith, Aviation, it was never authorized as such. 

The designations Blacksmith, Aviation and Shipfitter, Aviation were author
ized in 1918, but no specialty mark was approved. These two designations 
were combined with Coppersmith, Aviation (see Aviation Carpenter's Mate) to 
form Aviation Metalsmith in the revision of ratings in BNCL 9-21 (24 March 
1921 ). The 1919 conmercial publication in the Rieb catalog may have been 
only an anticipation by the manufacturer. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 

2. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 effective 
1 July 1921 

AVIATION SUPPORT EQUIPMENT TECHNICIAN: All grades 1 966 1 
- present 

1. BuPers Notice 1440, 24 February 1966, approved 
by SecNav 15 July 1966 

BOATSWAIN'S MATE: Chief 
1st & 2nd Cl ass 
3rd Class 

Captains of the Tops: 3rd Class 
Captain of the Afterguard: 3rd Class 
Coxswain: 3rd Class 

' 1893 - present 
1885 - present 
1948 - present 

1885 - 18931 

1885 - 1893~ 
1885 - 1948 

During the period between 1885 and 25 February 1893, the title of Chief 
Boatswain's Mate was used for the petty officer grade of Boatswain's Mate 
1st Class though the rank of chief petty officer had not been established. 

1. G.0. 409, 25 February 1893 
effective 1 April 1893 
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BOILERMAKER: Chief & 1st Class 1956 - 1971
3 

1976
2

- 1977 4 

Boiler Technician: All grades 19713
- 19762 

Included with the ratings nearing the mark of Machinist's 
Mate from 1886 to 1948, and in the Boile~~n group from 
1948 to 1956. In 1971, this mark was des1gnated as Boiler 
Technician. This change had been made in error, the new 

designation having been intended for Boilennan. The error was corrected in .. 
1976, and the proper designations assigned to each specialty mark. · 

1 •. BuPers Notice 1223 , 1 June 1956 
2. · U.R. 1975, Change 1, 30 June 1976 

3. Notice from Naval Clothing and 
Textile Research Unit conveying 
approval of the Chief of Naval 
O~erations, 5 November 1971 

4. Notice from Naval Clothing and 
Textile Research Unit to Uniform 
Board, 14 January 1977 

BOILER TECHNICIAN: All grades 19761 
- present 

19482
- 1976

1 

to the 

Boilerman: Chief, 1st, 2n~ & 3rd Class 

Established from various ratings wearing the mark of 
Machinist's Mate, including Water Tender and Boiler
maker. Redesignation to the present title took place 
in 1971 but in the uniform regulations the mark for 
Boilermaker was redesignat:d in error. The correction 

proper designation was made in 1976. 

1. U.R. 1975, Change 1, 30 June 1976 2. B?CL 40-47, 21 February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 

BUGLEMASTER: Chief, 1st & 2nd Class 
3rd Class 

1927~- 1948: 
1944 - 1948 

Although found with the bugle faced in both directions, 
the mark was authorized for wear with the bell of the 
bugle toward the wearer's front, thus toward the reader's 
left, as this rating was worn only on the left sleeve. 
Supervisory duties of the rating were assigned to the 
Quartermaster ratings in 1S48 • 

Distinguishing Mark: Bugler 1~12!- 1920: 
Bugler 1st & 2nd Class 1920 - 1948 

Mark to be worn on the left ann in place of a rating badge. Assigned to 
Seaman and Seaman Apprentice in 1948. 

1. BNCL 14-2i, 20 January 1927 
2. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 

effective BPCL 12-44, 15 January 
1944 . 
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3. G.O. 230, 25 October 1912 
4. BliCL 53-20, 15 September 1920 
5. BPCL 40-4 7, 21 February 1947 

effective 2 April 1948 
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BUILDER: All grades I 1948 - present 

Established from the rating of Carpenter's Mate CB(B). 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

CARPENTER'S MATE: 2nd Class only 
Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 

Painter: Chief 
1st Cl ass 
2nd Cl ass 
3rd Class 

18931 -1894 5 

1885. - 1893 1 

Plumber and Fitter: 1st Class only 
Switched to Shipfitter 1st Class. 

1885 - 18931 

18931 
- 19482 

1944!- 1948~ 
1902 4 - 19482 
l 902s- 19482 
1894 - 1948 

18931 
- 1921 6 

Patternmaker: Chief 1944
3

- 1947: 
lst & 2nd Class 19177

- 1947 
3rd Cl ass 19443 

- 1947
8 

Established as a separate specialty in 1947. 

Carpenter's Mate and Painter were included in the rating of Damage Controlman 
in 1948. 

Distinguishing Mark: Shipwright 
Mark to be worn in place of a rating badge on the left sleeve. 
in the uniform regulations of 1922. · 

1912 
9 

- 1921 6 

Not included 

1. G.O. 409, 25 February 1893 6. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 effect-
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 

effective 2 April 1948 
3. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 

effective BPCL 12-44, 15 January 
1944 

4. Order of 18 August 1902 
5. Order of 30 July 1894 

COMHISSARYMAN: All grades 

ive 1 July i921 
7. BNCL 26-17, 20 October 1917 
8. U.R. 2 May 1947 
9. G.O. 230, 25 October 1912 

Commissary Steward: Chief 
1st Class 

1948
1 

- 1914
4 

1902~ - 1948
1 

1902 - 19303 

In 1930, 1st Class Commissary Stewards were reassigned as 
Cooks or Bakers according to previous qualifications. The 
rating of Conunissaryman was merged into Mess Management 
Specialist in 1974 along wtth the rating of Steward. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 3. BNCL 66-30, 10 November 1930 
effective 2 April 1948 effective 30 June 1931 

2. G.O. 61, 17 October 1901 4. Naval Operations Bulletin, 18 Dec. 
effective 1 January 1902 1974 effective 1 January 1975 
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CONSTRUCTION ELECTRICIAN: All grades 1 1958 - present 

Construction Electrician's Mate: Chief, 1st, 
2nd & 3rd Class 19482

- 19581 

Formed from Electrician's Mate CB specialties. 

1. BuPers Notice 1430, 25 July 1958, retroactive to 
9 January 1958 . . 

2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

CONSTRUCTION MECHANIC: All grades 1 
1958 - present 

Mechanic: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 19482 
- 19581 

Formed by combining parts of Machinist's Mate CB(E) and 
Motor Machinist's Mate ratings. 

1. BuPers Notice 1430, 25 July 1958, retroactive to 
9 January 1958 

2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
. 

CRYPTOLOGIC TECHNICIAN: All grades 

Communications Technician: Chief, 1st, 
2nd & 3rd Class 

1976 - present 

19482 
- .1976

1 

Formed by combining Specialist Q {Cormnunications) and 
some ratings from the Radioman group. 

1. BuPers Notice 1220,.26 March 1976 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

DAMAGE CONTROLMAN: All grades 19481
- 19722 

Fanned from a combination of Specialist F (Fire Fighter) 
and some Carpenter's Mate and Painter ratings. Combined 
with Shipfitter to form Hull Maintenance Technician on 
1 January 1972. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 Ap~il 1948 
2. SecNav approval, 27 February 1970 effective 1 January 

1972 

DATA PROCESSING TECHNICIAN: A 11 grades I 
1967 - present 

Machine Accountant: All grades 1948 2- 1967
1 

Formed as a combination of Specialist I (Punch Card 
Accounting Machine Operator) and part of Specialist X 
{Key Punch Operators and Supervisors). 

1. BuPers Notice 1430, 3 April 1967 effective 1 July 1967 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
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DATA SYSTEMS TECHNICIAN: A 11 grades 1 
1963 - present 

' ¢8€S~ 
+ 

1. BuPers Notice 1020, 7 August 1962, mark approved 
by SecNa v. 23 Apri 1 1962 to be effective l January 
1963 

DENTAL TECHNICIAN: All grades 1 
1948 - present 

Established in 1948 from Pharmacist's Mate (OP) 
(Dental Prosthetic Technician). 

1. BPCL 246-47, 15 December 1947 effective 2 April 
1948 

DISBURSING CLERK: All grades 1 
1948 - present 

Established from Storekeeper (D) (Disbursing). 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

ELECTRICIAN'S MATE: All grades 1 1921 - present 

Electrician: Chief, 1st & 2nd Class 
3rd Class 

18982
- 1921: 

19003
- 1921 

-· 
It has been reported that the rating bad$es for Electrician 
were first ordered specifying a "globe" {meaning electric 
light bulb) as the specialty mark. On delivery, the mark 
manufactured out to be a replica of the world 

globe. Despite .the error in corrrnunications, the world globe reportedly 
looked so well that it was retained.5 No evidence has been found to dispute 
this theory to explain the mark which does not visually represent its rating • 

• • . •• Jiii 

Distinguishing Mark: for qualified non-rated men 19264
- 1948 

To be worn mid-way bet\·1een the wrist and elbow on the left sleeve. Super
seded by the introduction of group rates used with striker marks for non
men in 1948. 

1. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 effective 
1 July 1921 

2. SecNav Circular 85~ 7 April 1898 
3. G.O. 552, 28 June 1900 effective 

1 July 1900 

ELECTRONICS TECHNICIAN: All grades 

4. BNCL 44-26. 6 August 1926 
5. BuPers Information Bulletin, 

"How Did It Start", page 70 
November 1943 

1 
1948 - present 

Electronics Technician's Mate: Chief, 1st, 
2nd & 3rd Class 19452

- 19481 

Radio Technician: Chief, 1st. 2nd & 3rd Class ~ 
19423 1945· 

1. SPCL 40-47, .21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
2. BPCL 325-45, 31 October 1945 
J. BNCL 58-42, 7 April 1942 

27 



- : 
:-·: .• :::! 
·• .~~ 
t 

·~ 
-\. 
i 

·-: 
~ . 
. · . .. . 
~· 

·: 

·j 

-~ 
r·· 
··, 

.. 
1 

_..; 

·; ... 

-~ 

'• .. 

·r 
t 

·4 
' 1 

ELECTRONICS WARFARE TECHNICIAN: All grades 

1. U.R. 1969, Change 3, November 1971 

ENGINEERING AIDE: All grades· 

Surveyor: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 

Established from Carpenter's Mate CB (S). 

1. U.R. 1959, Change 1, 31October1961 

1 
1971 - present 

I 1961 - present 

1948 2 
- 1961 1 

2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February.194!. .effective 2 April 1948 

ENGINEMAN: All grades 1 1948 - present 

Included with the ratings wearing the specialty mark of 
Machinist's Mate from 1912 to 1930. Formed as a separate 
rating from various Motor Machinist's Mate ratings in 
1948. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR: All grades 19581
- present 

Driver: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 19482
- 19581 

Established from Machinist's Mate CB (E). 

1. BuPers Notice 1430, 25 July 1958 effective retro
active to 9 January 1958 

2. BPCL 40-~7, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
1 

FIRE CONTROL TECHNICIAN: All grades 1955 - present 

Fire Controlman: Chief & 1st Class 1921~- 1955: 
2nd Class 1924 - 1955 
3rd Cl ass 192i'- 19551 

• 

Absorbed Fire Control Technician and adopted that· title 
in 1955, eliminating the mark illustrated next. 

Distinguishing Mark: Gun Range Finder Operator 
5 1924 - 19706 

Seaman Fire Controlman 19427
- 1945 1 

To be worn for Gun Range Finder Operator mid-way between the shoulder and 
elbow on the left sleeve for men of the seaman branch and on the right for 
others. For Seaman Fire Controlman, to be worn on the right sleeve mid-
way between the wrist and the elbow. 

1. U.R. 1951, Change 1, 15 March 1955 2. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 effective 
1 July 1921 
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FIRE CONTROL TECHNICIAN (continued) 

3. BNCL 10-24, 7 February 1924 6. U.R. 1969, Change 1, 3 June 1970 
7. ·BPCL 107-42, 29 July 1942 4. BNCL 14-27, 20 January 1927 

5. U.R. 1922, Change l, 10 November 
1924 

8. BPCL 65-45, 15 March 1945 

FIRE CONTROL TECHNICIAN: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 19461
- 19552 

)) ) )) 

... 
This mark was abolished and the rating combined with Fire 
Controlman under the title Fire Control Technician. The · 
transition was begun on 23 June 1950 to be completed by 
1 July 1955 · 

1. BPCL 57-46, 14 March 1946 
2. U.R. 1951, Change 1, 15 March 1955 

GAS TURBINE SYSTEM TECHNICIAN: held in abeyance 

All grades 2 1978 - present 

Sub-specialties of (Electrical) and (Mechanical) desig
nated at the levels of Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class. 

1. Approved by SecNav 14 December 1972. Chief of 
Nava 1 Operations approved the mark as recommended 
by the Uniform Board 8 March 1974 

2. BuPers Notice 1440, 16 June 1978 

GUNNER'S MATE: 1st & 2nl.Class 
Chief and 3rd Class 

Armorer: 2nd Class only 
Quarter Gunner: 3rd Class only 
Seaman Gunner: 3rd Class only 

1885
1 

- present 
1893 - present 

1885 - 18931 

18852- 18931
. 

1885 - 18863 

Between 1885 and 1893, the title of Chief Gunner's Mate 
was used for the petty officer's grade of Gunner's Mate 

1st Class even though the rank of chief petty officer was not established. 
In 1893, chief petty officer ,.,as added, Armorer and Quarter Gunner were 
deleted in favor of Gunner's Mate 2nd and 3rd Class respectively. Seaman 
Gunner was reclassified from petty officer to the equivalent of Seaman 1st 
Class before the regulations approved in 1885 were published ·in 1886, and 
was therefore never entitled to a petty officer~s rating badge in the eagle 
and chevron pattern. 

Distinguishing Mar~: 19424
- 1948 

To be worn by qualified non-rated men mid-way between the wrist and elbow 
on the right sleeve. Superseded by the introduction of group rates used 
with striker marks for non-rated men in 1948. 

1. G.O. 409, 25 February 1893 3. G.O. 341, 1 January 1886 
2. Regulation Circular 41 7 8 Jan. 1885 4. BPCL 107-42, 29 July 1942 
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HOSPITAL CORPSMAN: All grades 

Apothecary: Chief 
1st Class 

1 
1948 - present 

1893
2

- 1898 
1885 - 18932 

This mark was dropped in 1898 in favor of a red Geneva 
Cross illustrated below, and was reinstated in 1948. 

