


Commander Lance A. Eagan graduated from the Coast Guard Academy 
in 1962 and upon commissioning served in-the North Atlantic 
aboard the USCGC BARTARIA. He received his Naval Aviator wings 
in 1965 and was assigned to Air Station Brooklyn, NY; there he 
flew the HU16E Albatross and the HH52A helicopter. 

He was among the first group of Coast Guard Aviators to volunteer 
to serve in Vietnam with the u.s. Air Force flying rescue 
missions. Upon his return to the Coast Guard, Commander Eagan 
became an HH3F instructor pilot at the Aviation Training Center 
in Moblie , AL. After earning his Masters Degree in Management 
from the Naval Postgraduate School his nextj(duty assignment was 
as Assistant Chief, Enlisted Assignment Branch at Coast Guard 
Headquarters. 

Returning to the cockpit he served as Executive Officer of Air 
Station Savannah, GA and then as Executive Officer of Air Station 
Kodiak, AK. Prior to coming to Cape May, Commander Eagan 
attended and was a distinguished graduate of the Air Force's Air 
War College. 

Commander Eagan has been awarded the Silver Star, the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal (with 10 oak leaf 
clusters), a Combat Action Ribbon, two Letters of Commendation, 
Presidential Unit Citation, National Defense Medal, Republic of 
Vietnam Campaign Medal, Vietnam Service Medal {with 4 bronze 
stars) and Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross {with palm). 
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MAJOR C ARROLL SHERSHUN, USAF 
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1300 {E) Street :u, l-:ashi:-.cton, .O. C. 20591 , l. Durlr.s; the ?n.st 12 :onths Lt L?.nc~ Eart.:\n hE!.s serve:l his 
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and of 'the fa:.:ad 11Joll~r Gr:?en C.i~~ts :r r.e has e~s~rte~ h!:!~-.:lf' 
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2. As e.n instructor rilot, his untiTing ~tforta ~.,.ere reflected 
1n the rirofeo3ion:.>l. n:tti·~'l!de cli;Jplsyed ·oy his ~tu:.ents. !:is• 
abUit:~r to F.Tao:;-p a situ:'.tion llr.d cc.::'?ren-:?~d it:: c."ti~oncio:: 'til.S 
proven tin:! a."ld n.~ain in th".? su..:::!r.r.sr~·ll pcl.. ,~,,l~~e~ce ot tho rescue 
tlission. .\ :~n5J;~nt cource c~ r~~~r i:.!'!n!'> and conc:?pts i:1 c::.::'bat 
crew rPcnV<"!"Y: hi:; d'!d.icti.~!.c.n to !le!.c~.~e n."'l.i to i:i3 fellow St;rvice
mcn i.s \!!-:.: :.lt~:·i•~· 

3. Lt Ee.~an flc;~1 .405 cc:t~a.t ho;a-s £tn~ accot1pli~~~d 12 cc:;ba.t save21 
wider t!le c~c.st ha~<>.rlous ccn<li t::.·-=-~~s. ~o iru:-.r..::;·~OJ.e ccr.-::-!1.;t:tio~s 
to the l'!::lCUc ci':ort i:-i S.c:itn~::st /\!;ia :-~!"lect E:;l"~e.t cr1?di: upon 
bmselt, the \..'S ~o~t c;.i::-.rd, ~'1.j his countrJ. 

,...,.; / ,..7 
~ ........· ......... 


/· ,.., // ~ ,- ,•. 
, •./:-	 .· ·-·--~• .C..- -1• & 'II / -.# L r 

OLLo:i'I ii. !.3!L'·::;:.5./ Colc~cl, t,'S;.? 

Co.i:aia.r.der 


http:c;.i::-.rd


Poge 2 SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS 

'Like a Target in. a Shooting _Gallery' 

Dramatic Rescue Reveals Tri-Service 
By M.aJ. CarTolJ Sbenlnm 

WAereopeeeR-lr 
a..,.....,. Creap 

TAN SON NIJtlT AB - The7 
used lO call It Air-Sea Rescue. 

Now It'• ollldally known aa 
the Aerospace R-Ir RecoY· 
ery Sentc:e. 

But SoutlluJi Asia. o1bertr1se 
.,,_,, u S.E.A., II ~ the 
ICUoo Is lbae days. And the 
name Alr"5ea Rescue !$ no 
more. Nowadays ll't called 
S.E.A. Air RHCUe In the com· 

' bat !ODO. nett·. .-.... ""1Plillag• 

.,. appr9pna1e U..t .... -· 
l!ioce Air R<oaoe Is la lad a 
-~11oi.11 

"SOO'ft'hu'l.ea 1.nd1··~"icf:g•• th: 
en~ U ·mllllon Square mile 
war zor.ie. 

And the men no usually co 
clown lo the sea In lhlps have 
become a common part of the 
Air ~ S.E.A .• scene! 
NUMEROUS HONORS 
~Jlke0U.S. COut Guard Lt. 
Li~ £.u•I!, 21, $:rt1J10ot:; 

... whO- 11.. aen'iCI as a 
JollJ Green Clint HH.U: ta· 
cue crew eommand!J' · (or more 

-"than ~ DIO<llhJ COlllribl1e to 
I It. llDllll«n1ce open.lion..
llarlio:c lldlt Ume he and two 

=.r=n:....=1o~ 
~nl ARJ!Cp'a ICQJ°thenfn& roll 
~~cui.r air SIY 

oa 1al7 ' · lHll, Ille ue.t....· 
at eompktt<I ooe or Ille .-t 
dnmallc trl«rvlee ,..,..,... o( 
U.. ..ure war. 

llllJ 2 W11 a !Utt. eai1J lor 
llrewmts dlsplays normaltr 8'•· 
-led w I th 1""-ndence
DaJ, but the llmrorb new 
.Plore lor Lieutenant Eagan 
and . hh Air Yo= crew !lying 
north onr the DM'l out c{ Da 
Nang AB, 

It was a d01 that he and his 
fellow 17th ARRS crewm•m
ben. espeda.11.1 AlC Joel Tai· 
ley a para~ !rom 
Farmland. Ind., dbp117od the 
tlnd or eaocptlonal 11,ravery 
with wbkh mco or all semces 
In Vietnam hne, become asso
ciated. 

CLASSIC EXAMPLE 
~ rescue ol a downod 

F·llS pilot b one or the c!uslc 
enmplcs of the de~Uon 
of Air Rescue crews. 

e..... afltt •....-.as llPler 
at'ac:b ... -· Viet- uU...ira.fl llll<S, ~ 
dlrfCftlll l oll:r G,_ alrualt 
......., d rt vea oll , aaslalnla« 
..,.Y1 INlltle damace from Ille 
w.... llosWe sroaacl fire. n.e 
,_ altelnpC, W~ldo WM •laJ. 
CiMeol - l ue it, WU ean..I 
olt~ol~ 

On the morn!na ol July Jnd, 
three Jolly c. were scram. 
bled nei belOT'e Anrlse. Vol<>e 
contact with the Injured pilot 
was established. But conditions 
itrew dlmmor when a fourth 
UH.:E rescue chopper wu se
verel) dama,ced by h o st11 e 
cn>l'lli!' llM. A low momen.ts 
Illa' an A-1 SPld. support1n1 
the rescue mlulon. •11 shot 
clown and Ila pilot tilled. 

B-5% STRIKE 
For a short Umc all mcue 

forces WMO withdrawn from 
the Immediate area due to a 
B·5J strike mission only a row 
miles from lhe 1umvor's posl
Uon. 1io Air FO<'Ce or U.S. 
Forus - Is more lttred 

tie dAmage unlll alltr !ht ln
Jured mer had bttn n !dJ de
IJvertd to the nearest medical 
locillly. More than 40 direct hlls 
had been receive<! from small 
arms, .JO caliber and .50 call· 
ber wupons. They counted a 
total ol M enemy bullet holes 

:;.,.> 
. 
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Summary of Action 

Combat Rescue - Scotch 03 

LTLance Eagan, USCG 


Airman lie Joel Talley, USAF 

Republic ofViet Nam 


July 2'"', 1968 


On the afternoon of July 15
\ 1968, an F-105 Thunderchief fighter-bomber, call sign "Scotch 3," 

piloted by LCOL Jack Modica USAF, was hit by hostile ground fire during a raid over North 
Viet Nam. The pilot flew south toward the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) separating North and 
South Vietnam in an effort to reach the Gulf of Tonkin. The aircraft was losing altitude rapidly 
and Modica knew he would not make it across the line. After calling in his position, he ejected 
17 miles northwest of the town of Dong Ha. The low altitude ejection rendered him unconscious 
when he landed, and when he regained consciousness he realized his back had been severely 
injured. USAF HH-3E rescue helicopters, call signs "Jolly Green" 27 and 31, from the 37th Air 
Rescue & Recovery Service (ARRS), Da Nang Air Base, Republic of Viet Nam (RVN), had 
been launched for rescue. Modica was surrounded by enemy troops, all of whom were 
aggressively searching for him. Jolly 27, low bird, (primary rescue helicopter) flew in and 
attempted a rescue but was driven off by ground fire. Having jettisoned its external fuel tanks, 
low on fuel, and deep in enemy territory, Jolly 27 left the area, escorted by Jolly 31. 

Jolly Greens 29 and 22, also from the 37th ARRS, soon arrived on scene with darkness rapidly 
approaching. Jolly 29, low bird, commanded by LCDR Lonnie Mixon USCG, worked its way to 
the area of the downed crewman, but hostile fire was too intense and the approach was broken 
off. He evaluated the damage and then made another attempt, but was met by even more intense 
ground fire. The helicopter's electrical system was knocked out, a hydraulic line was ruptured, 
and its fuel tanks were hit. Faced with leaving Modica in the jungle, Mixon brought the 
helicopter around and headed back in for another try. Mixon was hit again repeatedly and 
subsequently broke off the approach. Darkness settled over the scene, forcing the rescuers to 
wait. Modica, injured and in shock from his ejection, spent a painful night concealing himself 
from a determined foe. 

The next day, rescue attempts were again made but when the Combat Search and Rescue 
(CSAR) task force reached Modica's position, the enemy was waiting. The task force consisted 
of two HH-3E helicopters (Jolly call signs unknown) and A-IE Skyraider ("Spad") fighter
bombers to provide close air support. One Jolly received so much battle damage, it was forced to 
return to base with an unexploded B-40 rocket lodged in its belly fuel tank. An Al-E, "Sandy 
11," was shot down while engaged in suppression fire. The pilot was killed. A debrief of all 
flight crews involved in the repeated rescue attempts established that Modica was on the floor of 
a small valley, under a thick jungle canopy. Crewmembers stated that the NV A gunners were 
close to Modica's position, hostile fire had come from all directions, and some seemed to have 
come from directly below the helicopter. 



The North Vietnamese were using Modica as bait. With this knowledge it was determined that 
putting a pararescueman on the ground was foolhardy and would most probably result in his 
death. The rescue pilot would have to do the job by lowering the forest penetrator (a 26-pound, 
bullet-shaped apparatus with three folding seats attached to the rescue hoist) directly to Modica 
so that he could be extricated after he climbed onto it. 

