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Sector Jacksonville Education Update December 2013 
	

In this Update:

· Congratulations to those passing EOCT and EPME exams, CLEPs/DSSTs, plus College Kudos!
· ***NEW*** FY14 CG Tuition Assistance (TA) POLICY) – ALCOAST 502/13 & Clarification message
· MAY Servicewide cut-off 1 FEB 14 fast approaching – PLAN AHEAD – Monitor PPC-ADV http://cgweb.ppc.uscg.mil/adv/
· CGMA Supplemental Education Grant (SEG) – Are you missing out on CASH this calendar year?
· NEW Joint Service Transcript (JST) available for all CG members https://jst.doded.mil/smart/welcome.do
· FL State College Jacksonville Offers – NEW A.S. Professional Pilot Technology degree
· Leaving the CG in the next 1-2 years?  Contact ESO regarding Navy Transition Assistance classes 


Congratulations on passing EOCT/EPME!!

November 2013						Test Passed

EOCT/EPME Testing :					Test Passed
GM2 Miguel Carrerras, SEC Jacksonville			GM1
ME3 Katrina Sheppard, STA Mayport			ME1
CWO Michael Tomasi, SEC Jacksonville			DWINTO-R
BM2 Patrick Davis, STA Mayport				EPME6, BM1
BMC Albin Hawley, CGC Kingfisher			EPME8
GM3 Stephen Burwell, SEC Jacksonville			GM2
SNSK Danielle Garcia, SEC Jacksonville			SK3
ET3 Gerald Onesky, ESD Mayport				ET2
FN Brandy Jakakas, SEC Jacksonville			EPME4
MK2 Michael Murray, STA Mayport				SARFUND
MST3 Dustin Howell, SEC Jacksonville			MST-2
MST2 Daniel Schultz, SEC Jacksonville			MST-1
HS2 Gordon Fernandez, SEC Jacksonville			EPME6


Degree’s completed – Great Job All on degree completion!

CWO Douglas Schubert			B.S., Fire Science, Columbia Southern University
LT Dave Kelley				B.S., Management, University of Phoenix
BM3 Cory Dibble			B.A., Criminal Justice, St. Leo University
OS3 Angela Kiker			B.S., Business Administration Marketing, Thomas University
ME2 Ricky Justus			M.S., Criminal Justice, Troy State University
MK2 Aaron Schwartz	Technical Certificate, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, Heating Systems Technician, Florida State College Jacksonville
LT Matthew Mills	Master of Medical Science, Physician Assistant, Nova Southeastern University, Honors
BM2 Justin Olsen	A.A., General Studies, St. Petersburg State College
LT Richard Bleicken	Master of Arts, Homeland Security, American Military University
BMC William Newberry	A.A., General Studies, Florida State College Jacksonville

OS2 Jeffrey Smith	FL State College Jacksonville, Deans List, Summer Term 2013

And if you’ve just finished a degree program or have any other noteworthy academic achievement to celebrate, please let me know so you can recognize for it.  Well Done!






FY14 – CG Tuition Assistance Policy – ALCOAST 502/13

SUBJ: NEW COAST GUARD TUITION ASSISTANCE (TA) POLICY A. COMCOGARD FORCECOM NORFOLK VA 191855Z APR 13 / ALCOAST 175/13 1. This ALCOAST 502/13 announces the FY14 TA program consistent with funding available in the FY14 budget. To continue to offer the benefit to as many eligible members as possible, the Coast Guard is implementing cost sharing for Tuition Assistance funding.
2. Effective immediately, the Coast Guard will fund 75 percent of the tuition cost of members not to exceed 187.50 per credit hour, for active duty military members eligible for Tuition Assistance. TA is only available for courses leading to associate and bachelor degrees.
3. All additional eligibility constraints listed below implemented in Ref (A) still apply. COs, OICs or first O-6/GS-15 in the chain-of-command are expected to ensure members meet the following eligibility criteria:
    A. Member must be on Active Duty or a Reservist on long-term orders greater than 180 days.
    B. Members are limited to six credit hours per fiscal quarter.
Credit hours are counted from course start dates.
    C. Members must meet the additional following criteria:
      (1) Satisfactory progress toward completion of unit qualifications.
      (2) Satisfactory progress toward watch station qualifications.
      (3) Satisfactory proficiency of craft, and
      (4) Satisfactory conduct during the six months prior.
    D. TA approval authority shall not be delegated below Executive Officer, Executive Petty Officer, or Deputy level.
4. The new annual cap for the Coast Guards share of TA is 2250 (75 percent of 3000).
5. TA is available to members seeking their first degree. TA is no longer authorized to members pursuing an additional degree at the same or lower level regardless of how they received their first degree (i.e. if the applicant already has a bachelors degree, TA shall not be authorized for an associates or bachelors degree even if the degree was obtained at a service academy, through the CG advanced education program, via grants or loans, VA benefits, or paid for out of the members own pocket).
6. Members are strongly advised to seek full time ESO guidance for deciding which college or university maximizes military training, credits-by-exam, and provides the best value for the member’s share of tuition dollars. Full time ESOs can also help identify other sources of funding if desired. 
7. For field level questions please refer to your local ESO.
BT

***Courses with a start date on or after 17 October through 19 November may be considered for a waiver using the CG Institute waiver process. Waivers will not be considered for members that do not meet eligibility criteria IAW ALCOAST 502/13.