Hospital Steward: Chief 18983
- 1916: 

Hospital Apprentice 1st Class: P~o. 3rd Class 1898! 1916 
Phannacist•s Mate: Chief, 1st, -2nd &'3rd Class · · 

1 1 916<4 - 1948 

Distinguishing Mark: Hospital Apprentice 18983
- 19481 

Originally each bar of the cross was to be two inches 
long by 1/3" in width. It was reduced to 1" x 1/3" in 

1900. The mark was to be worn on the left or right upper arm in place of 
a rating badge until 1912. After 1912, it was to be worn on the left 
upper arm; port and starboard watches no longer being designated by posit
ion of the rating badge. Superseded by the introduction of group rates 
used with striker marks by non-rated men in 1948. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 2i February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 

3. G.O. 493, 25 June 1898 
4. U.R. 1913, Change 8, 13 Oct. 1916· 

2. G.O. 409, 25 February 1893 5. U.R. 1899, Change 2, 5 Jan. 1900 

HULL MAI NTtNANCE T::CHfH CIAN: A 11 grades 1972 1
- present 

Formed as a combination of Damage Controlman and 
Shipfitter. 

1. U.R. 1969, Change 3, 1 January 1972 

ILLUSTRATOR DRAFTS:-~;N: Al 1 grades 
1 1961 - present 

Draftsman: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 1948 2 
- 1961 1 

Formed as a combination of Carpenter• s Mate CB ( D), · 
Electrician's Mate· CB (0) and Shipfitter CB (M). 

1. U.R. 1959, Change 1, 31October1961 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

INSTRUMENTMAN: All grades 1948
1

- present 

Special Artificer: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 
1 1944 2

- 1948 
Formed into a new rating in 1948 as a combination of 
Specialist Q(TE) (Communications) and Special Artif
icer (I), (TR) and (WR). 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
2. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943; mark approved in 

BPCL 58-44, 29 February 1944 
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INTELLIGENCE SPECIALIST: All grades 1975 1
- present 

9( Established as a combination of Photographic Intelli
gencernan and YeonlJn (Naval Intelligence Clerk) in 1974 
with the mark approved in 1975. 

1. · SecNav 1 etter, 26 July 1975 

19481
- present 

Established as a separate specialty from the.ratings 
wearing the mark of Electrician's Mate. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

JOURNALIST: All grades 19481
- present 

Formed from Specialist X (Journalist). 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

LEGALMAN: All grades 19731 
- present 

1. U.R. 1969, Change 5, 25 May 1973 

LITHOGRAPHER: All grades 19481
- present 

Formed as a combination of various Specialist P (Photo
graphy) and Printer ratings. Absorbed the rating of 
Printer in 1955. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

~ACHINERY REPAIRMAN: All grades 19481
- present 

~ 
Established as a separate specialty from the ratings 
wearing the mark of Machinist's Mate. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April "1948 

MACHINIST'S MATE: Chief, 1st & 2nd Class 
3rd Class 

19041
- present 

1944• _ present 

Machinist: Chief 
1st Class 
2nd Class 

1885 - 1893 5 
1 893 S - 1904 I 
1895 6 

- 1904 I 
18956

- 19041 

Machinist 1st Class was reclassified as Chief Machinist 
in the 1893 conversion of ratings. First Class was re

established and 2nd Class established in 1895. In 1903, the rating was 
assigned the title of Machinist's Mate with conversion to be completed by 
1 December 1904. 
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M.4CHINIST'S MATE (continued}: Other ratings wearing the specialty mark of 
the Machinist's Mate -

Boilermaker: Chief 
1st Class 
2nd Class 
3rd Class 

Established as a separate 

1885 - 18935 

19262
- 19293 

specialty with the title Boilerman 

1927:- 19488 

1893 - 19488 

1921 9 
- 19488 

19444 
- 19488 

in 1948. 

Coppersmith: 1st Class 1s93s_ 1927'0 

2nd Cl ass 191711
:.. 192710 

3rd C1ass 19262
- 192710 

Switched to the group of ratings including Blacksmith (see Shipfitter). 

Engineman: 1st & 2nd Class 191711
- 193012 

Re-established as a separate specialty in 1948. 

Motor Machinist's Mate: Chief, 1st & 2nd Class 
3rd Class 

Re-established as a separate specialty in 1942. 

Oiler: 2nd Class 
3rd Class 

18935 - 19219 

1885 - 18935 

This rating was switched to Engineman in 1921. 

Special Mechanic: Chief & 1st Class 191711
- 19219 

Hater Tender: Chief 190314
- 19488 

1st Class 1893!- 1948: 
2nd Class 1885 - 18935 1921 - 1948 
3rd Class 19444

- 19488 

. Rating badges may be found on which the specialty mark is embroidered 
upside down, that is, with the propeller having one blade pointing up 
rather than down as illustrated. These rating badges are said to be for 
Water Tender, but no evidence of official approval for such a configur
ation has been found. 

Distinguishing Mark: 192615
- 19488 

To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow of the left sleeve for 
non-rated men qualified as artificer for Machinist, Coppersmith, or 
Boilermaker. Superseded by the introduction of group rates used with 
striker marks for non-rated men in 1948. 

1. G.O. 178, 29 November 1904 
2. BNCL 14-26, 2 March 1926 
3. BuNav Manual C.L. 59-28, 15 Oct. 

1928 effective 1 July 1929 
4. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 

effective BPCL 12-44, 
15 January 1944 

5. G.O. 409, 25 February 1893 
6. G.O. 449, 20 June 1895 effect

ive 1 Ju 1 y 1895 
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7. BNCL 22-27, 8 February 1927 
8. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 

effective 2 April 1948 
9. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 

effective 1 July 1921 
10. U.R. 1922, Change 3, 29 Jan. 1927 
11. BNCL 26-17, 20 October 1917 
12. BNCL 13-30, 10 January 1930 
13. BNCL 28-26, 19 April 1926 
14. G.O. 134, 26 June 1903 
15. BNCL 44-26, 6 Augu~t 1926 
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f/ASTER AT ARMS: Chief, 2nd & 3rd Ci ass 
1st Class 

Ship's Corporal: 2nd Class 

1893
1 

- 1921
2 

1885 - 1921
2 

1885 - 1893
1 

From 1885 to 1893, Master at Arms was established as a 
first class petty officer and wore a distinctive rating 
badge consisting of three stripes forming an arc over 
the three chevrons and specialty mark, and w~th the 

eagle perched on the arc. (This rating badge was adopted for ~he newly . 
approved rank of chief petty officer in March .1893 with"' the petty officer's 
specialty ~ark replacing the Haster at Arms~ star.) Ship's Corporal wore a 
standard rating badge for petty officer 2nd class with the star as the 
specialty mark. 

Master at Arms: Master Chief, Senior Chief, 
Chief & 1st Class 19743

- present 
The ra~~ng was re-established in 1973 as a separate 
specialty with the illustrated mark approved in 1974. 

1. G.0. 409, 25 February 1893 effective 1 April 1893 
2. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921effective1 July 1921 
3. BuPers Notice 1440, 4 May 1973 effective 1 August 

1973, mark approved by .SecNav 8 March 1974 

MESS MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST: All grades 1 1975 - present 

Forwed from Steward -and Conmi ssa ryman. 

1. Nava 1 Operations Bulletin, 18 December 1974 effective 
1 January 1975 

MINEMAN: All grades 19441 
- present 

This rating was discontinued in BPCL 40-47 dated 21 Feb
ruary 1947 but reinstated in BPCL 246-47 of 15 December 
194i (corrections to BPCL 40-47). 

1. SPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 effective BPCL 58-44 
29 February 1944 

MISSILE TECHNICIAN: .All grades 
1 

1 961 - present 

Guided Missileman: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 2 1 1955 - 1961 

1. U.R. 1959, Change 1, 31 October 1961 
2. U.R. 1951, Change 1, 15 March 1955 · 
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MOLDER: Al 1 grades ' 1948 - present 

Established as a separate specialty from the group of 
ratings wearing the mark of Metalsmith {see Shipfitter). 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 _February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

MOTOR MACHINIST'S HATE: CHief, 1st & 2nd Class 
3rd Class 

1942 ' - 1948 2 

1944 3 
- 1948 2 

Established as a separate specialty from the ratings 
wearing the mark of Machfnist•s Mate in 1942. Combined 
into Engineman in 1948. 

1. BNCL 1-42 & 5-42, 13 January 1942 . 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 Apr11 1948 
3. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 effective BPCL 12-44, 

15 January 1944 

MUSICIAN: All grades 

Bandmaster: Chief 
1st Class 

Chief Musician: Petty Officer 2nd Class 
1st Musician: Petty Officer 1st Class 

' 1944 - present 

18932 
- 1944. 

1885 - 18932 

1885 - 18932 

18932
- 1944 

Distinguishing Mark: Musicians· 1st & 2nd Class 
3 4 1912 - 1926 

Qualified non-rated men 1926! 1948 
Tne distinguishing mark was to be worn in place of a rating badge between 
1912 and 1926, and mid-way between the wrist and elbow of the left sleeve 
thereafter. Superseded by the introduction of group rates used with strik
er marks by non-rated men in 1948. 

1. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 3. G.O. 230, 25 October 1912 
effective BPCL 12-44, 15 Jan. 1944 4. BNCL 44-26, 6 August 1926 

2. G.O. 409, 25 February 1893 effective 1 April 1893 

NAVY COUNSELOR: Master Chief, Senior Chief, Chief & 1st Class 
1 

1974 - present 

1. BuPers Notice 1440, 31 May 1973; mark approved 
by SecNav, 8·March 1974 

NUCLEAR WEAPONSMAN: Chfef, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 1957
1 

- 1961 2 

Transferred to Gunner's Mate {Technician). 

1. U.R. 1951, Change 4, 12 September 1957 
2. BuPers Notice 1440, 4 April 1961 
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OCEAN SYSTEMS TECHNICIAN: A 11. grades 1970 - present 

1. u~R. 1969, Change 4, 3 June 1970 

OPERATIONS SPECIALIST: All grades ' 1972 - present 

Radarman: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 19472
- 19721 

This mark was introduced in 1947 to replace the mark 
illustrated below which was the mark originally approved 
for this rating. 

Radarman: Chief 
. ··1st Class 

2nd & 3rd Class 

1944:- 1947~ 
1943 - 1947 
1942

5
- 1947

2 

1. BuPers Notice 1440, 5 October 1972 effective 1 Nov
ember 1972 

2. U.R. 1947, 2 May 1947 
3. B?CL 205-43, 12 October 1943 effective BPCL 12-44, 

15 January 1944 
4. BPCL 22-43, 26 February 1943 
5. BNCL 33-42, 24 February 1942 

OPTICALMAN: AJl grades ' 1948 - present 

Established from Special Artificer (Optical). 

1. 3PCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

PATTERNMAKER: All grades 1 1948 - present 

Established as a separate specialty from the ratings 
wearing the mark of Carpenter's Mate. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

PERSONNELMAN: All grades 1 1948 - present 

Established as a combination of some Yeoman ratings, 
Specialist C (Classification Interviewer), Spec. R 
(Recruiter), Spec. S(PS) (Personnel Supervisor -
Women's Reserve), Spec.X(PC) (Position Classifier), 
Spec. X(DI) (Discharge Interviewer), and some Spec
ialist T (Teacher) ratings. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
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PHOTOGRAPHER'S M.~TE: All grades I 1948 - present 

This mark was established to replace the one illustrated 
below. The rating was formed as a combination of Photo-. 
grapher's Mate (PhoM) and various Specialist P (Photo- · 
graphy) ratings. 

Photographer: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 19212
- 19423 

Photographer's Mate: Chief, 1st, 2nd. & 3rd Class
3 1 1942 - 1948 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
2. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921effective1 July 1921 
3. BPCL 113-42, 8 August 1942 

PHOTOGRAPHIC INTELLIGENCEMAN: All grades 1958
1

- 19752 

1. SecNav approvaJ, 10 April 1958 of changes recommended 
28 March 1958 

2 •. SecNav letter~ 26 July 1975 

PIPEFITTER: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 

Established from various ratings wearing the mark of 
... Ship.fitter/Blacksmith in 1948. Merged into Shi pfi tter 

again in 1958. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
2. BuPers Notice 1440, 18 July 1958 

POSTAL CLERK: All grades 1 1960 ... present 

Re-established as a separate specialty with this revised 
mark from the Telernan specialty. The original mark used 
with the title Mailman is illustrated below. 

Mailman: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 

Established to replace Specialist M (Mail Clerk): 
Merged into Teleman in 1948. 

1. SecNav approval, 26 April 1960 of changes recormnended 
14 April i 960 

2. BPCL 263-44, 17 September 1944 effective BPCL 363-44, 
30 November 1944 

3. BPCL 40-47, 21 February. 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

36 



r 

r 

PRINTER: Chief & 1st Class 19161 
- 1955

2 

18933
- 19552 

19214 
- 19552 

2nd Class 
3rd Class 1885 - 18933 

Merged into the Lithographer rating in 1955. 

Schoolmaster: 1st Class only 1885 - 18945 

1. U.R. 1913, Change 8, 25 October 
1916 

4. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 
effective l July 1921 

2. U.R. 1951, Change 1, 15 March 5. Included in the Navy Register of 
1 January 1894 but dropped iri the 
Register of 1 July 1894 

1955 
3. 6.0. 409 f·2s February 1893 

QUARTERMASTER: Chief & 3rd Class 
·1st & 2nd Class 

18931 
- present 

1885 - present 

During the period between 1885 and 1893, the title of 
Chief Quartermaster was used for the petty officer grade 
of Quartennaster 1st class though· the rank of chief 
petty officer had not been established. 