Three hours after the first attempt on July 2"d, two Jollies took off from a forward strip at Quang 
Tri, RVN. LT Lance Eagan, USCG was flying low bird (Jolly 21). As soon as Eagan entered 
the area, his helicopter came under fire from 37mm Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AAA) guns. Eagan 
dumped fuel to lighten the load, and descended for the small valley using twisting evasive 
maneuvers. Once in the small valley, the crew looked for Modica through a triple canopy of tree 
branches. Modica tried directing the helicopter by survival radio but he could not be spotted from 
the air. Pararescueman Joel Talley, Airman lie USAF, volunteered to ride the hoist cable down 
to the valley floor, but Eagan refused his request because of the extreme danger involved. 

Eagan radioed Modica and asked him to activate a smoke signaling device, but due to the 
abundant triple canopy tree branch network, the smoke rapidly dispersed until only a general 
area could be determined. Modica confirmed that he could not move. 

Airman 1/c Talley again asked to go down on the hoist. Realizing there would be no other way to 
get Modica out, Eagan gave his approval. After being lowered 125 feet, Talley got his bearings 
and started moving through the dense jungle towards Modica's position. Eagan again radioed 
Modica and asked him to call out to Talley or make a signal. Talley spotted Modica's "pen-gun" 
flare more than 50 yards from the helicopter. He knew he could not transport Modica through the 
jungle over this distance. Using his survival radio, he vectored Jolly 21 to his location. Eagan 
responded by edging the helicopter nearer, trimming tree tops with his rotor blades until he could 
get no closer than 10 yards because of a tall dominant tree against which Modica lay. By getting 
close to the trunk of this tree, the forest penetrator device could more reliably be lowered all the 
way to the ground without being obstructed by the triple canopy. Once the penetrator was within 
reach, Talley, who had been on the ground for 16 minutes, carried Modica to it- strapped them 
both in - and called on the radio "Take us up!" 

The North Vietnamese had been waiting for this moment. Knowing Eagan was committed to a 
stationary hover, and the helicopter could not move off until Modica and Talley cleared the 
treetops, the enemy sprung a well-disciplined trap. The first shot hit the windshield in front of 
Eagan, missing him by a matter of inches. For the next 15 seconds, more than enough time to for 
the entire aircrew to be indiscriminately slain, Eagan held a steady hover while the helicopter 
received multiple hits from every angle. He later said, ''they sounded like dull thuds." Then 
Eagan heard a shout from the hoist operator that Modica and Talley were clear, and he pulled 
rapidly away with the two men swaying back and forth on the hoist 50 feet below the aircraft. 

Eagan landed at Dong Ha, where Modica was taken to a field hospital for observation. Armor 
plating and luck had saved all of them, aircrew and survivor alike. The intensity of the enemy 
fire was revealed in their extensive battle damage. The helicopter had received over 40 direct 
hits. There was a gaping hole in the tail section. Four of the five main rotor blades had been hit 
and the self-sealing fuel tank had sustained nine punctures. Eagan was quoted as saying, "a few 



more inches either way and the Jolly would have gone down." The helicopter was no longer 
flyable and was transported back to DaNang-slung under a huge Sky Crane cargo helicopter. 



Background 
On Jul_ 1. 1968. Scotch OJ, an F-105 Thunderchief was !)hot auwn eighteen miies WNW-oftbe Dong 
Ha-airbase (located just below the DMZ). That this rescue was accomplished in an extremely hostile 
area was underscored by 7in AF report that, during the first six months of 1968. eighteen aircraft 
(including Scotch 03) had been hit by enemy fire, five of which were brought do\\11, all within an eight 
mile radius of Scotch 03's location. Pilot repons had identified additional accounts of numerous heav) 
aircraft artillery in that area in the immediate days prior to the Scotch 03 shoot do,i.n. 

There were approximately eighty aircraft involved in support of the rescue. including F-4s, F-105s, F
lOOs, OV-2s, C-l 30s. A-1 s and HH-3Es. More than 121 tons of ordnance v.ras deli\'ered. 

Reports varied on the number ofhits Jolly Green 21 bad taken. Suffice to say that it was somewhere in 
the range of 42-70 rounds from small anns and heavier caliber weaponry. It is doubtful that any Jolly 
Green. throughout the war. sustained greater damage, yet was still successful in its m1ss1on. The 
helicopter was taken out of service after the mission for extensive repairs. 

Additional factors for consideration An A-1 had been shot down prior to JG 21 ' s rescue attempt. Both 
the SMC and the Queen RCC had recommended that the mission be terminated, as too dangerous. 
Fortunately. for Scotch 03. they were overruled. LT Eagan and his crew were fully aware ofthe danger 
the mission posed and c-0uld have aborted the rescue attempt at any time after first encountering AJA 
on h.is approach, with no questions asked. LT Eagan steadfastly maintained his hover under the most 
heroic circumstances imaginable, a continuous barrage ofground fire from all quadrants. The heroism 
ofA IC Joel Talley has been thoroughly documented. Additional accounting on his behalf in this joint 
service endeavor hopefully will be accomplished by USAF. 



THE RESCliE OF SCOTCH 03 

During the Vietnam War, the United States Air Force (USAF) Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Service 
(ARRS) mounted the largest and most successful combat rescue campaign in history. ARRS personnel 
saved more than 2,500 ainnen from cenain death or capture. The United States Coast Guard (USCG) 
played a small but hardly insignificant role in this campaign. In 1967 the services entered into an officer 
exchange program. In accordance with the agreement, during the period 1968-1973, ten USCG aviators 
flev.· the famed HH-3E and HH-53BiC Jolly Green Giant (JG) combat rescue helicopters of the 31"'1 
ARRS. located at Danang. Republic of Vietnam (RVN). In addition, a fixed wing aviator flew the HC
130P for the 39lh ARRS, based at Tuy Hoa, RVN. The HC-130P served in a dual capacity, that of SAR 
Mission Coordinator (SMC) as well as tanker for the inflight refuelable Jolly Greens. One particular 
mission. the rescue of Scotch 03 on July 1-2. I %8 epitomized the very best that both services had to 
offer. For their efforts, JG Rescue Crew Commander (RCC). LT Lance Eagan, USCG and Rescue 
Specialist (PJ). AlC Joel Talley were recommended for the Air Force Cross and Medal ofHonor, 
respectively. Both awards were subsequently downgraded. lt is hoped that the two rescue services can 
once again work together, in a review process of the awards given these two American heroes. 

The upgrade of awards for the Vietnam War are hardly unprecedented, as witnessed by recently 
a\'warded Medals of Honor for two former U.S. Anny Aviators. In addition, the aVtard ofa fonner USAF 
PJ was upgraded to the MOH in 2000. 

The requirements for upgrade ofan award are: 
( 1) New lnfonnation 
(2) Recommendation by a congressman. 
(3) Approval by someone in the chain of command. 

First, on the new infonnation front are personal recommendations from participants and eye\\-itnesses to 
the Search and Rescue Effort. One is from former USAF I/It Dick Rutan, of Voyager around the world 
solo flight fame. and fonner Misty F-100 FAC, who participated in the effort. Obviously, 
recommendations by the survivor, LT/Col Jack Modica, USAF, ret., and Talley would carry significant 
weight. 

Congressional support should not be a problem. Possible candidates are REP Jeff Miller (R-FL) who is a 
member of both the House Armed Services Committee ahd a representative ofJoel Talley·s district.. 
Another is REP Joe Courtney (D-CT). who is also a member of the House Armed Services Committee. 
and representative from Connecticut, Lance Eagan's home of birth, and of course the USCGA. 

Finally, a waiver should be sought for someone in the chain of command, in that most senior 
commanders during that conflict have passed on. A waiver might best be effected through Vice 
CMDT/USAF liaison, something she has indicated a willingness to undertake. 



DateiTime 

Ol 1835Z 


010930Z 

0110302 

Ol 1030Z 

OJ 1045Z 

011 lOOZ 

Ol l 120Z 

THE RESCUE OF JACK MODICA (SCOTCH 03) 

1-2 July. 1968 CHRONOLOGY 

Scotch 03, a USAF F-105, engaged in a strike ofa SAM transporter, hit by 
enemy AA fire, heads for feet wet, then reports smoke in the cockpit and 
ejects NW of Dong Ha. JGs 27131 scrambled from Quang Tri alert to feet 
wet orbit to await arrival ofSpad Rescorts scrambled from Da Nang. 
Crown 04 (HC-130P) proceeded to area to assume SMC. 

JGs 29122 dptd CH 77 for CH 103, but directed to Rockpile orbit for 
backup. 

JGs 27/31 depart orbit to reposition to Rockpile to await RESCORT. 

JGs 27131 Rockpile orbit, comms established with Misty 41, F-100 FAC, 
who bad seen Scotch 03's chute descending into trees, after his eject. 
Chute had hung up in trees for approx 3 minutes then disappeared. No 
beeperino voice. Misty 41 requested JGs to enter area and attempt to 
locate survivor. JG 27 declined. pending positive comms with Scotch 03. 
This v."aS SOP for combat rescue. 

Misty 41 reports beeper/voice contact with Scotch 03, who reported 
possible broken back, requiring PJ assistance. Spads 11, 12, t3, 14 and 
Covey 171 (0-2 FAC) on scene. Spad t 1 assumes OSC. JG 27/3 t dptd 
Rockpile for scene. JG 31 detected ground fire but no hits. Covey 171 led 
JG 27i31 to scene, avoiding knov.n 37 and 57MM AJA positions. JG27 
descended to 3,000'. JG 31 remained west Misty 41 marked the area '"ith 
smoke. JG 27 continued descent, jettisoning tip tanks and prepared PJ for 
possible deployment. Ground fire escalated as JGs entered area. JG 27 
proceeded to smoke at 150' AGL. JG 21 heard and saw heavy ground fire 
and broke off the approach awaiting suppression of ground fire. The exact 
location of Scotch 03 V."aS not known, which placed constraints on ground 
fire suppression. JG 27 notified OSC that JGs would have to dpt scene due 
min. fuel, recommending immediate request for JG 29/22. JG27/3 l 
bingoed to CH 103. JG 27 had taken several hits but was still serviceable. 
After refuel and inspection, JG 27131 dptd CH I03 for scene to assist JG 
29/22, but were RTB' d by SMC. 

JG 29i22 DPTD Rockpile for scene. 

JG 29 begins approach to smoke mark. Misty 41 vectored JG 29 to spot 
where he had earlil.'T scene the chute. JG 29 received heavy fire at that 
position. JG 29 took numerous hits, damaging several aircraft systems, 
experiencing loss of No. 2 Generator, No. 2 T/R, No. 2 boost pumps, and 
reliable torque indication. and a hydraulic leak. JG 29 climbed to 2,500 ' 
and pilot determined that aircraft was still serviceable. JG 22 was 
preparing for a rescue attempt as nightfall was rapidly approaching. At this 
point it was decided that the already damaged JG 29 would make another 



attempt, saving the undamaged JG 22 as Hi Bird As JG 29 arrived in 
hover muzzle fire was detected from all quadrants and from below the 
aircraft. JG 29 climbed to l ,000' as JG 22 reported taking evasive action 
from airbursts in his vicinity. RESCORT Spads JOINED JGs enroute 
Rockpile. 

0112JOZ 	 JGs 22129 ARR CH 103. A first light effort was fragged for the following 
day. 

012120Z 	 JG 31 dptd CH 77 for CH l03. Redirected to Rockpile for rendezvous 
with JGs 24/22, but diverted to CH 103 Y:ith fuel leak. Dptd CH 103 for 
Rockpile. 

0122152 	 JGs 24i22 dptd CH 103 to Rockpile. Strike aircraft had been putting in 
ordinance for several hours in an attempt to sanitize the area. 

