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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

TR IS IS TO CERTIF' TllAT 


Tilt. PRESIOE'IT OF TllE U'-ITEO STATES OF AMERICA 

RAS AWARDt:D Tilt: 


COAST GUARD MEDAL 


TO 
'mOKAI J l'L.\l"d....... 


U!'l".IT'f;D8'TA'n_.. t'OA.n6UA•D 

FOR 

.....,.. l&PT'Dl-..a­ ~~-.. ·­. 



CITATIOX TO ACCO)tPA' \ Tflt, A" 'ARO Of' 

TH£ CO..\.cn" (tUARI) \tt:O.\l. 

ro 

THOllA..'t -'• Pll.\..~K.fl 

S.P.Alil\..'i 

~'l'TEDSTATES 00.\.'ITGUARD 

S.•n:w11 '1tA.."KS I• dted (Or e.a:traordi.n&l'J' IMrolMlloaItOnobtr l"l •hl'9 MM-.u • l'Qlt_im.be_r olth rHrU4I 

l41•m .. b>Mrd CGC TAllAROA durin1 the d•rin.1 niKUe of fowr 1un-IYOr• from •n Air N•tion.al Goanl C,A.'\G) H~ 
H hellc:opl4r In •h.•t ~a.11111 knowo ••-The Perffft Storm... The A1'0 H-'O wu (Of"(»d to die.ch beau• It eoukl 
not ,..l\ltl tr-om• C.110 ta.nker du.e to the Ylohnt turbule•ff t911..d by the • 0"' •uther l n mo.-e than IM 7ura. 
\\'btn • Uf-K'O 1t..at' htillcopter «Maid not hobt the A.NO ~niw bftuuM lhe (~ of the wind ••• 90 atron1 the 
IHl•ket did not IO down lO the water, but went almost 1tral.ht bll4'k Into the tall rolof', the TAMAROA~,,,. 
their only hope. Se•man PRANKS YOlunteered t0 be a n'lfmber ofthe Necue tea.m kaowl.n1 the pim fact that h • 
could lOM hi• own life I( he wa1 walled overbo..rd, M th• Ma• towered •hove I.he bridp o(the TA..\IAROA and 
t h • weather buO)'I ...ported wave helehta ol 104! (eet, th• TAMAROA did not h• v• enou&h power to ftC'ht the 
MOrm and n...ke a c.-ontrolkd •PPl'091Cb to tha me.n 111 the watar. lly turnln1 beam to the eeu and ulio1 tllelr 
power, th• TAMAROA wu able to approach tM ANG 4'NW, but at a co.e. or tal&Jn.1 ~• .,... rolll. The NIC'u• 
tHm C"OUld ~ •wn walk out to the bow; U..7 tt11w'-d Oft their h.aDda aad Ii.AMI. for almo.t two boun. SHman 
PRASQ and lb. ..U..r1 heW their t.tt.th. a1 the)' were C!Oft.'lp!.M I.)' Mbl'llitrpd la M-d•P'ff: wa""-r u the wa"1 
c:nahed Oii dMk. \\itb aa lacnd.lbM dispa.,. olteamw<N'k. all h.f"ivon• •re _.,--4 l:n • C!9J"IO net a,o4 Mllil.W 
a•r4 the TAMAJlOA. tr S...U... P'RA.''llS Md DOI ri1:kM "I• Ht1 4 11rfn.1 the wont -- o( t.M eit:aUU'J', tllM 
..,,..Ivon ol tM A.'0 H• woutd ~ laaY9 4i.4. Ill• t!O'l,.. u4 dfo'W"Ot.Jo.a lO dvf.J' Ar« llONI. lilMrtily 
eoowwww....... and are I• breplas wit.II OM hi.PNC tndfUO..ol t.llM U•ltM State.I c..,.O......_ 

http:C!Oft.'lp!.MI
http:kaowl.n1
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