Distinguishing Mark: Non-rated men qualified as Signalmen 
Non-rated men qualified as striker for Quartermaster 

1912!- 19183 

1942 - 1948 

Between 1912 and 1918, the mark was to be worn on the sleeve in place of a 
rating badge. Between 1942 and 1948, the mark was to be worn between the 
wri~! and elbow of the right sleeve. Superseded by ~be introduction of 
group rates used with striker marks in 1948. ·:· · 

1. G.O. 409, 25 February 1893 
effective 1 Apri 1 1893 

2. G.o: 230, 25 October 1912 

RADIOMAN: All grades 

3. BNCL 38-18, 18 February 1918 
effective BNCL 85-18, 11 May 1918 

4. BPCL 107-42, 29 July 1942 

1921 ' - present 

Established as a separate specialty from the ratings 
wearing the mark of Electrician's Mate. 

Distinguishing Mark: Electrician (Radio) 19122
- 1921 1 

To be ~~rn one inch below the chevrons of the rating 
badge. Photographs show the mark being improperly worn · 
vertically with the points down as well as horizontally 
as ... shown. 

Seaman Radioman 
To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow of the 

right sleeve. Position of the mark was later changed in BPCt 199-44 to be 
between the shoulder and eibow of the left sleeve. 

1. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 effective 3. U.R. 1922, Change 3, 
1 July 1921 26 January 1927 

2. G.O. 230, 25 October 1912 4. BPCL 65-45, 15 March 1945 

37 



r 

RELIGIOUS PROGRAM SPECIALIST: All grades 1979 1
- present 

1. BuPers Notice 1440, 16 June 1978 effective 
15 January 1979 

SAILMAKER'S MATE: 1st Class 
2nd Class 
3rd Class 

188s - 18931 

1. G.O. 409, 25 February 1893 effective 1 April 1893 
2. BNCL 7-39, 21 February 1939 effective 31 Dec. 1939 
3. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 effective 1 July 1921 

SHIPFITTER: Chief & 3rd Class 
1st & 2nd Class 

1921~ - 1972 2 

1902 - 1972 2 

Combined with Damage Controlman into Hull Maintenance 
Technician. 

Blacksmith: 1st Class 18934
- 1936! 

2nd Class 1885 - 18934 
19176

- 1936 
3rd Class . 19267

- 19291 

Originally at the level of petty officer 2nd class, Blacksmith was elevated 
to the level of 1st class in the restructuring of petty officer rates in 
1893. The grade of 2nd class was added again in 1917 and the pay level of 
Jst class was increased. Directions were issued that all Blacksmiths 1st 
class were to be reclassified as 2nd class and required to qualify by 
examinations for promotion to 1st class. Blacksmith was merged into Metal
smith in 1936. 

Molder: Chief 19449
- 194810 

1st & 2nd Class . · 19176
- 194810 

3rd Class l9267
- 19298 1944

9
- 1948

10 

Established as a separate rating from the Shipfitter/Metalsmith group 
in 1948. 

Coppersmith: 1st & 2nd Class 192711
- 1936

5 

_..3rd Cl ass 192711
- 19291 

First and 2nd class switched to Metalsmith 1st and 2nd class in.1936. 

Metalsmith: Chief 1927 1
- 1959

12 

1st & 2nd Class 19365
- 1959n 

3rd Class . 19449
- 1959n 

Merged into Shipfitter in 1959. 

Distinguishing Mark: Non-rated men qualified as Artificer for Blacklmith 10 
or Coppersmith 1926 - 1948 

To be worn mid-way between wrist and elbow of the left sleeve. Superseded 
by use of group rates and striker marks by non-rated men introduced in 1948. 

38 



SHIPFITTER (continued): References for ratings wearing the mark of 
Shipfitter -

1. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 8. BNCL 59-28, 15 October 1928 
effective 1 July 1921 effective 1 July 1929 

2. U.R. 1969, Change 3, 1972 9. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 
3. G.O. 102, 6 August 1902 effective BPCL 12-44, 15 Jan. 
4. G.O. 409, 25 February 1893 1944 

effective 1 April 1893 10. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 
5. BNCL 39-36, 13 October 1936 effective 1 Aprfl 1948 
6. G.O. 333, 20 October 1917 11. BNCL 22-27, 8 .. February 1927 
7. BNCL 14-26, 2 March 1926 12. U.R. 1959, 20 March 1959 

13. BNCL 44-26, 6 August 1926 

SHIP'S COOK: 2nd Class 1885 - 1893' 

Baker: 1st Class 

This mark was included in the uniform regulations of 
1885 and 1893 but was not shown in any later regulations. 
General Order 409 of 25 February 1893 established pay of 
Ship's Cook 1st and 2nd class equal to petty officers 
2nd and 3rd class respectively, but not to be classed as 
petty officers. The mark illustrated below was first 
illustrated for petty officers in.the orders of 1908. 

Although found facing both ways on rating badges, this 
mark is illustrated in regulations with the convex side 
to the viewer's right as shown here 

1st & 2nd Class 
3rd Class 

19082
- 19483 

1921 4
- 19483 

: 2nd & 3rd Cl ass 
1908!- 19483 

1921 - 1948~ 
Combined with Ship's Cook to fonn Conmissaryman in 1948. 

Steward: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class . 19445
- 19636 

The tenn "Officer's" was dropped from "Officer's Stewards and Cooks" in 
1943 and Stewards were given petty officer rating badges. The latter 
mark was retained for Stewards after 1948 until a new mark was approved 
in 1963 (see Steward). 

Distingu;shing Mark: Ship's Cook, 3rd & 4th Class 
Baker, 2nd Class 
Officer's Stewards and Cooks 

1908
2 

- 192~: 
19082

- 1921 
19214

- 1924~ 

To be worn on the left arm in place of a rating badge. Beginning in 1924, 
Officer's Stewards and Cooks wore the crescent mark above horizontal bars 
designating grade (see Distinguishing Marks, page 67). 
1. G.O. 409, 25 February 1893 effect- 5. BPCL 182-44, 29 June 1944 · 

ive 1 April 1893 ·· 6. Chief of Naval Operations approval 
2. Order of 3 December 1908 of Unifom Board recommendations 
3. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 of 21 May 1963 

effective 2 April 1948 7. U.R. 1922, Change 1, 10 November 
4. U.R. 1913, Change 32, 13 June 1924 

1921 effective 1 July 1921 
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SHIP'S SERVICEMAN: All grades 1 1944 - present 

1. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 effective BPCL 58-44, 
29 February 1944 

SIGNALMAN: Chief, 1st, 2nd &_3rd Class 1 2 3 
1921 - 1948 . 1957 - present 

Established as a separate specialty fr0m the ratings 
wearing the mark of Quartermaster in 1921 and returned 
to the Quartermaster ratings in 1948. Re-established 
as a separate rating in 1957. 

Distinguishing Mark: Quartermasters qua_li fied as 
4 1 Signalmen 1918 - 1921 

. . ·· Seaman Si gna 1 man 19275 
- .19456 

To be worn on the right sleeve below the rating badge by 
Quartennaster petty officers qualified as Signalmen prior to the establish
ment of Signalman as a separate specialty in 1921. Between 1918 and 1927, 
non-rated men qualified as Signalmen wore the mark above one, two or three 
horizontal bars designating class (see Distinguishing Marks, page 70). 

· From 1927 to 1945, the mark without bars was worn by non-rated men qualified· 
as Signalmen mid-way between the wrist and elbow of the right sleeve. 

1. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 effective 
1 July 1921 ... 

2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 ef-
fective 2 April 1948 

3. U.R. 1951, Change 3, 14 March 1957 

SONAR TECHNICIAN: All grades 

4. BNCL 85-18, 11 May 1918 
5. U.R. 1922, Change 31 26 Jan

uary 1927 
6. BPCL 65-45, 15 March ·1945 

I 
1964 - present 

Sonannan: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 
Soundman: 1st Class 

19442
- 19641 

1943!- 1944 ! 
1942 - 1944 2nd & 3rd Class 

The original copy of BPCL 205-43 used the title Soundman 
in conjunction with this mark. Corrected copies of the 
circular letter used the title Sonarman which continued 

in use until 1964. Rating badges exist with the arrow in the mark p0inting 
both to the re~der's left and right, but uniform regulations of 1947 spec- . 
ify that the arrow is to point to the wearer's front, that is to the read
er's left when looking a~ the rating badge as the mark is illustrated here. 

Distinguishing Mark: Sonar Operator 1949s_ 19706 

To be worn mid-way between the shoulder and elbow of the right sleeve with 
the arrow pointing to the wearer's front (the reader's right, opposite from 
that illustrated). 

1. SecNav approval, 15 July 1964 
2. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 ef

fective BPCL 12-44, 15 Jan. 1944 
3. BPCL 22-43, 26 February 1943 
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STEELWORKER: All grades 1 1948 - present 

Established from various Shipfitter (CB) specialties. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

STEWARD: All grades 19631 
- 19752 

This mark was established in 1963 as a replacenent for the 
crescent mark previously used for Stewards; Ship's Cooks 
and Bakers (see Shfp's Cook). Merged with Comrnissaryman 
into Mess Management Specialist. 

1. Chief of Naval Operations approva.1 of Uniform Board 
recomnendations, 21 May 1963 

2. Naval Operations Bulletin, 18 December 1974 effect
ive 1 January 1975 

STOREKEEPER: All grades 1 
1916 - present 

Yeoman: Chief 
lst Class 

Captain of the Hold: 3rd Class 

18932
- 19162 

1885 - 18932 
1885 - 1893 

This mark was originally designated for Yeoman who served 
·a·function which was basically that of a storekeeper. 
When the mark was assigned the title Storekeeper in 1916, 

the mark then in use for Yeoman 1st, 2nd and 3rd Class, and formerly used 
for Ship's Writer was also assigned for Chief Yeoman (see Yeoman). 

Distinguishing Mark: Non-rated men qualified as striker for Storekeeper 
19423

- 1948 
To be worn on the left sleeve, mid-way between the wrist and elbow. 
Superseded by the introduction of group rates used with striker marks 
by non-rated men in 1948. 

1. U.R. 1913, Change 8, 13 October 2. G.O. 409, 24 February 1893 
1916 eff~ctive 1 April 1893 

3. BPCL 107-42, 29 July 1942 

-TELEMAN: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Cla-~s 19481
- 19562 

• 

Established' as a combination of Mailman, some Radioman 
ratings and some Specialist Q (Comnunications) ratings. 
Merged into Yeoman and Radioman in 1956. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
2. BuPers Notice 1223, 1 August 1956 and BuPers 

Instruction 1440.20, 31 December 1956 effective 
30 June 1962 
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TORPEOOMAN' S MATE: All grades ' 1942 - present 

... ~. Torpedoman: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 1921 2
- 1942 1 

. ~~ ,. 
Established as a separate specialty from Gunner's Mate. 
While Torpedoman's Mate was a right arm rating until 
1948, worn with the nose of the torpedo to the wearer's 
front (the reader's right), Torpedoman's Mate (V) . 
(Aviation) was a left arm rating and would be worn with 
the torpedo pointed in the oppo_site ~irection~ ·-=-

Oi stinguishing Mark: Gunner's Mates qualified as Torpedomen 19123
- 1921 2 

Non~rated men qualified as striker for Torpedoman 19294
- 1948 

To be worn one inch below the chevrons of the rating badge from 1912 to 
1921. For non-rated men qualified with torpedos after 1929, worn mid-way 
between the wrist and elbow of the right sleeve. 

1. BPCL 113-42, 8 August 1942 .·. 3. G.O. 230, 25 October 1912 
2. BNCL 9-21, 24 March 1921 effect 4. U.R. 1922, Change 6, 1 May 1929 

ive 1 July 1921 

TRADEVMAN (Training Devices Man): All grades 19481
- present 

Established as a combination of Specialist G (Aviation 
Free Gunnery Instructor) and Specialist T (Link 
Trainer Instructor). 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

TURRET CAPTAIN: Chief & 1st Class 

···.-

Merged into Gunner's Mate in 1948. Rating badges are 
found with the turret faced in both directions~ It 
should always be faced to the wearer's front, whi.ch 
would have been to the reader's right from 1912 on 
since Turret Captain was a right arm rating. 

1. G.O. 137, 25 July 1903 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

UNDERWATER MECHANIC: Chief, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Class 1948
1

- 19482 

Established from diving details of World War II and 
deleted soon afterward in favor of the Exclusive 
Emergency Service Rating ESM (Underwater Mechanic). 
It is doubtful, due to its short duration that any 
assignments were made to this rating while the mark 
was active (see Specialist M, page 47). 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 
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UTILITIESMAN: All grades 1 1948 - present 

YEOMAN: Chief 

Established from Water Tender {CB) as a separate specialty 
from the ratings wearing the mark of Machinist's Mate. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

1st, ~nd & 3rd Class 

Ship's Writer: 1st Class 
2nd & 3rd Class 

1 1916
2 

- present 
1896 - present 

18853- 1896! 
1894 - 1896 

Distinguishing Mark: Non-rated men qualified as 
4 striker for Yeoman · 1942 - 1948 

To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow of the 
left sleeve. Superseded by the introduction of group rates used with 
striker marks by non-rated men in 1948. 

1. U.R. 1913, Change 8, 13 October 
1916 

2. G.O. 467, 19 September 1896 
effective 1 October 1896 
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PART 4 

SPECIALTY MARKS - LETTERS 
THE ~PECIALIST RATINGS 

The rating of Specialist was created at all four petty officer grades just 
prior to World War II because of the needs for several special skills. The 
peace-time rating structure did not provide for all of the functions needed 
to accomodate the rapid expansion on the Navy then taking place. The basic 
rating of Specialist was recommended to the Secretary of the Navy in a letter 
dated 21 November 1941 from the Chief of the Bureau of Havi ga tion. The 
letter was endorsed ~Y the Secretary indicating approval, though the endorse
ment was undated, leaving open to question the exact date on which the· rat
ing's establishment was approved. 

Circular Letter 5-42 of 13 January 1942 conveyed the first four of the letter 
designators indicating specialties, marking the beginning of the lettered 
rating badges which survived in use for over twenty years. Sub-specia 1 ties 
were introduced as required throughout the war. 

