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PLEl\SE CREDIT 
U. S. COl\ST GU l\RD OFFIC\l\L PHOTO 
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:2 73
File No ..._____ _.._. _______ ____ _____ .. ____ .. Date: ------ ---------------­

Sub1cct: -- -- -- ----- -- ---- ------- - - ... ---------------­

Location: ------------------------------------------------------------------­

Photographer: -----------------------------------------------------------­

John Pe GreathoU3e, ADCMP-AP, the last remaining enlis ted Coast Guard 

Chief Aviation Pilot, prepares to take off in a helicopter from Coast Guaro 

Air Station, Elizabeth City, N. c . He pauses in the doorway to gest,ure he 

hopes for no repeat of the time he had to bail out of a helicopter with engine 

~rouble over Philadelphia in 1945. 
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File No._[~____!__________________ Date:.~-----~--?.__?.f_ 
Subject: --------------·--··-----------------------------· 

·--------------------------------------------------------­

------------------..-----------.......______.......--------------­

John P. Greathouse, Master Chief' Aviation Machinist's Mate and the I
f 

I 
, 

~last remaining enlisted Coast Guard Chief Aviation Pilot from World War ll, I 

I 

checks the controls of an HU-l6E "Albatross" plane at Coast Guard Air Station; •
iElizabeth City-9 No c. Greathouse, who has a record or well over 121 000 f'l.ight 
J
f,hours which no other Coast Guard aviator has reached, bas spent most or his 
[ 
~ 

fl:ying time in the HU-16E. Greathouse has instructed numerous junior aviators f 

in the handling of the aircraft. I 
I 
J 
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File No. __ _______________________ ___ ___ Daie: ____ ___________ __ __ ___ 

Subject ------·--------------------- ---·-·················--------- -- ------ -­

· ·· · ·-··-·························-~·-·:.:···--·~------ ·-··· ······· 

-- ------------·· · ······· ·······-~-':".:................................ 


Location: ...............................................................-.., 


Photog~a;->~er : .........................................---------::J 
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Public Affairs Division 
u. s. Coast Guard Headquarters 
Washington, Do c., 20590 FOR RELEASE 

OFFIDIAL U. So COAST GUARD PHOTOORAPR - G-APA-10-17-74 (05) 

Elizabeth City, N. c., Oc~ber 171 1974•• 

Master Chief' Petty Of'fioer John Pershing Greathouse, 55, last remaining 

enlisted Coast Guai-d AV:lation Pilot;, who has instructed junior aviators tor 

31 Y\3ars, re-enlists for another threa-yw3arS 1 hitch. Administering the ·oath 

is Captain To H. Rut.ledge, USCG, Commanding Of'.t'icer of Coast Guard Air 

Station, Elizabeth City-1 N. C.,, where Greathouse i~ stationed. 

One of a rare breed of Chief Aviation Machinist's Mate-Aviation Pilots 

of' World War II, Greathouse passed his own record of 121000 flight hours in 

the spr:i..ng of 1973. Prior to that he was the first pilot to achieve 101 000 

hours of fiight time1 whioh no other Coast C'TUB.rd aviator has ;vet reached and 

probab].ar never willo 

A native of' Wills Point, Van Zandt County, Texas, Greathouse entered 
Coast Guard boot training in October 1941, and as a Seaman first serwd at 
Fort Point Lifeboat Station, Calit. A year later, he entered flight training 
and graduated as Chief Aviation Pilot from the Naval A.viation Training Center, 
Pensacola, Flao 9 in August 19~3, during World War II. Not since the war have 
enlisted men been trained as pilots. Beside Greathouse, only' two others in 
the Nair.r remain of that rate. 

Greathouse served at various Coast Guard Air Stations, with more than one 
tour spent at Elizabeth City. He has held commissions on two occasions but 
had to revert to enlisted status for budgetary reasons. In addition to teaching 
junior pilots, he has piloted aircraft on rescue missions and late:cy-- on pollution 
patrols. He has a Coast Guard Commendation Medal for duty- as Aircraft Commander 
of an HU-161 out of Port Angeles, Wash., that located a lost vessel and directed 
rescua operations on June 1, 1962. . 

Greathouse and his wife Doris, with their two daughters and two sons, 
presently live at 312 West Church Ste, Elizabeth City, No C0 

I 

EAS 
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File Na. __[;S___..?__________________ D.1~,;: (!__Z_</_____ _ 

Subject: --------------··----------------------------------------------------­

Lo ca tian : _______________________ --·--·-----------------------·---·-------···· 


Ph o·i:o z;a D:1 sr: ________________ .____ ---------··--------------· ___ ....... ~·· 


John Pe Greathouse, Master Chief' 1Aviation Machinist 1s Mate and the 

last remaining enlisted Coast Guard Chief' Aviation Pilot, checks over an 

HU-l6E "Albatross" amphibian plane at Coast Guard Air Station, Elizabeth City1 

Na Ce Greathouse has spent most of his tl;ving time in the "AlbatrossJ' 
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PLE.i.;2E C. EDIT 

r':e r-o. __ ..rfl'.,_? ____ ____ :::~t : c ~ 1_'1..?.f 

SubjcCi: _ _---------------- --- ­

Lo~:i~icri: _ .......... ___ ____ ___ __ ___ _ 

Photcg:a~'i·'r: ... __ .. 
~----····---

John P Greathouse, Master Chief' Aviation Machinist's Mate and the 

last rama:ining enlisted Coast Guard Chief Aviatlm1 Pilot, chacks over an 

HU-16E "Albatross " am:phibia,."1 plane at Coast Guaro A1.r Station9 Elizabeth City1 

NI! C& Greathouse has spent moot ot his ~ing t,:tm.s in ti"le 11AlbatrossJ' 
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-:-;. IJ~~~--~-----________- ~~ -~·----~---r
_ ____. __ -~-~~--- ___,._ 
-- _.=-- -=:=-- -~------~--=---=- - --- ~----+--~~ - - - - ==-=-­

DATE OF' BIRTH 11- 23- 18 
- - - -- - Vanzandt co.-;--Texas 

ARMY£._L_!<CE_O~ BJBI_H .........._, ______ -------~ ------ ­

-- 11 

_ _M_Af!.!1:.t\h-SIAI.U~ __-- __ 

RECORD OF CHANGES 

u N I T I OATC: OROE;REO I DATE REP"RTO I RANK l R E M A R K s 

( l~-~6.=LL , ~coast #85, A}>ptf Ensi@ fy temp. sery. rank from :10- 1- LL )F~rmerly: APle 8- 6-L3___._ _ 
_ J~:._!ta~ _u~. _?r anc_sco 1 - - - ~L•..->:f-V_lf~ Ensi gn _!re~en~ J.Or du~y _ _ - ------=--... 
~·~_:_~·,q·~ ~ (..:'5""~£f-<L~- (.G~l~~ j\_L ll ~l't~ 
- - -- - - - - - -,--'-- - - ----1~.!- lio.A~~w 
(m.. 9-=.5=4Q-=.Appt... Jor t..e.l)lp ...sex:v_._ ;rey:o*e<l..effec__ti\re 8,,,,1~6;.. t o_revert ba't!k to per manent 

e~ste~~t~tul!) _____ , 


- ------~ -I ----- -1~- ~-- . 
~ _______ r--- I _L -i )_ Enl i.stoL 

.Air_Sj;~.t_~or~F a . ,:; . _ L __ _ -:--- I c~ AL~· -LL Status --~-~--

.TjL_ l~ -:f~~6- -:_ A_ppt~ .l:i~1-~t_o..!"~~P._o.E"iIJ'. eer_vi c~ r~from l-15-47.)_ _ _ _ __ _1 
AC~_MY' NewL~~«o_:i~~nn ._ _: _~ _!2-27-:._46 ]l ~~E:.!fi._ ~~igl!_ _$e!!lP_.D_ut_y-:_C.our~e of In_st r u_c-pon__ 
AirDet~Ch·.rM.aYP-o:rt, :na. _HDl42016May4J~- ..z _ ~_si,gn _ - j- ___________S ...y.:_j< _ 
A1r..Sta_, Miami.FlJh _ _ r s..2_5~4J1_J-i~~z _

1
...En.si gn- - r- -- - - -- - ­

--- RANK\ ns13n ___ - -;;-;.~i=·~)_______"REG:-No. _y---;;;:.....~-'=~=--''- John-P . _L 



SPECIALTV REG. NO. 

U N I T OATE OROl!:RCO OATE REP.RTO RANK R E M A R K S 
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DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION 

U. S. COAST GUARD 

CG-4035 ( Rev. 10-76) 


TO 

BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
I . 	 Prepare In triplicate elther·by typeWrltor or prlnt. 
2. 	 Send or lfZlnal and one "copy to Dl•trlct Public Information Olllcer 

for rev/- and forwardln/1 of orl/1ln•I. to Command1111t ( G-APA!S3)
J. 	 Retain one copy for your files. 

COMMANDANT (G-APA/83) 
-NAM E (Leef, tl rel, middle) 

GREATH-OUSE . JOHN PERSHING 
PRESENT STATION 

ATC 
MOBILE. AL 

HOME ADDRESS 

215 SUNSET BLVD 
BILOXI MS 39531 

' 

DATE REPORTED DVT I ES ASllGNED 

R 2POR1'8 CdNTROL SYMBOL 

G-APA-8003 

DATr: 

