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Left to right:

C. T. Thrun, CMAA C. E. Sugden, 2nd Lt. (Eng) W. R. Malew, Cox'n

J. F. Powers, Oiler 1st Cl. E. A. Coffin, 2nd Lt. J. Myers, Surfman

L. C. White, Ship's Writer S. V. Parker, 1lst Lt. J. Medusky, Asst. MAA
C. Griffin, MAA P. B. Eaton, 2nd Lt. (Eng) R, F. Gillis, Signal QM
John Wicks, Surfman E. F. Stone, 3rd Lt. W. S. Anderson, Surman

Robert Donohue, 3rd Lt. Ora Young, Surfman No. 1 L. M. Melka, Signal Q.M.



s et e e

OFRIe

o

TIIL 5 THUNT T RN T2 T T OJ«
F DIYIZION

& " VERS
20591

o




<

o
COUNILY vnnnnnaordnee, iy o PR

W

Townshipu. QL. QW %"' [i g:) or Borough w ......... 7 @ TRy Zz_.
cityUeR.aCnGe. ALX. Statbion. WNo LA .. 4oLz it . C Ward
}I (If death occurred in a hospital or Ipstitution give A
2 FULL NAME : 4 N M
S last .
e, Thrun. Gharles T, (Sth Ry 7%

3 Residence. Nowrw ol 1 WA NS00 AY.E 0rtumervmrscessssStoernsssne Ward A

(Usual place of abode; in institutions, homes, etc., former residence should be stated.) (If non-resident. givgfacity, YWwyl and te.)
Longth of residence in city or town where death occurred yrs. mos. days. How long in U, 8., if of foreign birth? Besp 8. days.
.

\
a ve g-war?.

PHYSICIANS should state CAUSE OF DEATH Iin plain term

MARGIN RESERVED FOR BINDING

PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
4 SE 5 COLOR OR 6 Single, M ied, Widowed .
x c RACE | F Divoreed qwrite the word) | 17 DATE OF DEATH January 19th 1955
M Yhite iarried 18 | HEREBY CERTIFY, That I XXeMaeX deceased from
7 It married, widowed or divorced : Jan.. . 19th 19, 35t0 viewed 19.uieeene
'('Lg)s%'gg g; I last saw h alive on 19........, death is
(Give full maiden mamo) Jffonia, M., Selig said to'have occurred on the date stated above, at...we. m,
8 DATE OF BIRTH _ : The principal cause.- of death and related causes of | Bate of
. (momth, day und yar) March 2 1886 importance in order of onset were as follows: D:::e:f
9AGE  Years | Months | Days |If Less Hes: | Drowned...his.plagk.fell. from ~
Th .
. o1 air.on.Harbor. an. turned over
48 10 17 One Day Min. - eoesasesesces o d sa0seesseess: n"unln.-unnnu""l.l reesstssancsacseacne
2 | Trade. profession, or partioular , He.was.held. under. water. untill .. .
nd of work done, as spinner, . :
P sawyer, bookkeeper, etc........me.Q.p.la‘zl.e....x’.l.la.:t deaadn .
< Industry or business in which N
o work was done, as silk mill, U [ C G Contributory causes of importance not related to
=1 saw mill, bank, etc X > ) 2 f principal cause:
8 Daf{ﬁ decea.setz la.si‘i worked a..ti Total titmie (t:{le_ars) . A
8 occu an spent in this . .
o year) T}Tg?g]gl : occupation
11 BIRTHPLACE (clty or town)n.0.1840..0hi0 A
(State or country) Name of operation v Date of,
12 NAME Carl Thrun ’ : : ‘What test confirmed diagnosis?
- = 1 a Was there an autopsy?..;Q
2 Lne . Larn If death was due to external causes (violence) fill in also the
13 BIR%‘SI:%:L:%“‘(;?y or town) oo following Date of
Accident, suicide, or homicide? injury. 19..eecees

14 MAIDEN NAME {Jnknown Where did injury occur?

c (Specify city or town, county, and State)
13a BIRTHPLACE (city or town) CARANY. Specify whether Injury occurred in industry, in home, or in
(State or country) . public place.