With the post-war revision of ratings in 1948, Specialists who were members 
of the Naval Reserve were assigned to an equivalent Emergency Service Rat
ing when one e~iste·cf, otherwise they were assigned to appropriate Exclusive 
Emergency Service Ratings which continued the use of the letter designators 
such as ESA (Airship Rigger). Exclusive Emergency Service Ratings were to 

. be activated in time of national emergency and for only those ratings need
ed. In the conversion of ratings between 1957 and 1964, Exclusive Emergency 
Service Ratings were reclassified as Emergency Ratings. 

These ratings were abolished between· 1961 and 1965, with the exception of 
ESK (Telecomnunications Censorship Technician) from 1957 to 1972, then 
retitled Information Security Specialist from 1972 to 1974. ESK was the 
last of the lettered ratings developed during World War II to be used by 
the U. S. Navy. 

Since the basic rating of Specialist was established at all petty officer 
levels, grades applicable for each specific rating will not be listed here. 
Instead, after each letter designator, the various rating titles assigned to 
that letter will be listed, together with the appropriate dates and refer
ences where they have been determined. 
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ATHLETIC INSTRUCTOR 19421 

- 19442 

PHYSICAL TRAINING INSTRUCTOR 1944 
2 

- 19483 

Changed to ESE. 

AIRSHIP RIGGER 19483 
- 19554 

Transferred to Aviation Boatswain' 
(Airship Rigger). 

Mate (-A) 

AIRCRAFT CARBURATOR MECHANIC 19565 
- 19596 

1. BNCL 5-42, 13 January 1942 4. BuPers Notice 1440, 3 August 1955 
2. BuPers Manual Change Letter 28-44, 5. BuPers Notice 1223 1 30 January 1956 

28 April 1944 6. BuPers Letter, 21 September 1959 
3. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 approved by SecNav 22 December 1959 

effective 2 April 1948 

. -

MASTER AT ARMS {SHORE) 
Established from Boatswain's Mate (M). 

STEVEDORE 
Transferred to Boatswain's Mate • 

1. BPCL.40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
2. BuPers Notice 1440, 1 October 1953 effective 

1 July 1954 
3. BuPers Instruction 1440.23, 11 June 1958 
4. BuPers Notice 1440, 7 May 1965 effective 1 June 1965 

CLASSIFICATION 1942 - 19422 

To Specialist T (Teacher, Selection Office 
Interviewer). 

CLASSIFICATION INTERVIEWER 19433
- 19484 

From Specialist T (Teacher. Selection Office 
-· Interviewer). Merged into Personnel man. 

CHAPLAIN'S ASSISTANT 
Transferred to Yeoman. 

1. Bureau of Naval Personnel Manual, 
1 October .1942 

4. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 

2. Naval Recruiting C.L. 127-42, 
20 November 1942 

3. BuPers Enlistment n~x. 10 Feb
ruary 1943 
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5. BuPers Notice 1440, 3 November 1954 
6. BuPers Notice 1440, 7 May 1965 

effective 1 June 1965 
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RECREATION AND WELFARE ASSISTANT 19451
- 19482 

To Exclusive Emergency Service Rating ESW. 

MOTION PICTURE SERVICE (BOOKER) 19451
- 19482 

To Exclusive Emergency Service Rating ESU. 

PHYSICAL TRAINING INSTRUCTOR 
From Specialist A. 

19482 
- 19653 

1. BPCL 194-45, 4 July 1945 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 

effective 2 April 1948 

3. BuPers Notice 1440, 7 May ~965 
effective 1 June 1965 

FIRE FIGHTER 19441 
- 19652 

Merg~d into Damage Controlma.n. 

1. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 effective 15 Jan. 1944 
2. BuPers Notice 1440, 7 May 1965 effective 1 June 1965 

GUNNERY INSTRUCTOR 19421
- 19432 

also: GUNNERY INSTRUCTOR (SKEET SHOOTER) 
SPE~IAL GUNNERY INSTRUCTOR (AVIATION) 

AVIATION·FREE GUNNERY INSTRUCTOR 

ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNNERY INSTRUCTOR 
All merged into Tradevman. 

19432
- 194841 

19443
- 1948 .. 

1. Chief, BuPers memorandum to 
Recruiting Div., 4 February 1942 

2. ·BPCL 230-43, 10 November 1943 

3. Chief, BuPers letter, 25 May 1944 
4. BPCL 40-47, 21 .February 1947 

effective 2 April 1948 

HARBOR DEFENSE SONARMAN 
Merged into Sonar Technician. 

1. BuPers Notice 1440, 20 March 1959 
2. BuPers Notice 1440, 7 May 1965 effective 1 June 1965 

. 
I. B. M. OPERATOR 19421 

- 19422 
• 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINE . (IBM) OPERATOR 
2 3 

1942 - 1943 

PUNCHED CARD ACCOUNTING MACHINE OPERATOR 19433
- 19484 

also: ELECTRIC ACCOUNTING MACHINE OPERATOR 
TABULATING MACHINE OPERATOR 

Merged into Machine Accountant. 

INSTRUCTOR (MISCELLANEOUS} 19484
- 19655 

From parts of Specialist T ratings. Merged into 
Boatswain's Mate. 
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SPECIALIST I (continued): References for ratings wearing the mark of 
Specia 1 ist I -

1. BNCL 5-42, 13 January 1942 
2. BuPers Manual Change Letter 16-42, 

18 September 1942 
3. BPCL 241-43, 19 November 1943 

4. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 

5. BuPers Notice 1440, 7 May 1965 
effective 1 June 1965 

CHEMICAL WARFAREMAN l9481
- 19552 

Merged into Damage Controlman (A)(ABC Defenseman). 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENSORSHIP TECHNICIAN 

INFORMATION SECURITY SPECIALIST 

19573 
- 19724 

19724 
- 19745 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 

2. Qua 1 i fi cations for Advancement in 
Rating Manual, September 1952 
updated to 17 May 1955 

3. Qualifications for Advancement in 
Rating Manual, Septemb~r 1952, 
Change lO, 29 November 1957 approv
ed by SecNav 10 December 1957 

4. BuPers Notice 1440, 17 March 1972 
5. BuPers letter, 16 July 1974 con- · 

veying SecNav approval of 3 July 1974 

MAIL CLERK 
also: FLEET MAIL CLERK (POSTAL EMPLOYEE) 

Replaced by rating of Mailman. 

UNDERWATER MECHANIC· 

1 942 1 
- 1944 2 

19483 
- 1965~ 

1. Chief, BuPers memorandum to Recruiting Div., 4 May 1942 
2. BPCL 263-44, 14 September 1944 
3. BPCL 106-48, 9 June 1948 
4. BuPers Notice 1440, 7 May 1965 effective 1 June 1965 

INSPECTOR OF NAVAL MATERIAL 
also: ORDNANCE INSPECTOR 

INSPECTOR OF AVIATION MATERIAL 
ENGINEERING INSPECTOR 
PETROLEUM TECHNICIAN 

19421 
- 19482 

Transferred to Exclusive Emergency Service Rating ESX • 
. • 

1. Chief, BuPers memorandum to Recruiting Div., 4 May 1942 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
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"MARCH OF TIME" PHOTOGRAPHER 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

1942 1
- 19422 

19422
- 19443 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SPECIALIST 19443
- 19484

• 

also: MOTION PICTURE TECHNICIAN 
LABORATORY 
PHOTOGAMMETRY 
V-MAIL 

Most of the specialists in tl!is rati_ng were ch~nged ·.-: 
-to Photographer's Mate. Aviation Photographer's Mate 
and Lithographer ratings~ 

PHOTOGAMMETRY ASSISTANT 19484
- 19605

. 

1. BNCL 5-42, 13 January 1942 
2. Correspondence from Chief, BuNav 

to Chief, BuAer, 20 February 1942 

4. BPC~ 40-47, 21 February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 

5. ·BuPers Notice 1440, 31March1960 
3. BuPers Manual Change Letter-28-44, 

28 April 1944 

COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY 

COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST 19432
- 19463 

• 

a 1 so : CRYPTANALYST 1 943 
RADIO INTELLIGENCE 1943 
TECHNICIAN 1943 
CRYPTOLOGIST 1943 
REGISTERED PUBLICATIONS CLERK 1944 

CRYPTOGRAPHER 19463
- 1948 4 

Merged into Conununications Technician. 

1. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 
2. BPCL 251-43, 27 November 1943 / 
3. NavPers 15642, 8 March 1946 ,I 

4. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 

.'· 

RECRUITER 1942 1
- 19482 

Merged into Personnelman. 

TRANSPORTATIONMAN 19482
- 19653 

From Specialist X. Transferred to Storekeeper 
and Disbursing Clerk. 

1. Chief, BuPers letter, 25 June 1942 2. BPCL 40-47. 21 February 1947 
and BuPers Manual Change Letter effective 2 April 1948 
16-42, 18 September 1942 3. BuPers Notice 1440, ~May 1965 

effective 1 June 1965 
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EHTERTAI NER 

SHORE PATROL 

1 942 1 
- 1 942 2 

19422 
- 19433 

SHORE PATROL AND SECURITY 19433
- 19486 

Chan9ed to Exclusive Emergency Service Rating 
ESS (Shore Patrolman). 

SPECIALIST_S {V-10) - MASTER AT ARMS {WAVE) 19434
- 19435 

PERSONNEL SUPERVISOR (V-10) ·19435 
- 19486

. 

Merged into Personnelman. 

SHORE PATROLMAN 

1. BNCL 5-42, 13 January 1942 and 
Chief, BuPers letter, 25 June 1942 

5. Chief, BuPers letter, 25 Nov
ember 1943 · 

2. Recruiting C.L. 112-42, 5 Sep
tember 1942 

6. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 

3. BPCL 257-43, 1 December 1943 
4. Chief, BuPers letter, 12 Feb. 1943 

7. BuPers Notice 1440, 1 October 1953 
effective 1 July 1954 

TEACHER 1 9421 
- 1948 2 

also: SERVICE SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR 
IHSTRUCTOR 
RECRUIT INSTRUCTOR . 

Transferred to Personnelman and Exclusive Emergency 
Service Rating ESI {Instructor - Miscellaneous). 

1. Naval Reserve Multiple Address letter 10-42, 
27 January 1942 

2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1-947 effective 2 April 1948 

There were numerous classifications of Specialist T, each occupied with a 
particular training function. These, with dates and references where avail-
able are listed below. · 

TEACHER (DRAFTSMAN) 
To Specialist X {Engineering Draftsman). 
1. Chief, BuPers letter to Chief, BuAer, 29 July 1943 
2. Chief, BuPers letter, 19 April 1944 

TEACHER (FIREFIGHTER) 
also: FIRE FIGHTING INSTRUCTOR and FIRE FIGHTER INSTRUCTOR 

To Specialist F. 
1. Chief, BuPers letter, 23 October 1942 
2. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 

·. TEACHER (RECOGNITION ) 
To Personnelman and Exclusive Emergency Service Rating ESI. 
1. Chief, BuPers letter, 30 December 1943 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
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SPECIALIST T (continued): 

TEACHER (JAM HANDY INSTRUCTOR, V-10) · 1943 1
- 19442 

WAVE {V-10) instructors for synthetic training devices in aerial 
gunnery. Changed to Specialist G (Aviation Free Gunnery Instructor, 
V-10). 
1. Chief, BuPers letter, 18 March 1943 
2. Chief, BuPers letter, 19 April 1944 

TEACHER (SELECTION OFFICE INTERVIEWER) . 19421
- 19432 

Transferred from Specialist C (Classification) and returned to 
Specialist C {Classification Interviewer).· 
1. Naval Recruiting Circular Letter 127-42, 20 November 1942 
2. BuPers Enlistment TWX, 10 February 1943 

TEACHER (CONTROL TOWER OPERATOR, V-10) 19431
- 19432 

To Specialist Y (Control Tower Operator). 
1. Chief, BuPers letter to Chief, BuAer, 16 March 1943 
2. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 194~. 

TEACHER {ILLITERACY PROGRAM) 19441
- 19482 

To Personnelman and Exclusive Emergency Service Rating ESI. 
1. Chief, BuPers letter, 27 July 1944 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

TEACHER (LINK TRAINER INSTRUCTOR) 19431
- 1948 2 

also: LINK CELESTIAL NAVIGATION TRAINER INSTRUCTOR 
To Tradevman (Training Devices Man). · 
1. Chief, BuPers letter, 16 March 1943 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

TEACHER (MK. 1 MACHINE GUN TRAINER) 1942 - 19441 

· To Special Artificer 0 {MG). A letter from Headquarters of the Comnander 
in Chief, U. S. Fleet dated 11 October 1943 confirms the existance· of 
this rating. The closest reference to establishing the rating's inception 
date is in the reference for the closing date. This reference conveys 
instructions for four Specialists T and includes their active duty dates 
at their then present rating, one of which was 30 November 1942. 
1. Letter from Officer in Charge, Mark 1 Training School, Lexington,· 

Mass. reconmending change in rating, 27 January 1944, approved by 
Chief, BuPers, 17 February 1944 

TEACHER (PIGEON TRAINER) ??? ~ 19431 

To Specialist X (Pigeon Trainer). A letter from Chief, Bureau of 
Personnel to~the Comnanding Officer, Naval Air Station, Tillamook, 
Oregon included the statement that" ••• no specialty rating for men 
assigned as pigeon attendants, two Seamen involved should strike for 
regular rating." This letter was dated 5 July 1943. No reference to 
the date of origin for Specialist T (Pigeon Trainer) has been found, 
and the letter quoted may indicate that it was never officially approved. 
1. BPCL 251-43, 27 November 1943 · · 

so 
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TEACHER (VISUAL TRAINING AIDS) 19431 
- 1944 2 

To Specialist X (Visual Training Aids). 
1. Chief, BuPers letter, 6 September 1943 
2. Chief, BuPers letter, 19 April 1944 

TEACHER (TOPOGRAPHIC DRAFTSMAN) . . ??? - 19441 

To Specialist X (To~graphic Draftsman). No reference has been 
located to establish date of origin. 
1. Chief, BuPers letter, 19 April 1944 

TRANSPORTATION AIRMAN 19481
- 19572 

From Specialist V. Upon disestablishment, Reservists 
holding this rating were· permitted three years to 
qualify for another rating. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 
2. BuPers Instruction 1440.11, 12 February 1954 

UTILITY (V~lO STEWARDESS} 19431
- 19432 

UTILITY {V-10) 1943~- 19483 

Although the rating of Specialist U was abolished by 
directive.on 17 April 1944, the Chief of Naval Per
sonnel permitted some WAVEs to retain this rating. 
There were WAVEs holding the rating as late as 
1 October 1945. The rating was merged into Person
nelman in the 1948 conv~rsion·of ratings. 