1- 22- 79 
RANK/,.ATr: (USCO or USCOR 

ADCMPP USCG 

- ~~f~~g~i&i~~~~RAINING
12- 30-74 

DATE OF BIRT.H .- ­ PLACE OF BIRTH 

11-23-18 WILLS POINT, TEXAS 
DATE ENT ERED COAST ' CVAR PLACE OF ENTRY ­

~~~1.:ATE AT TIME OF 
-LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA ­ SA10- 10- 1941 

F -'Ml LY (II moro apace le noodod, ueo " Romnrke. ") 

NAME 

FATHER 

JONH GREATHOUSE 
MOTHER 	 ­

LELIA. B. JACOBS 
5POVSE (Molden name) 

DORIS R. -FAYE 

TERRE JO GREATHOUSE 

z 
w 
er 
0 
.J 
i 
v 

- -· 
JOHN P. GREATHOUSE 

GINA F. Greathouse 

JAMES E. GREATHOUSE 
hOME TO ... N OF SPOVSE 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 

DAT E OF BIRTH 

~ 

~ 

~ 


-

2- 16- 52 


12- 22- 56 


3-13- 59 


12-17- 60 

DATE OF MARRIAGE 

10- 10- 49 

ADDR ESS 

DECEASED 


DECEASED 


215 SUNSET BLVD . 
:: RTT.OXT M~ 1Q'l11 ­

' .. 
MOBILE FL . 36608 

211 VINE ST. BILOXI MS . 39531 

LAURAL , MS 


215 SUNSET BLVD . 

BILOXI MS 39531 


SCHOOL OF SPOVSE 

Miami Edison, Maimi Fla. 
EOUC,l. TION ( Llet In order: olomenlary, high echoot and coltogo/ 1111/verelly.) 

NAM E OF SCHOOL 

BOLES 
ABILINE CHRISTAIN COLLEGE 
TEXAS A&M COLLEGE 
NAVAL FLIGHT TRAINING 
CA HELICOPTER 
r.AA.~']' r.11A12n Ar.AnF.MV 

LOCATION 

QUIN~ ,TEXAS 
ABILINE, TEXAS 
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 
PENSACOLA., FLA. 
FLOYD BENNETT , FIELD , NY 
Nl<Ll T.ONnON r.ONN 

ATHLETIC ANO E:XTRA·CURRICULAR DISTINCTIONS 
-

BASKETBALL, BASEBALL TRACK 

DATE GRA OU .. TEO DEGRE E 

5- 27 - 1938 ­
~yr:.-
lyr.•-

8- 6- 1943 -
2- 2- 1945 ­
'i - 1f. - 1Q47 ­-

-
CLUBS "N O ORGAN I ZA TIONS ME:MOERSHI P 

ELKS ,VFW, SILVER EAGLES , COAST GUARD ENLISTED PILOTS ASSOC . IN. ­

THE ANCIENT ORDER OF THE PTERODACTYL, CHURCH OF CHRIST 
BATTLES. CAMPAIGNS. OR WAR RECO RD 

FLEW ANTI-SUB7HRINE PATROLS OUT OF SAN FRANCISCO FOR ABOUT 500 MILES OFF SHORE. 

DECORA TIONS. COMMENDATIONS. OR OTHER SPECIAL SERVI C E DISTINCTIONS 

XME:~2~NE~~!G~GA~2R~IE2~E~fI~~t~NwRftFr~S~1CTORY 
l\l.ll'T'T()l\l.llT nl<' l<'k'l\T<::k' <::k'lHTTf'k' f'f" TThTT'l' --,;,.-·-'-,A'l'Tf'\1'1 

COAST GVARO PROMOTI ON RE:CORO (ln dlcnte rankl ralo and date• ol promotion.) 

SA 10- 10- 41-S2C l-10-42 -SlC-5- 10-4--APl 6 AUG. 1943 

Ensign- l - l - 44- CAP-8- 15-46- ENSIGN 1- 15-47 - CAP- 10- l -47 

ADCAP 4-2-42-ADCSAP-7 - l - 59 ADCMAP- 7-1-61 


PREVIOUS EDITIONS AR E OBSOLETE 	 (;PO 960·032 

http:Ar.AnF.MV


C HRONOLOGY 01" ACTIV ITIES 
($tut wllh llm• )'Ou becam• luJ/y e•lf-eupporfU., and /le t In ordet Jobe end e• •Ylce •••llnmWll• to preeenl. Include Co•• I Ouard • • • llnmWlle, 
••rvlc;e In other Ann•d Tot e.• o r Met chWl l llf•rfne, I/ell"' •hip• o t el•llone by n.,,,e •nd c/Y/1/- enuiloYD1• nl. Omit • eel1Nn•nl• o f I • • • th- e la 
month•' d\wallon unleee parllcul atl y elfnlllcanl.) 

DATE (Mo. 4 Yr.) 
NAMI[ ANO l..OCATI ON 0,. UNIT O" ,.l"M 

P081TION O" B l l..l..ltT 
<Tndlc• le title of p rincipal dul y.)FROM TO 

6- 38 9- 38 Texas power & Light, Terre l, Tx Installing Telephone Poles 
3-39 9- 39 AmP.r~can Potash & Chemical Working in ProductionDepartment / 
6- 40 10- 41 ~orp . Trona Calif. 
10-4 11 ­ 41 · Boot School- Port Towensend , WA Boot School 

11 ­ 4 12 ­ 41 Capt. of Port , Treasure i s ., Ca if . Seamen 
12- 4 10-42 Ft. Point LBS, San Francisco , C< l Seamen 

10- 42 3- 43 - Grosse Fle . Mich. Primary Fl i ght Training 
4- 43 8- 43 Naval Flight School, Pensacola Flight Train:i,ng 
8- 43 9- 46 CGAS , San Francisco, Cal. Pilot Assist. Operations 
10- 46 7- 47 CGAF , Mayport, Fl . Pi l ot or Dance Officer 
8- 47 9- 48 CGAS , Maimi, FL. Aerology Officer, P.W . Assist. 
10- 48 3- 50 Rotary Wing Devolopmrnt , ELlZ . City Pilot Supply 
3-50 9..51 CGAS , Elizabeth City , NC Pilot Ops . Yeoman 
10- 51 9- 53 CGAD , Guan, M. I. Pilot Supply 
10- 53 4- 52 CGAD, Biloxi. MS Pilot Assitant Ops. Yeoman 
5- 56 12 - 57 CGAD , Kodiak, Ala. Pilot Assis tant Ops . 
1-58 8- 50 CGAS , San Diego Cal . Pilot Assis tant Ops . 
9-60 8- 64 CGAS , Port Angeles, Wash. Pilot Assis t. Ops . Navigation 
9-64 12 - 66 CGAD, Biloxi , MS Pilot Assist. Ops . Navigation 
12- 66 4- 69 Ate . Mobile , Ala . Pilot Nav . Sarcenter Supervis 
4-69 12 - 74 CGAS Elizabeth City NC . Pilot Navigation 
1-75 2- 79 ATC. Mobile Al. Pilot, Sar Air Crewing Ops. 

REMARKS (Ll • t Qen eral c ommunity nctlvlt1e• , relatives In service, di&tin~u1•h 1d rc lotivc•• or o ther inlormo tlon you consider newsworthy. 
Allacl1 11d d/ 1ion nl s h ee ts II needed. If y o u h11vo oxtra clipp i n g s of i nter eB tlnlJ n owM Items 1/1n t havo been printed conco m /n(J you, re fer to them 
her o and 111111ch .) • 

I normally did not have enough time to engage in community as most of my time was 

in 3 section Liberty and one day l would standby and they would call me on the 3rd 

day. 

Brother Retired U. S. Army 
Daughter 1st LT . U.S . Army Reserve, and gotng t o Anesthetist School 

Too numerous to attach clippings 

James V. Allred Former Governor of Texas and Federal Judge 
A cousin 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 

In nccordnnce with 5 USC SS2a(e) (3), the fo l l :> vln& Information i s provided to you when supplying personnl Information t o thou. S. Coast Guard. 

I . AUTHORITY which nuthor i zed the sollc1ta ion or the 1nformauon: 14 USC SEC 632. 

2. P R INCIPAL PURPOSE(S) for whic h informnt1on is i ntended to be used: Publicity. 

3. THE ROUTINE USES which may be made or the informauon: Public ity and P romotion. 

'I. Whether o r not D ISC L OSURE of such informauon Is mandatory or voluntary (ReQui red by law or opuonal ) and the el fects on ihe individual . if 
any. o f not provid ing a ll or nny pnn of the reques ted Information: Disclosure or this Informa tion is v oluntary ;ind would have no effect o n 
individuill . - _ 
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DEPART.'.IENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 
U.S. COAST GUARD 
CG-4 0 35 (Re v. 10-76) 

TO 

BIOGR>.?HICAL STATEMEHT 
1. 	 Proparo '" trlp llcato ofthat·by typo°'"1te.r or prin t . . 
'1. 	 Sond or/1Jfntt1 n nd ono copy to DltJtrlct Publi c Inform11tfon Offtcttr 

/ or rttVl&W ltfld l orwardln/J of or/Q1"a1. to Commlttld1t11t (G--APA 83) 
3. Ratoln ono copy for your fl1o~. 

. CO,\IMANDANT (G-APA/83) 

NAME (£.,,•I, tlrt>t. m /dcJlt>) 

G:R6/; TH·c>r.15c_:. J 0 }-I,,..,_; p € ?.2 S,,U/_,l/ c; 
DATE REPORTEDPR E SENT STATIO N 

ffTL> 
_12- 3o ..;_71L .._.?f.;/ () 13/L E , ff , 

HOME ADOR E S!! DATE oi: DIRTH 

:z_ I !:,- :;;-u /V-::,G -r 13,!. Vl) 

//-:J3- IP/3J,.:...t>.,.~ ~ ..-;... $. S"/ !~7 2 I 
DATE E NTERED COA:ST C:UAR1 PL A CE OF EHTRY 

DU T IES ASSIC:NEO 

p I "-<!>-r, 5,,,,,,z. -4/.a.c~,;....1 . 
1tSS"Sr~"-'' o f>c~r"'e>;J:s" 
~SSJSrrl'"-'T /1/;t> C// ~,-T"/:>..J 

PL ACE OF D IRTH ­ . 
vV I L'-.5 PO/,,.,Fr 

/ 
-r-c:.,,.,.-> I' 

.. 
RAN></fu,TE Al" Tl._.E OFESY 

REPORTS CO~r.tOL. SYMBO L. 

G·APA·S003 

O AT!! 

/-22-77 
RAH>(/ftATI! (USCC ot USCCR 

A-DC.o/~? v$'"0C 

.,-A!A,-/.N //fl 

(! /.) .. / ~ .. • -'ti,;<,'Jo-1c-l'1LJ.I tZ.os ,,·1 /.) 4' ,:;_,~ c-.-::_ . ......... ·""--~ -· 
 "'1 
FAMILY (11 mote 1pttce I• noedod. u ae "Rem,.rk•. ") 

NAME 

fo.. A.TH ER 

..:re, r-t ,/\.) c·· ·· •f" ,.._ CJ"I;;. c::· . -.; C R"-r:t · · r. ­..... "' .. . .. "" . ­
MOTHER 

J.....£,...t.../A f3,. .:::TA c rJ IS ~;·-
SPOUSE (Mniden name) 

D L)R_ t ~ R . FA !/.-'_-;. 

DATE OF DIRTH 

~ 

~ 

~ 


/Cr<R?. ~('.) G :~Iii'- , .._, :> :..>Sc; • ;i_-/& -S2. 
z 
w 
ct 	 ::JoH r-J P. 4 :'?. {31+ 1!-fo llS :: .~ 
0 
.J 

i' ~/,·v~) F. C::'>~ . y ­f'\. .f.t~ :-'-:) I ~~"'u 

.::T/J/1-j::~ E-1 CR61> .,-;.;o <.-JS:-:.: 
hOMETOW"I OF :S POU :SE 

/l/ I A 1t/ I F°!. ofi?.. I Orf · 

12 - 2?. - s-c... 

s- /'~- ~7 


)2 -J "7~ lo 
D AT E OF MA RR IAG E 

I t>-.1tJ - 'f9 ­

A DDRESS 

/) .r.:: t? - • ~ c;.: .,t;,~:;- ·. ~~_; I_' .: . . .... ,I,.,. 

D ..-:-() .. .- -·/'L,;,:... • •! t' .., ·: ->. _; 

. ,..:21 s- '5 (/ /,/Sc:?~ .. .,,./ i......'I•_...r•--. 

";'.' .. .._ ..... ; ',) .IJ3 I A CJ •L. ·' ~.I .:-. . , 

~,., ~-/::. .£.'" r;.i. . 3CC t5 r · 
,~':-';2// V1r/~ 51. /.~/.!..;.'~" . ... . ?, q~J l 

,_,,..!... n1.11!../rl-, I • • 

!!../..:;- $ v-r..J_~ t_- "I ~ '- / ,· ) 
,,~!!~~ -.3 ~ ::....-.. _:~ J(3 /~(~ ..' ' · 

S C HOOL OF SPOUSE 

I~// ,A/.1 .: 	 ,_·; . /?,,.!,..- / . ,~?/!-,/- ~·)/-><= "'' . . 
EOUCA TION (Llet In order: olrr.nenlttty, high oe1'oot ond colloaolun/vsr1lly.) 

NAME OF SC 
0 

HOOL. LOCATION D A TE C:RAOVAT<:O 
. 

D E GREE 

/30.LcS 

A-'8/"-.IN5 ~fl/!./ .; ;-:'1" •'I C!<;<.,1..Cc-;C: 

-JGYA-S A·"/- A-/. C.o ~~ 61"; 6 : 
j'/r1·•"1"1 ' ­ .l=.1-/e;'/"'"7" 7~,,,..,,,.,,v,,.,.._)c::; 
·~. e; · j-/e~/C-J 1',-C:/<... 

t)/K-;' ~ uAft.D /l-Cn0 5 ";f l/ 

Q t.J/A/,,.:.. /1 .,\/ I 1:5: y;r?"S · ---· ~- ~- ..­ .A Bf'- /N c: I ~r:;, _;­ ...) -.) •.. 
{!.-<J ,:...e...C-4 e:~ S -rrT" ON" -; ­ r;!: / ;J-S 

/)6/1./Sn.£.C~F',. .1 ,;::=,:..A 
/J f·;:::..._o..,,,·D 13c;,-JNt7-rr, r/£~ t> / 

N €w 1o-t>µo r1 .N, CJ.cJAJ/V. 

5· ;J 7 - i-1 ::."'? 
- ­-

;;>-~-I 7 '-13 
;i. ­ ::i ­ ,q ~ :::­

5-fb- NL/-7 

-
~ yR . 

I y.e·---
AT HLETIC ANO EXTRA·CURRICUl.A DIS TINCTIONS 	 ­

{3,4!-Se.=-6 ,,-:;·L... ,t_ , 7,e.;J e:..K., ­
[3AS tLGr6 .>}-1- '-.' 

CLUBS ANO O l'lG ANI ZATIO N S ... EMSERSHIP ,_ p/c...~-~- ('"':-; .!>:~::·.·::.. ·. ,.-' ~ ; -"'../~.,J·s·r;; µ ,J/l...1") 6#1.. tS.r~!J ,
E ..!-~· ~;./ V F rV 5 I .!... V €.~ ?..-/ !- rF.:. -:?;:·;/

1
Tt-!~ r,.-uc1E~vr e>~J>&<. o,C -;;-_,·:··c;·- P j?/e.CJ!>r.-c ry' / Cl I i •Jtt...C 1.,: ~crt/:... ·:,­
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ADCM\P JOHN GRf.ATHClJSE 

u. s. OO'ASr GUARD 

'l11e last rema.ininq Coast Guard enlisted pilot, Mast.er alief Aviation 
Machinist Mate John ~...rahing Gxea:thouse, will mtire February, 1979. 

He was born in Wills Point, Texas in 1918, Jolm Greathouse joined 
the Coast Guam in 1941 in Ios 1\nqeles. He attended traininq at Port 
Town.send, Washinqton. 

As a seaman, he served at captain of the Port at Treasure Island, 
california and at Fort Point Lifeboat Station in San Francisco• 

Ila began Flight training in 1942 at Grosse Island, Michigan. A 
year later, he was sent to Pensacola, Florida for further training. 

His first assigu:cent as pilot al.so entai 3oo duties as assistant 
operations officer at Coast Guard Air Station San Francisoo. In 1946, 
he flew and. acted as ordnance officer at Coast Guard Air Field Mayport, 
Florida. He served as pilot in Florida again in 1947 at CDast GuaXd Air 
Station Miami and also as l\erOlogy officer. 

He then spent three years in Elizabeth City as pilot and supply 
officer for the Rotaey W:l.nq Developnent Center and at the air station as 
pilot and operations yeanan. 

He sei:ved as pilot and took an additional duties as assistant 
operations officer, navigator, and supply officer at Coast Guard Air 
D:!tachment Guam, Coast Gum::d Air Detachment Biloxi, Coast Guard Air 
Detachnelt I<OO.iak, Cmst Guard Air Station San Diego, and O>ast Guard 
Air Station Port Angeles, Washington. 

He becaJre Search And Rescue Cmter SUpervisor at Aviation Trairiing 
Center, !>bbile, l\labama in 1966. He went back to Elizabeth City as 
pilot and navigator three years lat.er before retUJ:ning to ?t:>bile. 

At the training Center now, he has served as pilot and Search and 
P.escue air CJ:'E!\'aMll trainer. 

Chief rueathouse resides in Biloxi, Mississippi ~dth his wife, the 
fonner D:>ris R. Faye, of Miami, Florida. 

He has been dea>rated with the Coast Guard Q:mrendation Medal, the 
American campaign 1''edal., tt-.e 1\siatic-Pacific r-~, the ~'brl.d l\"ar II 
Victol:y Uedal, the National Defense l·~ and the Chast Guard thlt 
Corrmendation Medal. 

(ITDre) 
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adef Greathouse was bestowed the halorabl.9 standing "Ancient 
Albatmss" on June 30, 1977. He was designated Coast GuaJ:d aviator 
nuarb!r 334 on August 6, 1943. 'l11e ha10r is held by. the Coast Gua1'd 
aviator on active duty who has held the designation of aviator for the 
longest time. 
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Public Affairs Division 
u. s. Cmst Guard Headquarters 
Washington, D. o., 20590 FCR RELEASE 

OFFlUIAL U. s. COAST GUARD PHO'l'OORAPH - G-APA-10-17-74 (05) 

'IJlizabeth City, u. c., Oc0$ber 171 1974-­

Master Chief' Petty Officer John Pershing Greathouse, 55, last remaining 

enlisted Coast Guard Aviation Pilot, who has instructed junior aviators f'or 

31 years, re-enlists for anotber three-years 1 hitch. Administering the oath 

is Captain T. H. Rutledge, usoo, Commanding Officer ot Coast Guard Air 

Station, Elizabeth City, N. o., where Greathouse is stationed. 

One of a rare breed of Chief' Aviation Machinist's Mate-Aviation Pilots 

of World War II, Greathouse passed his own record of 121000 tlight hours :ln 

the spring of' 1973. Prior to that he was the :first pilot to achieve 101 000 

hours of f'light time, which no other Coast Guard aviator has yet reached and 

probab~ never will. 

A natiTe of' Wills Point, Van Zandt County, Texas, Greathouse entered 
Coast Guard boot; training in October 19hl, and as a Seaman f.l.rst served at 
Fort Point Idteboat station, Calif. A 7ear later, be entered tllgbt training 
and graduated as Chief' Aviation Pilot from the Naval Aviation Training Center, 
Pensacola, Fla., in AugtlSt 19431 during World War II. Not since the war have 
enlisted men been trained as pilots. Beside Greathouse, ~two others in 
the Nav remain of' that rate. 

Greathouse served at various Coast Guard Air Stations, with more than one 
tour spent at Elizabeth City. He bas held commissions on two occasions but 
had to revert to enlisted status f'or budgetary reasons. In addition to teaching 
junior pilots, he bas piloted aircraft on rescue missions and lateq on pollution 
patrols. He bas a Coast Guard 0011Dll8ndation Medal f'or duty as Aircraft Commander 
ot an HU-l.61 out of' Port Angeles, Wash., that located a lost vessel and directed 
rescue operations on June 1, 1962. 

Greathouse and his wif'e Doris, with their two daughters and two sons, 
presentq live at 312 West Church st., Elizabeth City, No Co 

II 
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John P. Greathouse, ADCMP-AP, the last remaining enlisted Coast Guard 

Chief Aviation Pilot, prepares to taka ott in a helicopter from Coast Guard 

Air Station, Elhabeth Oit71 N. c. He pauses in the dOOrft1' to gesture he 

hopes tor no repeat ot the time he had to bail out of a helicopter with engine 

~rouble over Philadelphia in 19bS. 

John P. Greathouse, Master Chief Aviaticn Mach:iDist •s Kate and the 

last remaining enlisted Coast Guard Chief Aviation Pilot, checks over an 

H1J-16E "ilbatross• amphibian plane at Coast Guard Air Station, Elizabeth City'1 

N. c. Greathoase has spent most of his tqing timB in the "Albatrossl 

John P. Greathouse, Master Chief' Aviation Machinist •s Mate and the 

last remaining enlisted Coast Guard Cbiet Aviation Pilot; trom World War n, 
checks the controls of an HU-l.6E "Albatross" plane at Coast Guam Air Station, 

Elizabeth City', N. o. Greathouse, who bas a record ot well owr 121 000 tllght 

