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John P. Greathouse, ADCMP=-AP, the last remaining enlisted Coast Guard

Chief Aviation Pilet, prepares to take off in a helicopter from Coast Guard

Air Station, Elizabeth City, N C, He pauses in the doorway to gesture he

hopes for no repeat of the time he had to bail out of a helicopter with engine

frouble over Philadelphis in 1945,
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John P, Greathouse, Master Chief Aviation Machinist's Mate and the
®last remaining enlisted Coast Guard Chief Aviation Pilot from World War IT,
checks the controls of an HU=-16E "Albatross™ plane at Coast Guard Air Station%
Elizabeth City, N, Co Greathouse, who has a record of well over 12,000 flight
hours which no other Coast Guard aviator has reached, has spent most of his
flying time in the HU=-16E, Greathouse has instructed numerous junior aviztors

in the handling of the aircraft. ¢
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Blizabeth City, Ne Co, Oc@gber 17, 197h=-

Master Chief Petty Officer John Pershing Greathouse, 55, last remaining
enlisted Coast Guard Aviation Pilot, who has instructed junior aviators for
31 years, re-enlists for another three=years! hitch. Administering the oath .
is Captain T, Ho Rutledge, USCG, Commanding Officer of Qoast Guard Air
Station, Elizabeth City, N. C,, where Greathouse is stationed.

One of a rare breed of Chief Aviation Machinist's MatenAviation Pilots
of World War II, Greathouse passed his own record of 12,000 flight hours in
the spring of 1973, Prior to that he was the first pilet to achiewe 10,000
hours of flight timo, which no other Coast Guard aviator has yet reached and
probably never will, |

A native of Wills Point, Van Zandt County, Texas, Greathouse entered
Coast Guard boot training in October 1941, and as a Seaman first served at
Fort Point ILifeboat Station, Califs, A year latery; he entered flight training
and graduated as Chief Aviation Pilct from the Naval Aviation Training Center,
Pensacola, Flas, in August 1943, during World War II, Not since the war have
enlisted men been trained as pilots, Beside Greathouse, only two others in
the Navy remain of that rate,

Greathouse served at various Coast Guard Air Stations, with more than one
tour spent at Elizabeth City, He has held commissions on two occasions but
had to revert to enlisted status for budgetary reasons, In addition to teaching
Juhior pilots, he has piloted aircraft on rescue missions and lately on pollution
patrols, He has a Coast Guard Commendation Medal for duty as Aircraft Commander
of en HU-168 out of Port Angeles, Wash., that located a lost vessel and directed
rescus operations on June 1, 1962, ,

Greathouse and his wife Doris, with their two daughters and two sons,
presently live at 312 West Church St., Elizabeth City, N, C,
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John Py Greathouse, Master Chief'Aviatien Machinist's Mate and the
last remaining enlisted Coast Guard Chief Aviation Pilot, checks over an
HU=16E "Albatross® amphibian plane at Coast Guard Air Station, Elizabeth City,

No Cs Greathouse has spent most of his flying time in the "Albatrossd
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John Pe Greathouse, Master Chief Aviation Machinist's Mate and the
last remaining enlisted Coast Guard Chief Aviaticn Pilot, checks over an
HU=16E "Albatross® amphibian plane at Coast Guard Air Station, Elizabeth City,
Ne Ce¢ Greathouse has spent most of his flying time in the "Albatrossd
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BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT

DEPARTMENT OF \

. 1. Prepare in triplicate elther-by typewriter or print. REPORTS CONTRO MBO
LT; RQN(S;EQIS{IF ?}’{JIESD 2. Send original and one copy to District Pnbflf: Information Officer it =
Ci]--'i(}S‘i (Rev. 10-76) for review and forwarding of original to Commandant (G-APA 83) G-APA-8003

3. Retain one copy for your filea.

TO

; PA/S3 DATE
NAME (Laat, first, mlddle) RANK/RATE (USCG or USCGR)
GREATHOUSE, JOHN PERSHING ADCMPP USCG
PRESENT STATION DATE REPORTED DUTIES ASSIGHNED
o e
MOBILE, AL 12-30-74
HOME ADDRESS DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH
215 SUNSET BLVD
BILOXI MS 39531 11-23-18 WILLS POINT, TEXAS
DATE ENTERED COAST GUAR PLACE OF ENTRY RANK/RATE AT TIME OF
ENTRY
10-10-1941 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA SA
FAMILY (If more apace is needed, use '"Remarkas.’’)
NAME DATE OF BIRTH ADDRESS
FATHER
JONH GREATHOUSE ) DECEASED
MOTHER :
LELIA B, JACOBS DECEASED
SFPOUSE (Maiden name)
215 SUNSET BLVD.
TERRE JO GREATHOUSE 2-16- 52 MOBILE TFL. 36608
é JOHN P, GREATHOUSE 12-22-56 211 VINE ST. BILOXI MS, 39531
c d
Y
g GINA F. Greathouse 3-13-59 LAURAL, MS
215 SUNSET BLVD,
JAMES E, GREATHOUSE 12-17-60 BILOXI MS 39531
HOMETOWN DF SPOUSE DATE OF MARRIAGE SCHOOL OF SPOUSE
MIAMI, FLORIDA 10-10-49 Miami Edison, Maimi Fla,
EDUCATION (List in order: elementary, high school and college/university.)
NAME OF SCHOOL LOCATION DATE GRADUATED| DEGREE
BOLES QUINLAN ,TEXAS 5-27-1938] -
ABILINE CHRISTAIN COLLEGE | ABILINE, TEXAS & Lyr.
TEXAS A&M COLLEGE COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS S lyr.
NAVAL FLIGHT TRAINING PENSACOLA, FLA, 8-6-1943 -
CA HELICOPTER FLOYD BENNETT, FIELD, NY 2-2-1945 -
COAST GIIARD ACADEMY NEW T.ONDON, CONN 5-16-1947 -

ATHLETIC AND EXTRA-CURRICUL AM DISTINCTIONS

BASKETBALL, BASEBALL TRACK

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS MEMBERSHIP I
ELKS,VFW, SILVER EAGLES, COAST GUARD ENLISTED PILOTS ASSOC. IN.
THE ANCIENT ORDER OF THE PTERODACTYL, CHURCH OF CHRIST

BATTLES, CAMPAIGNS, OR WAR RECORD

FLEW ANTI-SUB7HRINE PATROLS OUT OF SAN FRANCISCO FOR ABOUT 500 MILES OFF SHORE.

DECORATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, OR OTHER SPECIAL SERVICE DISTINCTIONS

SHERDUAN CAARBA1cRCASIRR 1 E WRE T Fr C BRED WRR Y5 F 2T orY

AL DEFENSE SERVICE CG UNIT C
COAST GUARD PROMOTION RECORD (Indicate rank/rate and dates ol promotion.)

SA 10-10-41-52C 1-10-42-S1C~-5-10-4~~AP1 6 AUG, 1943
Ensign- 1-1-44-CAP-8-15-46-ENSIGN 1-15-47-CAP-10-1-47
ADCAP 4-2-42-ADCSAP-7-1-59 ADCMAP- 7-1-61

PREWVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE . G PO 960-032
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(Start with time you became fully self-eupporting and list in order Jobs and service assignments to present. Include Coast Guard aselgnments,
servige In other Armed Forces or Marchant Marine, lsting shipa or stations by name and clvilian employment. Omit aseignments of lesa than alx

CHRONOLOGY OF ACTIVITIES

montha" duration unless particularly aigniticant.)

DATE (Mo. & Yr.)

NAME AND LOCATION OF UNIT OR FIRM

POSITION OR BILLET
(Indicate title of principal duty.)

FROM TO
6-38 9-38 Texas Power & Light, Terrel, Tx| Installing Telephone Poles
3-39 9-39 American Potash & Chemical Worh%ng %n PEoduction
partmen
6-40 10-41 Corp. Trona Calif.
10-4] 11-41 Boot School- Port Towensend, WA Boot School
11-41 12-41 Capt. of Port, Treasure is,, Caljif. Seamen
12-4] 10-42 Ft. Point LBS, San Francisco, C4l Seamen
10-42 3-43 Grosse Fle, Mich. Primary Flight Training
4-43 8§-43 Naval Flight School, Pensacola Flight Training
8-43 9-46 CGAS, San Francisco, Cal. Pilot Assist. Operations
10-46 7-47 CGAF, Mayport, Fl. Pilot or Dance Officer
8-47 9-48 CGAS, Maimi, FL, Aerology Officer, P.W. Assist.
10-48 3-50 Rotary Wing Devolopmrnt, ELLZ, (ity Pilot Supply
3-50 9-51 CGAS, Elizabeth City, NC Pilot Ops. Yeoman
10-51 9-53 CGAD, Guan, M.I. Pilot Supply
10-53 4-52 CGAD, Biloxi. MS Pilot Assitant Ops. Yeoman
5-56 12-57 CGAD, Kodiak, Ala. Pilot Assistant Ops.
1-58 8-50 CGAS, San Diego Cal. Pilot Assistant Ops.
9-60 8-64 CGAS, Port Angeles, Wash. Pilot Assist. Ops. Navigation
9-64 12-66 CGAD, Biloxi, MS Pilot Assist., Ops. Navigation
12-66 4-69 Atc. Mobile, Ala. Pilot Nav. Sarcenter Supervisgd
4-69 12-74 CGAS Elizabeth City NC,. Pilot Navigation
1-75 2-79 ATC, Mobile Al, Pilot, Sar Air Crewing Ops. Njv.

REMARKS (List general €Community activities, relatives in service, distinguish :d relatives, or other information you consider newsworthy.
Attach additional sheets if needed. [f you have extra clippings of interssting news items that have been printed conceming you, refer to them
here and attach.)

I normally did not have enough time to engage in community as most of my time was

in 3 section Liberty and one day I would standby and they would call me on the 3rd

day,

Brother Retired U.S. Army

Daughter 1st LT. U.S. Army Reserve, and going to Anesthetist School

Too numerous to attach clippings

James V. Allred Former Governor of Texas and Federal Judge
A cousin

In accordance with 5 USC 552a(e) (3} , the follo ving information is provided to you when supplying personal information to the U. S. Coast Guard,
|. AUTHORITY which authorized the solicita ion of the information:

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT

14 USC SEC 632.

2. PRINCIPAL PURPOSE(S) for which information is intended to be used: Publicity.

3. THE ROUTINE USES which may be made of the information: Publicity and Promotion.

4. Whether or not DISCLOSURE of such information |s mandatory or voluntary (Required by law or optional) and the effects on the individual, if
any, of not providing all or any part of the requested information: Disclosure of this. information is voluntary and would have no efféect on

individual.
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I - PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT

in accordance with 5 USC 552a(e) (3) . the fli> sing information is provided 1o you when sUpplying personal information to the U. S.
. AUTHORITY which authorized the solicit~ ion of the information: 14 USC SEC 632.

Ceast Guard.

2. PRINCIPAL PURPOSE(S) for which information is intended to be used: Publigity.

3. THE ROUTINE USES which may be made of the information: Publicity and Promotion.

4. Vhether or not DISCLOSURE of such information is mandatary or voluntary (Required by law or optional) and the effects on the individual, if

any, of not proviging all or any part of the requested information: Disclosure of this infarmation is voluatary and would have no cifect on
individual, y
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ADCMAP JOHN GREATHOUSE
U. 8. COAST GUARD

The last remaining Coast Guard enlisted pilot, Master Chief Aviation
Machinist Mate John Pershing Greathouse, will retire February, 1979.

He was born in Wills Point, Texas in 1918, John Greathouse joined
the Coast Guard in 1941 in ILos Angeles. He attended training at Port
Townsend, Washington. .

As a seaman, he served at Captain of the Port at Treasure Island,
California and at Fort Point Lifeboat Station in San Francisco.

He began Flight training in 1942 at Grosse Island, Michigan. A
year later, he was sent to Pensacola, Florida for further training.

His first assigmrent as pilot also entailed duties as assistant
operations officer at Coast Guard Ailr Station San Francisco. In 1946,
he flew and acted as ordnance officer at Coast Guard Air Field Mayport,
Florida. He served as pilot in Florida again in 1947 at Coast Guard Air
Station Miami and also as Aerology officer.

He then spent three years in Elizabeth City as pilot and supply
officer for the Rotary Wing Develorment Center and at the air station as
pllot and operations yecman.

He served as pilot and toock on additional duties as assistant
operations officer, navigator.and supply officer at Coast Guard Air
Detachment Guam, Coast Guard Air Detachment Biloxi, Coast Guard Ailr
Detachment Kodiak, Coast Guard Air Station San Diego, and Coast Guard
Air Station Port Angeles, Vashington.

He became Search And Rescue Center Supervisor at Aviation Training
Center, Mobile, Alabama in 1966. He went back to Elizabeth City as
pilot and navigator three years later before returning to Mobile.

At the training Center now, he has sexved as pilot and Search and
Rescue air crewman trainer.

