





COMDTINST M5000.3A
4 MAR 1985

4. d. Appendix A to the 1980 Coast Guard Regulations, ''Statutes

That Concern the Coast Guard'" has been removed. APpendix A
s

will be replaced by "Coast Guard Legal Authorities",
(COMDTINST M5850.2).

5. AUTHORITY. By the authority vested in me by the Secretary of
Transportation, the United States Coast Guard Regulations,
1985 (COMDTINST M5000.3A) are issued for the government of all
persons in the United States Coast Guard.

Acsaziod, U8, Coast Guard
Commandant
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION TO COAST GUARD REGULATIONS

1-1

PART 1
General
1-1-1 Purpose of This Chapter

This Chapter describes the
general organization of the
Coast Guard as a background
for the remaining chapters of
this document.

1-1-2 Origin of the Coast
Guard

A. On 4 August 1790, Cong-
ress passed legislation that
authorized construction of
"ten boats" to enforce the
customs law of the new nation.
This legislation, in effect,
established the Revenue Ma-
rine, later officially mnamed
the Revenue Cutter Service,
under the Treasurv Department.
The Revenue Cutter Service was
combined with the Life-Saving
Service on 28 January 1915,
when President Wilson signed
the act that created the Coast
Guard. This act established
the Coast Guard as a part of
the military forces of the
United States, placed it under
the Treasury Department, but
authorized the transfer of the
Coast Guard to the Department
of the Navy in time of war, or
when directed bhy the Presi-
dent. (14 U.S.C. 1946 ed.
sec., 1). An act of Congress
in 1936 provided that the
Coast Guard "shall enforce or
assist in the enforcement of
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all applicable Federal laws
upon the high seas and waters
subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States.(14 U.S.C.2)
(Note: "upon the high seas and
water" is changed to "on or
under the high seas and wa-
ters" by a 1970 amendment (84
Stat. 304)). Reorganization
within the Executive branch
consolidated the Light House
Service in 1939 and the Rureau
of Marine Inspection in 1942
within the Coast Guard.

B. The Department of Trans-
portation Act of 15 October
1966 became effective on 1
April 1967. This Act transfer-
red the Coast Guard to the
newly formed department. (49
U.S.C. A. 108).

1-1-3 Authority for the Coast
Guard

The fundamental 1law that
governs the relationship of
the Coast Guard to the Depart-
ment of Transportation is the
Department of Transportation
Act as amended (49 U.S.C. A.
108). Notwithstanding the
transfer of the Coast Guard to
the new department, the Coast
Guard operates as a part of
the Navv in time of war or
when the President. directs.
(14 U.S.C. 3, 49 U.S.C. A 0R),
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PART 2

Senior Officers of the Coast
Guard

1-2-1 The Commandant

A. The Commandant is the
senior officer in the Coast
Guard.

B. All powers and functions
assigned to the Coast Guard or
the Commandant, under Title 14
of the United States Code or
any other law, unless other-
wise specifically stated, are
executed by the Commandant
subject to the general super-
vision of the Secretary of
Transportation. (14 U.S.C.
632, Reorg. Plan No. 26
(1950)).

1-2-2 The Vice Commandant

A. The Vice Commandant ranks
next after the Commandant in
Ehg Coast Guard (14 U.S.C.47

a)).

B. The Vice Commandant per-
forms duties the Commandant
prescribes and acts as Comman-
dant during the absence or
disability of the Commandant
or if there is a vacancy in
the office of the Commandant.
(14 U.8.C.47(a)).
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PART 3

The Coast Guard Reserve

1-3-1 General
The purpose of the Coast
Guard Reserve 1is to provide

trained units and qualified
persons available for active
duty in time of war or nation-
al emergency and at such otber
times as the national security
requires. (10 U©.s.c. 262,
33CFR 8.1).

1-3-2 Organization

The Coast Guard Reserve is
organized, trained, admini-
stered, and supplied under the
direction of the Commandant.
The offices of the Coast Guard

hold the same relation and
responsibility to the Coast
Guard Reserve as they do to
the Regular Establishment.

(14 U.s.c. 701).
1-3-3 Regulations

A. The Secretary of Trans-
portation prescribes regula-
tions for the Coast Guard Re-
serve that are necessary and
not inconsistent with Sections
720 to 746 of Title 14, United
States Code. These regula-
tions are subject to suspen-
sion by the President in time
of war or national emergency.
(14 U.s.C. 722).