hours which no otber Coast Guard aviator bas reached, bas spent moat or his 

~ time in the HU-l6E. Greathouse bas instructed numerou junior aviators 

in the handling of the aircraft. 
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Pictured above are, from left to right: R. K.Jones, Ross Jordan and John Greathouse. 
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The President Speaks 

Several hundred Eagles crossed large bodies of water, 
came out of the woods and down off mountain tops and 
crossed burning deserts In order that they,oould attend our 
14th Annual In Pensacola. Congratulations to those that 
made It, you wlll be glad you did. To those that couldn't 
make It I say better luck next time and I hope to see you at 
the Jack Tar in San Francisco this coming October. 

May I at this time take the opportunity to ~xpress my 
sincere appreciation to our Headquarters Staff and to all 
Wing Officers for their splendid efforts and unselfish 
support to this office during the past year. To Mr. Sliver 
Eagle, for 1978, Art Grebe, I am most grateful for his 
loyalty and dedication to the SEA cause. To his wonderful 
wife, Gloria, we all say thanks for letting him do all these 
things for the SEA. 

Fraternally, 

Chaplain's Corner 

OLD FRIENDS 

If old things serve to remind us of experiences of the past, 
oJd friends serve us even better; They are llvlng continuity 
from the past, accompanying us Into the uncertainties of 
tha future. 

Like old shoe~. they are comfortable. They have been 
broken In, so that they don't rub or pinch the peculiar 
Joints of our personalltles. Like old shoes, their souls flt 
our souls, and they support us even If we're heels. 
We may 1,ave an old pair of shoes In a closet for months 
and wear only our new and dressy ones, but when we go 
back In a casual time and put on the old ones, we're 
pleased to find that they retain their shape, which 
conforms to ours. Likewise, we may leave an old friend for 
months or even years and disport ourselves with new and 
dressier acquaintances. But for ease and casualness, we 
go back and take up with our old friends where we left 
them off, and find they, too, still hold their old sh~pes, 
which are so compatible with ours. 
With good, long-time friends, we have shared the 
development of our llves. ·They have watched us or helped 
us mature. They have listened to our noises and our 
silences, usually understanding pretty well what they 
mean. Having seen us at our best and worst, they 
generally choose to remember the best and forget the 
worst. Real friends are generous that· way. 

Old friends are harder to hang onto In the more transient 
llves we llve today. We or they move away, to new places 
or to new llnes of work. New Interests make us more 
remote from them. But we never lose them, because by 
then they have become part of us. 
Thank God each day that you llve for the prlvllege and 
treasure of OLD FRIENDS. 

T. C. Taylor, Chaplain. 



HE 

DID 

IT 

AGAIN 

Master Chief Petty Officer John Pershing 

GREATHOUSE, last remaining enlisted Coast 

Guard Aviation Pilot re-enlisted for another three-years' hitch on October 17, 

1974. One of a rare breed of Chief Aviation Machinist's Mate - Aviation Pilots 

of World War II, John Greathouse passed his own record of 12,000 flight hours 

in the Spring of 1973. Prior to that he was the first pilot to achieve 10,000 

hours of flight time, which no other Coast Guard aviator has yet reached and 

probably never will. 

ADCMP - AP GREATHOUSE entered Coast Guard boot training in October 1941, and 
as a Seaman first served at Fort Point Lifeboat Station, California. A year 
later, he entered flight training and graduated as Chief Aviation Pilot from 
the Naval Aviation Training Center, Pensacola, Florida in August 1943, during 
World War II. Enlisted men have not been trained as pilots since the war (WWII).
ADCMP - AP GREATHOUSE HAS SERVED AT VARIOUS COAST GUARD AIR STATIONS, has held 
cofllTlissions on two occasions and instructed many junior pilots in the fine art 
of flying . Master Chief Petty Officer GREATHOUSE is presently assigned to the 
Coast Guard Aviation Training Center, Mobile, Alabama. 
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AN/AYN-1 


AN/AYN-1 NAVIGATION COMPUTER NOTES: 

Refi (a) CG-273-124-1, AN/AYN-1 Operating Instructions 

Genera1 

The AYN-1 Navigation System is a special purpose computer which processes navi ­
gation sensor data and displays the results as visual steering cues , guidance 
commands to an autopilot, and alphanumeric information. At its inception the 
AYN-1 was a l ightweight computer system, and Coast Guard Aviation's first at­
tempt at automated navigation. Advances in electronic technology have rendered 
the AYN-1 somewhat archaic and heavy by comparison. Nevertheless, with properly 
maintained sensors it is sti l l able to adequately perfonn i ts designed mission. 

NAVIGATION MAP OISPLA Y I0· 1419/ AYN· 1 

NAVIGATION 
DISPLAY 
10.1418/A YN·l 

NAVIGATION 
CONTROLLER 
C-7133/ AYN·l 

Figure l. AN/AYN-1 Computer 
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JOH!}! .PBRSlllNG GR~A'rHO'CJSB 


MASTER OBIBF .A'Vl.ATION MACBINJS'!l'•EJ iilA?.i'I 

tlNl'J.'BD S'l'A'l'ES 00.ASJT GUARD 
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GR.BATHOUSE '* he~oy .a'ttflboriw.ecl '° ~CH"' fh.e Oou! Gue,.d 
C::cmi.mendoffon Medel. 

A 
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Donati~~ 
»'. Of $1~,~ 
~.. \ ' '\ 

.To;Lilli~,
' . 
NORFOLK-The Nod1 

lie Llhrnry will receive~ 
donnllnns In the new I 
/\udio..Ylsunl J)cpnrtmc 
the next three ycnrs. 

Arthur M. l<irkby, lib 
rector, !nid tho funds n 
clonnted lo lhc Henllh·' 
Recrcntion Plnnning Co 
t h e · Norfolk Foundali 
friends of the Norfolk Pl 
brnry. · 
' E a c Ii will contributi 
yearly for: a total of.$15, 
the life or the gift. 

!he girt will be used 
ch n s c audio-visual m1 
mninly films, in the field 
ly life t:ducntion for the : 
brary's · Feldman Audi1 

· Department. · . ) / . • . . . . 

Gift Thank-) 
NORFOLK ....!. .Acknc 

ments will be mailed to 
Catholic High School Sch1 
donors at the end of Dec 
according lo fund official 

The funds stnnds at $7 
Photo by Tim Hlc:kmon and contributions may 

made. 

L . 

.. ' 

,• 
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~~ge~~ ; Qut~~~~;~: ...,. -,:·: .~~ \~ . 

1W.?s.Best Pil6t~:: " "' ~- ::~;···,.·· 

. . i-~· .. . l :... """~ ·:::- :: ... 

··~ ':.{1~y~J~·~ ~;; .., •· ades flying s~a~;~:;;;,d rescu~ .,,~. 
·-· . ~(!'; • • . d ,;._,..:_ ..
•:'--si«iat ~TM v1,,1ntan-Pllot ·. missioo:i an ~,g out enemy. · · · ,.


'• - · • • . · submannes. - . · r :) .": . 

· £IJZABETII CITY, N.C.-John. He· was commissio~~ ~ce '·: 

~ 


Pershing .' Greathouse 'climbed • but was forced to revert back to .. '. '. . ...... . 

into:th~ cockpit of his first mili· . enlisted status because of budg- :.... 


: tary aircraft when .most of to- et:ary c\/t!mcks. Many enlisted- · 

· day.'rmiddle-aged generati?n· pi l ots experienced the .same .. . 

_.were gathered in front oi radios · problem and · quit the servic!?. 


listening to the thrilling adven· Greathouse remained in uniform · ·· 

tu'res of 'Jack .Armstrong, Sky and made aviation history, .. : .. " • · 

King, .and Hop Harrington. • · ·· The date was Sept. 25, 1945. , . · 

_-,The.year was 1942 and Ameri·· Greathouse was piloting one of 
 : ~" ·ca .had gone to war two months . the early models of-military heli-. ·. 
after. .. the young seaman from copters over'Philadelphia. With-. 

W.illls Point, Tex., .enlist~ in ~he ' out warning the main rotor blade 

Coast.GW!rd. : ·. · · · , ·~ J , : . ;"' spun off the helo .and fl~w_iptq . .... . 

. ,That~ was, 31 years ago.. Today, space. Greathouse decided it was • . : • ..,

m'ost of,-the pilots who. flew in time to make his. first and last 

World War II have hung up their. parachute jump. ~~.: .... .-. ..•.. 

militatY flig!it gear,and the three ·' :.. · "I landed at the intersection of 


- t¥io~~~ ro:.s · '!.~~~~;.~§.&:~ Broad_~_!Ji'g}e,rstree~ mucb·to . . ·':" 
memones., ... .. ...... -~; . the surpnse of pedestrians. The r • -.,~· 0 

·Last month, Greathouse, who helieopter came down several 

is:~now: a ~hief- petty officer and blocks° away.'.'-he said. "Needless 

t ~;e . only enlisted pilot in the to say, it is my most memorab)e 

Coast Guam, logged 00 hours pi!- experience in 31years of flying." 
otmg ·'G 'i-.u m m an HU-16 sea· As far ' as-he !mows, Great- .· . 

.. pfiries.;~,. · · •· •. ":: ·•._ house is the only pilot to a.rrive 
~~Most :··of my flight · time is · in the City of B'rotherly Love by 


spent ·flying water pollution and. paracnute 11nd the· experience • 

~temperature missions, the helpetl make him a legendin the 

softspoken.55-year-0ld resident of.. Coast·Guard~ But like many leg· 

Elizl!beth City remarked as he fit ends, . truth often becomes·~­

. one-.of bis·infamous cigars. . . .. scured by. Action..: · _ . · . ·· · -.. .__ .,.. :"". 
':;lea~ And Ile nlso spends a lot Most Coast Guard- aviatorn be­

of~tiuii'.teaching dumb jl1i5ior of- . 1i eve d -. that Greathouse quit 

ficers .how to. stay· alive jn the . ·flying helicopters after his Phila­

. sky,':.;,~~uckl~ • Lt. Terry 'Be7 delphia experience, but it wasn't . ... • 
• 

-·~ ;·acpam· of Kitty Hawk: "If you -'. until six years later that he trad- ? · ' • ' '~ ..• ~· .. • 


want to learn to ·fly the HU·l6,:-·,ed his rotors--,for the fixed-wing -.. 

· Greathouse is the- marl, to teach HU:16. · , ...• ·~: ....._.·· ... ~ . • · · · · ...·· · :. : .r·•· · · 

you, ·. but· watch ·out when he · Greathouse hai-. outlived ard ' · · 

lights· one of those cigars.in the . outnawn. most of- the aireraft · · · · · · · · · · 

cockpit."' ·· :.:·' '•'. ·- : ever used by the .Coast Guard. , "-- _-.;~ . 

. During his pre-cigar_. period, · During the·p~t 31 years, he has ~ 


G!eathouse spent several dee-- logged an .incredible ·12.000 hours • ·-~ . . 

~ ". ·;.... ·: .. y-.. · - ·. flight time with more than 9,000 ' 

• • ·:;'·... · • ··"' • behind the controls of HU·l6s. :..


Swimmin <Y Coast Guard officia~s say this is 

.., . t:J a re c o rd that. will never be 

. , 

8 
· · . ·. equaled. · · : • 


:"f. As for the ftlture. "I'd like to
ClaSS Jan. _:: . open a McDonald's hamburger 
stacl in a small town. Owning andjoli

NORFOLK-The \V. W. Rous­ my own business woul~.b~ an e~­
. ion Boys Club, 3401Azalea Gar­ citing challenge. Look up in the 
den Road, will begin its winter sky! It's super burger."· will.·ea 
swim program Jan. 8. 

•The club- will offer beginner, 
advanced · beginner, interme­
diate.. and swimmer instruction. ' Beach Man·· atMilt.1 

~All lessons will be · ta!1ght by 
Red Cross ·water·safetv instruc· ..,. 71' ., ., l' 

http:cigars.in


CopterJump27 Years Ago 
11 aurrltt;1 btok.e11'lr'e 1 .,,. 
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;sits de 
iJrr.vlr. GrcaliKl111e 

LmllP.ht i.11 

l4'1 dn1I.• 

1& IWl'I ~JI(! «IL 
J.Jwnng 

:raxturUr.g « 

~MM"'' ttic 
~hi · 

n.r i.i •• ,. t~ 
•~) hrttl" 
;in~I tilll"4¥.ttd 	

Willfdly ~t "'" lmenre~dlf.tll /11'
Ult' ""'Qr t~I oU. broad 11"4 Bider ,St.rtwtJt 1h 

G 1·1 •jqi ~"ll tD6rt.btrnm 111'1 Phlla(IPtpJii.a ~ ht no~ 
(~fectls. tmidnut St'->,.., q.iLlt! ;i r~· pasii:u:"'id SIWJl!I " IUIQJ'lSts. "1 ll\ 11fraid ~v 

.,.,. od buckJin~ co '-''in' fQ~ In Hop rathrr .sud. 
1btG• h11d Cx"wgt( dtnl)·," Ot~Ch<'•PR no~\! 

~h.tt\t ltJr ~esitfion ~. colicltl11181~ fl~ • d rN ti:..tl fMi 
~i.u.aon,.,.!OJ

th~ '?fh aanu.al 
t ho •dTcnture 

ff'day. CrutbiU&e said he Two Are Injured
C!rn~ rotor 

ran 4r~ n; 11$.ltJ. 
td1'Jp r llSdl In Local Wreckt111t 	when ~ brad 

ttameut.o 11v.­ 'f'AO pf'ft(JntWl'l'. l!"JJIJJ"ed irtil 
,~1· r ~ Ullly +'·ll'StArd:A 
---·- n n i:.:S. '' 1n1rll\ tI 

Greathouse 

CC<">:Jt.uiu«iho.-u P111tt JJ 

hf. l'4W.U Cl llUJe.sbJ}rf11 "'It fn• 
lhl' rirdeu' ­

Nelb1- Grea~ •'r ~rr Itta
"'"as 1r..hnod 1 ~ etm br.fu11­
dJt'd rnot t ru•:iJed lb.on. tn 
ihP ftr~pt~lWhPttf tbed!Jo .. _, 

'11«:' 

lo 

11~ 

i 
Ult• r,.h-L 

N111tit dl!y O•..uir <am"!Y1i111dlr..g 
·~•·t.11' I - W it dtnt11p.
~lyJn lhtlr btoha.U Ctl?4ll. 
lutd ;at' ut r i'.ml..tf ~8 
btm 


!\ht nl,:.· ~,...e 11!- JU 

<f41 t' !h r.ftti aw "'°"'""'Ii 

.s Hlth, oue~ilousc hs Lhc 
wbl~ itbf°"lnn c( .IH.lln.c tho 
ftnst rnao tu p.'l.arir\11t: (rum a 
l:cllcllJlll!r. 

To ~05llre UU.l ht ~1t!'t 
~me the> I.LAI m1u:s tit tlull ooJ 
f ' he! lti.;pUu· Ci rtiaf· •U!!:f 

l:-.t.111' t S. f foot IC flfW!' fina: . 
ffl Chf.! ?1 ~·~ !oJJmr\. lli 

fas I, Ci re.~t•use hr11.1 add~:! 
.cnr ht:l OMil l('I h11 ~ n1i1 
11llt'dlan Fft: reter..U}' bL'-..~mr 

4he lnJCuti At GU£.n1jlil~ :o l ., 
('A·~ 11.ew>; ~rt 11. lmlf'I: 

'J1tti• 1.&!hii,~·CmeDt .llitd thP 
uptcr r.tper p(i.,. \'tt 11 

U1lru stu t ~ u; ih'e 
Gr&~t!'s. Ml'l'if :till l:tl1 In 
l:~il.?l~li !JI Ampr:fcpr. n:lllr.an
lttofn..r, 	 . 
:rt'~ Uerd ..flllhUU[ :rru r!f 

C:o.i t G ~-ri a.:U &Jt,.
m!Rm Jilk<s w,r.; I .d hUt 

.!i'ell- • t ~~nb'"1 .Cits <:oout 
Gwmt - .Shulo11 

C m•hru:J~ If f•O! t, woa rht1 
1111 1~ penl'k1 !A.ti.;, sbuJ. ('Id op 
t'hre. w1i.. l~a:a I fulo•, b 
hirt.!uusc ~ la ' hr- nnly <.'oll.l.t 
Guard enfil1e:i r:da< on .t1lYt1 
du~. But .,.Jiltr ~ 1'3..:k DI 
tut!lotM <t<M'd DC CIKI ~u 
Qr-(«a. ~ 1141itcS. ll o1>d 
lll'l'lf! Wat luld 111 fl~ 

A l·ynr C:~1;t G~ril 
'IDtl~,., bl! SP'911¢... IDOlt ~ hf11 
ttm .. ninr ptlt>t n9 lll.M4 1-4 C· 
UO cucuti ;Phfl:as oa In lninij I 
~ «a~ and resw fti!hla. 
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,Chief Greathouse Holds Reunion 

\.Jly PETE STODDARD 

• Ad1•a11ce Stajf h'rit''' 

Chief Greathouse isn't an 
Indian. 

Instead, he's the first person 
ever to parachute out of 
helicopter. And that was over 
Philadelphia. 
. "If I had been another city 
block up it would have been into 
the skyscrapers and I surely 
wouldn't be alive today," he 
says. 

Greathouse is also the only 
Coast Guard pilot with over 
11.000 hours f I ying time. 

He is used to being an "only". 
Two weeks ago the Elizabeth 

City Coast Guard Air Station 
was the scene of the third annual 
Reunion of Coast Guard active 
duty enlisted pilots. 

Greathouse was the only man 
there for the reunion. That 
might be because he is the only 
Coast Guard enlisted pilot on 
active duty. 

"It was sort of a joke," the 
chief said. 

"I sent in a notice to the Navy 
Times that we'd have a reunion 
and they published it.'' 

Dut the chief couldn't help 
signing the reunion notice Juan 
P. Casa Grande, his name in 
Spanish. 

It might have been for the 
same reasou that Gre!lhouse 

·,. . . 

tried the first jump from a tleship in the Philadelphia 
helicopter. Harbor. 

l couldn't stay in it, so I Just by coincidence the chief 
jumped out of it." says had parachutes aboard the 
Grenthouse. copter. 

He had gone up on the mor­ "We were up 4,000 feet when 
ning of Sept. 25, 1945, to the whole rotor assembly fell 
calibrate the radar for a bat­ off. Normally just one blade will 

