MCPO James Pancari enlisted in the United States Coast Guard as an Active Duty member in October 1988 and attended basic training in Cape May, New Jersey. Upon completion of basic training, he reported to the CGC Manitou in Miami Beach, FL. A few months later, he transferred down the pier to the CGC Chandeleur. Two years later, he reported to CG Station Port Canaveral where he completed four more years of Active Duty service.

 He enlisted in the Reserves immediately after Active Duty in October 1994 and remained stationed at Port Canaveral for the next 16 years.  In February 2003, Master Chief was recalled to Active Duty in Jacksonville, FL where he spent for four years in support of operations Noble Eagle, Iraqi Freedom, and Enduring Freedom.  During this time, he played an intricate role in the implementation of the Integrated Command Center (ICC) and then headed the waterside security detachment for the Military Outload operation. In October 2006, he returned to Reserve status at Station Port Canaveral until April 2010 when he transferred to Sector Jacksonville as the Reserve Command Master Chief. In September 2011, he accepted Active Duty orders to support Overseas Contingency Operations where he once again led the waterside security unit at Jacksonville, Fl. He returned to Reserve status in October 2013, and is now the Command Master Chief at Sector St Petersburg, Fl.
MCPO Pancari’s awards include: Coast Guard Commendation Medal, two Coast Guard Achievement Medals Navy/Marine Corps Achievement Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Commandant’s Letter of Commendation Ribbon with one gold star, CG Presidential Unit Citation, DOT Gold Medal for Outstanding Achievement Award, CG Unit Commendation with an “O” device and two gold stars, CG Meritorious Unit Commendation Ribbon with an “O” device, gold and silver star, CG Meritorious Team Commendation with an “O” device and two gold stars, CG Bicentennial Unit Commendation Ribbon, CG Good Conduct Medal with two bronze stars, CG Reserve Good Conduct Medal with five bronze stars, National Defense Service Medal with one bronze star, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Award with one bronze star, CG Special Operations Service Ribbon with one Silver Star, CG Sea Service Ribbon, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with bronze Hourglass device,

CG Rifleman Medal with “E” device, and CG Pistol Medal with “E”
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