B. The Secretary of Trans-
portation, with the concur-
rence of the Navy, prescribes
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regulations that are necessary
to carry out Chapters 11, 35,

39, and 59, and Sections 715,
1003, 1004, 1032, 1376, 2001,
and 2511 of Title 10, United

States Code (Armed Forces), as
they relate to the Coast Guard
Reserve, except when the Coast
Guard operates as a service in
the Navy. Regulations for all
reserve components are as uni-
form as practicable (10 U.S.C.
280) .
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PART 4
The Coast Guard Auxiliary

1-4-1 General

The Coast Guard Auxiliarv,
established on 19 Februarv
1941, is a nonmilitary organ-
ization that is administered
by the Commandant under the
direction of the Secretary of

Transportation. (14 U.S.C.
821).
1-4-2 Purpose

The purpose of the Coast

Guard Auxiliary is to assist
the Coast Guard:

(a) to promote safety and
effect rescues on and over the
high seas and navigable water
of the United States,

(b) to promote efficient op-
eration of motor boats and
yachts,

(¢) to foster knowledge of
and compliance with the laws,
rules, and repulations that
govern the operation of motor
boats and yachts; and

(d) to facilitate other op-
erations of the Coast Guard.
(14 U.S.C. 822)

1-4-3 Composition

The Coast Guard Auxiliary is
composed of citizens of the

United States, its territo-
ries, and possessions, who are
owners, sole or part, of motor
boats, vyachts, aircraft, or
radio stations, or who, be-
cause of special training or
experience, the Commandant
determines to be qualified for
duty in the Auxiliary, and who
are enrolled under the
applicable regulations. (14
U.S.C. 823)
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PART 5
Basic Geographic Organization

1-5-1 Coast Guard Geographic
Subdivision.

The geographic subdivision
of the Coast Guard's general
organization for the perform-
ance of its assigned functions
and duties 1is described in
this part. Special regions for
particular programs and oper-

ations are ©promulgated in
separate directives. (14
uv.s.C. 88, 89, 90, 92, and
632)
1-5-2 Areas

A. Atlantic Area

The Atlantic Area, with the

area office in New York, New
York, comprises the land areas
and the U.S. navigable waters
of the First, Second, Third,
Fifth, Seventh, Eighth, and
Ninth Coast Guard Districts
and the ocean areas that lie
east of a line that extends
from the North Pole south
along 95° W longitude to the
North American 1land mass;
thence along the east coast of
the North, Central, and South
American land mass to the in-
tersection with 70°W 1longi-
tude; thence due south to the
South Pole. These waters ex-
tend east to the Eastern Hemi-
sphere dividing line between
the Atlantic and Pacific Areas
that lies along a line that
extends from the North Pole
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south along 100°E longitude to
the Asian land mass and along
a line that extends from the
South Pole north along 17°E
longitude to the African land
mass.

B. Pacific Area

The Pacific Area with area
office in Alameda, Califor-

nia, comprises the land areas
and the U.S. navigable waters

of the Eleventh, Twelfth,
Thirteenth, Fourteenth and
Seventeenth, Coast Guard Dis-
tricts and the ocean areas

lying west of a line extending
from the North Pole south
along 95°W longitude to the
North American 1land mass;
thence along the west coast of
the North, Central, and South
American land mass to the
intersection with 70°W longi-

tude; thence due south to the
South Pole. These waters ex-
tend west to the Eastern

Hemisphere dividing 1line be-
tween the Atlantic and Pacific
Areas which lies along a line
extending from the North Pole
south along 100°E longitude to
the Asian land mass and along
a line extending from the
south Pole north along 17°E
longitude to the African land
mass.

1-5-3 Districts

A. First District

The First Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
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Boston, Massachusetts, is com-
prised of: Maine and New Hamp-
shire; Vermont, except the
counties of Orleans, Franklin,
Grand Isle, Chittenden, Add-
ison, and Rutland; Massachu-
setts, except the water of
Congamond Lakes; Rhode Island,
except Watch Hill Light Sta-
tion; the water of Beach Pond
in New London County, Connect-

jcut; all U.S. Naval reserva-
tions on shore in Newfound-
land; the ocean area that is

encompassed by the Search and
Rescue boundary between Canada
and the United States to long-
itude 63°W; thence due south
to latitude 41°N; thence along
a line bearing 219°T to the
intersection with the ocean
boundary between the First and
Third Coast Guard Districts
that is defined as a line that
extends 112°T from Montauk
Point Light in New York State;
thence along this 1line to
Montauk Point Light.

B. Second District

The Second Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in

St. Louis, Missouri, is com-
prised of: Arkansas, West Vir-
ginia, Kentucky, Tennessee,
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South Dakota,
Wyoming, Colorado, Iowa, and
Missouri; Pennsylvania south

of latitude 41°N and west of
longitude 79°W; Ohio and In-
diana south of latitude 41°N;
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I1l1linois, except north of lat-
itude 41°N and east of longi-
tude 90°W; Wisconsin south of
latitude 46°20'N, and west of
longitude 90°W; Minnesota
south of 1latitude 46°20'N;
Alabama north of 1latitude
34°N; Mississippi north of the
southern boundries of the
counties of Washington, Sun-
flower, Leflore, Grenada, Cal-
houn, Chickasaw, Lee, Pren-
tiss and Tishomingo, except
that portion of the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway south of
the Bayv Springs lock and dam.