r-~-- ·~~...---;t-'T--..._ .......,. •• ···~··":'~---­

~ /~,_. . ~- '~~ti ';!~-r. 
' - ·~~ 

~{- ""'t ...._ ;- \ ----- ­

~·-. ,. .. '-..p... 

I ' i·~­...,._.._~--­

:~ --r.~---::­
' 11·- ­

.& 

., , 
c ' 

· : draft so I figur'2'd I'd ~a ;'.P "".'"? 
1chances with the Coast G:.:~:-d... 

he said. 
Six months later the Cc~-t 

Guard gave Greathoc:e a 
chance to fly. For that r!a.Son 
he's stayed in· for the p-1.St 33 
years. · 

"I've been commissioned s:i 

· 
f:)
! 

/. 
;"" 

' 
Greathouse 

Continued from Page l 
officer a coup~e of tiffies. ·· :he 
chief said. 

'. -· .• .: ! . • ·' "Bulif I had stayed an c:!~€r" . 
I wouldn't be nying no~·. 5" l 

. don't · mind being an e::l!s~ 
pilot," said Greathouse. 

l 
When he started flyir.g at !!:e 

·age of 20, there were o::.ly 4'> 

Coast Guard pilots. :\ow ~~ 
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fall off and then the hel:::;:e: 
will shake so much tr.at : x 
can't jump." said Grea~,:;..:=-= 

"But we were lucky··t!:e ·.; ~-:.e 
thing came right off.'' he SG.!. 

So Greathouse ::.i~.~~= 
casually into the Philad:::;..::a 
skyline with his copilot. 

Would he do it again~ 
"To tell you the truth I !-.He::· t 

been in a helicopter since.·· 
In stead, ADCl\IAP Jo!'::: ?. 

Greathouse, which me:::$ 
Master Chief Aviation ~1ect-.::.:c 
and Aviation Pilot ir. c.~~: 
Guard, flies HU-16 a~ C-~:-:· 
rescue planes on train::..g a::.:; 
search and rescue fligh:s. 

Last i.\lay, Greathouse ;c!._~ · 
his 11.000th hour on a tra::::::g 
flight with Lt. Curt Olds. 

It might not have tee:: 
unusual except that Oles !:ad 
been born October 10.. :;.;1 ::.e 
day Chief Greathouse er~!s:cd. 

"It was just like today ... :.":e 
chief said about his e:-Jist:::e:::. 

"I was trying to do4e :::e 

are 600 and the Coast Guard :as 
taken over the job of aJ .U 
search and ·rescue missic=s 

Navigating, especially O\"ef' 

-the-' seashore, wa~ _a_ roc?? 
proposition when G:-e.l:_'1:;.:se 
started flying. SophiHi:.a:ed 
radio communication and L::~n 
were non-existent. 

"ll was a real le-::?'..:::: :c· -,_:-: 
to follow train rr•:. ;.;_~ •· ::,; :. ,. ~ 
got lost," said the chief. 

"Dul they always told i:s :::: ~o 
do that because WE·m!g.!:: =-~ an 
Air Force plane co::-.::-:g ::e 
other way," he said. 

So the chief woll!d s.7:·.-t ~e 
problem by tuning !."le b:.ll 
radio stations to fi1:-d c:.;: "".::~ 
he was. 

"But a lot of times ye--;·~ :::t 
really lost," said 1:-ie n;>:-~t 

enlisted flyer. 
"You just don't kr.o...- li:.-:n? 

you :ire," he i-aid 

...,;. 

-
i 1 
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CopterJump27Years Age. 

· By JOHN RASBERRY 

Chief John Greathouse 
arrived in Philadelphia 'Z1 years 
ago yesterday. 

No. he isn't an Indian and he 
didn't ransack and piUage that 
Pennsylvania city. 

So what is so great about 
someone arriving . in 
Philadilphia 27 years ago'? 
People do that everyday. 

·~ The fact, ·fhat Greathouse, an 
enlisted pilot stationed at the 
Elizabeth City Coast Guard Air 
Station, made a stop off in 
Philadelphia is of little interest. 
but how he did it is a diffferent 
matter. 

During what later proved to 
be his very last stint at the 
controls or a whirlybird, 
Greathouse bailed out of an 
ailing copter over 

• 	 Philadelphia's skyline. 
Greathouse and a fl~ght 

mechanic, John Smith, were 
running radar calibr:: t!on 
tests for a ship lied up 
at... the harbor. when the 
bolts holding the helicop· 

' 	 I 

- ../
JOHN GREATHOUSE 

tor's rotor assembly broke wan:Uy at the intersection of 
loose. Then the rotor fell off. Broad and Bigler Streets in 

Getting down to earth from an Philadelphia the slight no doubt 
altitude of 5,000 feet is best done scared quite a few passing 
slowly. Greathouse and Smith motorists. "I'm afraid they 
thought so, too, and.buckling on were force to stop rather sud· 
parachutes they had brought denly," · Greathouse noted 
along for conversa lion pieces, an1i,.iti,..11dv. He admittec} that 
the .two bailed out 

puring the 27th annual .Greathousf~ 
recounting of the adventure (Continued from PagJ l)
yesterday, .Greathouse said he healsowas-a·little shaken up by
passed the erring rotor th•: !'rdeal. 
assembly on the way down. Ne!~er Greathouse or Sn:ith 

The 5,000 foot drop "wasn't was lDJUred, but a still beiud­
too bad" but when he landed dled motorist rushed them to 
and sprawled somewhat awk­ the h<?Spital where the duo spent

the night. 
• 	 f~e}:t day their commanding 

0 tee~ ttu:ew a champagne 
:!!tyinthetrbeha~.Greathouse 
hi~.one "'~r Jv "!'" •r.ing to• 

Maf• .. bec:,use he jumped 
wt. Of tJ--. ailing <'raft before 
Sm1.th, Greathouse has the 
~b1ous distinction of beinl! the 
f1rsl.t man to parachute from a 
he 1copter. · 

To ensure that he doesn't 
become the Jast man to bail out 
of a helicopter Greathouse 
hasn't set foot in one since 

I_n the 'El years folJowing. his 
fast, Greathouse has added 
anothe!' first to his budding 
coll~ction. He recently became 
the first Coast Guard pilot to log 
over. 11.000. hours _flying time. 

T_hts achievement and the 
he.lrcopter caper, plus vet a 
third stun~ promise to" E"ive 
Greathouse s name long life in 
the annals of American rnilita ,
legend. l) 

The third annual reunion of 
Co~st Guard active dut\· 
enlisted oilots was h,.1..: • .t

• ·- u !JC: 
year at~;: Elizab'c"th City Coa;t 
Guard Arr St;;~iori. 
G;~athcuse. the host. was !he 

onl~ person who shov•ed u0
This was I • · · . og1ca 1 enouqh 
~cause h; is the only Coast 
Guard enhste_d .Pilot on active 
d_uty. But despite the lack of a 
s:zeab!e crc'-\'d at th:c> reunion 
~reathouse noted, a good 
time was had by all. 

A 31-year Coast Guard 
~eteran, he spends most of h' 
time now piloting HU-16 and ~~ 
130 rescue planes on t,.a· .a 	d . 1mng 
n search and rescue flights. 

r ­
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PRACTICE l\IAl\ES PERfo'ECT - ADCM John P .. 
Greathouse. the Coast Cuard's only lmlisted pilot. 
prepares for a helicopter trip from Coast Guard Air 
Station, Elizabeth City. E11~ine trouble forced him to bail 
out of a helicopter some :;u years ngo. Shown here, he is 
apparently practicing that same m<inue\·cr before his first 
chopper flight in as many years. The <'hief landed safely in 
Norfolk, Va. a short while later - this time inside the air­
craft. 

\ 
Virginfa.n·Pilot,--~·aturday, Feb. lO, 1:173 Al 

·.. 
ii., 
:~ 

•, ·,·I ' •. ., 
t;. ..• ~ .......... ~~......~;~_ .... _ .... ~ • ........, ..........,.__•_______: • .....­

· Greathouse is alive and w~ll. (UPI) 

ELIZAF.ETH C I TY (UPI)­
)far.tl'r Chiff Petty Officer John 
P. GrP1rh,.,use of the Cciast Guard 
Air Sl.1titm here says he hnpl!s 
that lhf" pr.-.pie who make out his 
payd1eck haven't been reading 
the r.cw~.p;,~rs lately. 

Gmi thou:;e notes that accord­
in:~ to niows reports, he doesn't 
fXb;t. 

He i~ rakint:; f'XCC(.'tion to sto­
ri<"s r;:irl•cr this month saying 
that ti1P. last en!i~tt!d pilots in the 
m i I i r a r v services. :mown as 
"FJ~·inr, Pr~n~." h:id n:tired. 

TI1<? r e a s on that the Coa~t 

Guard NCO is nhjectir1g to th1 
stories is that he's a pilot anc 

still makes daily flights \\itt 
HUlliE seaplanes from here or 
search and re~cue missions. 

Actuaily. the Coast Guard sa:d 
in a news release Fridav, he·s 
not only an enlisted pilot in the 
Coist Guard but r.e·s abo the 
sole remainim:: eniisteci piiot i.i 
thP. Coast Guard. 

The Coast Guarti sav.; ther<o 
also 11re three eniisted pilots lei• 
in the Navy. The ?ilots that y.·ere 
mentioned m toe ne"·s re;iorts 
earlier this month were :'oiarines. 
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BREAKS OWN RECORrr- Master Chief Pe tty Of­
ficer J ohn Grea thouse recently passed the 1?.,000 hour 
mark, a flight time record unequalled by any other 
Coas t Gua rd pilot. Some time ago he became the firs t 
to achieve 10.000 flight hours. a miles tone yet to be 
reached by his fellow US<:G avi::il"r". He wns honored 
with a :::.~all ce.ebration in the Air Station rn.tngar. 
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CHICF PETTY OFFICER Greathouse holdJ a cl.us in the Ready Room at the coast Guard Slalion, Elizabeth Oty, N.C., before going on a trainJng missloL 
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Veteran Pilot Is High on the Coast Guard Despite Downward Trends 

WORLD. WAR II pilots, like ll29s. o:ight to revert back to enlisted si.itus because of bud· bloc!..'S away. Ncedlc~s to s3y, It Is my most 
have fade<! aw.17, hut don't lry 10 tell thJt 10 getary cutbacks. memorJble experience in 31 ycJr;; of ilyin~.·· 
John Pershi-·; Grc.i:i·c.usc. The 35-yc.lr-old,d~J.ir· THOSE YEARS have ~cen Greathouse pile upGreathouse h3s ontlastl•d most or the aircraft smoking Cc.•st CuJrdsm.m, is5lifl tcJchin;;junior an incredible 12,CCO hours of flillht time with used by his service oranch. On Sept. 25, 1945, o!iiceri; he .v lo ~t.li' ~live in the sk\', 31 years more than 9,00() of them at the controls ofhe parachuted into downtown Philadelphia when aiter he clir,bcd into his first coc~riit. f-IU·16s, called "goots" bec.iuse of erratic be­the main rotor bfode on his early model helicop· "Most ci my lirnc is ~11cnt ii yin~: wJ!er•pnllu­ havior in the air. They were iinally banned from tcr foll off. ihcre was nothing to do but jump.tion and oceJn·tempcrJture mis~ouns," expl.1ins l.:mdings and takeoffs on water because of the 
C:re.ithouse. but he still is invo'.ved in ilight "I landed at tlie Intersection of Broad ;md ri>k ir.volved. 

trJining de; ,;if<' bcir;; an enlisted m ..r:. The chief Bigler streets, to the surprise of pedestri.lns," As for Greathouse, he'll retire someday per· 

penyofficer w.is co111mi:>sioncd t\\icc but had to he rec.ills. ''The helicopter came down several haps to run his own h.imburser stand. 
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1974 

IN MEMORIAM for ADCMAP John Pershing Greathouse, USCG ­
the last enlisted Coastie pilot 

Photo depicts ADCMAP John Pershing Greathouse (right) reenlisting for three more years in 1974. 

"'In Memoriam for ADCMAP John P. Greathouse, the last Coast Guard enlisted pilot,.., 

ADCMAP John P. Greathouse, 86 and a retired Coast Guard pilot, died on August 30, 2005, at 

Biloxi, Mississippi from complications from Alzheimer's disease. Mr. Greathouse was born in Wills 
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http://www.pbase.com/donboyd/image/59585407


: 

~ IN MEMORIAM for ADCMAP John Pershing Greathouse, USCG - the last enlisted Coa... Page 2 of2 

Point, Texas and lived in Biloxi for 26 years. He was a Coast Guard World War II veteran and 
attended Texas A&M University. 

A man of very humble beginnings, he accomplished many records for the U. S. Coast Guard. He 
entered Coast Guard recruit training in October 1941 and served at the Fort Point Lifeboat Station, 

CA, as a Seaman 1st Class. A year later he entered flight training and graduated as an Aviation 
Pilot from the Naval Aviation Training Center, Pensacola, FL, in August 1943. 

On September 25, 1945, while on temporary duty at Coast Guard Air Station Brooklyn, he and AD3 
John Smith bailed out of their HOS-lG helicopter over Philadelphia after control of the helicopter 

was lost due to heavy winds. This was the first ever bailout from a helicopter. 

He passed his own flight-time record of 12,000 hours in 1973 and had the most flight hours on 
record at the time of his retirement in 1979. He was the last enlisted Coast Guard pilot. 

Mr. Greathouse is honored at the Naval Air Museum in Pensacola, and alongside the Wright 

Brothers at Kitty Hawk, N.C. The Coast Guard Aviation Training Center in Mobile, AL dedicated its 


main boulevard after him. 


Mr. Greathouse was preceded in death by his brothers, Hubbard and Reginald Greathouse. 

Survivors include his beloved wife of 58 years, Doris R. Greathouse, and four loving children and a 


grandson, Terre Matranga, John Greathouse Jr., Gina F. Greathouse, James F. Greathouse and 

Matthew Greathouse. 


Family services were held at Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home on Pass Road, Biloxi with Church of 

Christ Minister Roger Mills on September 23, 2005. He was laid to rest at Biloxi National Cemetery. 


He is greatly loved by his family and will be sadly missed. 


349 hits on http://www.pbase.com/airlinerphotos before adding to this site 


other sizes: small medium original 
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Unless otherwise noted, all images are copyrighted by Don Boyd 

post a comment 

Don Boyd 11-Feb-2008 06:24 

Thank you for that correction. I only copied the article into the description not knowing of 
the Navy's enlisted pilot retiring later. I have made corrections. 

Don 

Guest 11-Feb-2008 05:57 

I wasn't aware that Master Chief Greathouse had joined the Great Majority. Fair Winds 
and Following Seas for one of the legends, the Naval Aviation Pilot. However, he wasn't 
the last Enlisted pilot, that distinction goes to Master Chief R. K. Jones USN (NAP Jones) 
who retired in 1981. 
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PERMANENT ADDRESS l= / .,s­ ..,_5"'u NSEr ..... 

.. .NAVAL AVIATION PILOT PROFILE 

. 

.....PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND ENTER (ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET) 
IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER, ALL SHIP, STATIONS AND UNITS WITH 
DATES, EVEN IF APPROXIMATE. TO WHICH YOU WERE ATTACHED. 

. 
•. 
••... 

198 P? 
• 

NAME c;·K.E/f-rH'C,tJ5c :JOr/,V p ::>SN ~ S-¥-1-9-'9 "2 S-:­. 
(Last} (First) (Initial) ....

SERVICE NO. 2.3K--CJ 71 •.. 
PLACE OF BIRTH '1..-l// L...L.S P(uA// T ~- X/1-S DATE / J-:l 3-/P ... 

TELEPHONE NUMBER (Include Area Code) 6 ~ / -~ 3::l - P/ SL£ .: 
WIFE'S NAME p~ /SI s; R.. G'/S:EArHo (.l~CHILDREN -rc.el?G -::rd. 3.S- .. 
"3""~1h'/v' F:,-3"1:.. :3<; Ct".l(,A r. .;ly -::T/i-A-rE-5 E. 66. : . 
ENLISTED, NAVY, USMC,@ .I. ~S AN<.'(.kL65' (14)._/F; DATE /t::'-/0 191/ : 


(Place) I • 

/J·lX:!.A;/fP: 


ENLISTED RATINGS HELD SA= .C::E"I- i/c S'EA ~, AP/, eii'P; AIJ<!/tiP '4/>~S.riP:
7 • ' •. 

DATE DESIGNATED NAP A-04 os·r {i,' / '}Lf=.'f NAP DESIGNATION NUMBER /..3J./. . : .. 
TOTAL FLIGHT HOURS, MIL!TARY _1_4..L---/_,Y_~-- .FLIGHT CLASS NUMBER --- ­ .. 
TOTAL FLIGHT HOURS, CIVILIAN d/c;yE .... 

DATE OF COMMISSION (First) / 0 c-·r I 'f LI- 4- (Subsequent) .,yA-·N, I~ 19~ 7 : . 
DATE DESIGNATED NAVAL AVIATOR I ei c·r 19<! </- DESIGNATION NUMBER -33~ :. 
OFFICER RANKS HELD C /\/ S: I~ /(.../ r W / e_C,, : .. 
DATE MILITARY (Discharge) --------- (Retired) r.e7.5JC'c.;rly ":2. 2t f<j 7f .. 

_&::;:_,.. <S'/(" A J .. PRESENT RANK/RATING (Retired/Other) ---=£~...rrv;.._...-_...,.__;;'v_____________ ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~.~~. ~~~ r?A~~ . 




Port Tolfllsend , Wash. Boot School ectober 1941 

Treasure Island November 1941 

Groose Ile, Misch Oct 1942 to Karch 1943 Primary Flight Training 

Pensacola April 1943 to ~ugust 6 , 1943 flight training. 