020015Z 	 JG 22 dptd for CH 103 to remove drop tanks. 

0200202 	 JG 24/31 directed into rescue area. Spad 11, OSC. directed JGs to 
discominue approach until Spads could direct ordinance in close proximity 
to Scotch 03. JG 24 bingoed to CH 103. replaced by JG 22. JG 31 /22 to 
Rocki>ile, later joined by JG 31. 

02055Z 	 JG 31 attempts rescue, receives moderate ground fire, aborts approach. 
Spads delivered more ordinance as JG 31 attempted another approach. JG 
FE & PJ commenced M-60 firing. JG 31 received intense ground fire. 
Both fuel boost pwnp lights illwninated. JG 31 made turn to abort the 
approach, receiving more ground fire. Vectored by Spad 13 to avoid 37/ 
50MM. JG 22 advised JG 31 that he was streaming fuel from the bottom 
of aircraft. Fuel Quantity dropping rapidly. JG 31 climbed to 4,000' and 
made an emergency landing at CH 103. JG 22 was experiencing flight 
control problems at this time. 

020100Z 	 JG 24 landed CH 103 for fuel. 

020120Z 	 Spad hit, losing oil pressure, crashed, no survivor. 

0201402 	 JGs 21 /28 dptd CH 77 to relieve battle damaged aircraft. 

020215Z 	 JGs 24/22 landed CH 103. SAR forces RTB'd due Arc Light (B-52) 
operation in vicinity of rescue area (not known if this was done in support 
SAR effort). At this time, Crown 04 and Queen (Da Nang RCC) 
recommended termination of the SAR effort. JGs 21128 assumed alert 
at CH 103. 

020530Z 	 Queen advises another rescue attempt will be made. 

020700Z 	 JGs 21128 rendezvous '"ith Spads 13/14 and Sandys 3i4/5/6 at Rockpile. 
Continues heavy mover strikes in rescue area directed by Misty and Covey 
FACs. Sandy 03 OSC. 



020710Z 

020715Z 

020725Z 

020730Z 

020745Z 

020752Z 

020810Z 

JG 21 dwnps fuel to prepare for approach. Hostile area approach 
commenced. 

112 directed Sanclys % to scene with Sandys 5i6 escortingJGs 21128 to 
scene. JG 21 receives 6-10 bursts 37/57MM close by right side of aircraft. 
JG 21 makes evasive maneuvers to avoid concussions. Covey 112 directs 
JG 21 to the location of the earlier smoke mark. 

JG 21 establishes voice contact with Scotch 03. A spiraling descent 'NBS 

made in an attempt to visually sight the survivor. Scotch 03 popped 
smoke. FE spotted smoke and provided vectors toward survivor position. 
Survivor confinns that he is immobile requiring PJ assistance. 

Hover established by JG 21. No ground fire at this time. Sandys and 
Covey orbiting overhead. PJ lowered on jungle penetrator. No visual on 
the survivor, PJ commenced ground search. Scotch 03 directed to fire pen 
gun flare. PJ saw it and made way to survivor. PJ requested that the 
penetrator be moved closer to his position. Penetrator lowered1OM south 
of PJ/Survivor. Hover was at 130' AGL. Further movement \Vas precluded 
by. Trees were contacted by rotor blades in attempt to get nearer to the 
PJ/survivor. The PJ dragged the survivor to the penetrator. As PJ was 
undoing penetrator straps, survivor fired 2 tracers. PJ relieved him of his 
weapon. 

PJ called for hoist up. NVA must have been monitoring frequency as 
extreme1y heavy ground fire erupted from aJI quadrants and below the 
helicopter. The first round entered the center cockpit windshield, narrowly 
missing both pilots. The hover was maintained as the penetrator was 
raised, all the while taking nwnerous hits. No. 2 T /R and associated 
equipment were lost. The CP returned fire from his window. As the 
penetrator cleared the treetops JG 21 started a moving tum as penetrator 
was reeled in. 

PJ and survivor on board JG 2I. Covey 112 led JGs southward through the 
DMZ. 

JG21 delivered to Dong HA Medevac pad. All SAR forces RTB'd. JG 21 
ferried to CH 103. Aircraft detennined to be unsafe for further flight. 



RESCUE ROUTE OF JOUY GREEN 21 

• 	 0.1 N.1ng AFB 31th ARRS 

• 	 Ouany T1i USMC Ai1field fCH 103~ 

• 	 Otbit Ove1heml The Rockpile USMC Otttpost 

• 	 Scotch 03 

• 	 Dong Ha AFB Metlic.ll Facility 

• 	 Ftn.-,1 tandhHJ at Ou;rng Tri USMC Airfield {CH 103) 
Helicopte1 is consideJe1I unsafe to fly and slu119 to Oa Nang 
by an Atmy H~.S Siko1sky Skyct.lne the following day. 
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4i, mld Spa.d ll tbd JG 27 ~ 31-~·b,,_ft .to le&TO the area. De<:aua• ct aini
mm !'col ant. ~ed JG 2<; and 22 be ca.U.ed 1U !=edJ.ately', iiitil .fG 29 
ll:ld 220 amval, JG :ri o.i Jl. reb:J:'nOd to cmo3 tor tuel and a.lrenn ~ 
tiol:. J'(l Z7 bad :reoei'nXl OD• %VW1d tb.rough t.bo ~ :spo.n:IOD tUld I. roUlld 
~:i a rotor bl.Ade pocket, 'bat lAtl detorm.ned to 'be &de tr::Jr' !1:!.alit.. JG 
'Z1 a:ld 31 ~~~qr t..ho ~ e.na t.o 4.Std.ist J'G 29 end~ 1-:c.t vare 
B.!B 1d bJ' Crow 4 dter lO ll:ia.I:t.e:s of fllaht , JG 'Z1 and }l nbs~'tl.J' ~ 
tan:ted to CR'l7 at l~ vith no tl:=tibot" .1:lcidut... At 09))~ JG 2<J and 22 <1&
parted r:zn omouto anoJ tor tl1ght ahrt duv. l'rior to re&eM ng GHJ.03, 
CJ-own 4 vu qoerl.ed tor Wcrtlll&ti<:l!l am ~ Oil ta a:l.ating SAR 
mss1.cm.. •lG 29 axd 22 'W1"9 direct.Id to o:rbit ovel" t.be "lockplle• u bsclmp 
S.AB. t'oree•. JG 29 dd 22 pe:aetn.tiod the bor.dex t.t l.JOOZ aJld JG :fl \l&S ~ 
in for a r.scoo at~ at l..1.a>%. ~ approacb. vu ud• t:rca tho ecv.tbwe.at to 
t.bs =ob. ~ hover va.s oist.ablisbed mid HU~ 4l ?'epOrt.d Scotce m Is 
poaitiini 'b> be 25 a•t:.ra SE t4 the aolte. JG 29 ~ a tarn cm the apot ai:d. 
ai:l'-taxiad to the :iev pc>ait1on. lipc= ari-1 'Nl Sl2 ~ ne.ar ~t, ct Scotch 
m,. .n 29 meas ~ h.8&"7 pr.:tj .!1:9. Dep..--.. .... ~ to tho sw 
SZld s.tt&r e...tq ~~ 300 ~~tl4-ll cnotbex-~ t4 po~ :CS.re .,... 
teJc.e:i .trcm ~ b&1ov. ~ -- Ol'alu&t.d. CUJ lo. 2 gen.an-tor' ll:o. 2 m. Jo. 2 boon pl=:p:t ~a tba ~ l'Q.el. peo bchig i:::opcn.t.ive. 'fhare •• 
& ditt6nm.ce 1.:i. to~ bet.vo.n 0 and SOJ. 'fhtte vu o. ~ul.:io leek ~ 
the tn:Dllmission. Bol:Ji 41ng'in8S \IQ:"e d.u.n:d.zi.ed to bo Opel:'&t.hl.s proporlJ'. JC 
29 c:izbed to 2500 !'-~ IJld de~ed that t.ha ~cooter vao stU: airwort,ey. 
the Spads ~t ~ Sl!)O}te on .he •3S't ridge. JC 22 vaapropL'"iilg 1lO ~ a ni>

cue 3.t;.a:i;>• al tbo~:i ~! llft.t: dusit &llC ni8bt...~ 1.1a:: ;np!.dJ.7 ~p;noecb!.:::,g. At 
-;~;s po.:;.:-:. i.~ viu dsc!.clod wt .;<; "l!1 would. :like t:::e. 4ttecpt :a.nee J'G: 22 Ila!! 