C. Third District

The Third Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
New York, New York, is com-
prised of: the counties of
Orleans, Franklin, Grand Isle,
Chittenden, Addison, Rutland
in Vermont; Connectitut except
the waters of Beach Pond in
New London County; Watch Hill
Light Station in Rhode Island;
the waters of the Congamond
Lakes in Hampden County, Mass-
achusetts; New York, except
north of latitude 42°N and
west of longitude 74°39'W; New
Jersey; Pennsylvania north of
latitude 41°N and east of
longitude 78°55'W and south of
latitude 41°N and east of
longitude 79°W; Delaware, in-
cluding Fenwick Island Light,
but not including the reaches
of the Nanticoke River and the
C and D Canal; the ocean area
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that is encompassed by a line
bearing 112°T from Montauk
Point Light in New York State
to the Southern most point of
the First Coast Guard District
(39°00'N, 65°05'W) ; thence
along a line bearing 219°T to
the 1intersection with the
ocean boundarv between the
Third and Fifth Coast Guard
Districts that is defined as a
line that extends 122°T from
the coastal end of the third
and Fifth Coast Guard District
land boundary; thence along
this line to the coast.

D. Fifth District

The Fifth Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
Portsmouth, Virginia, is com-
prised of: Maryland, Virginia,
District of Columbia, North
Carolina and the reaches of
the Nanticoke River and the C
and D Canal in Delaware; the
ocean area that is encompassed
by a line bearing 122°T from
the coastal end of the Third
and Fifth Coast Guard District
land boundary to the southern-
most point of the Third Coast

Guard District (35°1R'N, 68°-
52'W); thence along a line
bearing 219°T to the inter-

section with the ocean bound-
ary between the Fifth and Sev-
enth Coast Guard Districts
that is defined as a line that
extends 122°T from the coastal
end of the Fifth and Seventh
Coast Guard District land
boundary; thence along this
line to the coast.
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E. Seventh District

The Seventh Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
Miami, Florida, is comprised
of: South Carolina, Florida,
and Georgia, except west of a
line from the intersection of
the Florida coast with longi-
tude 83°50'W due north to a

position 30°15'N, 83°50'W;
thence due west to the po-
sition 30°15'N, 84°45'W;

thence due north to the inter-
section with the south shore
of Jim Woodruff Reservoir;
thence along the east bank of
the Jim Woodruff Reservoir and
the east bank of the Flint
River up stream to Montezuma,
Georgia; thence to West Point,
Georgia; the Panama Canal
Zone; Puerto Rico and the Vir-
gin Islands; the U.S. naval
reservations in the islands of
the West 1Indies and on the
north coast of South America;
and the ocean areas that are
encompassed by a line bearing
122°T from the coastal end of
the Fifth and Seventh Coast
Guard District land boundary
of the National Maritime
Search and Rescue Region;
thence along the eastern and
southern boundary of the Na-
tional Maritime Search and
Rescue Region to the intersec-
tion with the offshore bound-
ary between the Seventh and
Fighth Coast Guard Districts
that is defined as a line that
extends 199°T from the coastal
end of the Seventh and Eighth
Coast  Guard District land
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boundary; thence along this

line to the coast.

F. Eighth District

The Eighth Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in
New Orleans, Louisiana, is
comprised of: New Mexico,
Texas, and Louisiana; Missis-
sippi south of the southern
boundries of the counties of
Washington, Sunflower, Le-
flore, Grenada, Calhoun,
Chickasaw, Lee, Prentiss and
Tishomingo, and the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway south of
the Bay Springs lock and dam;
Alabama south of latitude
34°N; Florida and Georgia west
of a line from the intersec-
tion of the Florida coast with
longitude 83°50'W due north to
a position 30°15'N, 83°50'W;
thence due west to a position
30°15'N, 84°45'W; thence due
north to the intersection with
the south bank of Jim Woodruff
Reservoir; thence along the
east bank of the Jim Woodruff
Reservoir and the east bank of
the Flint River up stream to
Montezuma, Georgia; thence
northwesterly to West Point,
Georgia; the Gulf of Mexico
area west of a line bearing
199°T from the coastal end of
the Seventh and Eighth Coast
Guard District land boundary.

G. Ninth District

The Ninth Coast Guard Dis-
trict, with district office in

Cleveland, Ohio is comprised
of: Michigan; New York north
of latitude 42°N and west of
longitude 74°39'W; Pennsylva-
nia north of latitude 41°N and
west of 1longitude 78°55'W;
Ohio and Indiana north of
latitude 41°N; Illinois north
of latitude 41°N and east of
longitude 90°W; Wisconsin, ex-
cept south of latitude 46°20'N
and west of longitude 90°W;
and Minnesota north of
latitude 46°20 N.

H. Eleventh District

The Eleventh Coast Guard
District, with district office
in Long Beach, California, is
comprised of: Arizona; Clark
County in Nevada; Washington,
Kane, San Juan, and Garfield
Counties in Utah; the Cali-
fornia Counties of Santa Bar-
bara, Kern, and San Bernar-
dino, and all counties south
of these; and the ocean area
bounded by a line from the
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