Chief Greathouse resides in Biloxi, !Mississippi with his wife, the
former Doris R. Faye, of Miami, Florida.

He has been decorated with the Coast Guard Ccomendation Medal, the
American Campaign Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific !4 » the World War II
Victory Medal, the National Defense Medal and the Coast Guard Unit
Commendation Medal.

{more)




Chief Greathcuse was bestowed the honorable standing "Ancient
Albatross” on June 30, 1977. MHe was designated Coast Guard aviator
nuber 334 on August 6, 1943. The honor is held by the Coast Guard
aviator on active duty who has held the designation of aviator for the

longest time. 5 /j/ 7«;7
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Flizabeth City, N, Cs, OcOsber 17, 197h~~

Master Chief Petty Officer John Pershing Greathouse, 55, last remaining
enlisted Coast Guard Aviation Pilot, who has instructed junior aviators for
31 years, re=enlists for another three-years! hitch. Administering the oath
is Captain Te H, Rutledge, USCG, Commanding Officer of Coast Guard Air
Station, Elizabeth City, N. C,, where Greathouse is stationed,

One of a rare breed of Chief Aviation Machinist's Mate-Aviation Pilots
of World Var II, Greathouss passed his own record of 12,000 flight hours in
the spring of 1973. Prior to that he was the first pilet to achieve 10,000
hours of fl1ight time, which no other Coast Cuard aviater has yet reached and
probably never will,

A native of Wills Point, Van Zandt County, Texas, Greathouse entered
Coaat Guard boot training in October 1541, and as a Seamsn first served at
Fort Point Iifeboat Station, Calif, A year later, he entered flight training
and graduated as Chief Aviation Pilot from the Naval Aviation Training Center,
Pensacola, Fla,, in August 1943, during World War II, Not since the war have
enlisted men been trained as pilots, Beside Greathouse, only two others in
the Navy remain of that rate,

Greathouse served at various Coast Guard Air Stations, with more than one
tour spent at Elizabeth City, He has held commissions on two occasions but
had to revert to enlisted status for budgetary reasons, In addition to teaching
Junior pilots, he has piloted aircraft on rescue missions and lately on pollution
patrols, He has a Coast Guard Commendation Medal for duty as Aircraft Commander
of an HU=168B out of Port Angeles, Wash,, that located a lest vessel and directed
rescus operations on June 1, 1962,

Greathouse and his wife Doris, with their two daughters and two sons,
presently live at 312 West Church St., Elizabeth City, No C. -

#
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John P, Oreathouse, ADCMP-AP, the last remaining enlisted Coast Guard
Chief Aviation Pilot, prepares to take off in a helicopter from Coast Guard
Air Station, Elizabeth City, N, C. He pauses in the doorway to gesture he
hopes for no repeat of the time he had to bail out of a helicopter with engine
fjrouble over Philadelphia in 1945,

John P, Oreathouse, Master Chief Aviation Machinist's Mate and the
last remaining enlisted Coast Guard Chief Aviation Pilot, checks over an
HU-16E "Albatross® amphibian plane at Coast Cuard Air Station, Elizabeth City,
N. Co Greathouse has spent mest of his flying time in the "Albatrossf

Jom P, Greathouse, Master Chief Aviation Machinist's Mate and the
last remaining enlisted Coast Guard Chief Aviation Pilet from World War II,
checks the controls of an HU-16E "Albatross" plane at Coast Cuard Air Statiom,
Elizabeth City, N, C, Greathouse, who has a record of well over 12,000 flight
hours which no other Coast Guard aviator has reached, has spent most of his
flying time in the HU-18E, Greathouse has instructed numerous junior aviators
in the handling of the aireraft,
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s In v!ew-ol hundredso( n-ighbened‘
spellbogspectato : & Coast Guard.
helroop up!oded-lnamld.alr_ye&-
terdax. a.gwtemoon shortly.al(er Ashe |
pilot-baﬂed -out.to land fn' a tree on
Broa.d st."near’ Bigler and. &-pas-
senxer- parachuted bo. the roonop
 of 2 hou.se marby.; 5 g
".Ih’ha-wteckaqul&he nlane. whi ch

was o an'experiménhl tllghr tromi”
Mustin--Fleld -in": the . P’huadelphia.
Nayy:$¥asd . was . seatteréd> aver-a’
ten-block'area . in -League ; Island.
Park,tHe. Naval . Hospital- ggounds
and. & neld ‘near’ thz

srzcmemiz ESCAPES -

Plan Fip I”de'&g.;_
Continued !";om Fiﬂt'th- .

. of-might crash: fnto their homes, ;hey
-] rushed - intoi-the.. streets- and wit-
., | nessed th&helieopter's explodon and’

- crashed into & cornet,of the Waves
o NavaLKospltal, but no one was in-

'“xand (FATE In:Cront of tre hospital.
| -no'rom,ws'r nnsszs VET 33,

a Navy veteran was sunning him-

-{ was" watching the - tuselage whirl-

. tha ground about.15-feet from him,

¥ | son. sts.: According . to the -, Coast

’ lng -crowds‘ away - from the wrecked

* Nelther:of- the Cogst- Guardsmen
who balled out suffered. serfons in-
- their. spectacular leaps
into the- ‘city streets attracted. huge
crowds and tied up’tratfic’ between
‘Oregon' ave, and the Navy. Yard." _
“Ropes ons the parichute ot.John
Smith,. aviation machinist’s. mate
third clas,.ot the Bronx, N. Y., pas-
senger in-the helicopter, becam
tangled on the. parapet of the
of Marlo Catanese, at 29208. J
st. .The man dangled in the areway

home

of.the frofit porch several feet from ;'
.be cut [~
“lv AI.!. RIGHT SO’(’ :
JHIs face streaked with blood from

the. s'mund«untu he_ could
down. &b -

Eusign John Greathome, U.SC

e, of Mar Vista, Calit., the} |,

pllol:. landed In a tree in front or 2
restauranti at Broad and Bigler-sts,
in sight of the throngs who saw- “his
parachute-billow 1mmedla.tely atter
the explosion of the plane. . .-
B’un a'r-sldent.s and vg‘ork-

Contlnued ion rzze- 15, c»lumn.&:r:

v-sg_,.._ . e

ey
hen -

. "mxm TO HOSPITAL :--

Jfor treatment of cuts and bruises.
ecame en-f .|'°

.-\ ..,,\u..‘ v,gw P

J‘?r ".

ers innthe area. were ﬂ.rst attraebed
by the sound of the sputtering motor
of the helicopter, which had gained
an- altitude:-of "approximately 2000
feet when -.mechanical : difficulties

developed.’ Territied that the plane

thepassensers'descent. Il i3
-7 The :;tail” boom .;off ‘the plm:%e

immediately’. behind - the

 jured i The fuselage.plummeted.to
earth near the lake in League I3~

~ About 250 yards away, qear where

selr. on the lake shore, the tail rotor
- | dropped.’ Oliver Rossisli, of Easton,
medical corpsman recently returned
from the Eurcpean:theater,-said ha

digging a deep furrow in.the earth.

= The main ‘rotor fell:in’ a sandy
area near a-farm house. almost ten
| blocks away; near Broad and Patti-

Guard, some:parts’of the. wreck~
age have not.yet been recovered and
may, be scattared in the vlc!nlty; .

PiRK GUABD HEI.PS PILO‘I“ 7
”. Park Guards and police kept n'ﬁll-

parts of the plane until a Navy sal-
vage truck picked.up the debris. oot

i Details as totheﬁausa of the accl
denh waze: nol. available: ‘but- Navy.
of -said they believed thatthz
robor-of the machinerbroke loose::

-~ Pirst ‘man- to-'the rrescue -of - t.he
pLoba.msG-sPetk;}Guam—'-‘-‘-Jmes
McLaughliny .who ‘'heard the-: sput~
tering “motor--and ran toward: the
scene.''of the- expected crash. As
Ensign.:Greathouse' landed in the
tree, McLaughlin assisted him in re-
leasing the parachutc straps..-.:m-

e &2
- A'Navy station wagon arrived and
‘the pilot was taken to the hospital

The -aviator dangling from the
roof of the-house on Juniper st. was
first - seen‘ by 10-year-old. - Dennis
O"Mahoney; ot 1328 Bigler st., who
was- ﬂylng model ai.rplanes in the
street.

"t N <. -
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& cut on his-forehead, Seaman Smith

huddy. 50T

"800-5 Iseminger st., a P. T. C..em-
ploye,.and Harry Sinex, real estate
'eperator at-Juniper and Bigler. sts.,

who, with'Mr. Catanese and othe.rs

said, “I'm all right, son; never- mind {:
 me.: See what,happened to’ my ;

Denn.ls~~ztopped Danlel Buck of .

S N

cut g_lge parachute. ropes and aided
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def -tuck from mgww&. _
and- Wolf sts;’ to' disentangle.the | &
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housetop. ;: - .-7f- i B
Among the many. wim of the
plane. crash”"was Parkx G;:rgaie-:;. A
eant. Joseph. Washart,'w
guty at I.eggue Island ‘not far from l 3
where: the. fuselage haif buried R'ﬁ
3elf -in ‘the- ground: sEe -described {7
'the sputtering motor, the spn=ing
maneuvers.of the helicopter azd the | ¥3
-final exploslon with+she- wreckage | g
rseeming to dw:enu B c-c.on!c ‘_
twister. : g :
Themeninjured?mme cmshare =
‘expected -to:-be-reileased frcm the
Naval Kospitak “Yoday, - Navy ol- 5
ﬁcials sta.ted; R R b
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Pictured above are, from left to right: R. K.Jones, Ross Jordan and John Greathouse.
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NATIONAL OFFICERS:

L.EimoBaldwin ...........ccciviieenrnnnens President
CharlesE.Fosha ............. Executive Vice-President
DouglasR.West ..............c.cvteen VP Membership
BillHil............ccveun. Assistant VP Membership
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ArtGrebe................ (Editor); VP Communications
Stewart Adams ..........covevennnnnn VP HQ Activities
R e oA -1 [ T Chaplain

MEETS: 1st Friday of 3rd month of each Quarter.
NATIONAL OFFICERS: 1st Thursday of each month.

SAN DIEGO:

WillyBonsack ......ccoocivveranecacancenocns President
JIMKNapP...covvieireennersrenenanees Vice-President
JOhnRIgEINS ......ccoiiiiiiiiiniierannnnss Secretary
FrankSarris........cocoviienneeeteranness Treasurer
MEETS: 2nd Saturday of the 2nd month of each Quarter.
DALLAS:
DonBreedlove........ccoiieveravansonnnnes President
DaveMelaren..........ccoveveenanecne Vice-President
ElmerPrather ..........cciiiririirnennenn. Secretary
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MEETS: 2nd Saturday of the 2nd month of each Quarter.
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George Davidson ........cceeeevenccccecees President
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LarryHansen............covivenonenens Vice President
GeorgeWeber ...........coeveen Cerereenens Secretary
JamesE. Thompson..........cceeievvuns .-« . TTEAsUrer

MEETS: 3rd Tuesday of each odd month.
SAN FRANCISCO:

FredE. Tankersley .......cccvevvvevennenees President
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The President Speaks

Several hundred Eagles crossed large bodies of water,
came out of the wocds and down off mountain tops and
crossed burning deserts in order that they.could attend our
14th Annual in Pensacola. Congratulations to those that
made it, you will be glad you did. To those that couldn’t
make it | say better luck next time and | hope to see you at
the Jack Tar in San Francisco this coming October.

May | at this time take the opportunity to express my
sincere appreciation to our Headquarters Staff and to all
Wing Officers for their splendid efforts and unselfish
support to this office during the past year. To Mr. Silver
Eagle, for 1978, Art Grebe, | am most grateful for his
loyalty and dedication to the SEA cause. To his wonderful
wife, Gloria, we all say thanks for letting him do all these
things for the SEA.

Fraternally,

SR

Chaplain’s Corner

OLD FRIENDS

If old things serve to remind us of experiences of the past,
ald frlends serve us even better; They are living continuity
from the past, accompanying us into the uncertainties of
the future.

Like old shoes, they are comfortable. They have been
broken in, so that they don’t rub or pinch the peculiar
Joints of our personalities. Like old shoes, thelr souls fit
our souls, and they support us even if we're heels.

We may leave an old pair of shoes in a closet for months
and wear only our new and dressy ones, but when we go
back in a casual time and put on the old ones, we're
pleased to find that they retain their shape, which
conforms to ours. Likewise, we may leave an old friend for
months or even years and disport ourselves with new and
dressier acquaintances. But for ease and casuainess, we
go back and take up with our old friends where we left
them off, and find they, too, still hold their old shapes,
which are so compatible with ours.

With good, long-time friends, we have shared the
development of our lives. They have watched us or helped
us mature. They have listened to our noises and our
stlences, usually understanding pretty well what they
mean. Having seen us at our best and worst, they
generally choose to remember the best and forget the
worst. Real friends are genercus that- way.