$t!.ll 1mac:athed. «mi ,.'Cul.ti be ct ~Mt.Ill' valtl.e <li1 bi(rh ~- JG 29 :sado an · 
apprce.eh hen tl:.o W .1n an ef.f'orl to avoid tbe pl:'evieual)' 51.gllted grouni fi..""tl 
cea. J'dt aa J.S 29 nach9d a ~. !tB&V-J ~tire \MAI rooeti~. >h::i:u.l.e 
!hahea ve:-e siilr'~ on both rl~e li:u @d tro:: ~ belo11 Ul$ t.1.raa..-t. 
JG 29 c:a::z:ieaced & ~t vtan .:G 22 bage ~ai..~ ~t lOOOi't Jti 22 
haC. to mske do~t f'...ig.ht l:l.:l~ to ~d bei.eg bit. '?bo Sp.ads jaiud tha 
:olly Greena in escort to tile WRoekpile. n ~ CAl ~ fi:r• v.U1 onooun~orod 
v.ith ?lO Uts antil ell a.ircnl.!'t i.-ere clear or tile ~. .ro 29 e.nd 22 land" 
CW.OJ at. Ul.OZ. 1.·t~t l1&t:t" ~WA .f:ma;ed tor 2 July. JG u. a:id 22 
vere a.irbcrce at 221.SZ ba!il CZ103 end \o1Ul joined by JG 31 at t.ha :i&clcpile~ 
After 2 tours o! c.?'biting• JG ~ vas directed to RSS CED.OJ to ?"l'.!::ID?O '".h• a:~ 
ton:aJ. anx1li.e17 !'ual ta.aka. J.i 004.SZ. JO 24 end 31 vere dirac+..ec!. into the 
area 'Jr ~. Prior to a.rriv'-:i& !.: tha aroa Spa:i ll bs.11 a.ss-...l!:!ed OSC aJJd 
~ th. h.e.lca to bold o.t: v?::!..le the Sped.9 r.de ordnance dell'l'fl:l'iea in 
c:lose proxim.ity or Scot® m. JG 2.4 was 15 M.autea past bingo tnnl and m 
ca:lOJ to rett:el. JG 22 OTi.VeQ Oil SC@,11 a.s relief' ot JC u.. At 212DZ, 1 JlL..J' 
1968, JG Jl depal"ted Cirn 1.d.t.h lnstructiona to proo.eed to CBJ.03. upon initial 
cor..ec:t w:1th Ql.leeJl JG 31 vu directed to proceed to the ~ea atJd nmdn
iious vitb JG 24 cd JG 22. ~ elll'CUte JO 31 attei::ipted to ~sr f'oel 
!re= m:ternal 'ttrl l1 e17 f't1el tanb but ~till prss:n:ri:ed the rl-iht tlnk ~ 
arotm:i ~ :'!llar cap. JG 31 lAD:ied a.t CBJ.OJ • .,. 223lZ am b.r ro.e.d~ll!lt1D6 the 
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1_~ ..:..:·_O_?~3 . h.! J...\[ : 
!ille:r cap tbe leak l.IU .stopped. Depa:rtill.a CH103 at 223CZ, JC 31 NJ'tid*lr;
vcc.aec ;.1.th n 24 aAl .Ja 22 oi.b· the ~ile11 at 121.$Z. While .rn 22, 21. 
and Jl crcited M:lt:7 21 sstaellih:ed: eonta.ct vi~ Sect.cl:. 03 d ~tel}r 
2J;'OZ a.rd bega.o dinct.1.ng 1iga pe:-:!on;!ellce aircl'&ft !n th&ir strikes ar.::rucd 
Scotch OJ's posi.t.ioo. Crow 4 called at 2JJSZ am dinctec JC 31 to retw"D 
to CXl0.3, reo:>ve the e:xter:ial tllel tailkS, re!lzal. ad :-ett:rt: to tbe "liock;-..ilen 
OTOH point. 1\6 Jl landed a~ G:iill)J at 235DZ, reoo~ tal:ks, refueled a.rd d&
pe.rted &t 00151 a.rri7ing orzt point 0030% ~ rd.th. Sped.a u. l2 and lJ who 
bad da,Pa!1:.ed tro:. rzn. .ro 22 then lett tbe arbit poi!lt to proceed ~ cm.o3 
to roi:iove th& utemcl ~. ~"tlel ad return to the orbit po1Dt. tbs high 
per.ro:rmsnce ~t att~ to storllhe the &rtt uetil 00202 . 1he Spsde 
then moved !nto the area to t'1:f to nmtralbe the artta close to the l!l'!1'.!l'Vivor. 
Sp&d 13 ~ bo'agl:Lt .re; 24 and .n into th& ana ot w dO'llll.ed pilot. J'C a 
'WU too lov on tual !or 4 : eacue attapt &Xld re~ to CHl.03 . J'G 31 re~ 
to o:-bit. pob~ to vc t ~or :G 22 1otbo wa enrca~ ~ <ElDJ. !t '.)()55Z 1u 22 
returned to U1e llJf.oct:pile•~ the deeisicm vas eade to a'tteapt 11. resc:JS. Cl.ind 
co-rer ~~ 1.nto t.be area and BZJ1 !'art.her delay~ force the rescue air
cra!'t to abort the reaeu9 t.Uort . J'G Jl. a.uumd lov bird poaitio:t aal ttzder tJis 
dL'"Oet1on or Sps.d lJ 1'&1!· gn.iii~ into tho 5'll"rt"<Or 1e llll'Ga· As JG ll cmtaret t.he 
arsa !ro:: the 5Gtl'tbuanf CoT~y l.71 NqUeattd Scotdl 03 to b1sJ.%1 directing 3"G 31 
to Ilic pos17-J.on7 .JG Jl lJU.'t.1.ated a lilov d.e11cw.~ let't tu.re a.lld s.tter 180 
cagrae3 ot' 'tl1rz1• moderate ground tire vu eneount.ored. JG Jl cl.bbed ~ 300 
AGL and ccu•i..ued :.o turn lett.. The Spa.de pet !.n :xire ol':'!nanC• \lll1l.e JG Jl 
proper~ ~or llllOt.ber app:ottch to the S'Ul"'rtvcr. io'hile JG Jl \1'11.S st.ill 1n tile 
...c...--:: t.'le Qo-p~~ spot. '.ee ~e l!l:.Oke !:'c: tte ~?:>r'~ ~~ ap ~ 
!ta :.='"r.:.s. ·'.;..;a~~ ~e let: -.,c;:-n JO :;:. o~..abll~ ~ bo<:er ~th ':.!:e su:-
rt-ro:- en tee r'..giit a!dci o~ the trl:cn..."'t. !h• 7.l.1.ght ~1.aeer ud &a~ Speo
!AilJt c=m:~u;ed l'.'!.r'...ng thli! tw s.U';i lllac!:..1ntJ gun:s. ~t&l.y .m Jl b4tgtm 
roon.l.~Afr JA~ntle ground .tir11 ~ 1:0~t.e.1J:led ~"~~ l::.i:t!I . !lo~~ ~on:a.-U boo:s t. 
;iuap :".JJh?~o wu..~ li(b.t:i a::d tl:c f'orw1:u-d f\l1U lrf-p«W11 llg.at.c1, ill~T'1:1.Wd. 
JC 3:. ~cl w'to ;.., the ~u~1rt f.}l/Or a ridie lilhout 100 :ne1a"s ~~ 3ti:r
tlTQ.r :snd :c~o.ivod moro g:'1!ut.d t i:e . Sped lJ ga.ve he~ di:ect!onl$ to us..l.s~ 
:G 31 !.:l ~J aloe: o: 37-!M ~<! 57!~ po.sit.!on:i. it!d.le JG 31 W.6 c~g 
ou~ -:.l:;o ~orn:rd !'.lol q~t.1t7 ~e .i:Ci~ted A :-:lpid J..,v o.f t'wtl. Spe..c. :..:; 
and JG 22 &litl~ed .;c Jl he ;,iu ::-....~ !\!Gl fro: ~c bo~tom o!" ':.he ~cni.::'t. 
:G J: eont.!.:illed t o cl.Ub ~ 40(,0 !eot :m 41!.C ;roceede<i to C!O..OJ . !ho -;eve: 
vu ~s~ tj,v;.t .;r;, )l. hcd :-.l.:Jto.incfi bctt~ dall:o.ge . '!be to•.1er o~rator C:ei:.rod 
~ ~ie patt4l"!l 4Jld ~ !'uo !'igbtius oqi:d.p:acot '~ ti,. to 46Sh~ JG )l. 
JO Jl :anded at Ol.35 ~ vi t.1.loU't ~or 1.ncr'-deot. JC U landed C!0.0,3 a.~ O:.c-o2 
to-r t'lal uii ·Jll.S u..irbon:io at. all.OZ enr<lU'te to tO:c ll!lccJr:;:d.l.e. • IG Jl reported 
th.At he ua.r.1 rn.pitilJ' lo•~ 'f'll6l. JC 22 w.a =~_:li&)lt coJ?,trol pro~ e.t 
tb.is t.!.me. :c; U proeeedoc! •:)11 at1 intora.pt ®o.rse £0:- .iC 31 cod 22. At 01.:xlZ 
Spad 1.1 st.at.e(! tbn.t !-..P had lo.st o.tl pi-essura l?!d vu :U,.d,tig t ..t w~. .m 2J. 
a.oG ~ d.!78%""...ac .:n hU d.i:ec~o;; r..:so. SC Jl 4* aout.'!l of t.bo l:l.fZ o.~ thi::s t.~. 
JG U a:lC 22 Te'DQe:vouMd JJpproxi=telf J ::d.l.es sou-..h ~ ·.ae Sped :l ~ 
sit.e. Spaii 12 repo.rt.ed that S'P8d ll Welt. in ·Jitti bh canopy ..~ Cl?l. JC 24 
anc 22 reversed Clr.ll'se !or SV!\ •. :G '4 &lld 22 1.&zded Cit.CJ &~ o:osz. .JG 21 
and JG 28 <iepar!;«l Chc.mlol 77 at vl40Z to r elitmi! the other Jolly Green =i.13 

1.1bc hllti st1Steined ba'ttl& ci.l!.!oc...."9 chrl~ reoo 11ery at'tcpt.s. Prior to u-.riv:ing 
at Cbw:me.J. :J..o3 ·the S:Ait eai::m:u::r.1.catfo!lS wre monitored and $bortly ai't•t: the 
locs of Spe:d ll, the SAR :t'orces wre !lTB' i due to a. :"1-asged AP.C !.:gilt 11~ 

c:ro:.:- ' 
J0i1'1'~~~ · ·: ~: A :~== 

1JT~"l~· ~=::.:i: :~rr! 
.~ ..~:- l- . - • 
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ill the L""t&. .t.t this t.~ Ct'O\m I. Gild ~ re<x)mondoC ~a.ti® o! ~ 
effert.. JG 2l a1ld :m 28 u.,.,C tbe e.lart at Clmn._l l.D>. U <H.302 ~ 
!Id~ 2.:Dth.r r.coVllQ a-ttapt wculd be =-de. J'Gls ll lltld. 2S -.-aro t.:i 
r.it£tY.~Wl 111 t!.i Spll!ls 13 and 14 lllrl ~s 3, ~ 'i e. OVO!' S!ockpl.11" A': 
0";\;0Z. .J:i1 & ;:1 an.:. 28 ~..od CEl.o; a.t o6..rJ) a::::!. IU'Tivt<l ovc- "ioo:q.n.,. 
•t 0?002. s.i-tdy'11 J,4,.S,6 !P"'!'i."nld tc ;irovido .IU!SCOR'l'. .lt ~ ti1M Cro..a; 
I. h:1et~ t.l'et Covi.y ill ...:ollld led ~ Sa.:ld7s and JoJ.l.1•• i;)'t<) ~ u-<10 

a.::d UC Air 9'trtku 1'10U1c eaase ld:M1 th& Jollitnt -n 3/1. ziln wt. J.t 
thi:i tiae .:G :U stn.tad ~ :; llO'llld 0. t.b!l anl.,y ol..rlng .uthor:i~ !ar tbe 
.1G' s to ir::b so 4~ it 0710 J'G 21 d!:zpec! t'uttl. ~or ~ poziet.%'1'1':1.cn. 
EoaU.:.. &1"e.'1 ducmt \&S ::-rl'o.-,,,.9d b7" tha CP. il O'T..S Cony ll2 ~ s-.:::y 
3 ..0: 4 ~ U. a..-... ScCf 5 and oucart!IC JG 2l. Mt 28 about 2 illee b&-
:::.ud. J.t O'nO JG 21 oc=:tcc«i. dnc;::ilu: tho bafie:r of ~: be bOJd ~t6ined 
~o:: a liUl'AM.>!'t. .Abwt <me .::iir.ub later .ro Zl. reeeiv.c. 6...10 ourst11 of f1/1;/lll.". 
AU. fire clo.. ebOa.rd ~ :-:iot side t'ro!a tl::e l't:JPr-s !.a.i:a rcgicc. A& ~ 
heli~ V'4.S ll~ by-~ Cll,ll~• evasi.TS acti~ W-5 t.Ut:rl iUlC ~II 
~ co..., :J.2 WN a.d.lind i::i tl» dMC'm'l"t ~ t:lo a."'Oll ~cal.;- -...ad b)
srmke. ll;e 6l"e& was ·~ce.d !ram tAa aou1b ue w:Lc:e oonta.c~ -... iae.d.o 
vith the surr..vor 1t.t 0725Z. ! lpf.l'aJ.1ll.g d~a~ vu »d• trJ"ill; tc ai~t 
tl:a w::'V!~r. Ba powad ~. cd i=;i~ -neto~. ~ !.o d:.1.""ect ll!> t.o 
a pc!Jit 5C ae~ W'&!?t o~ it.:.:. t"1C 4Qlt ')iX) da~• ~ ~re u.soci !n !D
ea~ !::.1: ~=· ':Co PS S4).' cli.i: sc:on az.ui ~"'l:d.N tJ:.a htllccptal' i:ltc ~ 
r;x:l.litim: over :t. c:lca.ri.ng in ~_., Jnngle 30-50 tMte:rs 11011tb ~ thi.> ~w!". 
JO 2.8 :ii~.ibile bold bigil.. '!'li4 l!Ul:'Tho1' cent!:=::. :it. thi.J ~ llO Q:Xlla ooi 
:xive ~ l!C'.11:1 :-e~ & ~:·.ell4 ;;Pl!i;jal."'$t. r.o get iU.;: !.::: r..oo 1»:3t. The !!.a~ 
111!.'3 e~IJ!. at. O'i?OZ. l.io &r"OODd fi...-e •.ra.:s ::-eco!.vcd. 5.t.?:C;;s ~ C¢vey::i 
1ron !c~ ~r~. !!» i'.S IA!I J.ovcrsd to tJJo ~Wld tlll the pe!letratGr . 
:be ~7e: ~uld n¢t be 11.eec !.--oz: ~ hb:ieep~; ~his sobt 1185 rt&
1~:.e. 3 ?-.S !l:lC. ':.o tsec= the j~ !er the ~"OJ'. '?be CP :md :Z ::ie..U
,_, • .,t!C. ~~t. Tl..~« :a-:- e:ic:t" !ore«!! 8lld. ~'""'lie~ ~ ¢.lot .on ;i..;.lrlt.-z;:...
~ ~': oc~r. :ti~ 3S ~ ~..:-~ ~!iQU'tj !.I: lJ.C1&tUt~ ~ :?Urrt-:or. :a 
::P d!..r>?<:tGd Ul~ :ru..-v.t•ror ~ !1::-n a ~:a.."'D an~ -w :h.out to a:?3!.:tt ~ i>.S. :!.e 
.f"_:fA! :i. :;en :;un .a..r.<t t:ht' 1tS QOt(IM/ld tlw n.a.e.. :'hfo ~ .t'~"ll.!;r ~v :.u sun!v
~~·:. :oo~ s.i:a ws.s a.:>.u~ to reac:. ~. A:: this -cu:;ir ~ .RS ~~at.ed -:.t.o -w=.&
t..-.."'te:- ~ .:oov;).! clo=-')t ~ ::b,!.s poll! tlott ~e ~ t.Gt> •r...:-o::.e ti!lCl~!.t-1 a: till: 
;~. ~r!!!:l.I <::::•v d:ie~o.nt.ton bo'f.V'l!'!tl a:l ombeu C1 tl:le ~ re:'!!.l:!d 
!.::i ~~ ._" p...~t...--a;.cr A~1Jl .!.Cb ~::.~ ~! ~ !n:.nl~. 'ill$ W'rvr ....... 1
bo11T. D:: !'.ee. ic:. &:::! .. :..:i t.rM ;::=wveot.ee ::ior~ ~ cJ.o$&T. ':lle :?tor 