BOOKER (MOTION PICTURE SERVICE) 
From Specialist E. 

1. Chief, BuPers letter, 24 May 1943 4. BuPers Notice 1440, 7 May 1965 
2. BPCL 126-43, 10 July 1943 effective 1 June 1965 
3. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effect

; ve 2 April 1948 

TRANSPORT AIRMAN 1942 1
- 19482 

Combined by sub-specialties into Air Controlman, 
Aviation Machinist's Mate, Aviation Storekeeper, 
and Exclusive Emergency Service Rating EST (Trans-
.portation Airman). 

AVIATION PILOT 
Chief, 1st and 2nd Class only. 

1. BNCL 65-42, 28 April 1942 
2 •. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 

.effective 2 April 1948 

51 

3. BuPers Notice 1440, 29 December 
1961 effective 1 March 1962 



. r ' 

r · 
\ 
t · 

·1 
: 
~ 

r 
' .,,. 

WELFARE (CHAPLAIN Is ASSISTANT) 19421 
- 19462 

also: WELFARE (FOR DUTY WITH CHAPLAINS) 
WELFARE DUTY WITH CHAPLAINS 
ASSISTANT TO THE OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN 

Merged into Personnelman. 

WELFARE AND RECREATION LEADER 
From Specialist E. 

1. Chief, BuPers memorandum to 
Recruiting Div., 4 May 1942 

3. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 
effective 2 April 1948 · 

2. NavPers 15642, 8 March 1946 4. BuPers Notice 1440, 7 May 1965 
effective 1 June 1965 

SPECIALIST (NOT ELSEWHERE CLASSIFIED) 

SPECIALIST 

19431
- 19489 

1948
9 

- 196110 

Numerous jobs were assigned the rating of Specialist X 
and, after the post-war conversion of ratings, Exclusive 
Emergency Service Rating ESX. These titles are listed 
below with the appropriate dates.and references where 
ava i1 able. 

AIR STATIONS OPERATIONS DESK - TIME SHACK 
To Air Controlman. 

ARCHIVIST 

ARMED SERVICE RADIO SERVICE AND SPECIAL NAVY RADIO UNITS 
To ESX (Radio Broadcasting Technician). 

ARTIST 

BALLISTICS 
To ESX (Ballistics Test Analyst). 

BOMBING TRAINER rnsTRUCTOR (V-10) 
Reference for date of discontinuation not found. 

CABLE CENSOR 
· To ESK (Tel ecolilllunications Censorship Technician). 

Reference for date of discontinuation not found. 

CARTOGRAPHER 
To Ora ftsman. 

CRYSTAL GRINDER 

DISCHARGE INTERVIEWER 
To Personnelman. 

ENGINEERING DRAFTSMAN 
To Draftsman. 
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19457 
- 196110 

1945
6 

- 19489 

1948· - 1961 10 

l 9457 
- 1961 10 

1945
7 

- 1948
9 

1 948 - 1961 10 

19451 
- 1946 ( ?) 

19457
- ·1957 (?) 

19457 
- 196110 

19457 
- 19489 



SPECIALIST X {continued): 

r FINGERPRINT EXPERT 1945
7 

- 1961'° 

GAGE SPEC I ALI ST 1945 
7 

- 1961
10 

INTELLIGENCE DUTIES 19444 
- 19489 

To ESX (Naval Intelligence Specialist). 1948 - 1961 10 

INTERPRETER 1.945
7 

- 19489 . -: 
To ESX ([inguist}. . 1948 - 196110 

JOURNALIST 19457 
- 19489 

To Journalist (General Service Rating). 

KEY PUNCH OPERATOR AND SUPERVISOR 19443 
- 1948

9 

To Machine Accountant. 

NAVAL CORRESPONDENT 1945
5

- 1948
9 

To Journalist (General Service Rating). 

OPERATIONS - PLOTTING AND CHARTWORK 1943
2 

- 1948
9 

To ESX (Chart Clerk) 1948 - 1961 10 

and to Air Controlman. i 
! 

PASSENGER TRANSPORTATION 1945
7 

- 1948
9 j 

I 

r To ESR {Transportationman). I 
1943

2
- 1961

10 
. ! 

PIGEON TRAINER 

PLASTICS EXPERT 1943 2 - 1961 10 

POSITION-CLASSIFIER 1945 7 
- 1948 9 

· To Personnelman. 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 1945
7 

- 1948
9 

To Journa 1 is t {Genera 1 Service Rating}. 

RESEARCH LABORATORY 1945
7

- 1948
9 

To ESX (Laboratory Technician). 1948 - 1961 10 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 19457 
- 1948~ 

To ESX (Ordnance Projects Technic~an). 1948 - 1961 10 

STRATEGIC SERVICES 1945
7

- 1948
9 

To ESX {Special Projects, O.S.S.). 1948 - 1961 10 

TELEPHONE SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR ANO SUPERVISOR 19432
- 1948

9 

To ESX {Switchboard Operator). 1948 - 1961 10 

TOPOGRAPHIC DRAFTSMAN 1943 2
- 1948

9 

To Ora ftsman. r 
I .,, 
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SPECIALIST X (continued): 

VISUAL TRAINING AIDS 
To ESX {Model Maker). 

AGRICULTURE WORKER 

EXCAVATION FOREMAN 
From Carpenter's Mate (CB)(E). 

FISHERMAN 

INSPECTOR··OF NAVAL MATERIAL 
From Specialist 0. 

LIBRARIAN 

MOTION PICTURE TECHNICIAN 
From Specialist P. 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTION MAN 

POW DERMAN 
From Gunner's Mate (CB)(P). 

1. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 
2. BPCL 251-43, 27 November 1943 

. •. 3. Chief, BuPers letters, 19 April 
and 22 May 1944 

4. B?CL 206-44, 15 July 1944 
5. BPCL 106-45, 14 April .1945 

19432 
- 19489 

1948 - 1961 10 

19489
- ??? 

19489
- ??? 

19489
- . ??? 

19489 
- ??? 

19489 
- ?11 

19489 
- 1961 10 

19489 
- ??? 

19489 
- ??? 

6. BPCL 194-45, 4 July 1945 
7. BuPers Manual, Change 8, 

11 August 1945 
8. BPCL 287-45, 1 October 1945 
9. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 

effective 2 April 1948 
l 0. Order of SecNav, 10 January 1961 

CONTROL TOHER OPERATOR 1943 1 
- 1948 2 

Merged into Air Controlman. 

1. BPCL 205-43, 12 October 1943 
2. BPCL 40-47, 21 February 1947 effective 2 April 1948 

54 



r 

r 
' / 

In addition to the letter ratings described on the preceding pages, the 
U. S. Coast Guard designated two other letters not used by the Navy, and 
four double letter ratings. These six marks are shown below. The dates 
and references are neither complete nor conclusive since these ratings, 
being Coast Guard, are outside the scope of this study. They have been 
included here for the benefit of collectors and others with a special 
interest in rates and ratings, so as to give some reference relative .to 
the Specialist ratings of the U. S. Navy. The assistance of Lt. Commander 
George Wildes, Coast Guardsman.and collector, with the information on 
these Coast Guard ratings is greatly appreciated. 

.. 
DOG - HORSE HANDLER 19431

- 1951 (?) 
Referred to in some documents as Dog Patrol • 
Reference for discontinuation date is not· 
identified. 

1. U.S.C.G. supplement to U.S. Navy uniform regulations 
of 1941, 2 January 1943 

TANKER LOADING INSPECTOR 1957 1
- ??? 

Reference for discontinuation date not identified. 

1. U.S.C.G. Amendment 15 to U.S.N. uniform regulations 
of 1951, 24 June 1957 

CHEMICAL WARFAREMAN 1943 1
- ??? 

Reference for discontinuation date not identified. 

1. Change to U.S.C.G. supplement (U.S.N. uniform reg
ulations of 1941 ) , May 1943 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 1943 1
- ??? 

Reference for discontinuation date not identified. 

1. Change to U.S.C.G. supplement (U.S.N. uniform reg
ulations of 1941), 12 July 1943 

PARACHUTE RIGGER ? ? ? 
This mark has been referred to by this title. Official 
references or dates of use have not been identified. 

PORT SECURITY PATROLMAN 1943 - ??? 
Neither source for establishment date nor reference 
for discontinuation have been identified. 

TRANSPORTATIONMAN 1943 - ??? 
Neither source for establishment date nor reference 
for discontinuation have been identified. 

55 

f. 
l 
f 

I 
• 



r 

r 
I, 

PART 5 

DISTINGUISHING MARKS 

The term "distinguishing marks" was introduced in the unifonn regulations of 
1905. Pr1or to that time, they were listed in ·the regulations simply as 
nmarks." The uniform regulations of 1922 defined distinguishing marks as 
11 
••• sleeve markings for men who have met certain qua.lifications addition

al to those required for their rating, or.who are members of a crew that has 
attained a special merit in certain prescribed competitions." 

The manner Of wearing each distinguishing mark is included below as prescrib
ed prior to 1948. Change 1 to the uniform regulations of 1947 (24 February 
1948) specified that all distinguishing marks were to be worn on the right 
sleeve, mid-way between the shoulder and the elbow. This is the same change 
which directed that all rating badges were to .be worn on the left sleeve. 
Distinguishing marks were abolished with the uniform revision of 1 July 1975, 
in some cases being replaced with a badge to represent special qualificat
ions. 

In 1898, the Geneva cross specialty mark of the Hospital Steward was desig
nated as the Hospital Apprentice Mark; the first instance of a specialty mark 
also being used as a distinguishing mark. General Order 230 of 25 October 
1912 added several other specialty marks for use as distinguishing marks for 
qualified non-rated men. These were listed with distinguishing marks in the 
uniform regulations of 1913, and with the specialty marks in the uniform 
regulations of 1922 for wear"• •. without rating badges fo certain ••• 
nonpetty officer ratings." The uniform regulations of 1941 included under 
distinguishing marks a sub-paragraph entitled "Nonrated men" which listed 
several specialty marks which could be worn by men 11 

••• who have success
fully completed a full course of instruction at a regularly established 
service schoo 1 on shore • • . • " or who had passed an examination for petty 
officer 3rd class in specific specialties but had not yet been selected for 
pf'9motion, called strikers for the rating. Specialty marks which have been 
used as distinguishing marks have been included.in Part 3 with each appM?P
riate specialty mark and will not be repeated in this section. 

The manner of wearing specialty marks as distinguishing marks was also includ
ed in th~ descriptions in Part 3 as they were originally approved. The uniform 
regulations of 1941, however, specified that these marks be worn mid-way be
tween the wrist and elbow on the right sleeve for men of the seaman branch, and 
on the left sleeve for others. Bureau of Personnel Circular Letter 194-44 
dated 15 July 1944 changed the position of specialty marks worn by qualified 
non-rated men to mid-way between the shoulder and elbow on the right or left 
sleeve for men of the seaman branch and all others respectively. 

The use of specialty marks as distinguishing marks was completely changed with 
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the introduction of group rate marks in 1948, and the use of these marks 
as striker marks worn above the stripes of the group rate mark for qualified 
enlisted personnel of the fifth and sixth pay groups. 

AIRCRAFT GUNNER 

.. • 

1949 1- 1961 2 

1. Recommended by Uniform Board 10 January 1949, 
·approved by SecNav 28 January 1949· 

2. U.R. 1959, Change 1, 13 October 1961 

1948 1 
- 1958 2 

Aircraft Machine Gunner, Second Class 19463
- 19481 

Air Gunner 1943~- 1946 3 

Worn mid-way between the shoulder and elbow on the 
left sleeve for men of the seaman branch, and the 
right sleeve for all others. This mark was orig
inally worn with the.machine gun slanted at an 
angle of 60°. The position was changed to verti
cal in 1946 when Aircraft Machine Gunner, First 
Class was authorized. This was done to accomodate 
the placement of a ~11 star (one ray pointing up) 
above the muzzle of the machine gun. A telegram 

·from the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts dated 11 April 1947 advised that 
production of the mark for First Class be held because the Chief of Naval 
Operations was anticipating abolish°ing the mark. This telegram, and the 
actual elimination of First Class in 1948, indicate the probability that 
the mark was not produced in quantity, and never actually issued or worn • 

. 
1. BPCL 210-48, 2 November 1948. 3. BuPers Letter 329, 30 July 1946 
2. U.R. 1951, Change 5, 10 April 1958 4. BPCL 18-43, 20 February 1943 

AIRCREWMAN 

AIRSHIP INSIGNIA 

1. BuPers Note 1020, 14 March 1958 

Rigid Airs~ip Insignia 

19581
- 1975 

1943' - 1966
2 

19283 
- 19431 

To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow 
of the right sleeve. 

1. BPCL 28-43, 10 March 1943 
2. U.R. 1959, Change 4, 16 September 1966 
3. U.R. 1922, Change 6, 1 May 1928 
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A message from the Chief of Naval Personnel dated 
24 April 1943, replying to a request from Landing 
Craft School, Amphibious Force· Pacific Fleet, San 
Diego, specifically stated that the mark with an 
alligator disgorging tanks being sold by tailors 
in the San Diego area was not authorized. This 
device exists in the form of a distinguishing mark 
as _well as a multi-colored shoulder patch. A 
uniform in the writer's collection bearing the 
dhtinguishing mark on the "right' fore-arm, also 
has an Anned Forces honorable discharge insignia, 
indicating that the alligator distinguishing mark 
was probably worn after this correspondence. 