Old friends are harder to hang onto in the more transient
lives we live tcday. We or they move away, to new places
or to new lines of work. New interests make us more
remote from them. But we never lose them, because by
then they have become part of us.

Thank God each day that you live for the privilege and
treasure of OLD FRIENDS.

T. C. Taylor, Chaplain.



HE
DID

IT
AGAIN

Master Chief Petty Officer John Pershing
GREATHOUSE, Tast remaining enlisted Coast ’

Guard Aviation Pilot re-enlisted for another three-years' hitch on October 17,
1974. One of a rare breed of Chief Aviation Machinist's Mate - Aviation Pilots
of World War II, John Greathouse passed his own record of 12,000 flight hours
in the Spring of 1973. Prior to that he was the first pilot to achieve 10,000
hours of flight time, which no other Coast Guard aviator has yet reached and
probably never will.

ADCMP - AP GREATHOUSE entered Coast Guard boot training in October 1941, and
as a Seaman first served at Fort Point Lifeboat Station, California. A year
later, he entered flight training and graduated as Chief Aviation Pilot from
the Naval Aviation Training Center, Pensacola, Florida in August 1943, during
World War II. Enlisted men have not been trained as pilots since the war (WWII).
ADCMP - AP GREATHOUSE HAS SERVED AT VARIOUS COAST GUARD AIR STATIONS, has held
commissions on two occasions and instructed many junior pilots in the fine art
of flying. Master Chief Petty Officer GREATHOUSE is presently assigned to the
Coast Guard Aviation Training Center, Mobile, Alabama.

215



AN/AYN-1

AN/AYN-1 NAVIGATION COMPUTER NOTES:

Ref: (a) CG-273-124-1, AN/AYN-1 Operating Instructions
General

The AYN-1 Navigation System is a special purpose computer which processes navi-
gation sensor data and displays the results as visual steering cues, guidance
commands to an autopilot, and alphanumeric information. At its inception the
AYN-1 was a lightweight computer system, and Coast Guard Aviation's first at-
tempt at automated navigation. Advances in electronic technology have rendered
the AYN-1 somewhat archaic and heavy by comparison. Nevertheless, with properly
maintained sensors it is still able to adequately perform its designed mission.

NAVIGATION MAP DISPLAY ID-1419/AYN-1

NAVIGATION
DISPLAY
1D- 1418/ AYN-1

NAVIGATION
CONTROLLER
C-7133/AYN-1

OFf AP

Figure 1. AN/AYN-1 Computer
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The Qommandent of he Uniled Stelos Ccoest Guord
tekos glsgsure én commeonding

JOHIN FPERSHINCG GREATHOUSE
MASBTER CHIEF AVIATION MACHINIBTWS WLATEH
UNITED STATES CCAST CUARD

Jor sorvice as eet forth in the follewing
CIPATION:

Far mevriforious performonce of duly on
June 1062, while escruving eo Afrorgi Cemwmandeoe
of UFEG UCGNR 1318, engaged ¢n loceting the "P/T
Phoede” which wes reporied oul of fuvl and fowl
in the <icinily of Cepe Plotlery. When eppriced of
the emorgoncy, QREATHCQUSE doporied the Air
Stalion, Foré Angelos, and upon arrival af the scane,
Wwith the use of e airveorafl ADF, guickly loccled
the veneal anchored off shore epprowimalely twe wnilog
aorihwest of Cese Aleve, Washinglon, In spile of
vagidly defeviorcling wenther coadifions with winds
of gale foraee and Bow «isthilily én vein sguclle, he
remained in the avee for ngarly four Rours, flying ef
night under (rlermiliont inatvument condiffons dolwoen
three hundrod to Rue hundred foet olffude, leoging the
"Phoabae” ineight as wuoh @ povsibie end Jrecling
¢ veacue o0l fo the scene, Afthough i wWoe noco-
agry b opovate (he plene cloes fo Righ oliffo clong
the ohave line, din aldifion to (ko hererdous weother,
CREATHCUSBE perseverad end ghided the CC-
86435 through rough Geas fo the "IRoaobel, Hie
tnitigline, afbill, eound fudgmant end uncwevering dew
velion fo defly wore fn Roeping with the Rgheot
tradidiona of the dled Siolee Cocut Cuoard.?

CREATHOUSE is horeby euithorized to weear he Togst Guard
Commendotion Madel,

Lo o BROLAND
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Donatlm
LOf $15,0
“To Libr

NORFOLK~-The Norfi
lie Library will receive §
donnllons (0 the new 1
AudioVisual Deparime
the next three years.

Arthur M. Kirkby, lit
rector, said the fundsa
donaled to the Health-

~ Recreation Planning Co
* the  Norfolk Foundali
_ friends of the Norfolk P
| brary,

Eac 1'1 will contribut
yearly for, a total of $15,
the life of the gift. .

The gilt will be used
chase audio-visual m
mainly films, in the field
ly life education for the
brary’s ' Feldman Audi
Departmcnt. Tl B [T

Gift Thank-’

NORFOLK — Ackn
~ments will be mailed to
Catholic High School Sch
donors at the end of De
according to fund official
; The funds stands at $7

£ (N i s e Y conlnbulmns may
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e Sudil h The Virginlan-Pilot -

" ELIZABETH CITY, N.C.-—John.
Pershing * Greathouse 'climbed.
into-the cockpit of his first mili-
* tary aircraft when.most of to-
“day’ s middle-aged generation.
_ were gathered in front of radios-
listening to the thrilling adven-
tures of Jack.Armstrong, Sky
King, .and Hop Harrington. ** *
... The.year was 1942 and Ameri-
‘ca had gome to war two months .
after .the young seaman from
Willis Point, 'I'ex.. enlxsted in tha
Coast Guard. ¢ 4

-That, was. 31 years ago. Today
most of .the pilots who. flew in
World Wat TI have hung up their.

_ military flight gear and the three .
radio~ heroes are ‘but - fadmg
memories.. "f": e

‘Last month Greathouse, who
isznow:a chief petty officer and
the. only enlisted pilot in the
Coast Guard, logged 60 hours pil-
oting - Grumman HU-IB sea-

. planes.i: .

“Most ‘of my ﬂtght hme is’
spent flying water pollution and
océan temperature missions, the
softspoken 55-year-old resident of .,
Elizabeth City remarked as he lit

- one.of his infamous cigars. - .

‘“Yea: And he also spends a Tot
of ‘time ‘teaching dumb j ],I.tI'IlOI“ of- .
ficers.how to. stay alive in' the

- sky,”, chuckled ' Lt. - Terry Be-
acham- of Kitty Hawk: “If you
want to learn to-fly the HU-16,*
Greathouse is the: man to teach
you,-but- wa tch-out when he
lights-one of those c:garsmthe
cockpit.”*

During his pre-c:gar penod
Ggeathwse spent several dec-

L - 4
g_, v HE}
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Class Jan. 8-

NORFOLK—The W. W. Hous-
.ton Boys Club, 3401 Azalea Gar-
den Road, will begin its winter
swim program Jan. 8.

‘The club will offer beginner,
advanced * beginner, interme-
diate, and swimmer instruction.’

‘All lessons will be taught by
Ted Crocs -water-cafetv instruc-

" ades ﬂymg search and rescue

" missions and seekmg out enemy.

submarines.
He' was oornrnlsmoned twice

but was forced to revert backto |....

.enlisted status because of budg-

etary cutbacks. Many enlisted

pilots experienced the same |..

problem and quit the service.
Greathouse remained in uniform
and made aviation history, -

The date was Sept. 25, 1045, |

Greathouse was piloting one of
the early models of military heli-
copters over‘PhiIadelphia. With-
out warning the main rotor blade
spun off the helo and flew into
space. Greathouse decided it was
time to make his first and last
parachute jump.

Bmad_and Blgler streets much to

" the surprise of pedestrians. The %

helicopter came down several |+ . =~

blocks away,” he said. “Needless
to say, it is my most memorable
experience .in 31 years of flying.”

As far-as he knows, Great-
house is the only pilot to arrive

in the City of Brotherly Love by |.

parachute and the- experience
helped make him a legend in the
Coast Guard. But like many leg-

ends, . truth - often becomes- ob-- R

scured by fiction,

Most Coast Guard aviators be-
lieved -that Greathouse quit
flying helicopters after his Phila-
de!phia experience, but it wasn't
. until six years later that he trad-
ied his rotors- forthef‘med-wmg
HU-16. .- Ay

- Greathouse has' outlived and

outflown. most of the aireraft-

ever used by the Coast Guard.
During the past 31 years, he has
logzed an incredible 12,000 hours

. flight time with more than 9,000 N

behind the controls of HU-I6s.
Coast Guard officials say thisis
a record thal: wﬂl never be
equaled,. <2 wsti L

As for the fl.:ture. “T'd I:keto
open a McDonald’s hamburger
stard in a small town. Owning
my own business would be an ex-
citing challenge. Look up in the
sky! It's super burger.” ]

Beach Man

w v ¥ A "r\

o

o l _' --' be opened:’ = - -
: ','_' El !nmynameonly
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Chief

\\By PETE STODDARD
Advance Staff Writer

Chief Greathouse
Indian.

Instead, he’s the first person
ever to parachute out of
helicopter. And that was over
Philadelphia.

. "If 1 nad been another city
block up it would have been into
the skyscrapers and I surely

isn't an

wouldn't be alive today,” he -

says.

Greathouse is also the only
Coast Guard pilot with over
11,000 hours f 1ying time.

He is used to being an *‘only",

Two weeks ago the Elizabeth
City Coast Guard Air Statiun
was the scene of the third annual
Reunion of Coast Guard active
duty enlisted pilots.

Greathouse was the only man
there for the reunion. That
might be because he is the only
Coast Guard enlisted pilot on
active duty.

“It was sort of a joke.” the

" chief said.

“I sént in a notice to the Navy
Times that we'd have a reunion
and they published it.”

But the chief couldn’t help
signing the reunion notice Juan
P. Casa Grande, his name in
spanish.

It might have been for the
same reasoit that Greathouse

tried the first jump from a
helicopter.
1 couldn't stay in u so |

jumped out of it,’
Greathouse.

He had gone up on the mor-
ning of Sept. 25, 1845, to
calibrate the radar for a bat-

says

Harbor

Just by coincidence the chief
had parachutes aboard the
copter.

“We were up 4,000 feet when
the whole rotor assembly fell
oﬁ‘ I\ormally just one blade will

,---.
’ A A‘
1
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GREATHOUSE, THE “ONLY"”

;;76_ @H///l /’7c/umv('e
1o onT pm;&

L]
' been born October 10.

4 chances with the Cozst
(% he said.

fall off and then the heliccrzzer
will shake so much tha:
can't jump.” said Greainzise

“But we were Jucky--the wz:2
thing came right off.” he 2.3

So Greathouse ;umzzd
casually into the Ph:laa:.:ce
skyline with his copilot.

Would he do it again?

“To tell you the truth 1 havez't
been in a helicopter since.”

In stead, ADCMAP Johz P.
Greathouse, which me:zns
Master Chief Aviation Mecrzrie
and Aviation Pilot in Ccest
Guard, flies HU-16 ard C- 1
rescue planes on trainiig and
search and rescue fligh:s.

Last May, Greathouse icz2es
his 11.000th hour on a ra==g

" flight with Lt. Curt Olds.

It might not have teez

unusual except that Olc's nad

o-a

(¥ N

day Chief Greamouse
“It was just like loaa\

‘_ECL

- ._;

" chief said about his enlistrmezs.

“] was trying to dolze the
draft so I figured 1'd tair —v
iz e=s "

Six months later the Cezst
Guard gave Greathousé a
chance to {ly. For that r:zsoa
he's stayed in for the ;nst k<]
years,

“I've been commissioned a2

Greathouse

Continued from Page 1
officer a coup’e of times.” ke
chief said.

“But if I had stayed an ¢Zxer
I wouldn't be flying now. S0 1
. dom’t - mind being an eziisiad
- pilot," said Greathouse.

When he started flying 2t =
‘age of 20, there were ozly 4
Coast Guard pilots. Now Zzre
' are600and the Coast Gu..‘ d2as
taken over the job of 2l 2x
. search and Tescue missiczs
| Navigating, especially over

1

N T

- -the- scashore, was a m.?

..

iy ragpE R

hy b -4

proposition when Grez:
started flying. Sophistzzie
radio communication and Lows
were non-existent.

“It was a real temprar o we
to follow lrain tro.xs Wl
got Jost,” said the chief.

“But they always told us 2220
do that because we-mig=: 22 an
Alr Force plane comurg Te
other way,” he said.

So the chief would s2iv
problem by tuning the :
radio stations to find e sz
he was.