• <:cs;.,-.;.;t...::_ U:.:s • < •!".!ort :o et c•ose ~ tnS!!it-1'. ;.. ::-~ 
" "' <m. 1.~u ~.... T. ~ e, re~ u: .ront, slid l • :-. a;... 

boTo &.r.e ~.::. -:n.., :-:1.gh-i: ~.ue. tl1ie vin.tl :wd t.erre!.n .Corcod e. ~ into t.lre 
M.~;o. ?l:o p.e.no~..r.to:: \,("'~ "-'it±i 10-.1~ aQ;i tb as curled 'tho =..,""'11,70!' to 
.!.t. ~G l:.h., as W,;1 -:.:t<J.oia.; 1..:!.11 :Jtt°S;itf CC ~ p=utrs~:"J ~'e S',U-VlvOl." ~l!'ed 
':\fo ::Ol>C<>n. ".'h6 1S nU.levcJ h1.o at bi:I . JS revolwr. l?<S ~ pl..t~lt\I tho 
:ru...--r.!:n:= !o be :-&i.:oeol c.:i ~ ;.e:ieuuto: &WC. aectt:i:<! ...t--eJ.r. J.t :>7.:.$ i..., 
e~ != ~c pu:e~:i;to:- to he r&i.:~. &'l. ta.st. ..i.._,-:..s,;,.t .!.t. a::~ ..l::..s.t. 
:.11it !!!..~ boni -::i!t;.rl:l.,& .:....; ..::#il_e .:oon:r:14!.1:;" ~~ ?:.otol'T.' ~ 
!:1:-., cvgc:. ':l:e ffiit ~ o:.terod the ~o1'jlit ~:::. Uw rl~ d.L-ec-;J,r ahwi:.d 
&lld ~tret4K.I th& co::~ vind£:h1old. 1'hJl b::ver w.3 :::lotl.in~ a:: ~ :i.lllo

'tr-.J.•..or ~ nt.ised t.~-:.;J:. tho U-Cal!. iico.7'/ ti.::o o-t..'"1.le& -:.t.::i ~n::~ tJJd 
U!.., So. 2 :3 $.'1d. .:1,u1x:iat-oc "qui~t -wc:ro loot.. ~ CP st~t.ed· to nt-.....-n 
fi:«: .u;j_ U::cl'I aoni ~o:'G<! ~ ront:.ola u tho panotrat;O':' hr.lb ~ ce.aO?'J' ,1.Uo;l 
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a cl1::h va:i ~t:ia.t.:id :.:>v<...ne -fe:-.~--C Gd ~ t.o C:...-.: the area ~ g:-oc:id .;.'!=• 
a::J! pro""nmt Ao ?@?"SC):.nol on t.!l.e bo!.tt !"roa bei~ hit. :ht CP nc~«i A 

l11f'': tu:u,,~cil VA!! o:torod to =~ ~ lovut ~~t Gt ~ ~G. During 
4:;~rl-12:a~ 90 :!ogroe or tTJT:l tn.t ?>ol~ 'Al tmouaht ap @d tr.o n p-a1).oc! 
tho ?''21~~ 1n ti:c s.i:c:-.s..."t vnl.A) di.:-ootas tho p:U,,t in hoillt cipcratiGUG. 
:ho RS =-=raoto:! b.ia:.sal!' f\-o~ th;a peno~t.or a.cd. he c.D.d -.!! • E'i go~ tho 401'
Vi'V'<»' !t:r-..o the ~"'t. &t~ !'l)a ~'101" llUll gh.r; W.t4l" .....: 't.."'N.-:.ci 
La: t1hoclc by ~ RS a:ri FZ. Co\"9y' U2 1..d JG 2l. back ~?'OH the ~~ 
the 37/S7K'4 UA .J1tMs t.o the Dolli li& M-1 RYae pAC!. Si.De• :C 21 had lo•t b.ia 

' 	 lO'l"G eoflllWJS tb.A m'l"V1vor w.s tnnl!1'er.ed et 08lO c.d JC 4i. l"Otti:'Qed tc at!.03 
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co=me:w t"eee1Yo Ill.SA ?f11'!on:ull2e0 ~hts ~tcly '.:Vl!J7 lS dllutes. 
Thrsy ll'01'lf oClllt ta the .l'~ieo 3:14 bo:!:>cd ~cud grei::e !"-re sips 1n the 
;;..-es.4 

Qwsai c.:ivi:sed t.Mt t.lwre 'Wln"O na Sp~ nor Si.nd!oa av~o !r;;:; Ch-77, t:ut 
tr.QT hc.d 1':1.ln:bed S:..nd1e::-;?,I., ~ !.: e ~ Ct-e'i. Cnrc:-L the ~\le:Jt.OC tl'.at. ~ho 
Jolly C:i:e:ie, ..CU.cti WU1: ~'1.Ck ~=; "=ian, l:o l:u=.c:he>i !':;:: c;-:-lOJ to ,!o~-Q 
Id.tot t.tio s.:wli= over ?.ocil P'....le Cri:it o.t. the ~:iioii !:';.. c! CiO.:-Z tc tMt poai
:i=i. Jcl.lJ Gn:=-2l l.Oli !. a: ~ l.,.1::1ch!:c. 

Tho &ca.1n were not !mi.lure ..-,:.th tt.o llrQ4 o!' Rock P'..lu Or:i::.t 110 Crota:-L 
diz:Qc:t«I. ·Covv;;-112 t.o inter~ t.r.c: on ~. i:.tacruta !'req\laney, ~ l~ thee to 
iloclo: Pi.lo Orldt. The Sar.diorJ nor the Jelly tireana """ 

0 
!<::illU'O wi!t.h the ~11. 

ot t.hG lSW'Vivor :ro Co'n'1'"'J.l.2 Will ~""llctac t.a n:::d."t V1th :.tw Sa::dl" ·over Rock 
E'lle O:bi:. .:end load tM: !orl:Oll tc t.hir SAA ~ oe Cro'Cl...;. 's ca:mAnd. &izldi.-.1 
l'i: 4 ~11 br-ioi'cd that. U1C)' "l::l!li p:occccd. ~y ! ::il~ MIJi:.d o! tho .loll.7 
iire=a u:d Soi::di.o:t-:S 46 , ~ all tt:ese !'cr:es ~c N:llain an th~ Sa=5 t~, 
ldii.cb w.a d:!.r!ere:it f:c: t.ho cme bai:g u:io4 111 the ~iH -.nci th11 high por!or-...cn. 
~-3 was 'brio!ed t.c gc t.o £Uard ~cy as :::c= aa :ie a.-rlvoc =~met 
Wire over On Scale Cam.meter fi"a= !'.isty-31. ~os-3 4 l. vere -:... dwclc tho 6:"8a 

ever. llbih the .:Olly ~ens Oind ~5 & e ~tile cloar o! th' IU'e!L i:til called 
to:-~~-). 

>tist.7•,3.l. wis brie!ed tn.it S.'ltl~-3 ~c t.llilo ovor lrpOll nrrivL>J.. ;,,nc: tbo M1r..ioe 
.uid h1.giJ porl'w-..ers wro to hold high at that t!:o in e:111C1 .tl:o; 'llQN neodvd dlu"..:as 
t.ho j'Jick-Clp. At, O'l'CSZ !lu!ltic ~ (K.!.gh ~Z'!or,:1):":1) ~~~to the Hiot1oa 
by Cro'Cl-1.. At .t.ni:s tw :.U !oreos h&d hoim 'bl.'io!cd l<Mt to ~. .\t ¢?1C2 tho 
s.:mdios al1d Jelly Gree= lod b:y Covoy-ll2 VW'fJ ~c"..eC1 to ~~t ltrtl' th111 
SAl1 s=.w. .\t 07~ ~.l .to 4 Md Cowy-ll2 arrl.voa mi. =ceco at'.t! ~3 
~ ovor IJa SC1JZH1 Cc==rmdor just aa Rutic ~ 1""1ll clearl...Jl8 tho tG:-Qot. ezso 
tl1gtlt of !i1gh por!c:=l>n (Sc&r Fl.ight.) ~ orllitil:s ?Uq. =: "'5rO ~cc1 
t.O go t.O M1.ll':y-)l on 4 discr«.e trcqmmq ~ rt/IZ1dby in c:uo tl1C17 VDN :coded. 
~3 & 4 an:! Covoy-112 ~the sunivor mac:~ in tho Jolly Greens 
11=1 Sc:i.:lics-5 ,. b. 

