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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
HAS AWARDED THE

COAST GUARD MEDAL

Ty
THOMAS J. FILAKES
HEAM AN
UNITED STATIS COAST GiARD
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE COAST GUARD MEDAI
T
THOMAS J. FRANKS
SEAMAN
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

Heaman FRANKS s clied for extraordinary herotem on 30 October 19781 while serving as a member of the rescus
team on board COC TAMAROA during the daring rescus of four survivers from an Alr Sational Guoard (ANG) H-
B0 helicopter in what becanmse known as “The Perfect Storm™ The ANG H-80 was forced o ditch because it could
nol relfuel from s C-130 tanker due (o the vislent tarbulones caused hy the worst weather in more than 100 years
When a USCO H-AF belicopier could not hoist the ANG crew because the foree of the wind was so strong the
basket did not go down o the water;, but went almost stralght back into the tall rotor; the TAMAROA becamas
thalr anly hope, Seaman FEANKS volunteered to be a member of the rescus toam knowing the grim fact that he
eould lose his own LHfe IFf he was washed overboard. As the seas towored above the bridge of the TAMAROA and
the wonther buoys reporied wave heighis of 100 fest, the TAMAROA did not have enough power 1o fight the
slorm and make a conirolled approach to the men in the water. Hy turning beam to the seas and using their
power, ithe TAMAROA was able to approach the ANG crew, bul st & cosl of taking 38-degree rolls. The rescue
team could pol even walk oul to the bow; they crawled on itheir hands and kners. For almost iwoe hours, Seaman
FRANKS and ihe oihers held their breath, as they were complotely submerged in M-degree water as the waves
crashed on deck. With an incredible displsy of teamwork. all sarvivoars were snag@ed in & cargo pet and hauled
aboard the TAMAROA. If Seaman FREANEKES had nod riskhed his life during the worsi storm of the century, the
survivars of the ANG H-80 would certainly have died. His courage and devotion o duty are most heartily
commmended and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard,
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