c,as San Francisco August 1943 to September 1946 

CG~F, May Port, Fla to January 1947 

Coast Guard Academy, New London, Conn Feb to May 1947 OCS 

Mayport, CG~F June 1947 to August 1947. 

CG~S, Miame ~ept 1947 to Sept 1948 

Rotory ~ind Develepment Unit, Elizabeth City October 1948 to March 1950 

CG~S, Elizabeth City, ~pril 1950 to £ugust 1951. 

CGiD, Guam, M.I. September 1951 to ueptember 1953. 

CG~D, Biloxi, MS. 1953 to ~pril 1956. 

CGiD, Kodiak, Alaska May 1956 to December 1957. 

OGAS, San Diego, Cal . January 1958 to July 1960. 

OGAS, Port Angeles , Wash . ~ugust 1960 to July 1964 

CGAD, Biloxi, MS . August 1964 to December 1966 . 

Aviation Training Center, Mobile, Ala . Jan. 1967 to April 1969. 

OGAS, Elizabeth City, N. c . May 1969 to December 1974 

and retired. 

went through Helicopter School in 1944 and 1945 in Floyd Bennet 

went thru CAA instrument flight school in Houston in 1944. 

Fort Point, Lifeboat Station, San Francisco, Cal. December 1941 to ~ep 1942 

Aviation Training Center, MGbile, Ala. January 1975 te Eeb. 22, 1979 



a 
~ . 
goBN ~· GREATHOUSE - LAST C. G. ENLISTED PILOT 

t 
\i

'. 
Greathous enlisted in the U.S. Coast Guard on October 10, 1941. 

After;"boot school" at Port Townsend, it was on to Treasure Island 
' 

and ten months duty at Lifeboat Station, San Francisco. He entered 

flight training at Grosse Ile in October of 1942 and then to Pensacola 

as Seaman First Class and was advanced to ltPlc upon graduation in 

August of 1943. He flew ASW, SEarch & Rescue out of San Francisco 

during WW II and was commissioned Ensign on October 1, 1944. 

He was the first pilot ever to parachue out of a helicopter. 

This was on September 25, 1945 and he and his "mech" John Smith 

.landed at the intersection of Broad and Bigler streets in mid-town 

Philadelphia. The aircraft landed a few blocks away without 

endangering anyone on the ground. Parachutes were not required 

equipment in helicopters because of the near impossibility of a 

success:Eul "bail-out. 11 

In 1946 Greathouse was assigned to Mayport and reverted to 

enlisted pilot status. In 1947 he was commissioned for the second 

·time and completed Officer Training at the Coast Guard Academy and 
I 

reported to Miami CGAS. In September, howewr, he was •;ain 


reverted back tg CAP due to budgetary resaons. Had he continued 

it~v~ · 

as a commissioned officer, he surely wouldAbeen in non-flying status. 

For the next thirty years he served in many duty stationf!, during 

which time he accumulated an unmatched total of 10,000 hours in 

the Grnuunan HU-16. He also holds the record for the greatest 

number of flight hours by any Ceast Guard - more than 13,500. 

- l ­



Another record was set when Greathouse received the Coast Guard's 

"Ancient Albatross'?Award in 1977. The Award was established in 1966, 

when Coast Guard aviation celebrated its golden anniversiJY· The 

award honors the Coast Guard pilot who has been on active duty for 

the longest time. The award is passed on when the incumbent retires. 

Greathouse is the only enlisted pilot to receive the award. Upon 

his retirement afte.r 37 years of active duty, he relinquished the 

award to CAPT William D. Barv.ey, USCG. 

As h~ left the Coast Guard, Greathouse set records that are 

very Ul).likely to be surpassed. 

- 2 
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JAN., 1975 THE SCUTTLEBUTT SEVEN 

. . THE COVER 

My hearl lenpod up when I beheld those two resplendent 

jtU)'S. 

The above take-off on the Poet Wordsworth's· .."My 
heart leaps up when I behold a rainbow in the skies." 

As Mr. Wordsworth's EKG skipped n blip when he 
beht'ld the glory of the rainbow my heart also did an 
in-place-halt when I beheld tho resplendly uniformed Master 
Chief Petty Officers Robert K. Jones of the Navy and John 
P. Greathouse of the Coast Guard as they attended the 
banquet at the Tenth Annual Convention of SEA. ?hese two 
Naval Aviation Pilots are the Inst two remaining on active 
duty. The Marine Corps rel.ired four Master Gunnery 
Sergeant NAPs 1 February 1973, the last Marine enlisted 
pilots on active duty. 

The sdntillating golden, wrist-to-elbow, good conduct 
stripes on the left sleeve, above which the CPO chevrons of 
gold with the perched SIL VER EAGLES, were doubly 
distinguishable by the twinkling two silver sta.rs of the 
Master Chief Petty Officer, above the wing tips. The 
row-on-row of colorful campaign ribbons on each man's chest 
added sheen to the spectrum. One could feel the exl!ltation of 

**** 


Frances Scott Key way back in 1814 when he sighted Old 
Glory still waving at dawn over beleagurcd f'ort Henry and 
penned the immortal words--"our flag was still there.'' Fellow 
$EA-Carers-our SJL\IER EAGLE is still there-borne on 
the brawny biceps of the two Master Chief Pelly 
Officers..Naval Aviation Pilots--who CARRY ON! Greathouse 
has 33 years service and has just shipped over and Jones has 
over 31 years is bucking·for-40. 

SCUTTLEBUTT READERS: The near sixty years of 
tradition in lhe ERA of the NAVAL AVIATION PILOT, 
with all the inputs of heroic service rendered by those with 
folded wings- to this add ·the Jogs of the deeds through the 
years, now stored in the Naval Aviation Museum and the 
attending memorabilia on exhibit there; then to all lhis I 
would cile to you the careers of Master Chief Robert K. 
Jones, USN and Master Chief John P. Greathouse, USCG 
and their very exemplary living devotinn as thPy CARRY 
ON! 

h-r-j 

** ** 
-SEA-LEBRITIES ­

J ohn R. Greathouse USCG at the controls of the "Albatross" 

-ACDM/AP JOHN PERSHI'.'lG GREATHOUSE­

United States Coasl Guard [Active! 

"Thirty four years in lhe United States Coast Guard. 
Thirty one years instructing junior aviators and re-enlisting 
for another three·year hitch." The foregoing is the lead on a 
Coast Guard news release dated 17 October 1974. 

John Pershing Greathouse was born in Wills Point, 
Texas 23 November 1918. Graduated from Quinlan, Texas 
High School in 1938 and attended Abilene Christian College 
and Texas A&M University through 1940 anrenlisted in the 
U. S. ~oast Guard 10 ?ctober 1~4Y . 

Chief Greathouse 1s an ·only man. He 1s the only Coast 
G..iard pilot lo amass 12,000 plus. Oying time, which no other 
Coast Guard aviator has ever reached "and probably never 

!Continued on Page 8) 

Robert K. J ones, U~N, in Vietnam 1968 

-ACCM/AP ROBERT K. JONES­
United States '.'lavy (Active) 

Nearing 32 years in the Navy-10,000 hours, plus. flying 
time and bucking for forty, is the enviable position of Master 
Chief Air Conlrolman Robert K. 'NAP' Jones whose present 
duty station is OMD, Rota Spain. Jones is the last Naval 
Aviation Pilot on active duty in the Navy. His running Mate 
Mast.er Chief Machinist Mate John P. Greathouse, U. S. 
Coast Guard, is featured elsewhere in this issue. 

Firsl off- we'll designate Chief Jones wilh the monicker 
picked by his shipmates in his maintenance division in Rota, 
Spain. The nickname is "NAP " and is so apropos. It is not 
known whether the label comes from his designation N.A.P. 
or his habit of napping on final. His standard pre-landing 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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!Continued from Page 7 Greathouse) 

will", to quote another USCG news release.,Aie was the first 
pilot ever to parachute out of a helicopter. That was 25 
S41ptember 1945. He and his 'mech' landed at the intersection 
of Broad and Bigler streets in midtown Philadelphia. He and 
his mechanic, John Smith, were running radar calibration 
tests for a ship tied up in the Delaware when the entire rotor 
assembly flew off. To this date John doesn't know why he 
put parachutes in that chopper prior to takeof5( But, 
providence has had much to do with his entire career. 
GreQhouse is the only attendee at the annual Reunion of 
Cop.st Guard Active Duty enlisted pilots. And he is the only 
Naval Aviation Pilot left on active duty in the Coast Guard. 

Let's get back to the year-by-year career of this 
illustrious NAP/After boot ~·schoot1 at: Poft 'l'l'owsend~ 

I 
-Wll:"i!lligton'thenc:t:fi~tTtl!as!lr.-~~~- ~~d-lQ,,pi~~~- dui:r,at· 
a, Lifeboat Station, <~all, fr.!l:J!.~AAo;··he entered ·mght traming 
at Grosse De, ·Miclil'gan· 22 October 1942 and checked in at 
Pensacola in April 1943 as a Seaman First and was advanced 
to API in August on graduation. He flew ASW, Search and 
Rescue flights out of San Francisco during WWil and was 
commissioned Ensign 1 October 1944/When he bailed out of 
the helicopter in 1945 he says, "Contrary to what has been 
reported, nobody told me to take a parachute, unless it was 
God." There are two other variables about the bail-out. If the 
entire rotor had had not separated from the craft and left one 
blade rem&ining, the extreme vibration would have pre­
vented the extrication from the crippled chopper. The other 
is that another few flight seconds more and the stricken craft 
would have been over the skyscraper area of Philadelphia 
that would have made the jump much more hazardous. The 
stricken helicopter landed a few blocks away fro!P the crew 
landing without endangering the populous city/"1 1946 he 
was transferred to Mayport, Florida and reverted to CAP. In 
1947 he was commissioned for the second time and completed 
Officer Training at The Coast Guard Academy after which he 
reported to CGAS, Miami, Florida. In September of '47 he 
was again reverted aart Ian r OE :tad back to CAP due to 
budgetary reasons. The second reverting back to Chief 
Aviation Pilot was indeed a 'promotion' for John Greathouse 
as his continuance a comm~·sas "oned officer would surely 
have been without ·rught status m 1948-51 he flew out of 
the CGAS, Elizabeth City, N. . He then spent two years on 
the island of Guam and then back to CGAS, Biloxi, 
Ml!lsissippi until 1956. He then served eight months at 
Kodiak, Alaska and a two-year tour at "Dago" followed. A 
!our-year stint at Port Angeles, Washington CGAS and back 
to Biloxi through 1966. Greathouse then went to CGATC at 
Mobile, Alabama for three years and then back to Elizabeth 
City, N. C. until the present time. But as this is being 
written the Greathouse family is due for another migration, 
28 December 1974, back to Biloxi, Mississippi. From a 
TELCON with John, recently, the orders to Biloxi is 
'throwing-the-rabbit-back-in-the-briar-patch' as Biloxi is his 
favorite duty station. 

Now as to the great Greathouse family. John and Doris 
Greathouse were married in Miami, Florida 10 October 1949. 
They are the parents of two daughters and two sons. 
Daughter Lieutenant Terre Jo Greathouse, USA, a graduate 
of Eastern t:arolina University, Officers Training at Fort 
McClellan, Alabama, and OCficers Signal Corps School, Camp' 
Gordon, Georgia; is the aide to the CO at Fort Jackson, S. C. 
Lieutenant Greathouse recently. won the beauty title of 
HLovely Leader" at Fort Jackson. 

John Pershing Greathouse, Jr., is a senior in high school 
and is prepping for some southern university. He is 18 years 
old. Sixteen-year old Gina F. Greathouse is a 10th grader and 
is planning on being a military nurse or profossi~nal tennis 
player. Fourteen-year old James E. Greathouse is in junior 
high and hopes that his tennis prowess will qualify him for 
pro ranks. 

As for the decorations on the left breast of Master Chief 
Petty Officers John P. Greathouse and Robert K. NAP 
Jones-they are both very taciturn and very reluctant to 
communicate. We have learned, via news release"& that 
Greathouse located a lost ship out of Port Angeles, 
Washington in 1962 and effected rescue operations. For this 
heroic action he was awarded the 'Coast Guard Commenda­
tion Medal. We also learned, via a postscript, on one of 
NAP's letters, by his wife Betty (BJ), that he has a collection 
of eight Air Medals. As for the rest of the 'fruit salad' that 
supports their WINGS OF GOLD, both Chiefs will say, 
"They came with the uniform". 

(Continued from Page 7 Jones) 

briefmg includes.• .''wake me at minimums". . .Another 
'shorty' that he answers to is ROB. 

NAP entered the Navy from the Merchant Marine in 
March 1943 and became a plank owner on the AO 56 on eight 
trips across the Atlantic thence into the Pacific to run with 
Admiral Bull Halsey's TF 88 and Admiral Mischer's TF 58 
until May of 1945 when he was accepted for flight training. 
His return to the mainland aboard a C-46 and C54 aircraft was 
his first air experience. He was designated an NAP in 1947 
and his first duty station was NAS Akron where he flew 
TBMs, F8Fs, R4D8s, Beech and J Birds. He did the majority 
of the ferrying for the station and can tell of some hairy 
happenings in getting PBYs in and out of Sand Point. He was 
also deployed with the first Reserve VA squadron and 
checked out in bombing and rocketry. He was carrier 
qualified with the fll'st Reserve VA squadron to fly aboard a 
carrier in 1952. 

After a few slow years at Quonset and Corpus he landed 
back in the ferry command and by 1960 he was qualified in 26 
different type aircraft ranging from the E2, FJ, F9, A4, etc., 
to the P5M and almost the P6M, He was taxi cleared in the 
big Martin when the program was cancelled. 

It was FASRON 200, Blackbushe, England and R4D8 
from 1960 through 1963. Those were his three years of 981/r 
cross wind. One day he landed at Londonderry with an 801/1 

35kt cross wind. The skipper was in the back end on the 
takeoff and complimented NAP on giving him a View of the 
centerline from over the wing tip. NAP says that Howie 
Anderson will verify this contention about Walker AFB. 

The Jones family journeyed next to the 'Paradise of the 
Pacific' in 1964. By this time his family numbered his Irish 
wife Betty (BJ) and two sons Wenzel and (fittingly) Paul 
Jones. While Pappa Jones jockeyed transports about the 
Pacific, the two Jones youngsters were winning swimming 
medals at the station swim club and against such teams as 
Puna Hau, Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks and Peart 
Harbor. 

In '67 NAP moved his family to Denver and took his 
turn at NSA Saigon in Air Cofat Dying R4D6-8 and US2B's. 
He was 'sh'>t-up' twice and 'down' once. The down was on the 

(Continued on Page 9) 



The 

USCG's 

Last 

NAP 

By PAC Doug Sandos, USCG 

W hen he was a seaman, Master Chief Petty Officer 
John P. Greathouse learned to fly and became a 

Naval Aviation Pilot First Class. After 37 years of active 
duty, he retired in January 1979 as the United States Coast. 
Guard's last Naval Aviation Pilot (NAP). During his years as a 
WW l.l·era enlisted Naval Aviator, he logged more than 
15,000 hours in the air and was one of the first Coast 
Guard Aviators to reach the 10,000-flight·hour mark . 

Today, he speaks of his career with enthusiasm and 
candor. It was exciting, he admits, because there was always 
a variety of aircraft to fly and something interesting hap· 
pening. 

Greathouse made aviation news early in his career when 