JoJ.ii. Clrec::l-:zJ. wus in a !loWl" At 07JQ. and lo~ ~.eir !'arue~ = to 
u4ilit t.be ~wr = ~ tho paiot:mtcr. .u. lo~ t"O Ollrt.i-llU'cr8.f't g= pcsS.
Uo:atJ GpGa04 !'1ro ou Jol.l,,.,. Groa:n-21., but tboy :roceiV'Od =o b.it.11. tiJ.at.,...)l. 
~el;f di:-oct.ed Boar tlJ.gbt. :!.:i cm tho s= peo1Ucrul, lli:idl llilancod the. 
Tho Joll.1 Groon ilad l.owrud 1.llo P<'l:'~l!tlo ::= cml.7 a !w !out !l"Cl:I tho dlll'Vi'IDZ', 
b';it. ~o j~ W:t = thick tboy hDd ~o Jloist ~ l:l3Ck 1r. m: i:ove th~ t~ :eot 
-.o ~r ti:: agai::i. ..t. O?L.OZ t.1-.o Pa:~ i::.:.n h:id :.ho _,urdvcr on ~ta 
pc::ie:..-:t.= .cd t:C ~C:ival'7 W:I :::=a ~~~. ~ .:clly ~ .:t:f! tJ-.O 
~es egre:sucd a.l..:l:1g .. ::ooi::.o ncc=en:!~d ~ ~..'O)'-ll2 :.:d....:.:. rc~e:i; ~o E.TB'~• 
.icll,r 4ec:-2l. dollvered ·.t;o l1Uf'7!.VOr, who ~ iz: :ri~i:i..l =~t:.~, ~g !l:ll 
4ospit;o!. ..t Ch-1..."9. 

----· ····---, 
I 
I 
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THE RESCUE OF SCOTCH 03 


During the Vietnam War, the United States Air Force (USAF) Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Service 
(ARRS) mounted the largest and most successful combat rescue campaign in history. ARRS personnel 
saved more than 2,500 airmen from certain death or capture. The United States Coast Guard (USCG) 
played a small but hardly insignificant role in this campaign. In 1967 the services entered into an officer 
exchange program. In accordance with the agreement, during the period 1968-1973, ten USCG aviators 
flew the famed HH-3E and HH-53B/C Jolly Green Giant (JG) combat rescue helicopters of the 31th 
ARRS, located at Danang, Republic ofVietnam (RVN). In addition, a fixed wing aviator flew the HC 
BOP for the 39th ARRS, based at Tuy Hoa, RVN. The HC-BOP served in a dual capacity, that of SAR 
Mission Coordinator (SMC) as well as tanker for the inflight refuelable Jolly Greens. One particular 
mission, the rescue ofScotch 03 on July 1-2, 1968 epitomized the very best that both services had to 
offer. For their efforts, JG Rescue Crew Commander (RCC), LT Lance Eagan, USCG and Rescue 
Specialist (PJ), A 1 C Joel Talley were recommended for the Air Force Cross and Medal ofHonor, 
respectively. Both awards were subsequently downgraded. It is hoped that the two rescue services can 
once again work together, in a review process of the awards given these two American heroes. 

The upgrade ofawards for the Vietnam War are hardly unprecedented, as witnessed by recently 
awarded Medals of Honor for two former U.S. Army Aviators. In addition, the award ofa former USAF 
P J was upgraded to the MOH in 2000. 

The requirements for upgrade ofan award are: 
(1) New Information 
(2) Recommendation by a congressman. 
(3) Approval by someone in the chain of command. 

First, on the new information front are personal recommendations from participants and eyewitnesses to 
the Search and Rescue Effort. One is from former USAF lilt Dick Rutan, ofVoyager around the world 
solo flight fame, and former Misty F -100 F AC, who participated in the effort. Obviously, 
recommendations by the survivor, LTICol Jack Modica, USAF, ret., and Talley would carry significant 
weight. 

Congressional support should not be a problem. Possible candidates are REP Jeff Miller (R-FL) who is a 
member ofboth the House Armed Services Committee ahd a representative of Joel Talley's district.. 
Another is REP Joe Courtney (D-CT), who is also a member ofthe House Armed Services Committee, 
and representative from Connecticut, Lance Eagan's home ofbirth, and of course the USCGA. 

Finally, a waiver should be sought for someone in the chain of command, in that most senior 
commanders during that conflict have passed on. A waiver might best be effected through Vice 
CMDT/USAF liaison, something she has indicated a willingness to undertake. 



Background 
On July 1, 1968, Scotch 03, an F-105 Thunderchiefwas shot down eighteen miles WNW of the Dong Ha 
airbase (located just below the DMZ). That this rescue was accomplished in an extremely hostile area 
was underscored by 7fu AF report that, during the first six months of 1968, eighteen aircraft (including 
Scotch 03) had been hit by enemy fire, five ofwhich were brought down, all within an eight mile radius 
ofScotch 03's location. Pilot reports had identified additional accounts ofnumerous heavy aircraft 
artillery in that area in the immediate days prior to the Scotch 03 shoot down. 

There were approximately eighty aircraft involved in support of the rescue, including F-4s, F-105s, F
100s, OV-2s, C-130s, A-Is and HH-3Es. More than 121 tons ofordnance was delivered. 

Reports varied on the number ofhits Jolly Green 21 had taken. Suffice to say that it was somewhere in 
the range of42-70 rounds from small arms and heavier caliber weaponry. It is doubtful that any Jolly 
Green, throughout the war, sustained greater damage, yet was still successful in its mission. The 
helicopter was taken out of service after the mission for extensive repairs. 

Additional factors for consideration An_A-1 had been shot down prior to JG 21' s rescue attempt. Both 
the SMC and the Queen RCC had recommended that the mission be terminated, as too dangerous. 
Fortunately, for Scotch 03, they were overruled. LT Eagan and his crew were fully aware of the danger 
the mission posed and could have aborted the rescue attempt at any time after first encountering A/A on 
his approach, with no questions asked. L T Eagan steadfastly maintained his hover under the most 
heroic circumstances imaginable, a continuous barrage ofground fire. from all quadrants. The heroism 
ofAIC Joel Talley has been thoroughly documented. Additional accounting on his behalf in this joint 
service endeavor hopefully will be accomplished by USAF. 



Dateffime 
011835Z 

010930Z 

011030Z 

011030Z 

011045Z 

011 lOOZ 

011120Z 

THE RESCUE OF JACK MODICA (SCOTCH 03) 

1-2 July, 1968 CHRONOLOGY 

Scotch 03, a USAF F-105, engaged in a strike ofa SAM transporter, hit by 
enemy AA fire, heads for feet wet, then reports smoke in the cockpit and 
ejects NW ofDong Ha. JGs 27/31 scrambled from Quang Tri alert to feet 
wet orbit to await arrival of Spad Rescorts scrambled from Da Nang. 
Crown 04 (HC-130P) proceeded to area to assume SMC. 

JGs 29/22 dptd CH 77 for CH I03, but directed to Rockpile orbit for 
backup. 

JGs 27/31 depart orbit to reposition to Rockpile to await RESCORT. 

JGs 27/31 Rockpile orbit, comms established with Misty 41, F-100 FAC, 
who had seen Scotch 03' s chute descending into trees, after his eject. Chute 
had hung up in trees for approx 3 minutes then disappeared. No beeper/no 
voice. Misty 41 requested JGs to enter area and attempt to locate survivor. 
JG 27 declined, pending positive comms with Scotch 03. This was SOP for 
combat rescue. 

Misty 41 reports beeper/voice contact with Scotch 03, who reported 
possible broken back, requiring PJ assistance. Spads 11,12,13, 14 and 
Covey 171 (0-2 FAC) on scene. Spad 11 assumes OSC. JG 27/31 dptd 
Rockpile for scene. JG 31 detected ground fire but no hits. Covey 171 led 
JG 27/31 to scene, avoiding known 37 and 57MM AlA positions. JG27 
descended to 3,000'. JG 31 remained west. Misty 41 marked the area with 
smoke. JG 27 continued descent, jettisoning tip tanks and prepared PJ for 
possible deployment. Ground fire escalated as JGs entered area. JG 27 
proceeded to smoke at 150' AGL. JG 21 heard and saw heavy ground fire 
and broke off the approach awaiting suppression ofground fire. The exact 
location ofScotch 03 was not known, which placed constraints on ground 
fire suppression. JG 27 notified OSC that JGs would have to dpt scene due 
min. fuel, recommending immediate request for JG 29/22. JG27/3 l bingoed 
to CH 103. JG 27 had taken several hits but was still serviceable. After 
refuel and inspection, JG 27/31 dptd CH I03 for scene to assist JG 29/22, 
but were RTB'd by SMC. 

JG 29/22 DPTD Rockpile for scene. 

JG 29 begins approach to smoke mark. Misty 41 vectored JG 29 to spot 
where he had earlier scene the chute: JG 29 received heavy fire at that 
position. JG 29 took numerous hits, damaging several aircraft systems, 
experiencing loss ofNo. 2 Generator, No.2 T/R, N0.2 boost pumps, and 
reliable torque indication, and a hydraulic leak. JG 29 climbed to 2,500' 
and pilot detennined that air~raft was still serviceable. JG 22 was preparing 
for a rescue attempt as nightfall was rapidly approaching. At this point it 
was decided that the already damaged JG 29 would make another 



attempt, saving the undamaged JG 22 as Hi Bird. As JG 29 arrived in 
hover muzzle fire was detected from all quadrants and from below the 
aircraft. JG 29 climbed to 1,000' as JG 22 reported taking evasive action 
from airbursts in his vicinity. RESCORT Spads JOINED JGs enroute 
Rockpile. 

011210Z 	 JGs 22/29 ARR CH 103. A first light effort was fragged for the following 
day. 

012120Z 	 JG 31 dptd CH 77 for CH 103. Redirected to Rockpile for rendezvous 
with JGs 24/22, but diverted to CH 103 with fuel leak. Dptd CH 103 for 
Rockpile. 

012215Z 	 JGs 24/22 dptd CH 103 to Rockpile. Strike aircraft had been putting in 
ordinance for several hours in an attempt to sanitize the area. 

JG 22 dptd for CH 103 to remove drop tanks.020015Z 
JG 24/31 directed into rescue area. Spad 11, OSC, directed J Gs to020020Z 
discontinue approach until Spads could direct ordinance in close proximity 
to Scotch 03. JG 24 bingoed to CH 103, replaced by JG 22. JG 31/22 to 
Rockpile, later joined by JG 31. 

02055Z 	 JG 31 attempts rescue, receives moderate ground fire, aborts approach. 
Spads delivered more ordinance as JG 31 attempted another approach. JG 
FE & PJ commenced M-60 firing. JG 31 received intense ground fire. Both 
fuel boost pump lights illuminated. JG 31 made tum to abort the approach, 
receiving more ground fire. Vectored by Spad 13 to avoid 3 7 I SOMM. JG 
22 advised JG 31 that he was streaming fuel from the bottom of aircraft. 
Fuel Quantity dropping rapidly. JG 31 climbed to 4,000' and made an 
emergency landing at CH 103. JG 22 was experiencing flight control 
problems at this time. 

020100Z 	 JG 24 landed CH 103 for fuel. 

020120Z Spad hit, losing oil pressure, crashed, no survivor. 

020 140Z JGs 21/28 dptd CH 77 to relieve battle damaged aircraft. 

020215Z 	 JGs 24/22 landed CH 103. SAR forces RTB'd due Arc Light (B-52) 
operation in vicinity of rescue area (not known if this was done in support 
SAR effort). At this time, Crown 04 and Queen (Da Nang RCC) 
recommended termination of the SAR effort. JGs 21 /28 assumed alert 
at CH 103. 

Queen advises another rescue attempt will be made.020530Z 
JGs 21/28 rendezvous with Spads 13/14 and Sandys 3141516 at Rockpile.020700Z 
Continues heavy mover strikes in rescue area directed by Misty and Covey 
F ACs. Sandy 03 OSC. 