Correspondence in late )943 between both the 
Atlantic and Pacific Amphibious Training Conmands 
and· Nava·1 Headquarters carried requests for ap:. 
proval of a distinctive mark for landing crafts
men, in one case suggesting inclusion of symbols 
for land, sea and air. These requests resulted 
only in the approval of the designator "LC", to 
be added to the rating of qualified persQnnel, 
but no insignia was authorized. The alligator 
mark was surely being worn at the time, and was 
probably one of the designs reconmended ·for 
approval. The third mark shown to the 1 eft may 
also have been one of the designs submitted, as 
it includes the recorrmended s,ymbols and would be 
appropriate for amphibious personnel since it 
has a bow view of a landing craft, ship's wheel 
and sub-machine gun in addition to being winged. 
PhibsTraPac: The Story of the Amphibious Trainee 
(a pictorial review published by Albert Love 
Enterprises of Atlanta, Georgia during World War II) 
contains several p~otos of athletic partictpants 
at the Coronado base with this device on their team 
T shirts, surrounded by the words AMPHIBIOUS TRAIN-
ING BASE. . 

On 11 January 1944, however, the Chief of Naval 
Personnel wrote a letter concurring in the recom
mendations for a distinctive insignia for all 
Amphibious Forces personnel. This resulted in the 
shoulder patch shown last here. in.yello~ on a red 
background. Approval was conveyed in BPCL 173-44 
dated 15 June 1944. This shoulder patch is the 
only authorized amphibious insignia of the U. S. 
Navy for which the writer has found approval. All 
unit shoulder patches were abolished for the Navy 
on 17 January 1947. 

58 



ANTI-AIRCRAFT MACHINE GUNNER 19491
- 1970 2 

1. SecNav approval, 28 January 1949 of recom
mendation of 10 January 1949 

2. U.R. 1969, Change 1, 3 June 1970 

APPRENTICE TRAINING GRADUATE . 1981 1
- present 

ARMED GUARD . 

AG 
ASSAULT BOAT COXSWAIN 

The three marks, for Seaman, Fireman and Airman 
respectively, were introduced in the uniform 
regulations of 1981 to be worn by graduates whose 
designation as a striker had not yet been auth
orized. After being informed in November 1981 2 

that the marks were available, Naval Exchanges 
were advised in Oecember,not to implement distri
bution and to remove them from display as the 
marks were to be deleted from the regulations. 
Subsequently, the decision was made and dissen
inated that the marks would go into use.' 

1. ·U. R. 1981, 4 April 1981 
2. Navy Resale and Services Support Office 

(NavResso) Information Bulletin 81-28, 
12 November 1981 

3. NavResso Information Bulletin 81-29, 
16 December 1981 

4. NavResso Information Bulletin 82-5, 
22 March 1982 

19431
- 19432 

To be worn on the left sleeve mid-way between 
the wrist and elbow. 

1. BPCL 28-43, 10 March 1943 
2. BPCL 53-43, 12 April 1943 

1951 1 
- 1975 . 

1. SecNav approval, 20 March 1951 of recomnend
ation dated 5 March 1951 
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AVIATION GENERAL UTILITY 1926 1
- 1958 2 

.... . 
·: Originally designated as the distinguishing mark 
~ for non-rated men assigned to aviation units, for 

wear on the left sleeve mid-way between the wrist 
and elbow. Uniform regulations of 1941 referred 
to this mark as a "specialty mark" to be worn by 

graduates of aviation general utility courses. BPCL 28-43 (10 March 1943) 
stated that the mark was to be worn by men of any rating other than the 
aviation group, attached to and serving with the air department on carriers. 
for a period of not less than three months under operating conditions. .Both . 
the 1947 and 1951 uniform regulations refer to this mark as the Aviation 
Utility di~tinguishing mark, describing its use in the same manner as 
BPCL 28-43. There are petty officer rating badges which include this mark as 
the specialty mark, pro~ably due to the use of the term "specialty mark" in 
the 1941 uniform regulations. This was not authorized as a petty officer 
specialty, and was to be worn only as a distinguishing mark according to all 
references·found to date by the writer. 

1. BNCL 62-26, 29 Octo.ber 1926 

BOMBSIGHT MECHANIC 

2. SecNav approval, 10 April 1958 

19361
- 19582 

To be worn mid-way between the shoulder and elbow 
of the left sleeve for men of the seaman branch 
and the right sleeve for others. For petty officers, 
one inch below the point of the chevrons. 

1. U.R. 1922, Change 13, 29 May 1936 2. SecNav approval, 10 April 1958 

COMMUNICATIONS Al4ARO (see li:stin.g for NAVY E) 

CON~TRUCTION BATTALION 19421 
- J 9442 

C B 
To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow of 
the left sleeve. This mark was replaced in favor 

. 
· of the multi-colored shoulder patch approved for 

the Seabees. The mark was never authorized with a 
diamond shaped border ~n the fashion of the spec
ialist ratings, although it is found in that con-

figuration and may have been worn that way. A letter from the Chief, Bureau 
of Navigation to the Chief, Bureau of Yards and Docks dated 2 May.1942 convey
ed approval for petty officers of Construction Battalions to wear a standard 
rating badge on the left sleeve with 5/8" block letters CB in place of the 
nonnal specialty marks. Non-rated men were to wear the CB as a distinguishing 
mark on the left forearm. On 7 December 1942, the Chief, Bureau of Yards and 
Docks wrote to the Chief,. Bureau of Navigation.requesting that the rating 
badge approved in the 1 etter of 2 May 1942 be reversed, penni tting the men to 
wear standard rating badges with their appropriate specialty marks. The re
quest was made due to the confusion arising in determining the specialties of 
the men. The distinguishing mark was retained for all men of the Construction 
Batta 1 ions. 
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CONSTRUCTION BATTALION (continued) : 

DIVER, 1st CLASS 

MASTER DIVER 

The "fighting bee" shoulder patch, originally 
designed in 1942, was adopted in 1944 as the 
offi ~ial insignia of the Construction Battal
ions . The patch with the block letters CB in 
place of the word SEABEES does not appear to 
have ever received official approval. This 
patch, with all other shoulder patches adopted 
by the Na.vy, was abolished on 17 January 1947. 

1. Letter fonn Chief, Bureau of Navigation to 
Chief, Bureau of Yards and Docks, 2 May 1942 

2. BPCL 309-44, 14 October 1944 

19291 
- 1973 'l 

The Diver's distinguishing mark was originally 
approved for lst Class with no number or letter 
on the breast plate, and for Master Diver with 
the letter M on the breast plate. The numeral 
"l" was added for lst Class when Diver 2nd Class 
was introduced in 1943~ The mark was discontin
ued in favor of a metal qualificat ion badge in 
1973. 

1 . BNCL 71-29, 19 October 1929 
2. U.R. 1969, Change 5, 25 May 1973 

- 3. BPCL 51-43, 10 April 1943 

The Master Di ver wore the diver's helmet mark vii th a block letter M on the 
breast plate. Discontinued in favor of a metal qualification badge in 1969. 

1. BNCL 71-29, 19 October 1929 

DI VER 2nd CLASS 

2. Bu Pers Note l 020, 16 June 1969 

19431 
- 19732 

The diver's helmet with a block numeral 2 centered on the breast plate. 
Discontinued in favor of a metal qualification badge in 1973. 

1. BPCL 51-43, 10 April 1943 

DIVER, SALVAGE 

2. U.R. 1969, Change 5, 25 May 1973 

19431 
- 19692 

The diver's helmet with a block letter S on the breast plate. The mark can 
be found with a red S on the breast plate in addition to the standard colors 
of blue/white. No authorization has been found for the red S variation. 

l. BPCL 51-43, 10 April 1943 2. BuPers Note 1020, 16 June 1969 
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DIVER, DEEP SEA 1957
1

- 19692 

The diver's helmet with the block letter O centered on the breast plate. 

1. SecNav approval, 31May1957 
of Uniform Board recommendation 
dated 17 May 1957 

2. BuPers Note 1020, 16 June 1969 

DIVER 1 SCUBA 19601
- 19732 

The diver's helmet with the double block letters SD-centered on the breast 
plate. Discontinued in favor of a metal qualification badge in 1973. 

1. SecNav approval, 20 January 1960 
of Unifonn Board reconmendation 
dated 19 December 1959 

2. U.R~ 1969, Change 5, 25 May 1973 

Prior to 1948, distinguishing marks for divers were to be worn mid-way between. 
the shoulder and elbow of the left sleeve for men of the seaman branch, and 
the right sleeve for all others. Similar marks had been suggested for divers 
qualified in Expolsive Ordnance Disposal (EOD on the breast plate) and Under
water Demolitions (UDT on the breast plate), but neither appears to have ever 
received approval. Diver's marks with the UOT on the breast plate have been 

·appearing on the market. 

EX-APPRENTICE MARK 1886 - 1948 1 

Included in the uniform regulations of 1886 as 
Apprentice Mark for wear by all enlisted men who 
had passed through the rating of apprentice in the 
Navy. The title was changed to Ex-Apprentice Mark 
in General Order 178 dated 29 August 1904. The 

ma·rk was abolished with the introduction of group rates for recruits and 
apprentices in 1948. To be worn below the neck opening at the center front 
of overshirts and jumpers, and on the coats (except overcoats) on the outside 
of the sleeve, mid-way between the wrist and elbow on the same arm as the 
·rating badge. 

1. BPCL 40-47, 21 February effective 2 April 1948 

EXPERT LOOKOUT 1945
1

- 1975 

To be worn ·mid-way between the shoulder and elbow 
of the left sleeve for men of the seaman branch, 
and the right sleeve for others. 

1. BPCL 123-45, 3 May 1945 
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EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL TECHNICIAN 19491

- 19682 

Originally titled Explosive Ordnance Oisposalman 
and changed to the above title in the uniform 
regulations of 1959. 

1. SecNav approval, 28 January 1949 of recon111end
ations dated 10 January 1949 

2. BuPers Note 1020, 24 August 1968 

FIRE CONTROL RADAR OPERATOR 19491
- 19702 

.-
1. SecNav approval, 28 January 1949 of reconmend

ation dated 10 January 1949 
2. U.R. 1969, _Change 1, 3 June 1970 

FIRE FIGHTER ASSISTANT 1949 1
- 1975 

...... 

GUN CAPTAIN 

1. SecNav approval, 28 January 1949 of Uni form 
Board recommendation dated 10 January 1949 

General Order 474 dated 21 June 1897 established 
the pay for Chief Gun Captains and Gun Captains, 
1st and 2nd class. These ratings were included 
in subsequent Navy Registers separate from the 
petty officer ratings of the same classes. 

Special Order 58 of 3 June 1904, quoting G.O. 134 and 137 of the previous 
year, stated that all petty officers rated as Chief Gun Captains and Gun . 
Captains 1st or 2nd class be transferred to other ratings of the seaman 
branch.· Specifically mentioned were acting appointments as Masters at Arms, · 
Boatswain's Mates or Quartermasters of equal class. Those found qualified 
~Y examination could be· given acting appointments as Chief or 1st class 
Turret Captains. Men holding permanent appointments as Chief Gun Captains 
were not to be transferred until qua 1 i fied for pe·nnanent appointments as 
Chief Master at Arms, Chief Boatswain's Mate, Chief Turret Captain or Chief 
Quartermaster. While references indicate that Gun Captain was a petty officer 
rating, and that the mark might have been worn as part of the rating badge 
like other specialty marks, the uniform regulations of 1899 specifically 
stated that "Every enlisted ..• who has qualif~ed as a gun captain (second 
class or above), is to wear the specialty mark so placed that the top comes 
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GUN CAPTAIN (continued): 

one {l) inch below the point of the chevron, or, if not a petty officer, in 
place of the rating badge. 11 Thus, it is doubtful that a petty officer's 
rating badge for Gun Captain would properly exist. 

The mark for Gun Captain was replaced by the 
horizontal naval gun barrel 19053

- 19494 

Title changed to Mount Captain . 19494
- 19705 

To be worn mid-way between the shoulder and elbow 
on the opposite sleeve from the rating badge, . 
axis of the gun barrel horizontal and muzzle to 
the front ·. 

1. G.O. 474, 21 June 1897 effective 
1 July 1897 

3. U.R. 1905, 21 January 1905 
4. U.R. 1947, Change 5, 

14 February 1949 2. Special Order 58, 3 June 1904 
effective 1 July 1904 5. U.R. 1969, Change 1, 3 June 1970 

GUN POINTER, FIRST CLASS 
GUN POINTER (without the star) 

19031 
- 1949 2 

19031
- 1970~ 

* 
The designation of Gun Director Pointer was added 
in both classes in 1924~ In 1949, First Class 
was dropped and the mark, without the star, was 
designated for Gun Director Pointer, Gun Director 
Trainer, Gun Pointer and Gun Trainer. 

To be worn mid-way between the shoulder and elbow 
on the opposite sleeve from the rating badge. 

A mark reported to be Master Gun Pointer, the 
mark for First Class with a pair of wings similar 
to the Aviation General Utility mark (page 60) 
placed below the sight ring, has never been either 
recommended or approved as far as current research 
has indicated. · 

3. U.R. 1969, Change 1, 3 June 1970 1. G.O. 137, 25 July 1903 
2. U.R. 1947, Change 5, 14 Feb

ruary 1949 
4. U.R. 1922, Change 1, 10 November 

1924 

HARBOR NET TENDER 

A shoulder patch existing in both blue on white and 
white on blue, this appears to be one of many war
time examples of insignia created for use by a 
specialized group; was probably worn on the uniforms, 
but for which no official approval has been found. 
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MASTER HORIZONTAL BOMBER 

* 
1936 1

- 19582 

To be worn mid-way between the shoulder and elbow 
of the left sleeve for men of the seaman branch, 
and the right sleeve for all others (the opposite 
sleeve from the rati_ng badge). 

To date, the writer has found ·no authorization for 
Horizontal Bomber or Horizontal Bomber, First Class 
{the mark illustrated, but without the star). How
ever, Bureau of Personnel Circular Letter· 6-42 of 
17 January 1942 established the designation of Air · 
Bomber, the requirements for which included having 
qualified as a Master Horizontal Bomber or Horizon
tal Bomber, Fir.st Class. This may indicate that 
the latter designation was authorized and the mark 
without the star may have been.approved for men so 
qua 1 i fied. 