he parachuted from his disabled helicopter and survived 
without significant injury - a few bruised knuckles. It was 
in 1945 and he was running radar calibration tests for a 
battleship in Philadelphia harbor in his single-rotor Sikorsky 
HOS·1G Hoverfly. He recalls that at 5,000 feet the rotor 
head assembly failed completely. Luckily, he had a para· 
chute (which was not required by regulation). He jumped 
and landed on a sidewalk at Broad and Bigler Streets to the 
astonishment of downtown Philadelphia shoppers. He has 
not flown a helicopter since. 

Now, four years after his retirement, he finds the Coast 
Guard Aviation program totally different. 

A native of Wills Point, Texas, Greathouse entered the . 
Coast Guard in October 1941 and reported to his first 
assignment at Fort Point Lifeboat Station, Calif. He entered 
flight training as a seaman and became one of the approxi· 
mately 200 enlisted men designated NAPs in the Coast 
Guard. 

He was interviewed recently at his home in Biloxi, Miss. 

NANews: After a career of 37 years, you obviously liked 

flying in the Coast Guard. 


.• .... . . .. ., 

MCPO Greathouse 

Greathouse: Yes, I liked to fly, but I wasn't too en· 
thused about going around and around in circles on patrol. 

Recently there was a sudden storm in the Gulf of Mexico 
and the Coast Guard pilots were flying in almost gale force 
winds while on rescue missions. Was there any one partic· 
ular flight in bad weather that you remember the most? 

I went through a WestPac hurricane - a typhoon in that 
part of the world - but didn't realize it until I got home 
and someone told me. We were going from Okinawa to the 
Philippines. and I was in back, navigating. Our heading was 
southwest but the plane was tracking straight south. It was 
hard to believe the LORAN when the winds were blowing 
you off course that much. 

Did you believe the LORAN or use your own Instincts? 

Well, when you're going through thick clouds and the 
only thing you've got is LORAN, you have to depend 
on it. 

The Coast Guard's new aircraft are well equipped today 
for navigation, compared to then. How well equipped was 
the last C-131 you flew in 1978? 

The C-131 wasn't too well equipped. It had radar and 
the standard navigation equipment but nothing as sophis· 
ticated as today's aircraft. 

In regard to flight hours, according to the records, you 
have logged over 12,000 hours of pilot time in the air. 

Actually I've got more than 15,000 hours in the air but, 
because of the way it used to be recorded, you only got 
credit for a maximum of eight hours of flight time regard· 

navm.. av1anc:m new~ 40 



less of how long you were in the air. The excess was logged 
as special crew time. · 

Regardless of how it was compiled, it still remains as a 
major flying time achievement. 

Yes, it'-s a lot for the average pilot in the Coast Guard 
since he will most likely fly for only 15 years unless he 
makes captain. And then, only if he is fortunate enough to 
stay in the aviation field. 

Aren't there stringent flight regulations that limit the 
amount of hours a pilot can safely fly before he is ex­
hausted? 

That's the best thing that ever happened to guys like me. 
We enlisted pilots never got off the dutv status list. The 
new regulations allowed pilots like me to be down on the 
ground long enough to get a little more rest. 

Speaking of pilots, how many NAPs did the Coast Guard 
have that you know of? 

I think there were just slightly over 200 when they 
stopped putting people into the program. 

How did you become an enlisted pilot? Were you 
selected by choice, or was it chance? 

When I joined the service, I didn't even know that the 
Coast Guard had any aviators. I was stationed at Fort 
Point under San Francisco's Golden Gate Bridge and I put 
in for the Army Air Corps. Shortly afterwards the Guard 
came out with a set of instructions on how to get into the 
aviation field, and six .months later I was accepted. 

You were the Coast Guard's last enlisted pilot, Is that 
correct? 

I was the last one on active dutv, but I was not the last 
one to be trained. 

Looking back on 37 years of service would you say that 
there were more risks during the early part of your career 
or the latter portion? 

Well, I can safely say that after 1951 I never got involved 
in anything serious where there was a threat of danger. 
From about 1953 on I flew one type of airplane, mainly 
the HU-16. Before that, I flew the PBY along with a few 
hours in a P4Y and a JRF. The bulk of my hours, almost 
11,000 of them, were in the HU·16 Albatross because that 
was the number one airplane _in the Coast Guard for many 
years. 

Since you have so many hours flying the Goat, as the 
HU-16 is called, you certainly are qualified to tell us how 
stable it was in landing on the water. 

It was a good airplane and easy to land in fresh water or 

sheltered water where it was fairly calm. I probably made 
·more landings on water than on land in the HU-16, at least 
until the 1970s when Headquarters stopped the water 
landings. 

What do you think of today's Coast Guard aircraft 
compared to those you flew years ago? 

There wasn't much you could do with the older aircraft. 
The Coast Guard right now has some good airplanes, 
specifically those little Falcon jets which can stay out only 
four or five hours and yet cover more area than we would 
ever have considered. Not only that, but their whole 
search area can be programmed into the computer and the 
only time they have to actually fly the plane is when taking 
off or landing. It sure would have been nice to have some· 
thing like that when I was flying long patrols. 

Clearly there must have been a great deal of flying done 
by the seat-of-your·pants method. 

That was true, so much so that there was no set way to 
fly. Every instructor taught the student a different way. 
There was no standardization and, when it came time for 
you to become the instructor, you taught the way you 
wanted to. 

Do you feel that today's pilots are trained better than in 
your day? · 

Well, if you always had the same instructor, you'd be­
come used to the way he flew and do it his way, and it 
wouldn't make much difference. But now you fly with 
different people all the time and you have to know what 
the other guy is going to do. That's why today's standardi· 
zation system is so important and contributes to better 
training. 

Since you have actively been involved in Coast Guard 
Aviation for a great many years, you have seen·probably 
more changes than anyone else flying. 

The two biggest changes have been when the Coast 
Guard came out with the pilot standardization program 
about 1962, and a policy called crew mission time. Basically, 
they made things safer by improving training with better 
regulation of flight time and crew rest. 

When you see the newspaper headlines or the late night 
TV news and there is a story about a rescue made by a 
Coast Guard Aviator, do you ever wonder whether you 
could have done it in a different manner, or perhaps a 
better way? 

It's hard to say without being in the situation at the 
time and having to make the decision on the spot. From my 
experience, every mission is different in one way or another 
and the pilot has to rely on his training and experiences and 
those of his crew if he is to do the best job he can. • 
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(Photo by PA2 Reginald V. Reese) 

The Anbient Albatross 
MASTER CHIEF Aviation Machinist's Mate )<i>hn P. Greathouse 
(right),· an enlisted aviatiQn pilot, assists Capt. William D. Harvey 
(left) into the traditional Ancient Albatross flight uniform with the 
help of Capt. Don S. Bellis. The honor is· held by the Coast Guard 
aviator on active duty who has held that designation for the 
longest period of time. Greathouse, who is retiring after 37 years' 
active duty, is relinquishing the honor to 'Har:vey. 
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MOST SENIOR CGd PILOT 

·Greathouse .
I MOBILE, Ala. - The reigning 

"Ancient Albatross" of the Coast 
Guard is a rare bird indeed. 

In 1966, when Coast Guard avia­I 	 tion celebrated its golden anniver­
sa ry, the Commandant establish­
ed the Ancient Albatross Award to 
honor the Coast Guard pilot who 
has been on active duty for the 

I 
I longest time. The award is passed 

on when the incumbent retires. 
In recent ceremonies in Seattle, 

Master Chief Machinist's Mate­
Aviation Pilot John Pershing 
Greathouse received the Ancient 
Albatross Award from ·retiring 
incumbent Rear Adm. Chester 
Richmond. . 

Greathouse is distinguished 
from the· five previous recipients 
of the award by the fact that he is 
an enlisted pilot. Further, he is 
distinguished from all other Coast 
Guard pilots, because he is the last 
enlisted pilot in the Coast Guard. 
Not since World War II ha ve en­
listed men been 1rained as pilots.

He was born Nov. 22, 1918, in 
Wills Point, Tex., and named after 
the Gen. John J. "Black Jack" 
Pershing. He entered the Coast 
Guard in 1941, when he was 23, on 
the advice o( his basketball coach. 

"At the time l didn't know much 
about the Coast Guard, but 1 knew 
that I didn't want to be drafted 
into the infantry," he says.

He started night traini ng at 
Grosse Isle, Mich., in 1942 and re­
ceived his wings at Pensacola 
Naval Air Station in 1943. He held 
a commission 011 two occasions 
but had to revert lo enlisted status 

because of budgetary reasons. 
The last reversion, in 1947, was 
probably a savlng factor for him 
because his continuance as a com­
missioned officer surely would 
have cut his active flying status. 

Greathouse has served at 
numerous Coast Guard Air Sta­
tions throughout the United States 
and currently is stationed at the 
Coast Guard Aviati<;>n Training 
Center in Mobile, Ala. This is his 
third assignment on the Gulf 
Coast, and he says, "Coming back 
to the Gulf Coast is throwin' the 
rabbit back in the briar patch!" 
Obviousl)'. it is one of his favorite 
areas. · 

At the Aviation Training Center, 
Greathouse is workin~ in the 
Search and Rescue Division doing 
what the Coast Guard has done for 
so mat.iY y~ars - locating and aid­
ing boaters in distress. 

·He feels that being the Ancient 
Albatross .is a great honor, but 
this is not the first time he has 
made Coast Guard aviatjon histo­
ry.

He was the first pifot ever to 
bail out of a helicopter. On Sept. 
25, 1945, while on a flight over 
south Philadelphia, the entire 
·rotor assembly came off his heli­
copter. He and his flight mechan­
ic, John Smith,im1tlediately ball­
ed out at 4500 feet. Greathouse 
landed right in the middle of the 
intersection of Broad an cl Bigler 
Streets in midtown Philadelphia.
?.Uraculously, no one was injured 
in that accident. 

He also holds the record for the 

Is New 'Ancient Albatross' 

(Photo by Joe Glbso) 

COAST GUARD Commandant Adm. Owen W. Siler presents the Ancient Albatross Award to Moster 
Chief John Pershing Greathouse during recent ceremonies in Seattle. 

greatest number of flight hours by 
any Coast Guard :J?ilot - more 
than 13,500. It is unlikely that any 
Coast Guard aviator will ever top
that figure. It seems a coincidence 
that he has logged more than 10.­
000 of those hours in a Grumman 
HU-16 Albatross aircraft, which is 
another record in itself. 

He has more than 36 years in the 
Coast Guard. People n. ow are ask­
ing him when he thinks he will re­
tire. ·But he says, "They have been 
asking m~ how much longer I'll be 
around ever since I went over 20 
years of service." . 

Another interesting aspect
about him is that he is the first 

pel'son to hold the Ancient Alba" 
tross Award and stiJI be flying on 
a day-to-day basis. All the prior 
recipients were staff officers who 
h;id been at desk jobs for a Ion 
time. 

You might say that the Ancien 
Albatross is a rare bird who stil 
mes. 
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G-OSR-2/73 

To: Chi ef, Office of Operat ions Date: 

From: Chi ef , Sear ch and Rescue Division( 
Re: Ancient Albatross Award 

I 

I 1. The subject award is pr esented t o the CG 

pilot on active duty holding the earliest 


I designation.

I 

2. Presentl y , RADM RICHMOND is the "Ancient

I Albatr oss" . The attached let t er directs CO, 

I ATC Mobile t o have ADCMAP GREATHOUSE proceed
I 

' to Seattle and receive the award f r om RADM 
RI CHMOND immediat ely aft er the Admiral ' s re ­
tirement ceremony on 30 June. The Commandant

I will attend t he cer emony and also , deliver a 
j short speech on the s ubject . The speech has 

a l ready been pr epar ed and delivered to theI Commandant's office by G-OSR- 2 in accordance 
with previous instruction f r om that office . 

3. I r ecommend that you initial the "Four Star" 
let ters located on the opposite leaf and also , 
sign the attached l etter. A TONO will be in­
serted after you affix your signature . 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
U.S. COAST GUARD (G-OSR-2)UNITED STATES COAST GUARD WASHINGTQ!"L D.C. 20590 
PHONE: 2Qi-426-0952 

f 
• 1650 

9 JUN 1977 

•From: Commandant 
To 	 Commanding Officer, U. s. Coast Guard Aviation Training 

Center, Mobile, AL 

Subj: 	 Ancient Albatross Award 

1. Master Chief John P. GREATHOUSE has been designated as the next 
recipient of the Ancient Albatross Award. RADM Chester RICHMOND, 
Commander, Thirteenth Coast Guard District, is the current holder of the 
coveted title. In view of the Commandant's plans to participate at RADM 
RICHMOND's ret"irement ceremony in Seattle, Washington, it would be most 
appropriate to have Chief GREATHOUSE receive the subject award from the 
Commandant immediately following the retirement proceedings. 

2. Chief GREATHOUSE is directed to report to CCGDTHIRTEEN no later than 
0800, 30 June in order to be properly briefed prior to his participation 
in the Ancient Albatross Award ceremony. 

3. Utilize TONO D7*'-.9/f() PERDIEMAUTH. GOVCOz.n.AIRAUTH. TRAVCHAR 
CGOE 69X0201 SUBACCT 98-30.12.10. COST CODE 70525. Please advise COMDT 
(G-OSR-2) total amount of funds obligated under this tono. 

11aLJ.._ 
B. C. VENZKE ··---· 
'Chief, Oftice of Op'iral:(OIJf·­

Copy to: 	 ADCMAP Greathouse 

RADM Richmond (CCGD13) 
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From: 
To 

(G-OSR-2) 
·202-426-0952 

... 1650 
I JUN W11 

U. S. Coast Guard Aviation Training 

Subj: Ancient Albatross Avard 

1. Master Chief John P. GREATHOUSE has been designated as the next 
recipient of the Ancient Albatross Award. RADM Chester RICHMOND, 
Commander, Thirteenth Coast Guard District, is the current holder of the 
coveted title. In view of the Commandant's plans to participate at RADM 
lUCHMOND's retirement ceremony in Seattle, Washington, it would be most 
appropriate to have Chief GREATHOUSE receive the subject award from the 
Commmdant imnediately following the retirement proceedings. 

2. Chief GREATHOUSE is directed to report to CCGDTBIRTEEN no later than 