020710Z 

020715Z 

020725Z 

020730Z 

020745Z 

020752Z 

020810Z 

JG 21 dumps fuel to prepare for approach. Hostile area approach 

commenced. 


112 directed Sandys % to scene with Sandys 516 escorting JGs 21/28 to 

scene. JG 21 receives 6-10 bursts 37/57MM close by right side of aircraft. 

JG 21 makes evasive maneuvers to avoid concussions. Covey 112 directs 

JG 21 to the location of the earlier smoke mark. 


JG 21 establishes voice contact with Scotch 03. A spiraling descent was 

made in an attempt to visually sight the survivor. Scotch 03 popped smoke. 

FE spotted smoke and provided vectors toward survivor position. Survivor 

confirms that he is immobile requiring P J assistance. 


Hover established by JG 21. No ground fire at this time. Sandys and Covey 

orbiting overhead. PJ lowered on jungle penetrator. No visual on the 

survivor, PJ commenced ground search. Scotch 03 directed to fire pen gun 

flare. PJ saw it and made way to survivor. PJ requested that the penetrator 

be moved closer to his position. Penetrator lowered 1 OM south 

otPJ/Survivor. Hover was at 130' AGL. Further movement was precluded 

by. Trees were contacted by rotor blades in attempt to get nearer to the 

PJ/survivor. The PJ dragged the survivor to the penetrator. As PJ was 

undoing penetrator straps, survivor fired 2 tracers. PJ relieved him ofhis 

weapon. 


P J called for hoist up. NY A must have been monitoring frequency as 

extremely heavy ground fire erupted from all quadrants and below the 

helicopter. The first round entered the center cockpit windshield, narrowly 

missing both pilots. The hover was maintained as the penetrator was raised, 

all the while taking numerous hits. No.2 T/R and associated equipment 

were lost. The CP returned fire from his window. As the penetrator cleared 

the treetops J G 21 started a moving tum as penetrator was reeled in. 


PJ and survivor on board JG 21. Covey 112 led JGs southward through the 

DMZ. 


JG21 delivered to Dong HA Medevac pad. All SAR forces RTB'd. JG 21 

ferried to CH I03. Aircraft determined to be unsafe for further flight. 




RESCUE ROUTE OF JOllY GREEN 21 

• Da Nang AFB 37th ARRS 

e Quang Tli USMC Ailfield (CH I 03) 

• Orbit Overhead The Rockl)ile USMC Outl)Ost • 

Scotch 03 

• Dong Ha AFB Medical Facility 

• 	 Final landing at Quang Tri USMC Airfield (CH 103} 
Helicopter is considered unsafe to fly and slung to Da Nang by 
an AJmy H.64 Sikorsky Skycrane the following day. 



~ Beport 1-3-65, 1 J'll]. 68 

(C) At 085QZ• 1 JuJ. 681 JoJ.:b" Green.s Z1 and 31 were scramhle:l frGll Da 
.Nang AB> Dli• to ilater-cept. a F-105 vbich ha4 recdved batU. amr.age 
and vas heading tar the QuJ;t or Tonkin. 1'he 1-105 pilot 11&8 unable to 
reach the sea and ejected northwest of Dong Ha.~ Horth V1etnala. 1f1atJ' 
41 (p F-100 F.A.C) bad 9St.&1>J.i.Rled a. ~§UQJ. ;r~feren09 ot tho looattcm. of 
the F-105 pilot entering Jie&v forest. .A.t 1045Z Misty 41 established 
voice contact with the survivor who stated be vas i.Djured. 3pads 11, 
121 13, mni 14, and CoY.,- 171 .x-rived on ecene 8lld COJml'enced a vial•al 
search tor the survivor uith Misty 41 as8ist1ns. .Although the survivor's 
poait1on ba4 llOt bem pinpointed, JollT G.reen *:ti vau clearecl for Sngreae
because o£ tho nature Of ~uri.e1 to the F-105 pilot. JoJ.l7 Qraeen ZI ve.o 
dr1van ott lo' gJ'OUld tJ.re. Stnoa he had dl~oHcl ot ~ tanks l t was 
nooeae1&17 to depa:rt tile re~ are& vitb. Jol.ll' Cb-een '1 esoort4Dg. BaoJMtp 
.toreaa, Jol.11' Greens 29 and 22, were oleared tor nsreaa at 1120Z. Jol.JT 
Green 29 appzoaahed the loeation ot the aurr.lvor bat 8Ulia1Dfd battle dwage 
and was ~- to 11ltlldrav 'tempoi-81'13T. Jolq Green 29 mecle a aecoacl att.pt 
to 1DS:resa the area but was aga:ln clriven ott bJ' grot1D4 n.re. Darlmeas bad 
appro&ehe4 tJlerefore all SAR torce1 vero w1thclrawn :tor tbe •1 gh'ti. On 1· Jul. 
68 at 221SZ .Jolla' Groeas 24, 22 and 31 were 1auncltc4 tor the reaC'19 area. 
A-. 00451 cm 2 314 68.1 tT~ Orooa. 24 4opa:rbod. tho aoono ~~· lolll" 
Green. 31 •• olearecl tor cm •"empt at reeaue at 00551 bu\ nceivecl oxtondve 
battlo damage an.d vu forced to w1thdrav to home plate. Sped 11 had received 
bat'tle daNP• loet oil pressure and or&Bhed vlth tile canow in place. JoJJv 
Groene 24, 22 ud 31 vwe np1aoe4 by lol.31' Greena 21 aJrCl 28 at approximateJ.T 
0145Z. SAR forces were 'Id.thdraw t.poraril,y while otller missions vel'e 
pertor.med 1n the area. At 0100Z SAR f'orces -CJQJ.q O.reena 21 and 28), Spada 
13 and 14, Smtd1' 3, 4, S aJJd 6J and. Covey 112) were ref'orm«l 1a the area ot 
the aurvi~. Jolly Green 21 penetrated to the drri..vor1s positi.cm at 0730Z, 
contirmed that help as essential, and lowered tbe ~ apeeialtst. After 
a. dittioult grouJtd eearoh tho aunivor ne loca.W, placed aboard the toreat 
penetra'tar v:lth tba resen.e specialist~ and hoisting into the heJJoopter began. 
Aa the penetrator departed the ground at 0745Z int.nae ground tin vu 
experienced vi.th reau:Ltant battl.e damage to the helicopter. Upon the penetrator 
clear1ng the trees a suceessfUL egress vas made. Survivor vaa Lt Col Jack 
Medica Jr.~ 3»rd Tac Ftr Vg. 

http:positi.cm


2 dUl.T 1968 

On J. J\117 a-t 2200Z (2 .Jul.7 0600 Local.) a prepl anect m.a~r Sear~ WI Keecue (SAR) 
effort ccmn.enced. to reCO"ftll' the pilot ham Scotcb-03 (USAF F-105), 8hat d01Gl bJ' 
hostile ground t1re late ·the dq before llWlout enoqh da.7...Ught nmtd n1ng to 
effect hi• NCOV817'• Hh poelliaD vaa 29S/18/Ch-109 in a beari.l)r defended den• 
jungle area ot lortb V:latna. Be b&d a badlJ epr«' 0 ed back and could hardl7 move. 

CrOMl-4 va• ~ Kiallion Camander and._. on orbit a.t 2200'L to oom!'Ol the 
SAR. 'hlo msti.ea (r-100 Fowcrd. Air Cont.rollers (IW: 1•)) arrived ·on eaene at
2aaoz. H11t7-U was appointed en 8cen.e Ccvamder 1idt.b Kiat,7--21. aa alternate 80 
as to keep a Ml.sty. PAC an scene at all time•~ a1lo1d.ng them t.o CJ1cle one at a 
time to tbei:r t.aak.er tor tueL. 'ftlez made red:i.o contact w1U\ iatd located. the 
aunivor almost ilml8diateJ7. CovaJ-l?l. (IBAF 0-2 f'AC) joined thn to assist in 
markb1g t.argeta. homi 2230& mt;U 00.lOZ t.ho Pae 1o d.ueeted high periormance 
tighter st.ri.lces on nepected _.... p:uuad ft.re pofttions near the survivor. 
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At. 0438Z QQ.een directed that Spads-3l & .321 llho wuld bingo for f'Qel in 30 
m1nvt..es1 expmd their ordnance an the euapected ground tire posit:Lone D8&I' tho 
ewsv1vor, and to check the ait.uation CD the ground for another at.tempted 
NCO'IW7 • The 9pad8 were sent. 1n and expended their ord.Deaioe. thcl7 ~ 
-aai.n gromd. tire, but. the 1\11'¥1-vor coULd hear people moving U'OW'l.d 8Ad 
oou1d not aee tbem.. Aft.er tbe Spada cleared the target Queen directed that •-
eral flights of 01mtightere and Phantoms apend t.heir ordnance and ItTB, e.mce 
tbv bad. bMn airborne all dq 07cling ott t.be t,anJcera, Miatiealllt 21 had
anted eo Mistr-31 joined b7 Hi.Ues-41. &Sl retll1'11ed to the scene t,o tslce 
over u On Scene ~era. Tbq were joined bJ Coveys-ll.2 & 172 to aeeist 
1n marking t,1rpt1. Crom-4 &till hid n.o :l.n1'omat1on that another recovery 
at.tempt. wow.d be med•. , 



The San.dies were not tandlure vi.th tu area of Bock Pilo Orbit so Crovn-4 
di:r.ec~ed Coni~l 1 2 'to lll:tcrcept. t.bea on a di.acret.e bequenq~ .and 1ead thean t.o 
Bock Pi.lo Orbit. The Smdies nor the Jolq Greena 'll8re .fardlure vith tbe area 
of the fNPltiwr eo Covq-ll.2 wa instruet.ed. to reme1n vi.th tbe Sandiea over Rock 
Pile Orbit and lead the 1'orces to the SA& acene ou Crown-4 ' & comlUIDd. Sandies-.3 
& 4 'Dre briefed that 'h4v' lft)uld. preceed approximately i mile ahead of the Joll.7 
Greens and Sandiea-; &6 ~ and all these forces voul.d rema:tn on the eame trequaucy1 
'Mbich vas difierent, from the one be1ng used bJ" the Histiea and t,he high performer•. 
Sand:Y-l was briefed to go to guard ~ aa aoo.n aa ha arriwd on scene and 
take over On Scane Commender frOJD Misty-3).. Sandiee-3 It 4 1llVO to check t,he area 
over1 wbile the Joll\r Gnen8 and Saadiea-j & 6 held clear or i;he area unt.il cell*1 

l tor b1 Sancb"-3· 

M18t7-'1 •s briefed th8' sancv-3 wllld take ovw upon ard.val- and tho Misti•• 
end ld.gh pertormere ..-. to hold high at that t1ma in cue t.hO)' were needed dw-1.ns 
the pick-up. At O'lOSZ luatic fl1&ht (Higb performers) were cleared to the Mlsties 
b.7' Cl'o•-4• At tbia 'U.m.e all fOl'OH had bCMA briefed. 1dlat to do. At. 0'71.0Z t.he 
Sandie• and Joll.7 Greene led b7 Cove7-ll2 vere cl1reeted to depart orbit for the. 
SAR a.cane. At 0120Z Sand:lea-3 t.e 4 and 0oYe7at1 2 arrived. on acene sncl Sanclr-3 
took owr On. 8oene Conaander ~ u Jluat.ic n1g1tt. wae el••ins t.be target-. Qn.ei 
fl.:lght ot high pertoniere (Bear r.u.pt) was orbiting high and ware 1Datructecl 
to go to K:l.st.7-31 on a diacrete tnquenq &nd et,andbJ' in cue they wen ne.aed, 
3and1ea-3 le 4 and Covey-ll.2 locatecl t,he nrd.vor aacl called in the Joll.7 GrNna 
ams 8and1ea_, .& 6. 