1. U.R. 1922, Change 13, 29 May 1936 2. SecNav approval, 10 April 1958 

MINE ASSEMBLYMAN 19431 
- 19702 

O~iginally established as Mine Warfare Insignia, 
the title was changed by order on 25 March 1958. 

To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow 
of the.right sleeve for men of the seaman branch 
and the left sleeve for men of the artificer 
branch. r 

\ ... 1. BPCL 28-43, 10 March 1943 2. U.R. 1969, Change 1, 3 June 1970 

MINESWEEPER PERSONNEL 

r 

A letter to the Bureau of Naval Personnel dated 
26 March 1943 from the prospective conmanding 
officer of the U.S.S. Zeal asked if the Mine
sweeper insignia was approved for wear by the men. 
The reply from the Chief of Naval Personnel dated 
29 March 1943 was negative. Another letter signed 
by the Chief of Naval Personnel dated 24 June 1943 
stated that the circular red, white and blue Mine 
Service emblem was not authorized for wear. Despite 
these negative responses, the insignia, a replica 
of the device which was painted on the sides of 
minesweepers, was probably worn by crew members. A 
variation can be found with the sequence of colors 
around the ring being blue, white, red. 

A multi-colored shoulder patch for Minecraft Person
nel was authorized for wear in BPCL 368-44 dated 
11 December 1944, having been approved 21 November 
1944. Unit shoulder patches were abolished for the 
Navy on 17 January 1947. 
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NAVAL MI LI TIA 19101
- 1922 2 

To be worn by members of the Naval Militia 
immediately below the neck opening on jumpers and 
overshirts, and mid-way between the wrist and the 
elbow of coats on the same sleeve as the rating 
badge. The mark also appeared on the cap ribbon, 
placed both before and after the ship's name. 

One reference indicates that there were changes in the mark for Naval Militia 
members in 1915 and 1918. The first change was to continue ·the use of the 
lozenge (diamond), but with the block letters NM added. It was not clear 
whether this meant that the fouled anchor was retained in the insignia or 
omitted. The second change was supposed to have replaced the lozenge with 
the block letters NM without border or enclosure. Jhe writer has found 
neither official nor photographic evidence of .either. change. A copy of the 
uniform regulations of 1913, as amended through 20 January 1917, in the U. ·S. 
Navy Historical Library, which bears a notation that· changes· through November 
1918 had been annotated, clearly describes and illustrates the mark for the 
Naval Militia as shown above, as it appeared in reference 11 cited here and 
in the uniform regulations of 1913. 

1. Uniform Regulations for the Naval 
Militia, 20 June 1910 

2. U.R. 1922, 20 September 1922 

NAVY E (blue and white) 

E 
19061

- 1975 

Originally instituted as an award for excellence 
in gunnery for turret, gun or torpedo crews making 
excepti ona 11 y high sco·res on certain target prac
tices specified by the Chief of Naval Operations. 

Expanded on 27 December 1938 to·include men of engine~ring divisions recom
mended for a White Navy E as a result of winning an annual engineering compet
ition, or for men of communications units awarded a White Navy C for commun
ications proficiency. Changes to the uniform regulations of 1959 provided 
that the award be worn by units receiving proficiency awards n ••• in accord
ance with instructions of the Chief of Naval Operations."· and by units 
awarded the Battle Efficiency Pennant. 

E 
The Secretary of the Navy provided for display of 
subsequent awards in a letter dated 18 January 1938. 
A horizontal bar, 1/2 .. long by 1/8" wide was .to be 
placed 1/4" below the E for a second award, with 
multiple bars for three or four awards 1/4N apart. 

Bars for subsequent awards were changed from the 
horizontal to diagonal by approval of the Secretary 
of the Navy on 18 December 1957. 

On 1 September 1960, a gold E was apprtived for the 
fifth award of a Navy E to·a unit, with further 
awards to be represented by gold diagonal bars. 
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NAVY E (red) 

This mark, identical to the blue/white Navy E except that it is red in color 
on all uniforms, was originally designated for awards to men of the Engineer•s 
Division recoR111ended by the comnanding officer of a ship which had won the 
annual engineering competition. Thi"s usage was expanded on 27 December 1938 
to include conmunications units awarded a Red Navy C for colililunications pro
ficiency. Subsequent awards were to be shown by red horizontal bars in the 
same style as the blue/white Navy E. 

In spite of frequent references in various documents to the Navy c·, no author
ization has been found to date for a block letter "c• to be worn as a distin
guishing mark. ~11 references encountered have stated that a white, blue or 
red E was to be worn by recipients of a Na~y C award. 

There have been a number of other letter awards created d~ring the 1950's and 
1960's for intra-department competitions. Some o.f these. can be found made up 
as distinguishing marks, but norie have been appr0ved for wear on the uniforms 
of crew members. Awards for intra-type competitions encountered have been: 

White A - Antisubmarine Weapons and White E - Gun Firing Systems and 
Surface to Air Missile 
Systems 

Operations 
Green C - Conununications 
Yellow C - unable to identify White M - Mine Sweeping and Assault 

Boat Operations Green E - Combat Information Center 
Yellow E - Air Departments, CVA and Black W - Weapons Departments, CVA 

and CVS Ships CVS Ships 
~ Blue E - Supply Department 
\. Black E - Aircraft Inmediate Maint-

Retl DC - Damage Control 

enance Department 

1. U.R. 1905, Change 1, 7 February 
1906 

OFFICERS' STEWARDS AND COOKS 

White EH - Electronic Warfare 

2. U.R. 1905, Change 8, 11 June 1910 
3. U.R. 1947, Change 2, 25 May 1948 

The crescent mark had been worn since 1921 as a 
distinguishing mark for Officers• Stewards and 
Cooks. In 1924, Officers' Stewards and Cooks 
rated as 1st, 2nd and 3rd Class were instructed 
to wear the mark with three, two and one horizon-

~ tal bar respectively below it to designate grade. 
The bars were to be l/4M wide and 1 1/2" long. 
The grade of Chief was added in 1942~ to wear the 
mark with four horizontal bars. 

1. U.R. 1922, Change 1, 10 November 1924 
2. BPCL 182-44, 29 June 1944 
3. BPCL 167-42, 30 November 1942 

67 

i 

I 
t ... 
r : 

. : 

.~ ..... 
~ 
•'!" .•. 
L 

L: 
~ .. ~ 
! • .. 
F .. 



ORDNANCE BATTALION 

OB 
1943 1

- 1958 

To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow of 
the left sleeve. The mark can be found with a 
diamond shaped border in the style of the Special
ists' specialty marks, a configuration which does 
not · appear to have ever· been authorized. 

The date on which this mark was discontinued has not been located by the 
writer. The mark is included in the uniform regulations of 1951 and in 
Change 5 to those regulations (10 "April 1958),' but is not included in the· 
uniform regulations of 1959 dated 20 March 1959. 

1. BPCL 153-43, 11 August 1943 

PARACHUTEMAN 
No authorizatJon either ~~iginating or abolishing 
this mark has been found, ·but it was first i 11 us
t~ated in the uniform regulations of 1941 (31 May 
1941) and not included in the regulations of 1947 
(2 May 1947). . 

A letter dated 11 May 1944 from the Officer in 
Charge, Uniform Section to the Officer in Charge, 

Naval Training School (Parachute Riggers), Naval Air Station, Lakehurst, N.J. 
stated: "There have never been any instructions in the Uniform Regulations 
in regard to the distinguishing mark 'Parachuteman' although Plate No. 70 of 
the Uniform Regulations shows a picture of this insignia." The response, 
dated 17 May 1944, stated: ·"The distinguishing mark 'Parachute Man• was worn 
prior to the establishment. of the rating of Parachute Rigger. In my opinion 
this mark should now be deleted." The rating of Parachute Rigger was estab
lished 24 February 1942 (see page 19, Aircrew Survival Equipmentman). 

1943'- 19442 

To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow on 
the left sleeve. This mark was discontinued in 
favor of the PT shoulder patch. The shoulder 
patch was discontinued on 17 January 1947 along 
with a 11 other shoulder patches authorized by the· 
Navy. 

uMosquito B~at" insignia are found on both blue 
and white backings, in various sizes, and with 
no border as well as both single and double 
borders. No evidence has been located to date 
that these patches were ever authorized. However, 
like several other marks and patches appearing 
during the years of World War II, there is every 
likelihood that this insignia was worn by crewmen 
of these rapid little fighting boats. 

1. BPCL 153-43, l1 August 1943 
2. BPCL 265-44, 14 September 1944 
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RIFLE AND PISTOL QUALI Fl CATION MARKS 

MARKSMAN 1915 1
- 19152 

SHA~PSHOOTER · 
.. . 

Title for this mark was changed to Rifle Sharpshooter 
in 19315 and to Rifle, Pistol or Carbine Sharpshooter 
in 1949. 

EXPERT RI FlEMAN 

To be worn also by men qualified as 'Expert Pistol 
Shot beginning irr 1931~ 

These marks were to be worn mid-way between the 
wrist and elbow of the right sleeve. They were 
intended to be worn square to the cuff in the manner 

illustrated, but have been found sewn on uniforms witn one angle down so as to 
appear like a diamond rather than a square, or as the target they represent. 

1. Firing Regulations for Small Arms, 
U. S. Navy, 1915 approved 3 Dec:. 
ember 1914 · 

4. U.R. 1969, Change 1, 3 June 1970 
5. U. R. 1922, Change 8, 16 November, 

1931 
2. SecNav letter·, 20 September 1915 6. BPCL 199-44, 12 July 1944 
3. U.R. 1922, 20 September 1922 

SEAMAN GUARD 

SEAMAN GUNNER 

This mark has not been authorized in any publication 
of the U. S. Navy located by the writer. It has, 
however, been identified by ex-Navy Seaman George 
Wood, who wore the mark while assigned to sentry 
duties at Naval yards and docks in early 1944. The 
seaman guard units were said to have consisted of 
50 to 100 men with a petty officer 1st class or a 
chief petty officer in charge. These duties were 
later taken over by Coast Guardsmen or Marine guard · 
detachments. 

Originally designated as equal to, petty officer 
3rd Class in 1885, that rating was reclassified to 
the equal of Seaman 1st Class before publication 
of the uni form regulations of 1886. The mark was 
specified in the 1886 regulations to be worn super
imposed on the chevrons of the rating badge for 
petty officers, centered at the angle. The uniform 
regulations of 1897 specified that the mark be worn 
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SEAMAN GUNNER (continued) 

one inch below the point of the chevrons of the rating badge for petty officers, 
and in place of the rating badge for non-rated· men. After 1921, the mark was 
to be worn by previously qualified Seaman Gunners as well. Although this mark 
remained listed in unifonn regulations as late as the 1951 edition, it was 
noted in that public.ation that qualification was not .then ~ctive. ·-t 

1. · U.R. 1886, approved 1 July 1885 

SEAMAN SIGNALMAN 

2. SecNav approval, 10 April 1958 

. 1918 1 
- 1927 2 

SUBMARINE INSIGNIA 

Non-rated men qualified as Signalmen 1st, 2nd and 
3rd Class were to. wear the distinguishing mark 
specified for· Quartermaster-petty officers who 
were qualified as Signalmen, the crossed signal 
flags, but with horizontal bars 1/4" wide and 
1 1/2" long placed below the mark to designate 
class: 3 bars for 1st Class, 2 for 2nd Class and 
one for 3rd Class. 

1. BNCL 85-18, 11 May 1918 
2. U.R. 1922, Change 3, 26 January 1927 

19241
- 19502 

The circular letter authorizing this mark stated 
that approval of the Secretary of the Navy was 
given in March 1924 with no mention of a specific 
day. 

To be worn mid-way between the wrist and elbow of 
the right sleeve. The uniform regulaUons of 1947 

instructed that the mark was to be worn on the left breast of the uniform in 
stead of the forearm. The cloth embroidered insignia was replaced in 1950 by 
the authorization of a silver colored metal submarine badge, similar to the 
gold badge of the officers. 

1. ·sNCL 79-24, 23 September 1924 2. SecNav approval, 17 August 1950 
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INDEX 

Advanced Undersea Weaponsman. 57 
Aerographer. 19 
Aerographer's Hate, 19 
Agriculture Worker - ESX, 54 
Afr Controlman, 19 
Aircraft tarburator Mechanic - ESA. 45 
Aircraft Gunner, 57 
Aircraft Machine Gunner, 57 
Aircrew Insignia, ·57 
Aircrew Survival Equfpmentman. 19 
Air Gunner, 57 
Ai nnan, 10 
Airman Apprentice, 10 
Airman Recruit. 10 
Airship Insignia, 57 

·Airship Rigger. 19, 45 :, 
Air Stations Operations Desk - Tia..e Shack 

SpX, 52 
Air Traffic Controller. 19 
A.~phibious Insignia, 58 
Anti-aircraft Gunnery Instructor - SpG, 46 
Anit-aircraft Machine Gunner, 59 
Apprentice Petty Officer, 13 
Apprentice Mark, 62 
Apprentice Training Graduates, 59 
Apothecary. 30 
Archivist - SpX, 52 
Armed Guard, 59 
Armed Service Radio Service and Special 

Havy Radio Units - SpX, 52 
Arnorer, 29 
Artificer (for Blacksmith or Coppersmith), 38 
Artificer (for Machinist, Copperscith or 

Boilen:-~ker), 31 
Artist - SpX, 52 
Assault Boat Coxswain, 59 
Assistant to the Office of Chaplain, 52 
Athletic Instructor - SpA, 45 
Aviation Anti-submarine Warfare Operator, 19 
Aviation Anti-submarine Warfare Technfcian, 19 
Aviation Boatswain's Mate, 20 
Aviation Carpenter's Hate. 20 
Aviation Electrician's Mate, 20 
Aviation Electronicsman, 20 
Aviation Electronics Technician, 20, 21 
Aviation Electronics Technician's Hate, 20, 21 
Aviation Fire Controlman, 21 
Aviation Fire Control Technician, 21 
Aviation Free Gunnery Instructor - SpG, 46 
Aviation General Utility, 60 
Aviation Guided Misstleman, 21 
Aviation Machinist's Hate, 21 
Aviation Maintenance Administrationman, 21 
Aviation Metalsmith, 23 
Aviation Ordnanceman, 22 ·? 
Aviation Photographer's Hate, 22 
Aviation Pilot, 22 
Aviation Pilot - ESV, 51 
Aviation Rad;oman, 20 
Av;ation Radio Technician, 20 
Aviation Rigger, 23 
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Aviation Storekeeper, 23 
Aviation Structural Mechanic, 23 
Aviation Support Equipment Technician, 23 
Aviation Utility, 60 