0800, 30 June in order to be properly briefed prior to his participation 
in the Ancient Albatross Avard ceremony. · ,. 

3. Utilize TONO JJ7~i/'I~ • PERDIEMAUTll. GOVCOMLAIRAtml. TBAVCHAB. 
CGOE 69X0201 SUBACCT 98-30.12.10. COST CODE 70525. Please advise C<»IDT l 
(G-OSR-2) 	 total amount of funds obligated under this tono. I 

I 

I 
! . 

N. C. VENZKE --~.._____ 

Chief, Office of OperaU:ofil",·­
Copy to: 	 ADCUAP Greathouse 

RADU Richmond (CCGD13) I 
l 

I
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CLEARANCE SHEETDEPT. OF TRANSP., U.S.C.G., CG-35.ev. 2-68) 
(G-GD-2) 

202-426-0952 

1650 

I JUN S77 

-
hall: swlat 
To : 	 C sn«1n1 Officer. u. s. Coaat Caartl A'Yiacioa fn'l!dng 

C.ter, JIHil.e, AL 

SUj: 	 Aac'•t Allaauma .,_cl 

1. Kuter Cldef .Joha P • c::aBATBCJUSE bu Nm ...ipaW .. tM wt 
ndpimt of tbe hc••t AIM~• .wan. U1JH Cbeeter IICJll>MD, 
Conmender, 1'birtee:nth Coast Guard Diatrict, 18 tbe curr.t bolder of the 
coveted title. In view of the Cm"!"Want'a plm to participate at I.ADM 
JUCHMOO'U' a reti.rwmt ceremony :ln Seattle, Vaahfngton, lt wou1cl be wt 
appropriate to 8&Te adef GR,i.ATHOtJSE recaive the object wd from the 
ComoAdnt tmafiat:~ follodDg the retir81181lt proceecH113s. 

2. Chief CBIATBOUSE 1a directed to report to CCCJmiIJlDEll - later than 
0800, 30 JUDe :l.n order to be properly briefed prior to Ida participation 
in the Ancient Albatross Avard cereaouy. 

3. Utili&e mNO lJ '7../I I ftJ • PBIDDMADm. CCJV'CCllLAIUlm. ftAVCBAll 
OOOE 69%0201 SUBACCT 98-30.12. 10. COST CODE 70525. neaae a4vise COMDT 
(G-OSR-2) total UIOUDt of faads obligated 1IDder this tone>. 

II ~-i-. ~ r 	1'. -C. VENZ~ · 
Chief, Office of Ope'l"a'flOil' . 

Cop7 to: 	 AJ)QIAP Greathouse 

JW>M Ricltm011d (CCGD13) 
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Admiral NELSON, Admiral MATTESON, Admiral Siler, Admiral 
Thorsen, Admiral Applebaum, Admiral Herr, Captain Schrode, Captain 
ARNOLD, Ancient Albatross Master Chief Woltz, Distinguished Guests 
and fellow Coast Guard men and women it is indeed a pleasure for me to 
be here in Savannah . As you can see by what I am wearing I thought 
it would be winter here. But when you get to be the ancient anything 
you are entitled to lapses in memory. 

I am most impressed by remarkable changes that have occurred here at 
the Air Station over the past few years. Changes that many of you have 
helped make happen. A station that was once a sleepy hollow and is now 
a hub of activity. As I look around I am proud of all that has been 
accomplished and I am proud of you for help making it happen. 

I would like to start by thanking the guests for coming. To take time 
from your busy schedules means a lot to us all. 

I would also like to thank the men and women of Coast Guard Air 
Station Savannah. These ceremonies don't just happen. They take a lot 
of work by a lot of people. Doing the planning, sending out the 
invitations, setting up the hangar, arranging for the reception that 
follows an event such as this are just a few of the many tasks that you 
have done. Several of you have been working for months to make this 
day a success. I know it will be a great day. For all you have done I 
thank you. 

Originally the Commandant was to be our Master of Ceremonies. He 
spent a good deal of his time thirty nine years ago, as a cadet, trying 
to keep Admiral Matteson and I out of trouble. With Captain Harris and 
a few other class mates present as catalysts he felt we might stray a 
little today. Unfortunately because of a very demanding schedule he 
wasn't able to come. 

We are extremely fortunate to have a terrific substitute in Admiral 
Nelson. Although I like to think of him as a good friend I am afraid his 
desire to preside over this historic occasion stems from a perception that 
this is a great opportunity for revenge for abuse that Admiral Matteson 
and I may have heaped upon him as a cadet. I can certainly understand 



that feeling because as a high school graduate fresh out of Youngstown, 
Ohio he needed considerable Improvement. The shear fact that he is our 
Vice Commandant is proof of the good job we did in molding him into 
being a fine officer. The only mistake we made was we failed to Instill in 
him a love of flying and aviation. He therefore was doomed to be a 
sailor. At least he was smart enough to choose Icebreakers like the 
Southwind and Westwlnd otherwise known as Coast Guard Aircraft 
carriers. 

Today I am being relieved by my classmate and good friend Admiral Tom 
Matteson. You have a brief summary of his history in your program. I 
want to tell you some things about Admiral Matteson that are not in the 
program. Since we have never been stationed together I thought I would 
write his Commanding Officers to see what they could tell me. The first 
reply I received one of his commanding Officers said that he couldn't 
remember Lt Matteson but he was sure he must have been a fine officer. 
There is proof that in obscurity lays security. I must admit I have a hard 
time thinking Admiral Matteson could be obscure anywhere. 

That characteristic aside, he is one of the finest officers I know. He has 
a deep love for the Coast Guard and a strong dedication to aviation. To 
gather a little data on Admiral Matteson I browsed through his awards 
file in Headquarters. The first thing that jumps out is Admiral Matteson, 
like myself, spent a lot of time in Coast Guard Headquarters. If you look 
back at previous ancient Albatrosses you will find that to be a common 
characteristic. Admiral Thorsen, Admiral Thompson, Admiral Robins 
and many of their predecessors spent considerable time In Headquarters. 
Admiral Matteson was Chief of the Aviation Branch, in the Search and 
Rescue Division back in 79 to 81. He had the challenging task of keeping 
fixed wing resources in place while we were giving birth to the HU-25. 
For a variety of reasons the gestation period for our replacement for the 
HU-16 was unusually long. Managing the phase in for a new resource Is 
always a challenge. Deciding who gets what and when everything is in 
a state of flux is no small problem. Working with the engineers to assure 
the support Is in place Is complicated by the fact that engineers often 
think they are driving the train. Then there is the personnel types that 
you need to work with to assure people are trained and the right people 
are at the right place at the right time. Putting it all together so that the 
folks in the field - you guys - can do the job is a management feat of no 



small means. 

While Chief of the Aviation Branch he also pressed for C-130 
standardization visits and worked for the upgrading of several Air 
Stations. The superb job he did is attested to by his being awarded the 
Coast Guard Meritorious Service ribbon. 

Admiral Matteson Commanded Coast Guard Air Station Borinquen. 
Besides the fact that I heard that he was known to throw the message 
board on occasion and was never found to be a loss for words, usually 
transmitted in a very loud voice, he was a terrific Commanding Officer. 
While it is notable that the unit save 240 lives and assisted 440 others 
that's our job and we do it well. He did however receive and outstanding 
in his District Material and Readiness inspection. Over my career in the 
service I have seen very few oustandings passed out so earning one Is no 
small feat. At the end at the end of this tour at Borinquin was awarded 
his second commendation medal. 

While I could go on to describe his very successful tours as Chief of The 
Officer Personnel Division in Headquarters, Chief of Operations and 
Chief of Staff in the 8th District, Chief of the Officers of Boating and 
Personnel in Headquarters and now as Superintendent od the Coast 
Guard Academy I won't. Suffice to say my relief and good friend is an 
outstanding officer and is most worthy of his new title the Ancient 
Albatross. 

This ceremony is not about the Principals •••Admiral Matteson and I. Its 
about this coat, flight suit, helmet and scarf I am wearing. Its about 
people, airplanes, history, heros and nonheroes. Its about our past, our 
present and our future. When it comes to flying we think about people 
and the great deeds they have done. Some of the aviators who came 
before us made the ultimate sacrifice of laying down their life while trying 
to save others. The first Officer to receive the Distinguished Flying 
Cross was LT John Pritchard who flew his plane, a J2F-4, from 
Comanche Bay, Greenland to an ice cap near the west Coast of 
Greenland where the survivors of a B-17 were stranded after crashing. 
The first Enlisted man to receive the Distinguished Flying Cross was 
Radioman First Class Timothy Bottoms who was Lt Prichards crewman 
on that same flight. No one had ever successfully landed a plane on an 



ice cap before. At 1020, November 2 1942, the J2F was lowered over the 
side of the Northland into the water and took off to rescue the B-17 
crew. Bottoms was at the radio while Lt prichard piloted the plane. 
Picking up weak radio signals from the bomber, Bottoms was able to 
give the pilot accurate bearings on the wrecked B-17. After flying for 30 
minutes over the desolate wasteland, the pilot sighted the wreck, circled 
over the Army Airman, dropped a package of medicine and signaled he 
was going to land. Regardless of the signals not to try to land wheels 
down, the pilot set the plane down on the 2000 ft high ice cap. The 
wheels of the plane sank Into the snow up to the pontoons. 

Since the pilot could not get closer than within four miles of the 
wreck, Lt Prichard undertook the hazardous journey alone on foot while 
Bottoms kept contact with the ship to notify the skipper of their 
operations. After reaching the wrecked B-17, the pilot informed the 
Army fliers his plane could only carry two of them at a time. Two 
injured men , who could walk with some assistance, were selected. With 
the aid of a third Army man, the pilot brought the injured man back to 
his plane. Bottoms helped Lt. Pritchard and the third Army man helped 
turn the plane around for take-off. Remembering the difficulty of landing 
with the wheels down, Lt. Pritchard decided to take off from the ice 
using the plane's pontoons. The wheels were forced up and Lt. 
Pritchard, with Bottoms and the two injured airmen, took off In the late 
afternoon. After careening, sliding and bumping over the ice hummocks, 
the plane soared safely into the air and back to the Cutter Northland. 

The following day, November 29th Bottoms volunteered again along 
with Lt. Pritchard to resume rescue operations for the remaining Army 
fliers. As on the previous day, the reached the stranded fliers, took one 
on board and after a successful takeoff, started for the ship. Soon 
thereafter the plane encountered a heavy snow storm and crashed on the 
ice cap. Bottoms last radio message to the ship was that they had 
successfully taken off and that he needed weather reports. After the 
storm subsided, search parties from a nearby Army base and from the 
ship were organized to search for the lost J2F. A bomber sighted the 
plane which was partly buried in the snow. One rescue party pushed to 
within six miles of the wrecked Grumman but was unable to reach it. 
The bodies of Radio Bottom and Lt. Pritchard and the Army crewmen 
where never recovered. 



Today we are much better about recognizing heroism and you don't have 
to get killed to gain it. In past years pilots always received the highest 
recognition on a difficult rescue mission. We now see our rescue 
swimmers in the limelight and often receiving the highest recognition. 

Aviation isn't just about flying airplanes. The people who maintain, 
support, acquire and plan are also key members of our aviation team. 
Just look out into our audience and you see people like Admiral Slier who 
was not only a great aviator and distinguished officer, but was our 
Commandant from 1974 to 1978. In retirement he and Betty have 
represented the Coast Guard well by thler active participation in the Navy 
League. 

We are honored to have with us today our immediate past ancient 
Albatross, Admiral Thorsen. As a member of the short range helicopter 
characteristics board he is one of the grandfathers of the HH-65. He also 
played a major role In revitalizing all of our ground support equipment to 
give our maintenance folks the equipment they needed to perform good 
maintenance. Admiral Thorsen also has earned an Air Medal. 

Captain Harris, one of our few test pilots, who was responsible for 
transitioning the HH-3 into the Coast Guard inventory. He also wrote 
the specification for the purchase of the HU-25, evaluated 12 different 
proposals, participated in the aircraft selection, then oversaw its 
assembly and introduction into our fleet. I also might add that Captain 
Harris has earned 3 Air Medals. 

Then there is Captain Powers who is presently heading up OAV and Is 
guiding the introduction of the H-60 into the Coast Guard fleet of Planes. 

Captain Krietmeyer organized and published the Aeronautical engineering 
maintenance management manual which tied together our aircraft 
maintenance policies. 

Admiral Thorsen, Captain Harris and Captain Krietmeyer were all 
together in the Aeronautical Engineering Division about the same time. 
They were a great team but would have been even greater if they had a 



few electronics types on their roster. 

The contributions to aviation are not only by our officers but by our 
enlisted personnel as well. We have in our audience the Enlisted Ancient 
Albatross Master Chief Jim Woltz. He is an example of the dedication, 
competence and accomplishments that our enlisted men and women have 
contributed to aviation. The Coast Guard has always been unique in 
having those that maintain their aircraft also fly in them. That is one 
reason we have such good maintenance. Our crewman also contribute 
so much to the success of our mission. I can remember early one 
morning taking off from this air station in an HU-16 on a first light 
search for an overdue sailboat. We found the boat overturned in long 
Island Sound with a man clinging to its bottom. We decided that It 
would take too long to get a boat on scene so we made a water landing 
and taxied to the vicinity of the boat. We tried to trail a raft next to the 
boat but the survivor was so exhausted and was suffering from 
Hypothermia that he made no effort to get into the raft. We then 
maneuvered the aircraft closer to the boat and in doing so the air from 
our reversing propellers caused the man to slip from his boat and Into the 
water. Our crewman dove from the aircraft into the water swam through 
the rigging of the sailboat and rescued the survivor only feet from our 
spinning propeller. For Seventy six years it has been the team of the 
pilots and the crewman that have made Coast Guard Aviation a success. 

I am pleased and proud to be have been the 14th Ancient Albatross. 
During my tenure I have visited a few air stations and talked to the crew. 
