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Thank you Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Garamendi, other 

members of the Panel, I ask that my written testimony be entered into 

the record. 

Chairman Hunter, Ranking Member Garamendi, members of the 

Subcommittee, good morning, and thank you for the opportunity to 

speak today. 

In our mission set, our men and women are among the most 

dedicated, well trained, and highly skilled in the world; we owe them 

our very best efforts to continue to provide the support and the tools 

they need to execute maritime governance and sovereignty for our 

nation.   
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Not only do we owe the men and women of the Coast Guard the 

tools they need to do their job, we owe them an environment of trust, 

and I’m going to take one minute just to talk about that.  We have 

respect, we have core values, but most importantly we have trust in 

our workforce.  In our business, trust is a priceless attribute.  I can tell 

you from years past, being a helicopter pilot, that trust that the crew 

holds, when you’re out on a hazardous mission, is absolutely priceless 

and it’s essential to the accomplishment of the mission.  When it 

comes to Sexual Assault, an issue that’s received a lot of attention of 

late, we’ve been working this issue for a long time.  It is a matter of 

trust in our workforce.  I want to take the opportunity to assure you 

that the Commandant and I are wholeheartedly committed to 

eliminating the crime of sexual assault from the Coast Guard.  It is our 

number one priority.   

But I know we are here today to talk about Acquisitions.   Let me 

start by thanking you for your stalwart support of this subcommittee 
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for our Service and the accomplishment of our missions.  The 

oversight and advocacy from this Subcommittee have been essential 

to the remarkable progress we have made in our recapitalization 

efforts.    

The Coast Guard remains committed to sustaining our most 

critical front-line operations while funding our most needed 

acquisition projects.  In the current fiscal environment, this 

requires difficult choices.   

With that in mind, we are balancing funding for our 

acquisition projects and operating budget to address our highest 

strategic priorities in the areas we see as greatest risk.    

  Our motivated men and women are already seeing the tangible 

benefits of our capabilities that have been introduced to the fleet 

through our recapitalization program.  A case in point, recently the 

crew of the Coast Guard Cutter BERTHOLF employed a ship-based 
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unmanned aerial vehicle to support the interdiction of a go-fast 

smuggling vessel.  BERTHOLF’s crew orchestrated a seamless aerial 

surveillance that involved MPA fixed-wing aircraft, a Scan Eagle 

UAS, that was undergoing prototype testing, handed off to an armed 

helicopter, who handed off to a Long Range Interceptor, who actually 

did the stop, the arrest, and the interdiction.  We ended up yielding 

600 kilos of virgin cocaine.  This is exactly how the system should 

work and we’re very gratified to see this.   This level of 

interoperability was simply not available with our legacy assets and 

systems. It demonstrates how we apply these updated capabilities to 

defeat threats in the offshore environment.  I would underscore the 

offshore environment is our area of greatest risk.      

A key element of our layered security regime is persistent 

presence in the offshore to deter, detect, interdict, and neutralize 

threats before they reach our shorelines.  Completing acquisition of 

National Security Cutters and development of an affordable Offshore 
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Patrol Cutter fleet are critical to the Coast Guard’s continued ability to 

address threats and protect national interests in the offshore maritime 

environment. Our mission set can be particularly challenging in some 

of the harsh environmental conditions in which we operate.  Often the 

question could be asked—If not the Coast Guard—then who?      

We continue to enhance efficiency across the acquisition 

portfolio, building on our previous experience and incorporating 

lessons learned to minimize risk and maximize affordability in our 

projects.  We have achieved stability in cost and schedule across our 

largest programs, as evidenced by the recent fixed price production 

contract for on 6th National Security Cutter, which was awarded at 

nearly the same amount as NSCs 4 and 5, this underscores the benefits 

of predictable funding and timely contract award.  The on time 

delivery of our 6 Fast Response Cutters, which are already 

successfully in service in the Seventh District, the Miami and 
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Caribbean AOR, is further testament to our focus on implementing 

best practices across our acquisition portfolio. 

In the aviation fleet, we recently accepted the 15th  Maritime 

Patrol Aircraft, the HC-144 – on-budget and on-schedule. We 

continue to sustain and upgrade the legacy rotary-wing fleet with 

critical system enhancements that will equip air crews with the 

capabilities necessary to execute our missions for the next decade 

plus.  Should they become available, we are very excited and poised 

to accept up to 21 C-27J aircraft from the Air Force.  The business 

case for assimilating these aircraft into the Coast Guard inventory is 

strong; with the potential $500 to $800 million in cost avoidance 

depending on how many airframes are made available.   

We recently completed the roll-out of the Rescue 21 

communications system along our Atlantic, Pacific, and Gulf 

coasts as well as the Great Lakes, Hawaii and Puerto Rico, 
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providing digital selective calling and radio signal location 

information for over 41,000 miles of coastline.  We are 

leveraging Rescue 21 capabilities to develop systems 

specifically tailored for the unique requirements of Alaska and 

our inland western rivers system.  The Coast Guard recently 

reached a milestone of 50,000 search and rescue cases using 

Rescue 21 capability. 

We continue to improve and standardize our station boat fleet 

through the delivery of Response Boats-Medium (RB-Ms) and 

Response Boats-Small II (RB-S IIs), and delivery of our new standard 

Over the Horizon IV (OTH-IV) cutter boat as the common boat 

deployed on all cutters larger than the 110-foot patrol boat.  Our 

strategy is to limit our ship-born small boat assets to two, a 7meter 

and 11 meter RHIB, for standardization and universal use across the 

cutter class.     
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I am very proud of the work of our acquisition 

professionals.  They perform hard work, and thankless work 

often, each day to efficiently acquire the assets and capabilities 

we need to serve the Nation.  We continue to work hard to make 

necessary reforms and realize efficiencies within our acquisition 

programs.  Despite the significant challenges, we must continue 

the work we started on acquisition and mission support reform 

and keep our eyes fixed on the horizon.   

Our goal, which we set in 2006, was to become a model 

mid-sized federal agency for acquisition process and results; and 

I truly believe we have achieved that goal.  I believe that, with 

predictable funding, we can acquire these needed capabilities 

efficiently.  Your support and predictable funding of these 

projects is absolutely critical.   
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Clearly, we have to make difficult decisions moving 

forward in this environment.  We will continue to make best use 

of our resources and abilities to provided safe and effective 

conduct of operations the in the areas that we see of greatest risk 

to the nation—to the best of our ability we’ll recapitalize cutters, 

boats and aircraft to address current and emerging threats, 

particularly in the in the area of greatest risk, capabilities wise as 

I said, in offshore environment.   

Thank you again, sir, for the opportunity to testify today, 

and thank you for your steadfast support of our Coast Guard.  I 

look forward to answering your questions. 

 