Baker, 39 
Ballistics - SpX, 52 
Ballistics Test Analyst - £SX, 52 

·Bandmaster, 34 
Blacksmith, 38 
Blacksmith, Avfatfon, 23 
Boatswain's Mate, 23 
Boflermaker, 24, 31 
Boflennan, 24 
Boiler Technician, 24 
Bombing Trainer Instructor - SpX, 52 
Bombsight Mechanic, 50 
Booker (Motion Picture Service), 46, 51 
Branchma rks, 5 
Buglemaster, 24 
Bugler, 24 
Builder, 25 

Cable Censor - SpX, 52 
Captain of the Afterguard, 23 
Captain of the Hold, 41 
Captain of the Tops, 23 
Carpenter's Mate, ZS 
Carpenter's Mate, Aviation. 20 
Cartographer - SpX, 52 
Chaplain's Assistant - ESC, 45 
Chart Clerk - ESX, 53 
Chemical Warfareman, U.S.C.G., 55 
Chemical Warfarcman, U.S.ff., 47 
Chief Musician, 34 
Chief Petty Officer established, 4 
Classification - SpC, 45 
Classf ffcation Interviewer - SpC, 45 
Comnand Master Chief Petty Officer, 12 
Conmissaryman, 25 
Coamf ssary Steward, 25 
Comuntcatfons Award - Navy C, 60, 66 
Comun i cations Security - SpQ, 48 
Coamunfcatfons Specialist - SpQ, 48 

• Comunfcations Technician, 26 
Construction Apprentice, 8 
Construction Bat~lion, 60 
Construction Electrician, 26 
Construction Electrfctan•s Hate. 26 
Constructionman, 8 
Construction Mechanic. 26 
Construction Recruit, 8 
Control Tower Operator - SpY, 54 
Coppersmt th, 31, 38 
Coppersmith, Avfatton. 20, 23 
Coxswain. 23 
Cryptana 1 ys t - SpQ, 48 
Cryptographer - SpQ, 48 
Cryptologist - SpQ, 48 
Cryptologic Technician, 26 
Crystal Grinder - Spl, 52 
Cuff Stripes, 4, 5, 8 

I 
•I 

I 

' ; 
I 
( 

i 
·i 

f 
.. J. 

t 

t 
f 

i 
' • ' ,. 
[ 
t 

~ 
i· 
,. 

'· 
r~ 
~. .. .. 



Damage Controlman, 26 
Data Processing Technician. 26 
Data SysteTis Technician, 27 
Deep Sea Diver. 62 
Dental App~ntice. 10 
Oen ta lman. 10 
Oen ta 1 Recruit, 10 
Dental Technician, 27 
Disbursing Clerk, 27 
Discharge Interviewer - Sp~. 52 
Ofstfngufshing Marks, 56 
Diver, 61 
Dog - Horse Handler (U.S.C.G.), 55 
Dog Patrol (U.S.C.G.). 55 
Draftsman • 30 
Driver, 28 

Electric Accounting Machine Operator - SpI, 46 
Electrician; 27 
Electrician, Aviation, 20 
Electrician's Kate, 27 
Electricians (Radio), 37 
Electronics Technician, 27 
Electronics Technician's Mate, 27 
Electronics Warfare Technician, 28 
Emergency Ratings, 44 
Emergency Service Ratings, 44 
Engineering Aide, 28 
Engineering Award, 67 
Engineering Draftsman - SpX, 52 
Engineering Inspector - SpO, ~7 
tngincman, 28, 32 
Entertainer - SpS, 49 
Equf praent Operator, 28 
Ex-Apprentice Mark, 6Z 
Excavation Foreman - ESX, 54 
Exclusive Emergency Service Rating, 44 
Expert Lookout, 62 
Expert Pistol Shot, 69 
Expert lff1e£Cr?n, 69 
Explosive Or~,ance Disp.>sal Diver, 62 
Explosive OrC:.~ance Disposalman, 63 
Expl~sive Ordnance Disposal Technician, 63 

Fingerprint Expert - SpX, 53 
Fire Controll:!n, 28 
Fire Control Radar Operator, 63 
fire Control Technician, 28, 29 
Fire Fighter - SpF, 46 

.ff re Fighter Assistant, 63 
Fireman, 10 
Fireman Apprentice, 10 
Fireman Recruit, 10 
First Musician. 34 
Fishennan - ESX, 54 
Fleet Mail Clerk - SpM, 47 

Gage Specialist - SpX, SJ 
Gas Turbfne Systems Technfcfan, 29 
Group Rate Marks, 9, 11, 57 
Guided Hissfleman, 3J 
Gun Captain, 63 
Gun Director Pointer, 64 
Gun Director Pointer, First Class, 64 
Gun Director Trainer, 64 
Gunner's Hate, 29 
Gunnery Instructor - SpG, 46 
Gunnery Instructor (Skeet Shooter) - SpG, 46 
Gun Pointer, 64 
Gun Pointer. first Class. 64 
Gun Range Finder Operator, 28 
Gun Trainer, 64 
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Harbor Defense Sonannan - ESH, 46 
Harbor Net Tender, 64 
Horizontal Bomber, 65 
fbspital Apprentice. 7, 10, JO, 56 
Hospital Corpsman, JO 
fbspitalman. 8 
fbspital Recruit, 10 
Hospital Steward, JO, 56 
Hull Maintenance Technfcfan, 30 

I.B.M. Operator - Spl, 46 
111 us tra tor Ora ftsman, JO 
Information Security Specialist - ESK, 47 
Inspector of Avf atfon. Material - SpO, 47 
Ins pee: tor of Naval fta tertal. 47, 54 
Instructor - SpT, 49 
Instructor (Htscellaneous) - ESI. 46 
lnstrumentllan, 30 
Intelligence Dutfes - SpX, 53 
Intelligence Spectaltst, 31 
I C (Interior Corrmunfcations) Electrf cfan, 31 
lnternat•onal Business Machine (IBM) 

Opera tor - SpI, 46 
Interpreter - SpX. 53 
Intra-Department Awards. 67 

Journalist, 31. 53 

Key Punch Operator and Supervisor - SpX, 53 

Laboratory - SpP, 48 
Laboratory Technfcfan - ESX. 53 
Lega lman, 31 
Librarian - ESX, 54 
Linguist - ESX, SJ 
lithographer, 31 

Machine Accountant, 26 
Machinery Repaf nnan, 31 
Machinist, 31, 32 
Machinist's Hate, 31 
Machinist's Mate, Aviation, 21 
Mail Clerk - SpH, 47 
Maflman, 36 
"March of Tfa.e• Photographer - SpP. 48 
Marksman. 69 
Master at Ar.ts, 3, 33 
Master at Aras (Shore) - ESB, 45 
Master at Ar:as (WAVE) - SpS, 49 
Master Chief Petty Officer, 11, 12 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Cormand, 11, 12 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Fleet/ 

Command. 11 • 12 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Fleet/ 

Force, 11, 12 
Master Chfef Petty Offtcer of the tkvy. 11, 12 
Master Diver, 61 
Master Gun Pointer, 64 
Master Horizontal Bomber. 65 
Mechanic~ 26 
Mess Management Special fst, JJ 
Metalsmith, 38 
Hfne Assemblyman. 65 
Hfnecraft Personnel, 65 
Hineman, 33 
Htne Service Emblem, 65 
Hfne Sweeper lnstgnta. 65 
Mfne Sweeper Personnel, 65 
Hine Warfare Insfgnfa, 65 
Hfssfle Technfcfan, 33 
Model Maker - ESX. 54 
Molder, 34,_ 38 
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~.osquito Boat. 68 
~lotion Picture Service (Booker) - SpE. 46 
Motion Picture Technician. 48, 54 
Y.otor Machinist's Hate. JZ. 34 
Mount Captain, 64 
Musician, 34 

Naval Aviation Pilot, 22 
Naval Correspondent - SpX, SJ 
Naval Intelligence Spectalist - ESX. SJ 
Naval Militia, 66 
Navy Counselor, 34 
Navy E Awards. 66 
Non-rated Marks. 8, 9 
Nuclear Weaponsman 1 34 

Ocean Systems Technician, 35 
Officers• Stewards and Cooks, 39, 67 
oner, 32 .• 
Operations - Plotting and Chartwork - SpX. 53 
Operations Specialist, JS 
Opticalman, 35 
Ordnance Battalion, 68 
Ordnance Inspector - SpO, .47 
Ordnance Projects Technician - ESX, 53 

Pa inter, ZS 
Parachuteman. 68 
Parachute Rigger, U.S.C.G •• 55 
Parachute Rigger, U.S.H., 19 
Passenger Transportation p SpX, 53 
Past Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy, 9 
Past Master Chief Petty Officer of the 

Fleet/Force, 9 
Patrol Torpedo Boat, 68 
Pattenunaker, 25. JS 
Personnelman, 35 
Personnel Supervisor, V-10 - SpS. 49 
Petroleum Production Man - ESX, 54 
Petroleum Technician - SpO, 47 
Phannacist's Mate. 7, 30 
Photogar.wetry - SpP, 48 
Photogammetry Assistant - ESP, 48 
Photographer, 36 
Photographer - SpP, 48 
Photographer's Mate. 36 
Photographic Intelligenceman, 36 
Photographic Specialist - SpP, 48 
Physical Training Instructor. 45. 46 
Pigeon Trainer, SO, 53 
Pfpefitte.-, 36 
Plastics Expert - SpX, 53 
Plumber and Fitter. 25 
Port Security Patrolman, U.S.C.G •• 55 
Position Classifier - SpX, 53 
Postal Clerk, 36 
Powdennan - ESX. 54 
Printer. 37 
Public Information - SpX. 53 .. 
Public Relations, U.S.C.G. 1 SS 

.;,· 

Punched Card Accounting Machine Operator - SpI. 46 

Quarter Gunner. 29 
Quartermaster, 37 
Quartermaster. Aviation. 2Z 

Radarman. JS 
Radio Intelligence - SpQ, 48 
Radioman, 37 
Radio Technician. 27 
Recreation and Welfare Assistant - SpE, 46 
Recruiter - SpR, 48 
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Recruit Instructor - SpT, 49 
Registered Publications Clerk SpQ, 48 
Religious Progrags Specialist.-38 
Research laboratory - SpX, 53 
Rine and Pistol Qualiffcation Marks. 69 
Rifle Sharpshooter, 69 
Rifle. Pistol or Carbine Sharpshooter. 69 
Right Arm Rates, s. 7, 8 
Rigid Airship Insignia. 57 

Saf lmaker's Hate. JS 
Salvage Ofver, 61 
Schoolmaster, 37 
Scuba Of ver, 62 • " 
Seabees , 7. 60 - • · 
Seaman, 7. 8 
Seaman Appren tf ce, 8 
Seaman Ffre Controlman. 28 
Seaman Guard, 69 
Seaman Gunner, 29. 69 
Seaman Radioman, 37 
Seaman Recruf t, 8 
Seaman Sf gna lmn. 40, 70 
Senior Chief Petty Officer. 11. 12 
Service School Instructor - SpT. 49 
Sharpshooter, 69 
Shfpfitter. 38 
Shf pfitter. Avfat1on, 23 
Shipwright, 25 
Ship's Cook, 39 
Ship's Corporal, J3 
Ship's Serviceman, 40 
Ship's Writer, 43 
Shore Patrol - SpS 49 
Shore Patrol and Security - SpS, 49 
Shore Patrolman - ESS. 49 
Signalman. 37. 40 •· .-
Sona rman • 40 
Sonar Operator, 40 
Sonar Technician, 40 
Soundman. 40 
Special Artificer. 30 
Special Gunnery Instructor (Aviation) - SpG, 46 
Specialist - ESX, 52 
Specialist (Not Elsewhere Classified) - SpX, 52 
Specialist Ratings, 44 
Special Mechanic. 32 
Special Projects - SpX, 53 
Special Projects - OSS - ESX, 53 
Specialty Harks as Distinguishing Harts, 17. 56 
Steelworker. 41 
Stevedore - ESB, 45 
Steward, 39, 41 
Steward Apprentice, 10 
Stewardess - SpU, 51 
Steward Recruit, 10 
Stewardsman, 10 
Storekeeper. 41 
Storekeeper Y (Aviation), 23 
Strategic Services - SpX, 53 
Submarine Insignfa, 70 
Surveyor. 28 
Swf tchboard Operator - ESX, 53 

Tabulating Machine Operator - Spl. 46 
Tanker loading Inspector, U.S.C.G •• 55 
Teacher - SpT, 49, so. 51 
Technician - SpQ, 48 
Telecomunications Censorship Technician - ESK, 47 
Teleman. 41 
Telephone Switchboard Operator and 

Supervisor - SpX, 53 
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Topographic Draftsman - SpX, 53 
Torpedoman. 4Z 
Torpedoman•s Hate, 42 
Tradevaian (Training Devices), 42 · 
Transport Airman - EST, 51 
Transport Airman - SpV, 51 
Transportationman - ESR, 48 
Transportationman, U.S.C.G., 55 
Turret Captain, 42 
Two Piece Rating Badges, 8 

Underwater Demolition Diver, 62 
Underwater Mechanic, 42, 47. 
Utilitiesman, 43 
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Utility (V-10) - SpU. 51 

Visual Training Aids - SpX, 54 
V-Ma i1 - S;>P, 48 

Watchmarks, J, 4, S 
Water Tender, 32 
WAVE Rating Badges, 7 
Welfare (Chaplain's Assistant) - SpW, 52 
Welfare Duty With Chaplains - SpW, 52 
Welfare (for Duty With Chaplains) - SpW, 52 
Welfare and Recreation Leader - ESV, 52 

Yeoman, 41, 43 ' 
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