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ADMIRAL OWEN W. SILER 

U.S. COAST GUARD 

When he look office ns Corn mnndnnt of the Coast. Gunrd on 1 .Juno 
197-l Admirnl Owen \V. Siler brought to his post, a broad spect l'llm 
of service (•xperiencc which enhanced his unclcrstan(ling of every 
Coast Gnanl mission. H o h;t1l servc<l at :;ea, co1111111mdccl n.ir stations, 
ancl !'el'\'Nl in various a<1111inistmti\"C~ assignments in tlistl'ict offices 
:1ml at CO!lsl. Guard HC'ndquarters. On :1ppointmcnt as rear adntirnl, 
he co1111111u1<lcd the Second Const Guard Dbtrict in St. Louis. 

Admiral :->ile t·'s term of oflke has seen (lr11m11tic operutionnl 111Hl 
regulatory c hn llenges. Those inclucle the im pl emcntn.t ion and en force· 
numt of t lw Fishery Conse rvation nncl (lfan:1.gc111c11t Ad; red<>Ublcd 
oiforts in l'ltvimnnHmttd protection, pnt'licnhn·ly t.hro11gh intprovccl 
oil tanker ~ufcty prognu11s ; :1ncl <l tlrnmnlic increu~ in the interd ic
tion of contmband bejn:,! ::-nrn:rgled into the United State:>. 'l'li~e 

1:hallengcs hnre been mC't cllicicntly nll(l e ffect ively wilh only n minimal 
increase in re:;ources. 

Admiral t:iiler wni; born in Seattll!, ·w ashington, and re:\rcd iii 

~:mm. l\Inri11. Cnlifornin. whe re h~ rci·(•in.>cl nn A.A. Degree from 
·anta ':.\forin .J unior Collt•~c in l!J-tO. I le ~rnduatC<l from the Conio:t 

G uard -~cadcllly with it B.::;. Degree in ~larine Engineering in lD-43. 
H e grad11:1tccl from the Nntionn1 ''rar College in 1967, and enrnerl 
an )1.S. D c1?rce in I1itc1·national ...iJfn i t·s from George Washingl on 
University in 1968. H e ea rned his wings in 1948. H e holds n 11111nhcr 
of iYorlcl Wnr II cnmpnign 111ednJs for rtction in the Bougainvillc 
i1n-asicm 111111 other P acific landings. H e ltolcls the J/eritorious Se1·uice 
.lfedal nncl the Legi011 of .lle1·it J!e.dnl in L'ccognition of his services 
while Commn.nder, Second Coast Gunnl District frorn 1971 to 1974. 
In 1977 he wn!' nwardecl lhe Ooast Gua1•rl Disti11guislted Se1·vice illedal 
nnd the Snuelm·y of 1'rn118JJOl'falio11's . lwal'1l /01· Outstan<ling 
Achievement for hiii ncco111plishments as Co111111~nd1111t. 



SEMPER PARA.TUS 

By 	Francis S. Van Boskerck, Captain, USCG 

1. From Aztec Shore to Arctic Zone, 
To Europe and Far East, 

The Flag is carried by our ships 
In times of war and peace; 

And never have we struck it yet 
In spite of foemen's might, , 

Who cheered our crews and cheered again 
For showing how tO fight. 

CHORUS 

We're always ready for the call, 
We place our trust in thee. 

Through surf and stonn and howling gale, 
High shall our purpose be. 

"Semper Paratus" is our guide 
Our fame, our glory, too, 

To fight to save or fight and die I 
Aye I Coast Guard we are for you. 

2. 	 From North and South and East and West 
The Coast Guard's in the fight. 

Destroying subs and landing troops 
The Axis feels our might. 

For we're the first invaders 
On every .fighting field. 

Afloat, ashore, on men and 	Spars 
You'll find the Coast Guard shield. 