,
JoJ.lT Greo-21 was in a hover at 0?30Z _. lowered their Pararescu.e man to 
assist. the survivor cin to the p.enetrater. At :least. two anti-a:lrcratt ~ po11
tiona opened tire on Jolly Green-21.. but. th97 received no bits. Mistr-31 
immedie.t~ directed Bear- flight. in. on the gun positions,. Which silenced. them. 
The Joll.J" Green had. l.owared tbe Parareseue mm cnlr" a tw teet from tho, 8Qrdvor, 
~ the jmgl• wu '° tldck th9y ha<\ ~ hoist. him back in anct tDOVe that tew £eet 
to lower b:im again. At. 014r/I. the ParliNSC1l8 man bad the survivor on the 
penetratei- and the recoweiy vaa made succeaa1Ul.1J'. The Jolly Greens and the 
Sandiea egre8aed. along a route~ b7 Cove;r-1.12 aid all forces vve RTB•ed.

' JoJ.lT Green-21. delivered the surv:i.vor, 1lho was in critie&l condition.t to tho 
hospital at Ch-1.09. 
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(C) At ossoz, 1 J11l. 681 Jol.37 Greens Z'I and )1 were scrambled tr<Jm Da 
Hang .&B, DI• w .i:D.Wrcept a F-105 vbich ha4 :received. battle Mnvce 
and va.s heading '£or the Galt ot Tonkin. The :V-105 pilot was unable to 
reach the sea and e3ectecl northwest of Dong Ha, Horth betnm. H18tJ' 
41 (#1 F-100 FAC) ha4 ~bJi_llhed a. ,P.4'UaJ, ref'erfl!llao ot tho locaUcm of 
the F-10S pilot mrterJ.mg heavy forest. At 104SZ Misty 41 established 
voice contact '4th the sarvivor who stated he vas injured. Spada 11. 
121 13, and. 14, and Covey 171 .r.ri.ved on scene 8l'ld COJD111e1ced a visual 
search tor tbe aunivor uitb Misty 41 asSistlng. iltho1J&h the survivor's 
position ba4 aot baa ~ted, JolJ¥ <keen Z'I vas cleared tor iDgress 
~· of tile nature Of injuries to the F-105 pilot. JoJ.l1" Qrteen ZI wa8 
driven ott 1rJ" p-ouad are. Sf.nae he bad disposed ot artemal tanks it was 
necea8817 to 4epari tile nsoue area vitb. J~ Cbaeen )1 e800Z"t1q. Back-up 
tottcea, Jol.J1' Qreena 29 and 22., were oleared tor insraaa at 1120!. JolJT 
Green 29 appraacbed the location ot the survivor but aut.aiDelS. battle dmnage
and was teoect to vlt.hdr&v taporari~. Jol.Jvr Breen 29 made a aeccmcl att.pt 
to 1ngreaa the area but vaa again driven oft bJ' ptWn4 flff. Darimeas bad 
~pproacbecl tllerefore all Ba torcea vero vithdrawn tor tbe Id.gilt. Oa 1 Jul 
68 at 2215Z Jollf' Greena 24, 22 ad 31 were launched tor the reaoue area. 
Ai; CI045Z on 2 Zul. &s, 3~ Groen 24 4opU"hcl the acme~~. Jo1.J¥ 
Gree 31 waa o1earecl tor • •"empt at r•ecue at 00551 m\ ncso1ve4 Gtenaive 
battJ.e d-.ge and ws f'orced to w1thclrav to home plate. Sped 11 bad rece1ved 
battie Gmnap, loat oil pressure and crashed v.lth the C8DOJ>7 in place. JolJ1' 
GroGDs 24, 22 ud 31 vere rep1acecl by loll¥ Oreona 21 aJ1d 28 at apprarlm•telT 
0145Z. SAR forces were uithdrum temporariq while otller mlsa:loas were 
performed in tile area. At 0700Z SAR f'orces -(Jol.J7 GrMll8 21 and 28), Spada 
13 and 14, Sar.td1" '• 4, 5 aJJd 6; aJld OoTQ" 112) were r~ 1a the area ot 
the auni~. lol.JF Green 21 penetrated to the aunivor1s pOsiti.<m at moz, 
contirmed that help uas easent1a1, and lowered the ~ apeelal'st• After 
a. ditticult grwJl4 .-roh tho aurrivor ve.e locaW, placed a'boazd the foreet 
penetrator with tha rescae specis.list_ and hoisting into the helicopter began. 
Aa f;he penetrator departed the ground. at 0745Z intense ground tire vaa 
experienced with reaul.tan.t battle damage to the helicopter. Upon the penetrator 
cl.earing the trees a suoeessfUl. egress vas made. Survivor was Lt Col J'aek 
Medi.ca Jr., )»rd 7ac ftrr Ilg. 

http:mrterJ.mg


2 duly' 1968 

On :i J\117 a;t 220CE (2 .Ju.l1.7 0600 Local.) a prep)aned maJOr Search and Keecue (SAK) 
etton comenced to roC09'8.r the pilot tran Scotch-<>3 (USltJi' F-J.05)~ shot down b3' 
hostile ground tire late the clq before 'ldtiiout enoqh da7..JJ.ght remaining to 
effect .Id• HCO\Nd'7• Ilia poaiticm vaa 29S/18/Cta.-l09 in a heari11' defended den• 
Jungle area ot Hortb Vietnam. Be bad a. bad1•7 eprained back and could b.ardl7 move. 

Crown.-4 va1 Jd.rbome l!enon Comman<ler and wae ·an orbit at 2200Z to oofttJ'Ol the 
SA!.. tNO M£stiea (P~ Poword Air Oontrlollen (FM:~•)) m-rived ,on eoene at 
2220Z. H1•t7-U waa appointed. cm Scene CCJwemder 1d.th Jfi.at.,,_.a 88 alternate 10 
as to keep a M1at.7 FAC on scene at all Um.ea. a11mdng them t,o c,vcle one at a 
time to their t.aaker for .tuel. ~ made radio contact with and located. tbe 
aunivor almost irmlLedi~. Covar-171 (IBAF 0-2 FAC) joined them to usiet in 
marking targeta. Pnmi 2230Z mt1l. QOJOZ. the Fae 1G direeted high performance 
tighter str11.ces on supected ~ &fvund fire poaitions near the nrv.1.vor. 



At. 0438Z Qq.eq directed that Spadls-31 & 32, llho wul.d bingo .foro twJl 1n 30 
m1_.s, expend their ordnsnce an the euapected gro1ald. fire posi~ione mar tho 
ewsv1vor1 and to check the ait.uation. en the ground for another at"tampted. 
NCOVC7• The Spade ·wen- sent. 1n and expended their ordnance. Th'7 ~ 
uaa,lvt fll'Ouncl tire, ~the 1'11'¥.lTor could hear people moY!ing a1'0ml.d ·8nd. 
coald not aea tbam. After the Spada cleared tba target Queen direated that ...,_ 
eral tlighta ot Gmlfilhtera and Phantoms a:pend t.heir ordnance and RTB, &d.Dce 
tbv bad bOfm ed.rbw·ne all dei' 07cling off the tankers. Miatieslllc 21 h&d 
an~·- IO MiltJ-31 joined b1 111..U••-41 • Sl returned to the ecene to talce 
over u On Scene Conmend.era. They were joined by Coveys-1 1 2 & 172 to uaist 
1n marJdng targets. C~ st.ill had AO :i.ntom.ation that another reCOVOl"J' 
~tempt 1I0\1ld be mede. 



1 

The San.dies were not famflure n-th t.he area of Bock J>il• Oftdt so Cro•-4 
di.r.ected Ccwe7-ll 2 'to ~ "-hem. on a cii.acr.t.. bequeo.cy~ and. 1ead 'thean to 
Bock Pilo Orbit. The Sandies nor the Jo1.q Greens,_.. frcd1ure vit.h tbe area 
of the 8'1rY.ivor eo Covq-ll..2 wa instructed to nmrin vi.th the Sandiea ovar Rock 
Pile Orbit end lead tho 1'orcee to the SA& ecaae oa Crown-4'• COJamCI. Sandies-3 
& 4 'Dr• briefed that theJ' wulcl preceed appr6riut.ely ~ mil e ahead or the doll.J' 
Greens and Sandies-~ &6 ~ and all these torcea VDUld main on tbe same freqmmc,1 
ldlich vaa cH.tterent from tb.a one Ming uaod bJr \he Histiea and t.he high performers. 
San.ct:Y-3 was briefed -to go ~ gu.rd ft::equenq aa aoon aa he aniwcl on aceae and 
take over On Scene C:uDander fktOD MistJ"-'1• 8altdiee-.3 " 4 we.re to check t.ho area 
over, whlle the ~ Groene and ~ & 6 be1d. clear ot the area uatil call.cl 
tor br Sandi'-3· 

Kiat.7-31 ..as briefed t.hat Sandl'-3 Wllld take over u:poa a.rrival, end t.h• Miltie• 
end h:lgb perto:rm.ere were t.o hold high ah ~ tSiu :ln c&ee t.IWQr vare need.eel durins 
the pick-Up. At O'lCSZ IUatic f'llaht, (Higb pertomers) were cl.eared t,o tho M18tiea 
bJ' Crom.-4. At tbia U. all tones had boon bdef'ed 1llhat to do. At 0'11.0Z th• 
Sandi•• and Jolq Greene led b7 Cove7-Jl.2 were cl1raotecl to depart orblt for the. 
SAR aoen.o. At 0'120Z Sandiea-3 I: 4 and CoftJ'-)12 arrived. on ecene and Sant\7-3 
t.ook over On loeno ~~ u RuaUo n1g1tt.-. olear1"g the target.. ~ 
flight ot high pertoniere (Bear '11ght) was orbiting hl&h and wre innructed 
to go to lti.st.1-31 on a diacret.e treciunc1' &Del e\andbJ' iD cue the7 wre Meded, 
3andiea-3 & 4 and Cover-J.12 located \.he nnivor 8lld called in the Joll,r Gruneand.8an<U.••_, & 6. 

' ." 
Jolq Green.-21.. ..as in a hover at 0?3m -' lowared their Pararescue man to 
aatd.at the eurvivo~ on to the paetnter. At l.eaat. tm anti-aircraft gun po11
tiona opened tire on Jol.J.7 Green-21. but thq received no hit.a. Misty-31

immediateq directed Bear flight. U.. e t.he gm positions, Which silenced them. 

The JoJJ.,- Green had J.owred tbe Parareecu.e am ~ a tow f'eet. from tho IJ\U"dvor, 

~ the jmgl.o wao oo t!dck UwJ' haa t;o hm.at. Ida back in and. move that tew feet. 

to lowr him agdn. At. 074r/l. t.he Pararescue man bad the survivor on -t;he 

penetrate!" and the recorery aa made aucceaafU1.l7. The JollJr Greens and the 

Sandiee egreeaed along a route recoe• ended b.r CoveJ-112 end all forces vere RTB•ed. 

JolJ.T Green-2l delivered the 8'UT.i.vor, 1lbo was in critical condition, to tho 

hospital at Ch-1.09. 
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