MOTHER| FATHER

15 SIGNATURE OF -+ ;
INFORMANT F.{;J,eut-FAR-Burke

P M r of injury
(Address)  J,5,0.G, Sta.C D m::;: :f injury

20 P . ,
remation of §S£Jv"a‘rAt‘lln3tonNatCemtyq Was disease or injury in any way related to occupation of

DATEY. 20 080.....19..0.D Virginia. deceased?

N, B—~WRITE. PLAINLY, WITH UNFADING INK—THIS IS A PERMANENT RECORD. Every item of information sh

bs carefully supplied. AGE should be stated EXACTLY.
that it may be propenly classified. Exact statememt of occupation is very important.

se. No. [|If so, specify

21 FUNERAL ..Ea.rl...Hg.lling.sead.......ff%i&?} 4.

DI&EEE’?R -Cap e Ma.y , Ne Je (sagnea)....Laaming...J......Handa.ﬂ.o.r.one.m.m. :

(Addreas) Cape Id‘aa“f;RoDa N‘A ‘T.

18 RECEIVED..N. 3Kkt 10.2.0 .T..Lae.i..Lemmpn..

ooal Reglatrar.

L S R T T T i T T N R S P




....................

Wtl . A

sqneLalll.

p&ﬂaﬁ.&&.‘

TAMOREHFAD

-----------

it .Chief Gunnep

...............................

i 824255

GO, | iy

......

...............

.......................

R i L LT

................

................................

e i
g




e e

R

e T e e T

Er————

.

5"

“cor

J’/

@Wm B FLIGH? REPORT . COAST GUARD AXR STATION,
. - . o - CAPE MAY, WEW JERSEY.

FLIGHT NO: gty - o | .
17 _ , : .

L .

PIROT o i, | qusvmua

29 3T

WEKTHER 4.\ 30 W,;l 5 VISIBILITY 3~ .

TOTAL TIME IN AIR . HRS, 1~ MiNS, NIIES CRUISED -

AREA COVERED o o SQ.MILES ~ VESSELS IDENTIFIED o i
T RS : <
PLANE LIFT i 4" THE 36 -

ST
"
\-

 INTERMEDT ATE i.l‘ﬁz THG

FINAL TATDINGY L TIME g
p - T
DIFFICUL‘I‘IES
' MISZioN: To e w Bl agl 232, ponorted M mike
SUE nter Coowter 34 ‘?u‘; %‘.3 ,Wla | o
R, Uoon reburn by ALy HLT i iy the ondy oilol at Vops
tay on tide \3..?,9, mtiliel '.iv”-w cu. Tt Tank 0N &g mﬁ» 3
K?g ﬁ‘o !g!ﬁU J’,,@S,, 7’vu" &‘.\h Jv'\}. % [ .i:‘r'f?"x,(:” M;‘ S
clogs uy 757 N ‘""‘L wRy gt . ;
wkm e esndition of gen, and proded el af Sl ki
st Of’i‘ aond woaturn m Up Yoy alb SIS b fn O a,.,, havdr,
, oo Baks ol e ks ¥ 4.'1'65‘0» vand ab I ninvndg,  Inoi
&t (o07uay ob 1740
¥iloits Boooriens  Hoon erzioetlon of A ;m u% tor £ -:--1,":. tha f.mh fimf- . o LR
i’a i Alout 1Y sranre Dob of B deeer merieo of the ¥ m%a%mz*
ek I sb the strad £itting wisdivu. A f.urf‘f ef rivsts Lmn'“
umuexl in on 2isht sido w&w« n oW d ,Y;? and FEYaE '
whidonde  Front eoer balihu ;s' 10 a“ of Tivety s;r !
:}x smetion of e Bulihend sl o) b.."'"ffz Eyee
gond beliskend dlotwd and Wunts 0” tdl dished aad bt in o ) Ratanlo
ﬁo '?0 &tt?'fi.?(}, “’“ﬁ?ﬁptg ; ‘. ) : ‘:':.
foorovedt Co Ty Thrun, PLEDE T AmndTe LT e
’ Larweading & S~ K
Crapasnededy @ meveds e