' "“Buta lot ot‘ times you're o3t
i really lost,” said the exp:tt

} enlisted flyer.
|
!

j< ™

L17]

-

Wiil

“You just don't know wosre

you are,” he said

—t
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Chief John Greathouse l°°é:£t;€‘l;?°fv: toearth from an Philadelphia the slight no doubt

arrived in Philadelphia 27 years

esterday.

aglgo‘? he isn'{ an Indian and he

didn't ransack and pillage that
nnsylvania city.

PeSo wi'hat is so great abopt

someone arriving in

Philadilphia 27 years ago?

People do that everyday.

The fact, that Greathouse, an
enlisted pilot stationed at the
Elizabeth City Coast Guard A.nr
Station, made a stop off in
Philadelphia is of little interest,
but how he did it is a diffferent
matter.

During what later.proved to
be his very last stint at the
controls of a whirlybird,
Greathouse bailed out of an

. ailing copter over

* Philadelphia’s skyline. _

+ Greathouse and a flight
mechanic, John Smitp. were
running radar cal:};rat:o.
tests for a ship lied up
at.. the harbor. when the

P

'
!

bolts holding the helicop-

4 .
. R

Lo

L -

JCHN GREATHOUSE

Du«\j Aema

altitude of 5,000 feet is best done scared quite a few passing

; “I'm afraid they
slowly. Greathouse and Smith were force to stop rather sud-
denly,” - Greathouse noted
enlinitimslv. He admitted that

Greathouse

{Continued from Pagoe 1)
healsowas a little shaken up by
ths: ardeal.

Neither Greathouse or Smith
was injured, but a still befud-
dled motorist rushed them to
the hospital where the duo spent
the night,

Next day their commanding

a champagne
party intheir behaly, Greathouse
“had one other he -aeing to'

ht so, too, and buckling on
Lha‘:-uagchut&s they hgd brpught
along for conversation pieces,
the two bailed out.

During the 27th annual
recounting of the adventure
yesterday, Greathot.xse said he
passed the erring rotor
assembly on the way down. .

The 5,000 foot drop ‘‘wasn’t
too bad" but when hg landed
and sprawled somewhat awk-

¢

* officer threw

Greathouse's name

Coast
enlisted
year at the Elizahath City Coast
Guard Air Station,

motorists.

him.
Mzi - bee:use he jumped
out of s ailing craft before

Smith, Greathouse has the
dubious distinction of being the
first man to parachute from a
helicopter.,

To ensure that he doesn’t
become the last man to bail out
of a helicopter Greathouse
hasn't set foot in one since.

In the 27 years following his
fast, Greathouse has added
another first to hjg budding
collection. He recently became
the first Coast Guard pilot to log
over 11,000 hours_ﬂying time.

This achievement and the
helicopter caper, plus yet a
third stunt promise to give
long life in
the annals of American military

legend.

The third annual reunion of
Guard active duty
pilots was held just

Greathouse, the kost, was the

'."l..-l(._- 7

i only person who showed up.
. : This was logical enough
because he is the only Coast
Guard enlisted pilot on active
duty. But despite the lack of a
sizeable crowd at the reunion,
Greathouse noted, a good
time was had by all.
3l-year Coast Guard
veteran, he spends most of his
time now pileting HU-16 and C.
130 rescue planes on training

and search and rescye flights.
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PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT — ADCM John P.’
Greathouse, the Coast Cuard's only enlisted pilot,
prepares for a helicopter trip from Coast Guard Air
Station, Elizabeth City. Eugine trouble forced him to bail
out of a helicopter some 50 years ago. Shown iere, he is
apparently practicing that same manuever before his {irst
gopper flight in as many vears. The chief landed safcly in
Norfolk, Va. a short while later - this time inside the air-
craft.
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Virgm‘an-leot,

Saturday, Feb m 1973 A3
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Greathouse is alive and wqﬂ (UPI)
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ELIZARETH CITY (UPD-
Master Chief Petty Oificer John
P. Greathouse of the Ceast Guard
Air Station here says he hopes
that the peapie who make out his
pavcheck haven't been reading
the newspapars lately.

Greathouse notes that accord-

inz to news reports, he doesn’t
exist.

Tie iz taking exception to sto-
ries earber this month saying
that the last enlisted piiots in the
military services, known as
“Flving Peons,” had retired.

Tie reason that the Coast

Tving Peon’ Up in Al

o

voy Recoring
de M

Guard NCO is objecting to the
stories is that he's a pilot anc
still makes daily ilights wit
HUIGE seaplanes from here os
search and rescue missions,

Actuaily, the Coast Guard sa‘d
in a news release Fridav, he"
not only an enlisted pilot in the
Coast Guard but ne's aiso the
sole remaining eniisted pilot ir
the Coast Guard.

The Coast Guard savs ther
also are three eniisted pilots lei
in the Navy. Tie pilots that were
mentioned in tne news report:
earlier this month were Marines.
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BREAKS OWN REcom:r' — Master Chief Petty Of-
ficer John Greathouse recently passed the 12,000 hour
mark, a flight time record unequalled by any other
Coast Guard pilot, Some time ago he became the first
to achieve 10,000 flight hours, a milestone yet to be
reached by his fellow USCG aviators, He was honored
with a smali celebrationin the Air Station hangar,
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CHIEF PETTY omcm Grealhouse holds a class in the Ready Room at the Coast Guard Station, Elizabeth City, N.C., befere going on a training rmssion.
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Veteran Pilot Is High on the Coast Guard Despite Downward Trends

WORLD WAR 1t pilnts, like E295, ought to
hzve faded away, ket don't try to tell that to
John Pershi~< Greatl ause. The 55-y car-old c-qar-
smok:m, Cc st Quardsman, isstill teaching junior
ofiicers hcw 10 stay alive in the sky, 31 years
after he clirsbed into his tirst cockpit.

Most ci my lime is spent xlym- water-pollue
tion and ncoan-tcmpcralure muss-uns.” expl.nns
Greathouse. but he still is invoived in ilight
training de: site beir 3 an calisted inon. The chief
petty officer was cotamissioned twice buthad to'

e e T

revert back to enlisted status because of bud-
getary cutbacks.

Greathouse has ontlasted most of the aireraft
used by his service pranch. On Sept. 25, 1945,
he parachuted into downtown Philadelphiawhen
the main rotor blade on his early model helicop-
ter fell ofi. Thete was nothing to do but jump.

“| landed at the intersecticn of Broad and
Bigler streets, to the surprise of pedestrians,”
he recalls. “The helicopter came down several

Amer e remwtsape

blocks away. Neediess to say, it s my most
memorable experience in 31 years of ilying.”

THOSE YEARS have seen Greathouse pule up
an incredible 12,0 hours of flizht time with
more than 9,600 of them at the contrals of
HU-16s, called “goats” because of erratic be-
bavior in the air, They were finally banned from
landings and takeoffs on waler because of the
risk involved.

As for Greathouse, he'll rotire someday per-
haps to run his own hamburger stand,

o e
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IN MEMORIAM for ADCMAP John Pershing Greathouse, USCG -
the last enlisted Coastie pilot

Photo depicts ADCMAP John Pershing Greathouse (right) reenlisting for three more years in 1974,
~ In Memoriam for ADCMAP John P. Greathouse, the last Coast Guard enlisted pilot ~

ADCMAP John P. Greathouse, 86 and a retired Coast Guard pilot, died on August 30, 2005, at
Biloxi, Mississippi from complications from Alzheéimer's disease, Mr. Greathouse was born in Wills

http://www.pbase.com/donboyd/image/59585407 2/21/2008
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Point, Texas and lived in Biloxi for 26 years. He was a Coast Guard World War 11 veteran and
attended Texas A&M University.

A man of very humble beginnings, he accomplished many records for the U. S. Coast Guard. He
entered Coast Guard recruit training in October 1941 and served at the Fort Point Lifeboat Station,
CA, as a Seaman 1st Class. A year later he entered flight training and graduated as an Aviation
Pilot from the Naval Aviation Training Center, Pensacola, FL, in August 1943,

On September 25, 1945, while on temporary duty at Coast Guard Air Station Brooklyn, he and AD3
John Smith bailed out of their HOS-1G helicopter over Philadelphia after control of the helicopter
was lost due to heavy winds. This was the first ever bailout from a helicopter.

He passed his own flight-time record of 12,000 hours in 1973 and had the most flight hours on
record at the time of his retirement in 1979. He was the last enlisted Coast Guard pilot.

Mr. Greathouse is honored at the Naval Air Museum in Pensacola, and alongside the Wright
Brothers at Kitty Hawk, N.C. The Coast Guard Aviation Training Center in Mobile, AL dedicated its
main boulevard after him.

Mr. Greathouse was preceded in death by his brothers, Hubbard and Reginald Greathouse.
Survivors include his beloved wife of 58 years, Doris R. Greathouse, and four loving children and a
grandson, Terre Matranga, John Greathouse Jr., Gina F. Greathouse, James F. Greathouse and
Matthew Greathouse.

Family services were held at Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home on Pass Road, Biloxi with Church of
Christ Minister Roger Mills on September 23, 2005. He was laid to rest at Biloxi National Cemetery.
He is greatly loved by his family and will be sadly missed.

349 hits on http://www.pbase.com/airlinerphotos before adding to this site

other sizes: small medium original
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post a comment
Don Boyd 11-Feb-2008 06:24

Thank you for that correction. I only copied the article into the description not knowing of
the Navy's enlisted pilot retiring later. I have made corrections.

Don

Guest 11-Feb-2008 05:57
I wasn't aware that Master Chief Greathouse had joined the Great Majority. Fair Winds
and Following Seas for one of the legends, the Naval Aviation Pilot. However, he wasn't
the last Enlisted pilot, that distinction goes to Master Chief R. K. Jones USN (NAP Jones)
who retired in 1981.

http://www.pbase.com/donboyd/image/59585407 2/21/2008
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NAVAL AVIATION PILOT PROFILE £0

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND ENTER (ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET)
IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER, ALL SHIP, STATIONS AND UNITS WITH
DATES, EVEN IF APPROXIMATE, TO WHICH YOU WERE ATTACHED.

DATE 5 ~ X & 198 7
NAME G REAT/EUSE < 644/ 4 SSN LS E—r9-F o2t
{Last) (First) {Initial)
SERVICE NO. 23§ -C 27 :
PLACE OF BIRTH_W/42S BPorv7 T&EXAS DATE /= 23~/

PERMANENT ADDRESS__ L7 S~ SUMSE 7 Bivd Brrox s 3953/
CURRENT ADDRESS SHM e A4S A BoVE :

.

TELEPHONE NUMBER (Include Area Code)__ & &/ —~4 33 - &7 ¢

WIFE'S NAME_ZL2 RLS R G RE4TH0 “SKTCHILDREN_ZERRE_Ta. 35~
TeAN B TR 30 Cyna B AV TAMES £, 26

ENLISTED, NAVY, USMC,(SCG __ £ =S8 aac iyt ss CALIS paTe /O~ 0 19 47

T *
{Place) ‘ ) ) A Byt
ENLISTED RATINGS HELD.SA S5 < S&4 Yo, API, CAP, ADCAP ADCSAP |

4

DATE DESIGNATED NAP A L4 US7 ¢, | 742 NAP DESIGNATION NUMBER 134

FLIGHT CLASS NUMBER TOTAL FLIGHT HOURS, MILITARY _{ % /%€ :
TOTAL FLIGHT HOURS, CIVILIAN __A4D A & :
DATE OF COMMISSION (First) _/ O &1 [/ 7 44 - (Subsequent) T AN, &, [P

DATE DESIGNATED NAVAL AVIATOR_Z G CT" /7% < DESIGNATION NUMBER__ 33 <~
OFFICER RANKSHELD ___EAS/ien/ Twre s,

DATE MILITARY (Discharge) (Retired) Ffﬁ,{'u#&fy 22 /%79
PRESENT RANK/RATING (Retired/Other) _ &7/ /& 47




bd‘\’w SJ(’a:\'T'LVlS —G/‘ JoWn Pﬁﬂhﬁ\fj’ Cwnzu.;ﬁrwm e
Oﬁgm ot Navede Aviatiun Musewm, Pensacole, FC

Port Towusend, ¥ash. Boot School fctober 1941

Treasure Island November 1941

Fort Point, Lifeboat Station, San Francisco, Cal. December 1941 to Sep 1942
Groose Ile, Misch Oct 1942 to March 1943 Primary Flight Training
Pensacola April 1943 to dugust 6, 1943 flight training.

Cgas San Francisco August 1943 to September 1946

CGAF, May Port, Fla to January 1947

Coast Guard Academy, New London, Conn Feb to May 1947 0CS
Mayport, CGAF June 1947 to August 1947.

CGAS, Miame ~ept 1947 to Sept 1948

Rotory Wind Develepment Unit, Elizabeth City October 1948 to March 1950
CGAS, Elizabeth City, April 1950 to August 1951.

CGAD, Guam, M.I. September 1951 to ~eptember 1953.

CGAD, Biloxl, MS. 1953 to April 1956.

CGAD, Kodlak, Alaska May 1956 to December 1957.

CGAS, San Diego, Cal. January 1958 to July 1960.

