
COMMERCIAL EXPLOSIVES CHECKLIST FOR MSU LAKE CHARLES 
 
 
References: 
(1) 33 CFR 126 
(2) 49 CFR 172 and 176 
(3) Marine Safety Manual Vol. II, Ch.2 
(4) G-MOC Policy letter dated 15JUL99 
 
Purpose:  
This checklist is to be used by all Explosives Handling Supervisors (EHS) during operations involving class 1.1, 1.2, 
and 1.5 explosives.  Its purpose is to ensure that all requirements detailed in reference 1-4 are met and enforced in a 
fair and consistent manner throughout the Marine Safety Unit Lake Charles area of responsibility. This checklist is 
not all inclusive and should be used as a guide only. Should questions arise during the course of a load/offload the 
appropriate regulations and /or guidance should be consulted. This checklist should be included as part of the 
explosive load/offload package. 
 
Pre-load/Offload check: 
 
Prior to approving the application and permit to handle hazardous materials (CG-4260), the                      INITIALS 
following items  are to be completed and initialed by the supervising EHS: 
 
1. Application and permit to handle hazardous materials (CG-4260) has been completely filled  out                     

(33 CFR 126.19);                                                                                                                                                      . 
 
2. Proper shipping names, UN numbers, hazard classes and net explosive weights are listed on the  

Application (49 CFR 172.101 table);                                                                                                                       . 
 

3. Explosive arcs have been calculated and all public traffic routes and inhabited buildings are outside 
       of the explosive arcs (MSM Vol. II, Ch.2 & MOC policy ltr dtd 15 JUL 99);                                                        .                             
 
4. Stowage and segregation of explosives on the vessel is correct (49 CFR 176.83 & 144);                                      .  
 
Once the application has been reviewed, the permit section (bottom half of CG-4260) should be filled out. The 
permit should be marked “approved with the following exceptions”.  
 
An explosive radius of          ft. has been established and no unnecessary personnel or vessels may enter into this 
area without permission of the Captain of the Port or his/her designated representative. Failure to comply with any 
local, state, or federal regulations or failure to comply with any orders given by the Explosives Handling Supervisor 
may result in suspension of operations. 
 
Once completed, the application and permit should be submitted to the Chief of Port Operations, via the chain of 
command, for signature. Once signed, a copy of the permit should be returned to the person/agency requesting the 
permit and a copy kept for the case file. 
 
On the day of the load/offload the following items should be checked for compliance with the applicable regulations 
and/or policies in effect. Any deficiencies noted must be corrected prior to the commencement of cargo operations: 
 
Facility Inspection:                                                                                                                                      INITIALS 
 
1. Guarding is adequate  (33 CFR 126.15(a));                                                                                                               . 
 
2.  No smoking is allowed, except in designated areas (33 CFR 126.15(b));                                                                . 
 
3.  No welding or hotwork during loading/offloading operations  (33 CFR 126.15(c));                                               . 
 



4.  No unauthorized parking (33 CFR 126.15(d));                                                                                                         . 
 
5.  Pier automotive equipment is in a safe condition (33 CFR  126.15(e));                                                                   . 
 
6.  No excessive rubbish or waste materials present (33 CFR 126.15(f));                                                                     . 
 
7.  Maintenance stores and supplies are stored correctly (33 CFR 126.15(g));                                                              . 
 
8.  Electrical fixtures in a safe condition  (33 CFR 126.15(h));                                                                                     . 
 
9.  No open fires or flames (33 CFR 126.15(i));                                                                                                            . 
 
10. Fire extinguishing equipment available in adequate quantities (33 CFR 126.15(j));                                              . 
 
11. Fire appliance locations marked (33 CFR 126.15(k));                                                                                            . 
 
12. Sufficient lighting if night operation (33 CFR 126.15(l));                                                                                      . 
 
13. Warning alarm or siren for cargo of particular hazard (33 CFR 126.16(b));                                                          . 
 
14. Annual inspection records for cranes provided (OSHA);                                                                                       . 
 
Vessel Inspection:                                                                                                                                       INITIALS 
 
1. Obtain vessel dangerous cargo manifest and check for compliance (49 CFR 176.30);                                            . 
 
2.  Verify segregation and stowage of explosives and other hazmat (49 CFR 176.144);                                             . 
 
3.  Conduct document check on vessel (SOLAS, Loadline, MARPOL);                                                                     . 
 
4. A fire hose of sufficient length to reach every part of the loading area with an effective  
stream of water must be connected and ready for use (49 CFR 176.164(b));                                                              . 
 
5.  The “bravo” flag must be flown (49 CFR 176.176(a));                                                                                           . 
 
6.  Mooring lines adequate. Towing wires of adequate size and strength are rigged fore and                                      
aft and are passed outboard to the waters edge (49 CFR 176.178);                                                                              . 
 
7.  First off/last on policy (49CFR 176.100);                                                                                                                . 
 
8.  No smoking on the vessel, except in designated areas (49 CFR 176.182);                                                              . 
 
9.  A responsible person for the load/offload must be designated and in constant attendance                               
during the entire operation (49CFR 176.108);                                                                                                              . 
 
10. All sources of electromagnetic radiation (radar, radio) are secured (49 CFR 176.150);                                        . 
 
11. Fueling/ bunkering operations are not being conducted (49 CFR 176.154);                                                          . 
 
12. Two sets of breathing apparatus and a power operated fire pump must be located outside                                    
the machinery space and ready to operate (49 CFR 176.164(e));                                                                                 .    
 
 
 
Signature of EHS:                                                                                       .                                 Date:                        .                                 
 



 