CHORUS 

3. 	 Through howling gale and shot and shell 
To win our victory. 

Semper Parat.us is our guide 
Our pledge, our motto too, 

We're "Always Ready" do 	or die! . 
Aye I Coast Guard We .fight for you 11 

CHORUS 
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CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY 


30 May 1978 


on board USCGC RELIANCE al 


Washington Navy Yard 


SELECTED Music 

U.S. COAST GUARD BAND 


Lieutenant LEWIS J. BUCKLEY, Director 


Arrival of Admiral OwEN W. SILER 


Arrival of Admiral JonN B. HAYES 


Arrival of The Honorable BROCK ADAMS, Secretary of Transportation 


19 GUN SALUTE 


INTRODUCTION 

Vice Admiral ELLIS L. PERRY 


INVOCATION 

Rear Admiral JOHN J. O'CONNOR, CHC, USN 


REMARKS 

Secretary ADAMS 


REMARKS 

Admiral SILER 


19 GUN SALUTE 


ADMINISTRATION OF OATH 

Secretary ADAMS 


19 GuN SALUTE 


REMARKS 

Admiral HAYES 


THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 


BENEDICTION 

Captain ALFRED R. SAEGER JR., CHC, USN 


SELECTED Music 

U.S. COAST GUARD BAND 

CGC RELIANCE and CGC ALERT open for visitors following ceremony 



ADMIRAL JOHN BRIGGS HA YES 

U.S. COAST GUARD 

Ad111irnl ,l olm R. Hu.yes, lGth Co111n1tutcla11t of the Const, Guard, 
has a wide' rn1·iety of e:ixp1n·icnce covering- n. bro111l s pcctrnm of ll!ission 
:treas. 

Dming his more than 32-y<'nrs in the Coast. G nard, Admiml H o.yes 
has S<'l'Vl'd in positions of increasing responsibility both ashorn aml 
afloat. I le has lon:r ~cl'vicc :lt ~a. and has held top adminislratin• 
po:>ts in district. oflicrs :uHl at Const Gun.rel Hcn1lqunrte1~. Tfo com
manded a Coast G1mrd patrol division in co111bat in Southeast. As ia. 
Ailn1il'li l Jfaycs was appointed R ea r Achniml in 1!)73, Sl'l'ving- ns 
Comptroll er of the Coast, (i-uanl until 197fl. Defore ass11111 i11g his 
present, post, he was Commamler of the ovenleenth Coust Gnnrd 
Dist l'ict. .r11 nea u. .Alaska . 

. \ tl111ir:il I fa.yes was 110111i11:tlcd by the Prrsiclrnt to his pn•:-i·nt mnk 
in t-:1rly 1!'178. He. c.:01111wrncls 11pp1·oxirnatrly H,000 Coast. Gua rd 
111 ilitn.r.v arHl ci\·i lian pr1·:.;01111cl statio11c1l in the• (Tnitc1l ;-;tatt•s :ilHI in 
many O\" t' l'Sl':ts locatio11fi. 'L'hr~e pcrton11el 11rn11 it w i1l1· \'il l'i<'ty of ship!<. 
pl1111<.'!". and :"'hore fncili cics. 

A1l111 irnl Haye:; mis bom i11 .famcstown, :\cw York. ancl rccci\·ccl 
his eady 1•1l11cation at Bradford Jiigh School. Brn1lforcl, Pcn11sylrnnia. 
H e is il l !).1Q graclnatc of the Coas t Guarcl Academy, ~cw Lonclou: 
Connc.>d ic11t , with a 8.~. D egree in Engincrring. T he ac1111irnl also 
holds a )f.A. D<.'!!r('C i11 lntrmntio11n l _\ ffnir~ h-0111 Ocol'~(' wn~hington 