CGAS, Port Angeles, Wash. dugust 1960 to July 1964

CGAD, Biloxi, MS. iugust 1964 to December 1366.

Aviation Training Center, Mobile, Ala. Jan. 1967 to April 1969.
CGAS, Elizabeth City, N. C. May 1969 to December 1974

Aviation Training Center, Mobile, Ala. January 1975 te Bedb. 22, 1979
and retired,

went through Helicopter School in 1944 and 1945 in Floyd Bennet

Went thru CAA instrument flight school in Houston in 1944,
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JOHN P. GREATHOUSE - LAST C. G. ENLISTED PILOT

!

Greathous énlisted_in the U.S. Coast Gﬁard on QOctober 10, 1941.
After;"boot school' at Port Townsend, it was on to Treasure Island
and ten months duty at Lifeboat Station, San Francisco. He entered

flight training at Grosse Ile in October of 1942 and then to Pensacola

as Séaman First Class and was advanced to RPlc upon graduation in
August of 1943, He flew ASW, SEarch & Rescue out of San Francisco
during WW II and was commissioned Ensign on October 1, 1944.

He was the first pilot ever to parachue out of a helicopter.
This was on September 25, 1945 and he and his "mech” John Smith
.landed at the intersection of Broad and Bigler streets in mid-town
Philadelphia. The aircraft landed a few blocks away without
endangering anyone on the ground. Parachutes were not required

equipment in helicopters because of the near impossibility of a

successful "bail-out."

- In 1946 Greathouse was assigned to Mayport and reverted to
enlisted pilot status. Ip 1947 he was commissioned for the second
"time and completed Officer Training at the Coast Guard Academy and
reportéd to Miami CGAS, In September, howe wr, he was again_
reverted back to CAP due to budgetary resaons. Hed he continued
as a commissioneﬂ officer, he surely woufﬁxgéen in non-flying status.
For the next thirty years he gerved in many duty statidnq, during
which time he accumulated an unmatched total of 10,000 hours in

the Grumman HU-16. He also holds the record for the greatest

number of flight hours by any Ceast Guard - more than 13,500.

P - 1-
JAN 27 1995



‘ Another record was set when Greathouse received the Coast Guard's
"Ancient Albatross?Award in 1977. The Award was established in 1966,
when Coast Guard aviation celebrated its golden anniversiéyy. The
award honors the Coast Guard pilot who has been on active duty for
the longest time. The award is passed on when the incumbent retires,
Greathouse is the only enlisted pilot to receive the awerd. Upon
his retirement after 37 years of active duty, he relinquished the
award to CAPT William D. Harvey, USCG.

As he left the Coast Guard, Greathouse set records that are

very unlikely to be surpassed.

JA8 27 1995
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. .. .THE COVER

My heart leaped up when I beheld those two resplendent
fuys.,

The above take-off on the Poet Wordsworth's---*My
heart leaps up when I behold a rainbow in the skies."

As Mr. Wordsworth’s EKG skipped a blip when he
beheld the glory of the rainbow my heart also did an
in-place-halt when I beheld the resplendly uniformed Master
Chief Petty Officers Robert K. Jones of the Navy and John
P. Greathouse of the Coast Guard as they attended the
banquet at the Tenth Annual Convention of SEA. These two
Naval Aviation Pilots are the last two remaining on active
duty. The Marine Corps retired four Master Gunnery
Sergeant NAPs 1 February 1973, the last Marine enlisted
pilots on active duty.

The scintillating golden, wrist-to-elbow, good conduct
stripes on the left sleeve, above which the CPO chevrons of
gold with the perched SILVER EAGLES, were doubly
distinguishable by the twinkling two silver stars of the
Master Chief Petty Officer, above the wing tips. The
row-on-row of colorful campaign ribbons on each man's chest
added sheen to the spectrum. One could feel the exultation of

2 & & & ¢

N\

=
>

John R. Greathouse USCG at the controls of the “Albatross”

—ACDM/AP JOHN PERSHING GREATHOUSE —
United States Coast Guard [Active]

“Thirty four years in the United States Coast Guard.
Thirty one years instructing junior aviators and re-enlisting
for another three-year hitch.” The foregoing is thé lead on a
Coast Guard news release dated 17 October 1974.

John Pershing Greathouse was born in Wills Point,
Texas 23 November 1918, Graduated from Quinlan, Texas
High School in 1938 and attended Abilene Christian College
and Texas A&M University through 1940 ar}d/enlistcd in the
U. S. Coast Guard 10 October 194

Chief Greathouse is an ‘only' man. He is the only Coast
Guard pilot to amass 12,000 plus, flying time, which no other
Coast Guard aviator has ever reached “and probably never

{Continued on Page 8)

Frances Scott Key way back in 1814 when he sighted Old
Glory still waving at dawn over beleagured Fort Henry and
penned the immortal words--"our flag was still there.” Fellow
SEA-farers—our SILVER EAGLE is still there—borne on
the brawny biceps of the two Master Chief Petty
Officers--Naval Aviation Pilots--who CARRY ON! Greathouse
has 33 years service and has just shipped over and Jones has
over 31 years is bucking-for-40.

SCUTTLEBUTT READERS: The near sixty years of
tradition in the ERA of the NAVAL AVIATION PILOT,
with all the inputs of heroic service rendered by those with
folded wings—to this add ‘the logs of the deeds through the
vears, now stored in the Naval Aviation Museum and the
attending memorabilia on exhibit there: then to all this I
would cite to you the careers of Master Chiel Robert K.
Jones, USN and Master Chief John P. Greathouse, USCG
and their very exemplary living devotinn as they CARRY
ON!

h-r-j

* Kk Kk %k

—SEA-LEBRITIES —

Robert K. Jones, USN, in Vietnam 1968

—ACCM/AP ROBERT K. JONES—
United States Navy [Active]

Nearing 32 years in the Navy—10,000 hours, plus, flying
time and bucking for forty, is the enviable position of Master
Chief Air Controlman Robert K. 'NAP' Jones whose present
duty station is OMD, Rota Spain. Jones is the last Naval
Aviation Pilot on active duty in the Navy. His running Mate
Master Chief Machinist Mate John P. Greathouse, U. S.
Coast Guard, is featured elsewhere in this issue.

First off—we'll designate Chief Jones with the monicker
picked by his shipmates in his maintenance division in Rota,
Spain. The nickname is “NAP” and is so apropos. It is not
known whether the label comes from his designation N.A.P.
or his habit of napping on final. His standard pre-landing

{Continued on Page 8)
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(Continued from Page 7 Greathouse)

will”, to quote another USCG news release/ﬁe was the first
pilot ever to parachute out of a helicopter. That was 25
September 1945. He and his ‘mech’ landed at the intersection
of Broad and Bigler streets in midtown Philadelphia. He and
his mechanic, John Smith, were running radar calibration
tests for a ship tied up in the Delaware when the entire rotor
assembly flew off. To this date John doesn't know why he
put parachutes in that chopper prior to takeofi/ But,
providence has had much to do with his entire “career.
GreQthouse is the only attendee at the annual Reunion of
Coast Guard Active Duty enlisted pilots. And he is the only
Naval Aviation Pilot left on active duty in the Coast Guard.

Let’'s get back to the year-by-year career of this
illustrious NAyAﬁ«ef»bcat *school at:Port Towsend;

a Lifeboat Station, San Franq 0, he-entered Might t:rammg
at Grosse Te, Mlchlgan 2 October 1942 and checked in at
Pensacola in April 1943 as a Seaman First and was advanced
to API in August on graduation. He flew ASW, Search and
Rescue flights out of San Francisco during WWII and was
commissioned Ensign 1 October 1944, /When he bailed out of
the helicopter in 1945 he says, “Contrary to what has been
reported, nobody told me to take a parachute, unless it was
God.” There are two other variables about the bail-out. If the
entire rotor had had not separated from the craft and left one
blade remaining, the extreme vibration would have pre-
vented the extrication from the crippled chopper. The other
is that another few flight seconds more and the stricken craft
would have been over the skyscraper area of Philadelphia
that would have made the jump much more hazardous. The
stricken helicopter landed a few blocks away from the crew
landing without endangering the populous city 1946 he
was transferred to Mayport, Florida and reverted to CAP. In
1947 he was commissioned for the second time and completed
Officer Training at The Coast Guard Academy after which he
reported to CGAS, Miami, Florida. In September of '47 he
was again reverted apddabwpramobed-back to CAP due to
budgetary reasons. The second revertihng back to Chief
Aviation Pilot was indeed a ‘promotion’ for John Greathouse
as his continuance as a commisgioned officer would surely
have been without flight status m 1948-51 he flew out of
the CGAS, Elizabeth City, N. C. He then speni two years on
the island of Guam and then back to CGAS, Biloxi,
MIssissippi until 1956. He then served eight months at
Kodiak, Alaska and a two-year tour at “Dago” followed. A
four-year stint at Port Angeles, Washington CGAS and back
to Biloxi through 1966. Greathouse then went to CGATC at
Mobile, Alabama for three years and then back to Elizabeth
City, N. C. until the present time. But as this is being
written the Greathouse family is due for another migration,
28 December 1974, back to Biloxi, Mississippi. From a
TELCON with John, recently, the orders to Biloxi is
‘throwing-the-rabbit-back-in-the-briar-pateh’ as Biloxi is his
favorite duty station.

Now as to the great Greathouse family. John and Doris
Greathouse were married in Miami, Florida 10 October 1949.
They are the parents of two daughters and two sons.
Daughter Lieutenant Terre Jo Greathouse, USA, a graduate
of Eastern Uarolina University, Officers Training at Fort
McClellan, Alabama, and Officers Signal Corps School, Camp’
Gordon, Georgia; is the aide to the CO at Fort Jackson, S. C.
Lieutenant Greathouse recently. won the beauty title of
“Lovely Leader” at Fort Jackson.

d and-10-months. duty at:

John Pershing Greathouse, Jr., is a senior in high school
and is prepping for some southern university. He is 18 years
old. Sixteen-year old Gina F. Greathouse is a 10th grader and
is planning on being a military nurse or professional tennis
player. Fourteen-year old James E. Greathouse is in junior
high and hopes that his tennis prowess will qualify him for
pro ranks.

As for the decorations on the left breast of Master Chief
Petty Officers John P. Greathouse and Robert K. NAP
Jones—they are both very taciturn and very reluctant to
communicate. We have learned, via news releases that
Greathouse located a lost ship out of Port Angeles,
Washington in 1962 and effected rescue operations. For this
heroic action he was awarded the ‘Coast Guard Commenda-
tion Medal. We also learned, via a postscript, on one of
NAP's letters, by his wife Betty (BJ), that he has a collection
of eight Air Medals. As for the rest of the ‘fruit salad’ that
supports their WINGS OF GOLD, both Chiefs will say,
“They came with the uniform”.

{Continued from Page T Jones)

briefing includes. . .“wake me at minimums". . .Another
‘shorty’ that ke answers to is ROB.

NAP entered the Navy from the Merchant Marine in
March 1943 and became a plank owner on the AO 56 on eight
trips across the Atlantic thence into the Pacific to run with
Admiral Bull Halsey's TF 38 and Admiral Mischer’s TF 58
until May of 1945 when he was accepted for flight training.
His return to the mainland aboard a C46 and C54 aircraft was
his first air experience. He was designated an NAP in 1947
and his first duty station was NAS Akron where he flew
TBMs, F8Fs, R4D8s, Beech and J Birds. He did the majority
of the ferrying for the station and can tell of some hairy
happenings in getting PBYs in and out of Sand Point. He was
also deployed with the first Reserve VA squadron and
checked out in bombing and rocketry. He was carrier
qualified with the first Reserve VA squadron to fly aboard a
carrier in 1952,

After a few slow years at Quonset and Corpus he landed
back in the ferry command and by 1960 he was qualified in 26
different type aircraft ranging from the E2, FJ, F9, A4, etc.,
to the P5M and almost the P6M. He was taxi cleared in the
big Martin when the program was cancelled.

It was FASRON 200, Blackbushe, England and R4DS8
from 1960 through 1963. Those were his three years of 98
cross wind. One day he Janded at Lordonderry with an 80%
35kt cross wind. The skipper was in the back end on the
takeoff and complimented NAP on giving him a view of the
centerline from over the wing tip. NAP says that Howie
Anderson will verify this contention about Walker AFB.

The Jones family journeyed next to the ‘Paradise of the
Pacific’ in 1964. By this time his family numbered his Irish
wife Betty (BJ) and two sons Wenzel and (fittingly) Paul
Jones. While Pappa Jones jockeyed transports about the
Pacific, the two Jones youngsters were winning swimming
medals at the station swim club and against such teams as
Puna Hau, Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks and Peart
Harbor,

In '67 NAP moved his family to Denver and took his
turn at NSA Saigon in Air Cofat flying R4D6-8 and US2B's.
He was ‘shot-up’ twice and *down’ once. The down was on the

(Continued on Page 9)




By PAC Doug Bandos, USCG

' hen he was a seaman, Master Chief Petty Officer
John P. Greathouse learned to fly and became a
Naval Aviation Pilot First Class. After 37 years of active

duty, he retired in January 1979 as the United States Coast

Guard's last Naval Aviation Pilot (NAP). During his years as a
WW Ll-era enlisted Naval Aviator, he logged more than
15,000 hours in the air and was one of the first Coast
Guard Aviators to reach the 10,000-flight-hour mark.