Clarification released 11/27/2013 by CG Institute

1. To alleviate some of the confusion of ALCOAST 502/13 the following information is provided.

2. In accordance with ALCOAST 502/13, active duty military members of ALL pay grades are eligible for Tuition Assistance. Funding is for undergraduate degrees only (associates and/or bachelors). Reserves who are on long-term orders (ADOS, Title 10 or Title 14 orders) greater than 180 days or more are also authorized. Civilians are not authorized TA at this time.

3. TA is no longer authorized to members pursuing an additional degree at the same or lower level regardless of how they received their first degree. For example, if the applicant already has a bachelor’s degree, TA shall not be authorized for an associates or bachelors degree even if the degree was obtained at a service academy, through the CG advanced education program, via grants or loans, VA benefits, or paid for out of the members own pocket. 

4. If the applicant already has an associate’s degree, TA is authorized for them to continue towards a bachelors degree but not another associates. 




MAY Servicewide cut-off (1 FEB 2014) – Monitor PPC-ADV http://cgweb.ppc.uscg.mil/adv/

Do you plan to take the May 2014 Servicewide exam?  What should you be doing now?

1. Check the CG Portal, Training/Education, LMS link, Click Education/Advancement for your rating, ensure you have the current RPQs/EPQs for your rating.  All current RPQs/EPQs should be completed by 1 FEB 14.
2. Schedule RAT/EOCT/EPME exams via email with ESO.  Testing is normally done at 0815 every morning.  You must bring your completed RPQ/EPQs to take an exam.
3. Monitor the PPC-ADV website for the May SWE 2014 message and eligibility spreadsheet.  http://cgweb.ppc.uscg.mil/adv/
4. Work with your supervisor and/or Professional Development Coach (PDC) to have questions answered prior to 1 FEB 2014 cutoff.

CGMA Supplemental Education Grant (SEG) – Are you missing out this calendar year?

Are you (member – AD/or Reserve) OR your dependent spouse or children working on an Associates or Bachelor’s degree?  Did you pay out of pocket for textbooks or possibly other education expenses?  If so, and if you have your receipts (< 1 yr old), you may be eligible for reimbursement up to $250.00 per calendar year.  Email ESO for SEG application or contact LT Nee or CWO Eystad our Sector CGMA Officers.  The calendar year is quickly coming to an end; don’t miss out on this education reimbursement opportunity!


NEW - Joint Service Transcript replacing CG Institute transcript, now 24/7 access!

Joint Service Transcript (JST) is up and running for all CG members!  Normally to request your CG Transcript you have to submit a form to ESO and wait.   You can retrieve a copy of your completed JST by logging into the JST website at https://jst.doded.mil/smart/welcome.do  You can also request official JST (CG) transcripts from within the JST system.  You now have 24/7 access to your unofficial transcript and to order official copies by CAC logging into this link:  https://jst.doded.mil/smart/welcome.do



Florida State College Jacksonville Offers – A new A.S. Professional Pilot Technology degree

A new degree program is being offered by FL State College Jacksonville (A.S. Professional Pilot Technology degree).  If you are interested in becoming a professional pilot check out this link:

http://www.fscj.edu/mydegree/academics/schools/aviation/professional-pilot/curriculum.php

Contact Sam Fischer at (904) 317-3844 or sfischer@fscj.edu or David Dagenais at (904) 317-3821 or dwdagena@fscj.edu for more information about a career in the aviation field.


Leaving the CG in 1-2 years?  Navy Transition Assistance course available – Email ESO

If you are interested in attending the Navy’s Transition, Goals, Plans, Success (TGPS) class (most folks call this TAP class), please email ESO for upcoming class dates for the rest of CY 2013 and CY 2014 schedule.  Members may bring a spouse to these classes and you can attend at NAS Jax, NS Mayport or NSB Kings Bay. 

Do not wait until a few weeks or months before you retire to run over and complete the week long class.  Successful transitioning requires planning so members are encouraged to attend at least 1 year prior to retirement or separation.  In September the CG TAP class will be in Jacksonville and you can also attend that course even if you attended the Navy class.  Email ESO for full details and for coordination of sign-up for the Navy TGPS class.
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