I have tried to tell them that aviation Is not only alive and well it is 
thriving. During our time in aviation everything has improved. With the 
great people we have in aviation today things will only get even better. 

In closing I want to wish Admiral Matteson and his lovely wife Dottie the 
very best as our 15th Ancient Albatross. He is a great officer and a 
superb pilot who will bring a lot to the job. 

Admiral Matteson, will you please join me for the changing of the garb? 

I take great pleasure in introducing to you your new Ancient Albatross 
Rear Admiral Matteson. Thank youl 



Admiral NELSON, Admiral MATTESON, Admiral Siler, Admiral 
Robbins, Admiral Thorsen, Admiral Applebaum, Admiral Herr, captain 
Schrode, captain ARNOLD, Ancient Albatross John Greathouse, 
Enlisted Ancient Albatross Master Chief Woltz, Distinguished Guests - ­
-and there are many, and fellow Coast Guard men and women it is Indeed 
a pleasure for me to be here in Savannah . As you can see by what I am 
wearing I thought it would be winter here. But when you get to be the 
ancient anything you are entitled to lapses In memory. 

I am most impressed by remarkable changes that have occurred here at 
the Air Station over the past few years. Changes that many of you have 
helped make happen. A station that was once a sleepy hollow and is now 
a hub of activity. As I look around I am proud of all that has been 
accomplished and I am proud of you for help making it happen. 

I would like to start by thanking the guests for coming. To take time 
from your busy schedules means a lot to us all. 

I would also like to thank the men and women of Coast Guard Air 
Station Savannah. These ceremonies don't just happen. They take a lot 
of work by a lot of people. Doing the planning, sending out the 
invitations, setting up the hangar, arranging for the reception that 
follows an event such as this are just a few of the many tasks that you 
have done. Several of you have been working for months to make this 
day a success. I know it will be a great day. For all you have done I 
thank you. 

Originally the Commandant was to be our Master of Ceremonies. He 
spent a good deal of his time thirty nine years ago, as a cadet, trying 
to keep Admiral Matteson and I out of trouble. With captain Harris and 
a few other class mates present as catalysts he felt we might stray a 
little today. Unfortunately because of a very demanding schedule he 
wasn't able to come. 

We are extremely fortunate to have a terrific substitute in Admiral 
Nelson. Although I like to think of him as a good friend I am afraid his 
desire to preside over this historic occasion stems from a perception that 
this is. a great opportunity for revenge for abuse that Admiral Matteson 



and I may have heaped upon him as a cadet. I can certainly understand 
that feeling because as a high school graduate fresh out of Youngstown, 
Ohio he needed considerable improvement. The shear fact that he Is our 
Vice Commandant is proof of the good job we did in molding him into 
being a fine officer. The only mistake we made was we failed to instill in 
him a love of flying and aviation. He therefore was doomed to be a 
sailor. At least he was smart enough to choose Icebreakers like the 
Southwind and Westwind otherwise known as Coast Guard Aircraft 
carriers. 

Today I am being relieved by my classmate and good friend Admiral Tom 
Matteson. You have a brief summary of his history in your program. I 
want to tell you some things about Admiral Matteson that are not In the 
program. Since we have never been stationed together I thought I would 
write his Commanding Officers to see what they could tell me. The first 
reply I received one of his commanding Officers said that he couldn't 
remember Lt Matteson but he was sure he must have been a fine officer. 
There Is proof that in obscurity lays security. I must admit I have a hard 
time thinking Admiral Matteson could be obscure anywhere. 

That characteristic aside, he is one of the finest officers I know. He has 
a deep love for the Coast Guard and a strong dedication to aviation. To 
gather a little data on Admiral Matteson I browsed through his awards 
file in Headquarters. The first thing that jumps out is Admiral Matteson, 
like myself, spent a lot of time in Coast Guard Headquarters. If you look 
back at previous ancient Albatrosses you will find that to be a common 
characteristic. Admiral Thorsen, Admiral Robins and many of their 
predecessors spent considerable time in Headquarters. Admiral Matteson 
was Chief of the Aviation Branch, in the Search and Rescue Division back 
in 79 to 81. He had the challenging task of keeping fixed wing resources 
in place while we were giving birth to the HU-25. For a variety of 
reasons the gestation period for our replacement for the HU-16 was 
unusually long. Managing the phase in for a new resource is always a 
challenge. Deciding who gets what and when everything is in a state of 
flux is no small problem. Working with the engineers to assure the 
support is in place is complicated by the fact that engineers often think 
they are driving the train. Then there is the personnel types that you 
need to work with to assure people are trained and the right people are 
at the right place at the right time. Putting it all together so that the 



folks in the field - you guys - can do the job is a management feat of no 
small means. 

While Chief of the Aviation Branch he also pressed for C-130 
standardization visits and worked for the upgrading of several Air 
Stations. The superb job he did is attested to by his being awarded the 
Coast Guard Meritorious Service ribbon. 

Admiral Matteson Commanded Coast Guard Air Station Borinquen. 
Besides the fact that I heard that he was known to throw the message 
board on occasion and was never found to be a loss for words, usually 
transmitted in a very loud voice, he was a terrific Commanding Officer. 
While it is notable that the unit save 240 lives and assisted 440 others 
that's our job and we do it well. He did however receive and outstanding 
in his District Material and Readiness inspection. Over my career in the 
service I have seen very few oustandings passed out so earning one is no 
small feat. At the end at the end of this tour at Borinquin was awarded 
his second commendation medal. 

While I could go on to describe his very successful tours as Chief of The 
Officer Personnel Division in Headquarters, Chief of Operations and 
Chief of Staff in the 8th District, Chief of the Officers of Boating and 
Personnel in Headquarters and now as Superintendent od the Coast 
Guard Academy I won't. Suffice to say my relief and good friend is an 
outstanding officer and is most worthy of his new title the Ancient 
Albatross. 

This ceremony is not about the Principals •••Admiral Matteson and I. Its 
about this coat, flight suit, helmet and scarf I am wearing. Its about 
people and airplanes. Its about our past, our present and our future. It 
is about heros and nonheros. When it comes to flying we think about 
people and the great deeds they have done. Some of the aviators who 
came before us made the ultimate sacrifice of laying down their life while 
trying to save others. The first Officer to receive the Distinguished 
Flying Cross was LT John Pritchard who flew his plane, a J2F-4, from 
Comanche Bay, Greenland to an ice cap near the west Coast of 
Greenland where the survivors of a B-17 were stranded after crashing. 
The first Enlisted man to receive the Distinguished Flying Cross was 
Radioman First Class Timothy Bottoms who was Lt Prichards crewman 



on that same flight. No one had ever successfully landed a plane on an 
ice cap before. At 1020, November 2 1942, the J2F was lowered over the 
side of the Northland into the water and took off to rescue the B-17 
crew. Bottoms was at the radio while Lt prichard piloted the plane. 
Picking up weak radio signals from the bomber, Bottoms was able to 
give the pilot accurate bearings on the wrecked B-17. After flying for 30 
minutes over the desolate wasteland, the pilot sighted the wreck, circled 
over the Army Airman, dropped a package of medicine and signaled he 
was going to land. Regardless of the signals not to try to land wheels 
down, the pilot set the plane down on the 2000 ft high ice cap. The 
wheels of the plane sank into the snow up to the pontoons. 

Since the pilot could not get closer than within four miles of the 
wreck, Lt Prichard undertook the hazardous journey alone on foot while 
Bottoms kept contact with the ship to notify the skipper of their 
operations. After reaching the wrecked B-17, the pilot informed the 
Army fliers his plane could only carry two of them at a time. Two 
injured men , who could walk with some assistance, were selected. With 
the aid of a third Army man, the pilot brought the injured man back to 
his plane. Bottoms helped Lt. Pritchard and the third Army man helped 
turn the plane around for take-off. Remembering the difficulty of landing 
with the wheels down, Lt. Pritchard decided to take off from the ice 
using the plane's pontoons. The wheels were forced up and Lt. 
Pritchard, with Bottoms and the two injured airmen, took off in the late 
afternoon. After careening, sliding and bumping over the ice hummocks, 
the plane soared safely Into the air and back to the Cutter Northland. 

The following day, November 29th Bottoms volunteered again along 
with Lt. Pritchard to resume rescue operations for the remaining Army 
fliers. As on the previous day, the reached the stranded fliers, took one 
on board and after a successful takeoff, started for the ship. Soon 
thereafter the plane encountered a heavy snow storm and crashed on the 
ice cap. Bottoms last radio message to the ship was that they had 
successfully taken off and that he needed weather reports. After the 
storm subsided, search parties from a nearby Army base and from the 
ship were organized to search for the lost J2F. A bomber sighted the 
plane which was partly buried in the snow. One rescue party pushed to 
within six miles of the wrecked Grumman but was unable to reach it. 
The bodies of Radio Bottom and Lt. Pritchard and the Army crewmen 



where never recovered. 

Today we are much better about recognizing heroism and you don't have 
to get killed to gain it. In past years pilots always received the highest 
recognition on a difficult rescue mission. We now see our rescue 
swimmers in the limelight and often receiving the highest recognition. 

Aviation isn't just about flying airplanes. The people who maintain, 
support, acquire and plan are also key members of our aviation team. 
Just look out into our audience and you see people like Admiral Siler who 
was not only a great aviator and distinguished officer, but was our 
Commandant from 1974 to 1978. In retirement he and Betty have 
represented the Coast Guard well by thler active participation In the Navy 
League. 

We are honored to have with us today several of our past ancient 
Albatross,' Admiral Robbins as Assistant Chief of the Search and Rescue 
Division, Chief of the Programs Analysis Division and then as Chief of 
the office of opperation planned, fought for funding and directed 
considerable growth and modernization of aviation. 

Admiral Thorsen. As a member of the short range helicopter 
characteristics board he is one of the grandfathers of the HH-65. He also 
played a major role in revitalizing all of our ground support equipment to 
give our maintenance folks the equipment they needed to perform good 
maintenance. Admiral Thorsen also has earned an Air Medal. 

Ancient Albatross Master Chief John Greathouse probably Trained more 
pilots than anyone in the history of aviation. And he is one of the few I 
know that has bailed out of a helicopter that lost its main rotor. 

Captain Harris, one of our few test pilots, who was responsible for 
transitioning the HH-3 into the Coast Guard inventory. He also wrote 
the specification for the purchase of the HU-25, evaluated 12 different 
proposals, participated in the aircraft selection, then oversaw its 
assembly and introduction into our fleet. I also might add that Captain 
Harris has earned 3 Air Medals. 



Then there is captain Powers who Is presently heading up OAV and is 
guiding the introduction of the H-60 Into the Coast Guard fleet of Planes. 

captain Krietmeyer organized and published the Aeronautical engineering 
maintenance management manual which tied together our aircraft 
maintenance policies. 

Admiral Thorsen, captain Harris and captain Krietmeyer were all 
together in the Aeronautical Engineering Division about the same time. 
They were a great team but would have been even greater if they had a 
few electronics types on their roster. 

The contributions to aviation are not only by our officers but by our 
enlisted personnel as well. We have In our audience the Enlisted Ancient 
Albatross Master Chief Jim Woltz. He is an example of the dedication, 
competence and accomplishments that our enlisted men and women have 
contributed to aviation. The Coast Guard has always been unique in 
having those that maintain their aircraft also fly In them. That is one 
reason we have such good maintenance. Our crewman also contribute 
so much to the success of our mission. I can remember early one 
morning taking off from this air station in an HU-16 on a first light 
search for an overdue sailboat. We found the boat overturned in long 
Island Sound with a man clinging to its bottom. We decided that It 
would take too long to get a boat on scene so we made a water landing 
and taxied to the vicinity of the boat. We tried to trail a raft next to the 
boat but the survivor was so exhausted and was suffering from 
Hypothermia that he made no effort to get into the raft. We then 
maneuvered the aircraft closer to the boat and in doing so the air from 
our reversing propellers caused the man to slip from his boat and into the 
water. Our crewman dove from the aircraft into the water swam through 
the rigging of the sailboat and rescued the survivor only feet from our 
spinning propeller. For Seventy six years it has been the team of the 
pilots and the crewman that have made Coast Guard Aviation a success. 



I am pleased and proud to be have been the 14th Ancient Albatross. 
During my tenure I have visited a few air stations and talked to the crew. 
I have tried to tell them that aviation is not only alive and well it is 
thriving. During our time in aviation everything has improved. With the 
great people we have in aviation today things will only get even better. 

In closing I want to wish Admiral Matteson and his lovely wife Dottle the 
very best as Admiral Matteson assumes the role as our 15th Ancient 
Albatross. He is a great officer and a superb pilot who will bring a lot to 
the job. 

Admiral Matteson, will you please join me for the changing of the garb? 

I take great pleasure in introducing to you your new Ancient Albatross 
Rear Admiral Matteson. Thank you! 