Today, he speaks of his career with enthusiasm and
candor. It was exciting, he admits, because there was always
a variety of aircraft to fly and something interesting hap-
pening.

Greathouse made aviation news early in his career when
he parachuted from his disabled helicopter and survived
without significant injury — a few bruised knuckles. It was
in 1945 and he was running radar calibration tests for a
battleship in Philadelphia harbor in his single-rotor Sikorsky
HOS-1G Hoverfly. He recalls that at 5,000 feet the rotor
head assembly failed completely. Luckily, he had a para-
chute (which was not required by regulation), He jumped
and landed on a sidewalk at Broad and Bigler Streets to the
astonishment of downtown Philadelphia shoppers. He has
not flown a helicopter since.

Now, four years after his retirement, he finds the Coast
Guard Aviation program totally different.

A native of Wills Point, Texas, Greathouse entered the

Coast Guard in October 1941 and reported to his first
assignment at Fort Point Lifeboat Station, Calif. He entered
flight training as a seaman and became one of the approxi-
mately 200 enlisted men designated NAPs in the Coast
Guard.

He was interviewed recently at his home in Biloxi, Miss.

NANews: After a career of 37 years, you obviously liked
flying in the Coast Guard.
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MCPO Greathouse

Greathouse: Yes, | liked to fly, but | wasn't too en-
thused about going around and around in circles on patrol.

Recently there was a sudden storm in the Gulf of Mexico
and the Coast Guard pilots were flying in almost gale force
winds while on rescue missions. Was there any one partic-
ular flight in bad weather that you remember the most?

| went through a WestPac hurricane — a typhoon in that
part of the world — but didn't realize it until | got home
and someone told me. We were going from Okinawa to the
Philippines and | was in back, navigating. Our heading was
southwest but the plane was tracking straight south. It was
hard to believe the LORAN when the winds were blowing
you off course that much,

Did you believe the LORAN or use your own instincts?

Well, when you’re going through thick clouds and the
only thing you've got is LORAN, you have to depend
on it.

The Coast Guard’s new aircraft are well equipped today
for navigation, compared to then. How well equipped was
the last C-131 you flew in 19787

The C-131 wasn’t too well equipped. It had radar and
the standard navigation equipment but nothing as sophis-
ticated as today’s aircraft.

In regard to flight hours, according to the records, you
have logged over 12,000 hours of pilot time in the air.

Actually |'ve got more than 15,000 hours in the air but,
because of the way it used to be recorded, you only got
credit for a maximum of eight hours of flight time regard-

navd. aviamon news
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less of how long you were in the gir. The excess was logged
as special crew time.

Regardless of how it was compiled, it still remains as a
major flying time achievement.

Yes, it’s a lot for the average pilot in the Coast Guard
since he will most likely fly for only 15 years unless he
makes captain. And then, only if he is fortunate enough to
stay in the aviation field.

Aren't there stringent flight regulations that limit the
amount of hours a pilot can safely fly before he is ex-
hausted?

That's the best thing that ever happened to guys like me.
We enlisted pilots never got off the duty status list, The
new regulations allowed pilots like me to be down on the
ground long enough to get a little more rest.

Speaking of pilots, how many NAPs did the Coast Guard
have that you know of?

I think there were just slightly over 200 when they
stopped putting people into the program.

How did you become an enlisted pilot? Were you
selected by choice, or was it chance?

When | joined the service, | didn’t even know that the
Coast Guard had any aviators. | was stationed at Fort
Point under San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge and | put
in for the Army Air Corps. Shortly afterwards the Guard
came out with a set of instructions on how to get into the
aviation field, and six months later | was accepted.

You were the Coast Guard’s last enlisted pilot, is that
correct?

! was the last one on active duty, but | was not the last
one to be trained.

Looking back on 37 vears of service would you say that
there were more risks during the early part of your career
or the latter portion?

Well, 1 can safely say that after 1951 | never got involved
in anything serious where there was a threat of danger.
From about 1953 on | flew one type of airplane, mainly
the HU-16. Before that, | flew the PBY along with a few
hours in a8 P4Y and a JRF. The bulk of my hours, almost
11,000 of them, were in the HU-16 Albatross because that
was the number one airplane in the Coast Guard for many
years.

Since you have so many hours flying the Goat, as the
HU-16 is cailed, you certainly are qualified to tell us how
stable it was in landing on the water.

It was a good airplane and easy to land in fresh water or
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sheltered water where it was fairly calm. | probably made
more landings on water than on land in the HU-16, at least
until the 1970s when Headquarters stopped the water
landings.

What do you think of today’s Coast Guard aircraft
compared to those you flew years ago?

There wasn‘'t much you could do with the older aircraft.
The Coast Guard right now has some good airplanes,
specifically those little Falcon jets which can stay out only
four or five hours and yet cover more area than we would
ever have considered. Not only that, but their whole
search area can be programmed into the computer and the
only time they have to actually fly the plane is when taking
off or landing. It sure would have been nice to have some-
thing like that when [ was flying long patrols.

Clearly there must have been a great deal of flying done
by the seat-of-your-pants method.

That was true, so much so that there was no set way to
fly. Every instructor taught the student a different way.
There was no standardization and, when it came time for
you to become the instructor, you taught the way you
wanted to.

Do you feel that today’s pilots are trained better than in
your day?

Well, if you always had the same instructor, you'd be-
come used to the way he flew and do it his way, and it
wouldn’t make much difference. But now you fly with
different people all the time and you have to know what
the other guy is going to do. That's why today’s standardi-
zation system is so important and contributes to better
training,

‘Since you have actively been invelved in Coast Guard
Aviation for a great many years, you have seen-probably
more changes than anyone else flying.

The two biggest changes have been when the Coast
Guard came out with the pilot standardization program
about 1962, and a policy called crew mission time. Basically,
they made things safer by improving training with better
regulation of flight time and crew rest.

When you see the newspaper headlines or the late night
TV news and there is a story about a rescue made by a
Coast Guard Aviator, do you ever wonder whether you
couild have done it in a different manner, or perhaps a
better way?

It's hard to say without being in the situation at the
time and having to make the decision on the spot. From my
experience, every mission is different in one way or another
and the pilot has to rely on his training and experiences and
those of his crew if he is to do the best job he can. ®
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(Photo by PA2 Reginald V. Reese)

The Ancient Albatross

MASTER CHIEF Aviation Machinist’s Mate John P. Greathouse
(right), an enlisted aviation pilot, assists Capt. William D. Harvey
(left) into the traditional Ancient Albatross flight uniform with the
help of Capt. Don S. Bellis. The honor is held by the Coast Guard
aviator on active duty who has held that designation for the
longest period of time. Greathouse, who is retiring after 37 years’
active duty, is relinquishing the honor to Harvey.
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Greathouse Is New
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MOBILE, Ala. — The reigning
«“Ancient Albatross™ of the Coast
Guard is a rare bird indeed.

In 1966, when Coast Guard avia-
tion celebrated its golden anniver-
sary, the Commandant establish-
ed the Ancient Albatross Award to
honor the Coast Guard pilot who
has been on active duty for the
longest time. The award is passed
on when the incumbent retires.

In recent ceremonies in Seattle,
Master Chief Machinist’'s Mate-
Aviation Pilot John Pershing
Greathouse received the Ancient
Albatross Award from retiring
incumbent Rear Adm. Chester
Richmond. ok

Greathouse is distinguished
from the five previous recipients
of the award by the fact that he is
an enlisted pilot. Further, he is
distinguished from all other Coast
Guard pilots because he is the last
enlls’teéJ pilot in the Coast Guard.
Not since World War II have en-
listed men heen trained as pilots.

He was born Nov. 22, 1918, in
Wills Point, Tex., and named after
the Gen. John J. “‘Black Jack”
Pershing. He entered the Coast
Guard in 1941, when he was 23, on
the advice of his basketball coach.

“At the time I didn’t know much
about the Coast Guard, but I knew
that I didn’t want to be drafted
into the infantry,” he says.

He started flight training at

" Grosse Isle, Mich., in 1942 and re-

ceived his wings at Pensacola
Naval Air Station in 1943. He held
a commission on twe occasions
but had to revert to enlisted status

MOST SENIOR CGd PILOT

because of budgetary reasons.
The last reversion, in 1947, was
robably a saving factor for him
ause his continuance as a com-
missioned officer surely would
have cut his active flying status.

Greathouse has served at
numerous Coast Guard Air Sta-
tions throughout the United States
and currently is stationed at the
Coast Guard Aviation Training
Center in Mobile, Ala. This is his
third assignment on the Gulf
Coast, and he says, ‘““Coming back
to the Gulf Coast is throwin’ the
rabbit back in the briar patch!”
Obviously it is one of his favorite
areas. :

At the Aviation Training Center,
Greathouse is working in the
Search and Rescue Division doing
what the Coast Guard has done for
s0 many years — locating and aid-
ing boaters in distress,

He feels that being the Ancient
Albatross is a great honor, but
this: is not the first time he has
made Coast Guard aviation histo-

Ty.

He was the first pilot ever to
bail out of a helicopter. On Sept.
25, 1945, while on a flight over
south Philadelphia, the entire
rotor assembly came off his heli-
copter. He and his flight mechan-
ic, John Smith, immediately bail-
ed out at 4500 feet. Greathouse
landed right in the middle of the
intersection of Broad and Bigler
Streets in midtown Philadelphia.
Miraculously, no one was injured
in that accident.

He also holds the record for the

greatest number of flight hours by
any Coast Guard pilot — more
than 13,500. It is unlikely that any
Coast Guard aviator will ever lop
that figure. It seems a coincidence
that he has logged more than 10,-
000 of those hours in a Grumman
HU-16 Albatross aircraft, which is
another record in itself.

‘Aient Albatross’

He has more than 36 years in the
Coast Guard. People now are ask-
ing him when he thinks he will re-
tire, But he says, **They have been
asking me how much longer I'll be
around ever since I went over 20
years of service.” :

Another interesting aspect
about him is that he is the first

St
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. (Photo Gibso)
COAST GUARD Commandant Adm. Owen W. Siler presents the Ancient Albatross Award to Master
Chief John Pershing Greathouse during recent ceremonies in Seattle.

person to hold the Ancient Alba-.
tross Award and still be flying on
a day-to-day basis. All the prio
recipients were staff officers wh
had heen at desk jobs for a lon
time,

You might say that the Ancien
g}batruss is a rare bird who stil

ies.
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To: Chief, Office of Operations

From: Chief, Search and Rescue Division

Ancilent Albatross Award

f 1. The subject award is presented to the CG
' pilot on active duty holding the earliest

_ designation.

; 2. Presently, RADM RICHMOND is the "Ancient

| Albatross". The attached letter directs CO,

| ATC Mobile to have ADCMAP GREATHOUSE proceed

| to Seattle and receive the award from RADM
RICHMOND immediately after the Admiral's re-
The Commandant

' tirement ceremony on 30 June.
will attend the ceremony and also, deliver a

| short speech on the subject. The speech has

| already been prepared and delivered to the
Commandant's office by G-0SR-2 in accordance

with previous instruction from that office.

Re:

} 3. I recommend that you initial the "Four Star"
| letters located on the opposite leaf and also,
sign the attached letter. A TONO will be in-
serted after you affix your signature.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
. MAILING ADDRESS:
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD  U:S.COAST GUARD (G-0SR-2)

WASHINGTOI‘% D.C. 20590

prone: 202-426-0952

* 1650
9 JUN 1977

‘From: Commandant
To : Commanding Officer, U. S. Coast Guard Aviation Training
Center, Mobile, AL

Subj: Ancient Albatross Award

1. Master Chief John P. GREATHOUSE has been designated as the next
recipient of the Ancient Albatross Award. RADM Chester RICHMOND,
Commander, Thirteenth Coast Guard District, is the current holder of the
coveted title. In view of the Commandant's plans to participate at RADM
RICHMOND's retirement ceremony in Seattle, Washington, it would be most
appropriate to have Chief GREATHOUSE receive the subject award from the
Commandant immediately following the retirement proceedings.

2. Chief GREATHOUSE is directed to report to CCGDTHIRTEEN no later than
0800, 30 June in order to be properly briefed prior to his participation
in the Ancient Albatross Award ceremony.

3. Utilize TONO D7R%/90 . PERDIEMAUTH. GOVCOMLAIRAUTH. TRAVCHAR
CGOE 69X0201 SUBACCT 98-30.12.10. COST CODE 70525. Please advise COMDT
(G-0SR-2) total amount of funds obligated under this tono.