~

was Chiaf, Hfiv-Sog
Officer, Chiel, Personnel U er, at Headquarters,

T ¢ Juna 1, 1946, died &pril &, 1964
Seeond Liaue, €, B, Supden, who vetirad a Captsin on August 1, 19463
Sseond Lieut. e . Goffin, who waiived a Rear Admival om Apeil 1, 19303
First Lieue, 8. V. Pavker, who retived ae Viee Admiral Sept. 1, 1947

ED

Second Lieut. Po B, Baton, whoe becems R2er Adnizal and and Assistant
. Fagineer~in-Chief st Headquarters, retired Aug. 31,
1946, dled Hay 18, 19383
¥Phird Lieut. T. ¥. @ne, designated Coast Suard Aviator Ne. ! who
in 1919 made history as pilot of the Navy Seaplanme
NC4H fhat made the Firsy sians-Atlantic crossing,
: “dled May 20, 1936.
s ira )
Wa )

Y who later taft the Sarvica:

atirad as a Lizut. Commander;




From: Public Relations Division
U. S. Coast Guard Headquarters
Washington, D. C,

CHIEF GUNNER CHARIES THEODORE THRUN, USCG (Deceased )

Charles Theodore Thrun of the U. S. Coast Guard died from drowning in
a plane crash while on active duty'ln January, 1935, at Cape May,

New Jersey. He was born 2 March, 1886, at Toledo, Ohio, the son of the
late Carl H, and Evelyn Thrun.

He enlisted 5 May, 1908 as an ordinary seaman and advanced in rating
as follows: seaman, 1 Vovember 1908; quartermaster, 16 July, 1909;
master-at-arms, 23 March, 1911. He remalned in the latter rating until
1917 when he was appointed Warrant Gunner,

He qualified as a Naval Aviator and Coast Guard Aviator (seaplane) on

8 June, 1918, and served on board the USS HUNTINGTON during World War I.
In recognition of this service he was awarded the Victory Medal with
Aviation Clasp.

During the years 1920 and 1921 he was assigned to the Coast Guard Air
Station at lorehead, North Carolina, and from January, 1922 until
_November, 192 he served on board the cutters PAMLICO, YANMACRAW and

MODOC. From that time until his death he was asqlgned to aviation duty at
the Coast Guard Section Base, Fort Iauderdale, Florida, and the Coast Guard
Air Stations at Miami, Florida, and Cape May, New Jersey.

After receiving the appointment of Gunner (warrant) 1 December, 1917, he
was commissioned a Chief Gunner on 29 September, 192,

He was married to Mona Selig Bigelow, 1 October, 192L, and a daughter,
Mona Saunders Thrun,was born to them on 12 October, 1933.

2L May, 19L5
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Seething Seas

The vessel now quivered from stem
to stern by the impact of tons of white
seething seas, as she lay in this helpless
position, until following seas lifted her
off the outer bar into deep water—only
to be forced along inshore and on to the
inner shoal. In the meantime, the crew,
realizing their impending danger, had
taken to the rigging, but their position
was such, that the now giant combers
smashing against the side of the stricken
craft, with her masts swaying drunken-
1y, they were fearful of being washed
overboard, and began to make their way
down to the now sharply listed deck to

seek refuge in the shelter of the pilot

house, where one of the crew hugged
their mascot “Buddy” a little mongrel
bup.