Gni ve r:;ity. Ire"wa~ a ~YM'tlecl the Ser.·retm·y of '!'?'{'(ro'U~'.'J ('om111 r•11d1t· 

tio11 _I w1a•r/. 11[ed ul. in 1!>62 for the <levelopmenl, of a long 1·:111gc• pIan 
for rcpliwi n:t agin:?" c11Llc1'S. ~\.s Com manclc1· o f Di,"isio11 T wo of 
Coast G ua rcl Squadron One i11 South Vi<'t na 111, then Co11111111 nclcr 
Hayes wa:-. awarded the l egion of ,lferit wit/i. Combat HT'" for Iii,; 
p::nt in the , preventio11 of infiltration of su pplics i arms a11cl 111cn to 
enemy forces vin. the sen. I-fo l'Cceived two 1mit. awards rind two 
personn.I 1~wanls from the Republic of Viet Na111. In rccoW1ition 
of his services as Chief, Planning :111d Ev:tl11ution Staff, O ftlce of 
B oatin:.r Su fcty , Hayes was awarded the Ooa.rJI Ounrd Oonunendation 
J/erlnl in l!l68. 

Later as. Comptrol leL' of tho Coast Guard he ciu·nt>d the J1/rwitrn-io11s 
Se1·uir)f? .Ifr.dal, nncl, for service tt!i Cornman<lcr. Seventeenth Coast 
Guard D i:lt r ict, he eamc<l a. second nwn rd of the l,egicm of illerit. 



THE OFFICE OF COMMANDANT 


The office of "Com11i:mdant," Like the U.S. Coast Gunnl, has evolved 
through the yeiirs. Although the agency tr:tces its bit-th to A11gnst -l, 
1790, it ·was not until the rnt,h c£mt11ry that the office of "Comnrnnclant" 
became estn,blished "de facto." Beginning in 18!14, c:iptains of the 
Revenue Cutter Service served as "Chief, Division of Revenue Cutter 
Service," when for the first titnt~, there wnf:i a stntutot•y requirement 
thn.t the· head of the i:;ervice he n uniformed officer from its own rnnks. 

'rlrn use of t.he title nJH1 mnk "Captain Cornnrnntla.nt" first occunecl 
in 1908 with the Revenue Cutter Service. It was subsequently formal
ized in the 1015 lcgisln.tion which merged that Service with tlrn Life
Saving Service to form the U.S. Coast Guard. The essence of the 
role und position has been continuous, despite the cha.nges through 
which both the name "Coast Guard" and the title "Commandant" 
have evolved. 

As the Coast Guard's s ize and responsibilities have incrensed, the 
rank of the Cmnrna.ndant has nlso been elcva.ted from that of capt:iin 
to full a.dmim1. The first four stn.r Comrnn.ndant of the Coast Gun.rd 
was Russell R. \Vnesche (lf.l36-19·!6). Following the Second World 
'War the position wa.s reduced to Vice .\llmi11:ll and remained there 
until June 1960 when it was again made u four star position. 

Commandants of the Coast Guard 

Captain Leonard G. Shepard 1889-1891.l 
Captain Charles F. Shoemaker 1895-190i) 
Captain Worth G. Ross 1905-1911 
Commodore Ellsworth P . Bertholf 1911-1919 
Rear Admirn.l William F. R eynolds 1919-1924 
Rear Admiral Frederick C. Billard 1924-1932 
Rear .i\..dmira.l Hurry G. ·Hamlet 1932-1936 
Admiral Russell R. 1'Taesche 193&-1946 
Admiral .Joseph F. Farley 1946-1949 
Vice Admiral Merlin O'Neill 1950-19:'54 
Admiral Alfred C. Richmond 1954-1962 
Admiral Edwin J. Roland 1962-1966 
Admiral Willard J. Smith 1966-1970 
Admiral Chester R. Bender 1970-1974 
i\.dmiral Owen W. Siler 1974-1978 

http:Cornnrnntla.nt
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\.:'..SHil!GTO:I D. C. , May 30- ::rlmfral John B. Hayes ( ...,.,..:'t) hecare the 


16tli Comnandant o:- the U. S • Coast Gu,1yd today, re1icving Admiral Owen 


w. Siler (--ight) , who retired ~.fter 3c; yours of service . Admiral Hayes , 

a 19h6 graduate of tm Co::.st Gm!'d Ac.:udell\Y , was nominated for the top post 

by President Carter 1.'.l!'t ?eb . Ho had bnen serving as Commande"' , 17th Coast 

G11ard District, Juneau, Alaska . 