NetL .

. C. VENZKE T —— -
Chief, 0f£ice of OpdTationd
- "

Copy to: ADCMAP Greathouse
RADM Richmond (CCGD13)

T R I e I L L N S 1)


http:98-30.12.10

(G-OSR-2)
-202-426-09352
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From: Commandant
To : Commanding Officer, U. S. Coast Guard Aviation Training
Center, Mobile, AL

Subj: Ancient Albatross Award

1. Master Chief John P. GREATHOUSE has been designated as the next
recipient of the Ancient Albatroas Award. RADM Chester RICHMOND,
Commander, Thirteenth Coast Guard District, is the curreat holder of the
coveted title. In view of the Commandant's plans to participate at RADM
RICHMOND'e retirement ceremony in Seattle, Washington, it would be most
appropriate to have Chief GREATHOUSE receive the subject award from the
Commandant immediately following the retirement proceedings.

2. Chief GREATHOUSE 1s directed to report to CCGDTHIRTEEN no later than
0800, 30 June in order to be properly briefed prior to his participation
in the Ancient Albatross Award ceremony.

3. Utilize TONO D7S28/90 , PERDIEMAUTH. GOVCOMLAIRAUTH. TRAVCHAR

CGOE 69X0201 SUBACCT 98-30.12.10. COST CODE 70525. Please advise COMDT
(G-0SR-2) total amount of funds obligated under this tomo.

N, C, VENZKE \E
Chief, 0£fice of Opérationd’

Copy to: ADCMAP Greathouse
RAD}M Richmond (CCGD13)



http:98-30.12.10

DEPT. OF TRANSP., U.S.C.G., cesswev. 2-68) CLEARANCE SHEET

T (G-05%~2)

CEAR—

202-426-0952
1650
9 JUN 177
From: Commandant
To : Commanding Officer, U. 8. Coast Cuard Aviation Traiaing

Center, ¥obile, AL
Subj: Ancieant Albatross Award

1. Mastor Chief John P. GREATHOUSE has been designated ss the next
recipient of the Ancient Albatross Award. RADM Chester RICEMOND,
Comander, Thirteeath Coast Guard District, 18 ths current holder of the
covaeted title. In view of the Commandant's plsns to participate at RADM
RICMMOID'Ss retirement ceremony in Seattle, Washington, it would be most
appropriate to heave Chief GREATHOUSE receive the subject award from the
Cozmmandant immediately following ths retirament proceedings.

2. Chief GREATHOUSE is directed to report to CCGDTHIRTEEN no later than
0800, 30 June in order to be properly briefed prior to his participation
in the Ancient Albatross Award ceremony.
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Admiral NELSON, Admiral MATTESON, Admiral Siler, Admiral
Thorsen, Admiral Applebaum, Admiral Herr, Captain Schrode, Captain
ARNOLD, Ancient Albatross Master Chief Woltz, Distinguished Guests
and fellow Coast Guard men and women it is indeed a pleasure for me to
be here in Savannah . As you can see by what | am wearing | thought
it would be winter here. But when you get to be the ancient anything
you are entitled to lapses in memory.

| am most impressed by remarkable changes that have occurred here at
the Air Station over the past few years. Changes that many of you have
helped make happen. A station that was once a sleepy hollow and is now
a hub of activity. As | look around | am proud of all that has been
accomplished and | am proud of you for help making it happen.

| would like to start by thanking the guests for coming. To take time
from your busy schedules means a lot to us all.

| would also like to thank the men and women of Coast Guard Air
Station Savannah. These ceremonies don’t just happen. They take a lot
of work by a lot of people. Doing the planning, sending out the
invitations, setting up the hangar, arranging for the reception that
follows an event such as this are just a few of the many tasks that you
have done. Several of you have been working for months to make this
day a success. | know it will be a great day. For all you have done |
thank you.

Originally the Commandant was to be our Master of Ceremonies. He
spent a good deal of his time thirty nine years ago, as a cadet, trying
to keep Admiral Matteson and | out of trouble. With Captain Harris and
a few other class mates present as catalysts he felt we might stray a
little today. Unfortunately because of a very demanding schedule he
wasn’t able to come.

We are extremely fortunate to have a terrific substitute in Admiral
Nelson. Although | like to think of him as a good friend | am afraid his
desire to preside over this historic occasion stems from a perception that
this is a great opportunity for revenge for abuse that Admiral Matteson
and | may have heaped upon him as a cadet. | can certainly understand



that feeling because as a high school graduate fresh out of Youngstown,
Ohio he needed considerable improvement. The shear fact that he is our
Vice Commandant is proof of the good job we did in molding him into
being a fine officer. The only mistake we made was we failed to instill in
him a love of flying and aviation. He therefore was doomed to be a
sailor. At least he was smart enough to choose Icebreakers like the
Southwind and Westwind otherwise known as Coast Guard Aircraft
carriers.

Today | am being relieved by my classmate and good friend Admiral Tom
Matteson. You have a brief summary of his history in your program. |
want to tell you some things about Admiral Matteson that are not in the
program. Since we have never been stationed together | thought | would
write his Commanding Officers to see what they could tell me. The first
reply | received one of his commanding Officers said that he couldn’t
remember Lt Matteson but he was sure he must have been a fine officer.
There is proof that in obscurity lays security. | must admit | have a hard
time thinking Admiral Matteson could be obscure anywhere.

That characteristic aside, he is one of the finest officers | know. He has
a deep love for the Coast Guard and a strong dedication to aviation. To
gather a little data on Admiral Matteson | browsed through his awards
file in Headquarters. The first thing that jumps out is Admiral Matteson,
like myself, spent a lot of time in Coast Guard Headquarters. If you look
back at previous ancient Albatrosses you will find that to be a common
characteristic. Admiral Thorsen, Admiral Thompson, Admiral Robins
and many of their predecessors spent considerable time in Headquarters.
Admiral Matteson was Chief of the Aviation Branch, in the Search and
Rescue Division back in 79 to 81. He had the challenging task of keeping
fixed wing resources in place while we were giving birth to the HU-25.
For a variety of reasons the gestation period for our replacement for the
HU-16 was unusually long. Managing the phase in for a new resource is
always a challenge. Deciding who gets what and when everything is in
a state of flux is no small problem. Working with the engineers to assure
the support is in place is complicated by the fact that engineers often
think they are driving the train. Then there is the personnel types that
you need to work with to assure people are trained and the right people
are at the right place at the right time. Putting it all together so that the
folks in the field - you guys - can do the job is a management feat of no



small means.

While Chief of the Aviation Branch he also pressed for C-130
standardization visits and worked for the upgrading of several Air
Stations. The superb job he did is attested to by his being awarded the
Coast Guard Meritorious Service ribbon.

Admiral Matteson Commanded Coast Guard Air Station Borinquen.
Besides the fact that | heard that he was known to throw the message
board on occasion and was never found to be a loss for words, usually
transmitted in a very loud voice, he was a terrific Commanding Officer.
While it is notable that the unit save 240 lives and assisted 440 others
that’s our job and we do it well. He did however receive and outstanding
in his District Material and Readiness inspection. Over my career in the
service | have seen very few oustandings passed out so earning one is no
small feat. At the end at the end of this tour at Borinquin was awarded
his second commendation medal.

While | could go on to describe his very successful tours as Chief of The
Officer Personnel Division in Headquarters, Chief of Operations and
Chief of Staff in the 8th District, Chief of the Officers of Boating and
Personnel in Headquarters and now as Superintendent od the Coast
Guard Academy | won’t. Suffice to say my relief and good friend is an
outstanding officer and is most worthy of his new title the Ancient
Albatross.

This ceremony is not about the Principals...Admiral Matteson and |. Its
about this coat, flight suit, helmet and scarf | am wearing. Its about
people, airplanes, history, heros and nonheroes. Its about our past, our
present and our future. When it comes to flying we think about people
and the great deeds they have done. Some of the aviators who came
before us made the ultimate sacrifice of laying down their life while trying
to save others. The first Officer to receive the Distinguished Flying
Cross was LT John Pritchard who flew his plane, a J2F-4, from
Comanche Bay, Greenland to an ice cap near the west Coast of
Greenland where the survivors of a B-17 were stranded after crashing.
The first Enlisted man to receive the Distinguished Flying Cross was
Radioman First Class Timothy Bottoms who was Lt Prichards crewman
on that same flight. No one had ever successfully landed a plane on an



ice cap before. At 1020, November 2 1942, the J2F was lowered over the
side of the Northland into the water and took off to rescue the B-17
crew. Bottoms was at the radio while Lt prichard piloted the plane.
Picking up weak radio signals from the bomber, Bottoms was able to
give the pilot accurate bearings on the wrecked B-17. After flying for 30
minutes over the desolate wasteland, the pilot sighted the wreck, circled
over the Army Airman, dropped a package of medicine and signaled he
was going to land. Regardless of the signals not to try to land wheels
down, the pilot set the plane down on the 2000 ft high ice cap. The
wheels of the plane sank into the snow up to the pontoons.

Since the pilot could not get closer than within four miles of the
wreck, Lt Prichard undertook the hazardous journey alone on foot while
Bottoms kept contact with the ship to notify the skipper of their
operations. After reaching the wrecked B-17, the pilot informed the
Army fliers his plane could only carry two of them at a time. Two
injured men , who could walk with some assistance, were selected. With
the aid of a third Army man, the pilot brought the injured man back to
his plane. Bottoms helped Lt. Pritchard and the third Army man helped
turn the plane around for take-off. Remembering the difficulty of landing
with the wheels down, Lt. Pritchard decided to take off from the ice
using the plane’s pontoons. The wheels were forced up and Lt.
Pritchard, with Bottoms and the two injured airmen, took off in the late
afternoon. After careening, sliding and bumping over the ice hummocks,
the plane soared safely into the air and back to the Cutter Northland.

The following day, November 29th Bottoms volunteered again along
with Lt. Pritchard to resume rescue operations for the remaining Army
fliers. As on the previous day, the reached the stranded fliers, took one
on board and after a successful takeoff, started for the ship. Soon
thereafter the plane encountered a heavy snow storm and crashed on the
ice cap. Bottoms last radio message to the ship was that they had
successfully taken off and that he needed weather reports. After the
storm subsided, search parties from a nearby Army base and from the
ship were organized to search for the lost J2F. A bomber sighted the
plane which was partly buried in the snow. One rescue party pushed to
within six miles of the wrecked Grumman but was unable to reach it.
The bodies of Radio Bottom and Lt. Pritchard and the Army crewmen
where never recovered.



Today we are much better about recognizing heroism and you don’t have
to get killed to gain it. In past years pilots always received the highest
recognition on a difficult rescue mission. We now see our rescue
swimmers in the limelight and often receiving the highest recognition.

Aviation isn’t just about flying airplanes. The people who maintain,
support, acquire and plan are also key members of our aviation team.
Just look out into our audience and you see people like Admiral Siler who
was not only a great aviator and distinguished officer, but was our
Commandant from 1974 to 1978. In retirement he and Betty have
represented the Coast Guard well by thier active participation in the Navy
League.

We are honored to have with us today our immediate past ancient
Albatross, Admiral Thorsen. As a member of the short range helicopter
characteristics board he is one of the grandfathers of the HH-65. He also
played a major role in revitalizing all of our ground support equipment to
give our maintenance folks the equipment they needed to perform good
maintenance. Admiral Thorsen also has earned an Air Medal.

Captain Harris, one of our few test pilots, who was responsible for
transitioning the HH-3 into the Coast Guard inventory. He also wrote
the specification for the purchase of the HU-25, evaluated 12 different
proposals, participated in the aircraft selection, then oversaw its
assembly and introduction into our fleet. | also might add that Captain
Harris has earned 3 Air Medals.

Then there is Captain Powers who is presently heading up OAV and is
guiding the introduction of the H-60 into the Coast Guard fleet of Planes.

Captain Krietmeyer organized and published the Aeronautical engineering
maintenance management manual which tied together our aircraft
maintenance policies.

Admiral Thorsen, Captain Harris and Captain Krietmeyer were all
together in the Aeronautical Engineering Division about the same time.
They were a great team but would have been even greater if they had a



few electronics types on their roster.