: In Grave Danger

Both vessel and crew were now in a
very dangerous plight, but filled with
hope by the presence of the Coast Guard
directly opposite on the beach—whose
faint flare of lights shone through the
flying spray—assured them of safety if
humanly possible. During this time Mr.
Daniels and his crew were battling with
the mighty breakers to launch their life-
boat, and were successful in getting over
the first line of breakers. Cautiously
working the lifeboat through head-on
seas, they managed to get within hailing
distance of the helpless schooner and her
crew, to assure them of taking them off,
but the odds were all against them when
Old Lady Nature and Old Father Nep-
tune working hand in hand, sent in an
unusually mighty comber that caught
the lifeboat in its clutches and hurled it
inshore—throwing out the entire crew
who were fortunate to crawl up the
beach out of any further danger,
drenched with the icy waters. On their
feet again, and after righting their life-
boat and putting it in ship-shape, anoth-
er attempt was made to put off to the
stranded vessel, but it appeared that the
unruly seas, gale and darkness, would
not permit a rescue by lifeboat.

Almost Overboard

‘While this gallant fight was being
made by the Coast Guard, Capt. Hickey
—in an attempt to obtain some personal
affects from another part of the ship—
was caught by a snarling green sea that
swept him off his feet—and as he rolled
over the lee rail he managed to grasp a
rope that enabled him to haul himself
on board again. The Coast Guard crew
had been busy rigging up their breeches
buoy, in preparation to shooting a line
over the now bhadly wrecked schooner,
and:

While angry seas swept o’er the ship,
Seven men, with all their strength did cling,

Fearful of frigid cold their hold might slip,
To sever the hope of what dawn would bring.

Perhaps one can picture the plight of
these men' huddled together in the lee
of the small pilot house, which fortunate-
1y had not been swept away by the heavy
seas smashing broadside against the ves-
sel, throwing tons of water clear over
them as the ship lay on its side rolling
back and forth with every heave of the
sea. Creaking and straining timbers,
hatch covers swept away, and slimy fish
slattering around their feet, while they
stood shivering in the bitter cold trying
to p'erce the black gulf of night that lay
between them and the faintly moving
lights of the Coast Guards on shore, with
a gale of wind behind them and the

(Concluded on Page 37)

GONE WEST

So Thrun, old boy, your cruise is done,
No more yow'll chart the blue.

You gambled Fate and Fate has won,
As Fate must always do.

You died while on the wing, old chap,
And though we cannot Inow,

We think that, after all, mayhap,
You would have wished it so.

Chief Gunner Charles T. Thrun, U. S.
C. G., attached to the (Cape May Air Sta-
tion, was killed when his plane nose
dived at Cape May. Aviation Motor Ma-
chinist’s Mate Kermit Parker, the only
other occupant of the plane escaped with
a shock. Mr. Thrun’s body was removed
from the plane by Lieutenant R. L.
Burke, who dived down in the icy water
for that purpose. The body had been
immersed about one-half. hour. Every
effort was made to resuscitate Gunner
Thrun but after 7% hours he was pro-
mounced dead. Burial was held at Ar-
lington with full military honors on Jan-
uary 24. Secretary Morgenthau and the
Commandant sent a message of sympathy
to the widow.

'Chief Gunner Thrun was a highly cap-
able and devoted officer. He was born
at Toledo, Ohio on March 2, 1886 and
entered the Coast ‘Guard on May 5, 1908.
He was in the aviation branch of the
IService for 15 years. He reported at the
Naval Air Station at Pensacola on No-
vember 6, 1918 and in the following year
was detailed to the ISubchaser Patrol at
Key West. In March, (1920, he was at-
tached to the ICoast Guard Aviation ‘Sta-
tion at Morehead City, North Carolina,
and except for service on the PAMLICO,
YAMAICRAW and MODOIC, from 1921 to
1923, he served almost continuously in
the aviation branch. On June 23, 1932,
he was commended by the Commandant
for making a flight, under adverse con-
ditions, in a seaplane CG-28, with Dr.
Hughes, Medical Officer of the Air Sta-
tion at Cape May, to the steamship SAN
ANTONTIO off Tenwick Tightvessel. Dr.
Hughes rendered medical treatment to
a sick member of the erew, undoubtedly
saving the man’s life.

'Chief Gunner Thrun is survived by his
wife, Mrs. Mona Thrun, and one daugh-
ter.
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