The contributions to aviation are not only by our officers but by our
enlisted personnel as well. We have in our audience the Enlisted Ancient
Albatross Master Chief Jim Woltz. He is an example of the dedication,
competence and accomplishments that our enlisted men and women have
contributed to aviation. The Coast Guard has always been unique in
having those that maintain their aircraft also fly in them. That is one
reason we have such good maintenance. Our crewman also contribute
so much to the success of our mission. | can remember early one
morning taking off from this air station in an HU-16 on a first light
search for an overdue sailboat. We found the boat overturned in long
Island Sound with a man clinging to its bottom. We decided that it
would take too long to get a boat on scene so we made a water landing
and taxied to the vicinity of the boat. We tried to trail a raft next to the
boat but the survivor was so exhausted and was suffering from
Hypothermia that he made no effort to get into the raft. We then
maneuvered the aircraft closer to the boat and in doing so the air from
our reversing propellers caused the man to slip from his boat and into the
water. Our crewman dove from the aircraft into the water swam through
the rigging of the sailboat and rescued the survivor only feet from our
spinning propeller. For Seventy six years it has been the team of the
pilots and the crewman that have made Coast Guard Aviation a success.

| am pleased and proud to be have been the 14th Ancient Albatross.
During my tenure | have visited a few air stations and talked to the crew.
| have tried to tell them that aviation is not only alive and well it is
thriving. During our time in aviation everything has improved. With the
great people we have in aviation today things will only get even better.

In closing | want to wish Admiral Matteson and his lovely wife Dottie the
very best as our 15th Ancient Albatross. He is a great officer and a
superb pilot who will bring a lot to the job.

Admiral Matteson, will you please join me for the changing of the garb?

| take great pleasure in introducing to you your new Ancient Albatross
Rear Admiral Matteson. Thank you!



John P G reathinese.

Admiral NELSON, Admiral MATTESON, Admiral Siler, Admiral
Robbins, Admiral Thorsen, Admiral Applebaum, Admiral Herr, Captain
Schrode, Captain ARNOLD, Ancient Albatross John Greathouse,
Enlisted Ancient Albatross Master Chief Woltz, Distinguished Guests - -
-and there are many, and fellow Coast Guard men and women it is indeed
a pleasure for me to be here in Savannah . As you can see by what | am
wearing | thought it would be winter here. But when you get to be the
ancient anything you are entitled to lapses in memory.

| am most impressed by remarkable changes that have occurred here at
the Air Station over the past few years. Changes that many of you have
helped make happen. A station that was once a sleepy hollow and is now
a hub of activity. As | look around | am proud of all that has been
accomplished and | am proud of you for help making it happen.

| would like to start by thanking the guests for coming. To take time
from your busy schedules means a lot to us all.

| would also like to thank the men and women of Coast Guard Air
Station Savannah. These ceremonies don’t just happen. They take a lot
of work by a lot of people. Doing the planning, sending out the
invitations, setting up the hangar, arranging for the reception that
follows an event such as this are just a few of the many tasks that you
have done. Several of you have been working for months to make this
day a success. | know it will be a great day. For all you have done |
thank you.

Originally the Commandant was to be our Master of Ceremonies. He
spent a good deal of his time thirty nine years ago, as a cadet, trying
to keep Admiral Matteson and | out of trouble. With Captain Harris and
a few other class mates present as catalysts he felt we might stray a
little today. Unfortunately because of a very demanding schedule he
wasn’t able to come.

We are extremely fortunate to have a terrific substitute in Admiral
Nelson. Although | like to think of him as a good friend | am afraid his
desire to preside over this historic occasion stems from a perception that
this is a great opportunity for revenge for abuse that Admiral Matteson



and | may have heaped upon him as a cadet. | can certainly understand
that feeling because as a high school graduate fresh out of Youngstown,
Ohio he needed considerable improvement. The shear fact that he is our
Vice Commandant is proof of the good job we did in molding him into
being a fine officer. The only mistake we made was we failed to instill in
him a love of flying and aviation. He therefore was doomed to be a
sailor. At least he was smart enough to choose Icebreakers like the
Southwind and Westwind otherwise known as Coast Guard Aircraft
carriers.

Today | am being relieved by my classmate and good friend Admiral Tom
Matteson. You have a brief summary of his history in your program. |
want to tell you some things about Admiral Matteson that are not in the
program. Since we have never been stationed together | thought | would
write his Commanding Officers to see what they could tell me. The first
reply | received one of his commanding Officers said that he couldn’t
remember Lt Matteson but he was sure he must have been a fine officer.
There is proof that in obscurity lays security. | must admit | have a hard
time thinking Admiral Matteson could be obscure anywhere.

That characteristic aside, he is one of the finest officers | know. He has
a deep love for the Coast Guard and a strong dedication to aviation. To
gather a little data on Admiral Matteson | browsed through his awards
file in Headquarters. The first thing that jumps out is Admiral Matteson,
like myself, spent a lot of time in Coast Guard Headquarters. If you look
back at previous ancient Albatrosses you will find that to be a common
characteristic. Admiral Thorsen, Admiral Robins and many of their
predecessors spent considerable time in Headquarters. Admiral Matteson
was Chief of the Aviation Branch, in the Search and Rescue Division back
in 79 to 81. He had the challenging task of keeping fixed wing resources
in place while we were giving birth to the HU-25. For a variety of
reasons the gestation period for our replacement for the HU-16 was
unusually long. Managing the phase in for a new resource is always a
challenge. Deciding who gets what and when everything is in a state of
flux is no small problem. Working with the engineers to assure the
support is in place is complicated by the fact that engineers often think
they are driving the train. Then there is the personnel types that you
need to work with to assure people are trained and the right people are
at the right place at the right time. Putting it all together so that the



folks in the field - you guys - can do the job is a management feat of no
small means.

While Chief of the Aviation Branch he also pressed for C-130
standardization visits and worked for the upgrading of several Air
Stations. The superb job he did is attested to by his being awarded the
Coast Guard Meritorious Service ribbon.

Admiral Matteson Commanded Coast Guard Air Station Borinquen.
Besides the fact that | heard that he was known to throw the message
board on occasion and was never found to be a loss for words, usually
transmitted in a very loud voice, he was a terrific Commanding Officer.
While it is notable that the unit save 240 lives and assisted 440 others
that’s our job and we do it well. He did however receive and outstanding
in his District Material and Readiness inspection. Over my career in the
service | have seen very few oustandings passed out so earning one is no
small feat. At the end at the end of this tour at Borinquin was awarded
his second commendation medal.

While | could go on to describe his very successful tours as Chief of The
Officer Personnel Division in Headquarters, Chief of Operations and
Chief of Staff in the 8th District, Chief of the Officers of Boating and
Personnel in Headquarters and now as Superintendent od the Coast
Guard Academy | won’t. Suffice to say my relief and good friend is an
outstanding officer and is most worthy of his new title the Ancient
Albatross.

This ceremony is not about the Principals...Admiral Matteson and I. its
about this coat, flight suit, helmet and scarf | am wearing. Its about
people and airplanes. Its about our past, our present and our future. It
is about heros and nonheros. When it comes to flying we think about
people and the great deeds they have done. Some of the aviators who
came before us made the ultimate sacrifice of laying down their life while
trying to save others. The first Officer to receive the Distinguished
Flying Cross was LT John Pritchard who flew his plane, a J2F-4, from
Comanche Bay, Greenland to an ice cap near the west Coast of
Greenland where the survivors of a B-17 were stranded after crashing.
The first Enlisted man to receive the Distinguished Flying Cross was
Radioman First Class Timothy Bottoms who was Lt Prichards crewman



on that same flight. No one had ever successfully landed a plane on an
ice cap before. At 1020, November 2 1942, the J2F was lowered over the
side of the Northland into the water and took off to rescue the B-17
crew. Bottoms was at the radio while Lt prichard piloted the plane.
Picking up weak radio signals from the bomber, Bottoms was able to
give the pilot accurate bearings on the wrecked B-17. After flying for 30
minutes over the desolate wasteland, the pilot sighted the wreck, circled
over the Army Airman, dropped a package of medicine and signaled he
was going to land. Regardless of the signals not to try to land wheels
down, the pilot set the plane down on the 2000 ft high ice cap. The
wheels of the plane sank into the snow up to the pontoons.

Since the pilot could not get closer than within four miles of the
wreck, Lt Prichard undertook the hazardous journey alone on foot while
Bottoms kept contact with the ship to notify the skipper of their
operations. After reaching the wrecked B-17, the pilot informed the
Army fliers his plane could only carry two of them at a time. Two
injured men , who could walk with some assistance, were selected. With
the aid of a third Army man, the pilot brought the injured man back to
his plane. Bottoms helped Lt. Pritchard and the third Army man helped
turn the plane around for take-off. Remembering the difficulty of landing
with the wheels down, Lt. Pritchard decided to take off from the ice
using the plane’s pontoons. The wheels were forced up and Lt.
Pritchard, with Bottoms and the two injured airmen, took off in the late
afternoon. After careening, sliding and bumping over the ice hummocks,
the plane soared safely into the air and back to the Cutter Northland.

The following day, November 29th Bottoms volunteered again along
with Lt. Pritchard to resume rescue operations for the remaining Army
fliers. As on the previous day, the reached the stranded fliers, took one
on board and after a successful takeoff, started for the ship. Soon
thereafter the plane encountered a heavy snow storm and crashed on the
ice cap. Bottoms last radio message to the ship was that they had
successfully taken off and that he needed weather reports. After the
storm subsided, search parties from a nearby Army base and from the
ship were organized to search for the lost J2F. A bomber sighted the
plane which was partly buried in the snow. One rescue party pushed to
within six miles of the wrecked Grumman but was unable to reach it.
The bodies of Radio Bottom and Lt. Pritchard and the Army crewmen



where never recovered.

Today we are much better about recognizing heroism and you don’t have
to get killed to gain it. In past years pilots always received the highest
recognition on a difficult rescue mission. We now see our rescue
swimmers in the limelight and often receiving the highest recognition.

Aviation isn’t just about flying airplanes. The people who maintain,
support, acquire and plan are also key members of our aviation team.
Just look out into our audience and you see peaple like Admiral Siler who
was not only a great aviator and distinguished officer, but was our
Commandant from 1974 to 1978. In retirement he and Betty have
represented the Coast Guard well by thier active participation in the Navy
League.

We are honored to have with us today several of our past ancient
Albatross,” Admiral Robbins as Assistant Chief of the Search and Rescue
Division, Chief of the Programs Analysis Division and then as Chief of
the office of opperation planned, fought for funding and directed
considerable growth and madernization of aviation.

Admiral Thorsen. As a member of the short range helicopter
characteristics board he is one of the grandfathers of the HH-65. He also
played a major role in revitalizing all of our ground support equipment to
give our maintenance folks the equipment they needed to perform good
maintenance. Admiral Thorsen also has earned an Air Medal.

Ancient Albatross Master Chief John Greathouse probably Trained more
pilots than anyone in the history of aviation. And he is one of the few |
know that has bailed out of a helicopter that lost its main rotor.

Captain Harris, one of our few test pilots, who was responsible for
transitioning the HH-3 into the Coast Guard inventory. He also wrote
the specification for the purchase of the HU-25, evaluated 12 different
proposals, participated in the aircraft selection, then oversaw its
assembly and introduction into our fleet. | also might add that Captain
Harris has earned 3 Air Medals.



Then there is Captain Powers who is presently heading up OAV and is
guiding the introduction of the H-60 into the Coast Guard fleet of Planes.

Captain Krietmeyer organized and published the Aeronautical engineering
maintenance management manual which tied together our aircraft
maintenance policies.

Admiral Thorsen, Captain Harris and Captain Krietmeyer were all
together in the Aeronautical Engineering Division about the same time.
They were a great team but would have been even greater if they had a
few electronics types on their roster.

The contributions to aviation are not only by our officers but by our
enlisted personnel as well. We have in our audience the Enlisted Ancient
Albatross Master Chief Jim Woltz. He is an example of the dedication,
competence and accomplishments that our enlisted men and women have
contributed to aviation. The Coast Guard has always been unique in
having those that maintain their aircraft also fly in them. That is one
reason we have such good maintenance. Our crewman also contribute
s0 much to the success of our mission. | can remember early one
morning taking off from this air station in an HU-16 on a first light
search for an overdue sailboat. We found the boat overturned in long
Island Sound with a man clinging to its bottom. We decided that it
would take too long to get a boat on scene so we made a water landing
and taxied to the vicinity of the boat. We tried to trail a raft next to the
boat but the survivor was so exhausted and was suffering from
Hypothermia that he made no effort to get into the raft. We then
maneuvered the aircraft closer to the boat and in doing so the air from
our reversing propellers caused the man to slip from his boat and into the
water. Our crewman dove from the aircraft into the water swam through
the rigging of the sailboat and rescued the survivor only feet from our
spinning propeller. For Seventy six years it has been the team of the
pilots and the crewman that have made Coast Guard Aviation a success.



| am pleased and proud to be have been the 14th Ancient Albatross.
During my tenure | have visited a few air stations and talked to the crew.
| have tried to tell them that aviation is not only alive and well it is
thriving. During our time in aviation everything has improved. With the
great people we have in aviation today things will only get even better.

In closing | want to wish Admiral Matteson and his lovely wife Dottie the
very best as Admiral Matteson assumes the role as our 15th Ancient
Albatross. He is a great officer and a superb pilot who will bring a lot to
the job.

Admiral Matteson, will you please join me for the changing of the garb?

| take great pleasure in introducing to you your new Ancient Albatross
Rear Admiral Matteson. Thank you!



