6/18/2013


Sector Jacksonville Education Update June 2013 
	

In this Update:

· Congratulations to those passing EOCT and EPME exams, CLEPs/DSSTs, plus College Kudos!
· Reserve SWE OCT 2013 & AD SWE NOV 2013 cut-offs fast approaching!
· ALCOAST 257/13 CHANGE TO RESERVE TUITION ASSISTANCE (TA) FUNDING
· Revised TA (ALCOAST 175/13), now what?  Check out these other education opportunities 
· Other Non-CG Training/Education opportunities
· ESO on Leave July 22 – 26, please plan ahead for testing

Congratulations on passing EOCT/EPME!!

June  2013					Test Passed

ME1 Richard Sapp, SEC Jacksonville		ME2
ME1 Malcolm Osteen, SEC Jacksonville		ME2
SN Josh Pringle, CGC Kingfisher		EPME4
BM2 Steven Spilios, STA Mayport		EPME6
MK2 Juan Caraballo, ANT Jacksonville		MK1
MST3 Erin Martin, SEC Jacksonville		MST2
BM2 Dillon Smith, STA Mayport			EPME6

May  2013					Test Passed

ME3 Ryan Berman, SEC Jacksonville		ME2
SN Pamela Warner, CGC Kingfisher		EPME4
FS2 Noel Gray, CGC Kingfisher			FS1
MK3 Stanley Watkins, STA Mayport		EPME6
ME2 Chad Childers, SEC Jacksonville		EPME6
ME3 Joseph Walker, SEC Jacksonville		ME2
SK3 Josh Lewis, CGC Maria Bray		SK1
FN Kyle Galan, STA Mayport			EPME4

CLEP/DSST Exams 				Test Passed

OS2 Jeff Smith					CLEP - Analyzing and Interpreting Literature and
						Humanities CLEP
Degree’s completed – Great Job All on degree completion!

IT1 Brad Neher				M.S., Information Systems, American Sentinel University
BM1 Robert (Clint) Mathis		B.A., Business, American Military University
MST3 Grace Given			B.S., Elementary Education, University North Florida
YN3 Taris Smalls			M.B.A, Florida Agriculture and Mechanical University
MST1 David Hickey			M.S. Health Science, Emergency & Disaster Management, Trident University
CWO Amy Cerino			B.S., Management, University of Phoenix
MK2 Jonathan Session			B.S., Technology, Excelsior College
ET2 Anthony Taylor			A.A. Electronics, Coastline Community College
MK3 Cory Morris			A.A., Liberal Arts, Florida State College Jacksonville
MST3 Daniel Schultz			B.A., Liberal Studies, Thomas Edison State College
MST3 Julio Maldonado			A.A., General Studies, Valencia College
CWO Douglas Schubert			B.S., Fire Science, Columbia Southern University
LT Dave Kelley				B.S., Management, University of Phoenix
BM3 Cory Dibble			B.A., Criminal Justice, St. Leo University
OS3 Angela Kiker			B.S., Business Administration Marketing, Thomas University
ME2 Ricky Justus			M.S., Criminal Justice, Troy State University
MK2 Aaron Schwartz	Technical Certificate, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, Heating Systems Technician, Florida State College Jacksonville


BMC William Newberry			FL State College Jacksonville, President’s list, Fall Term, GPA 3.75+
LT Raphael Anderson			Central Michigan University, Graduate Studies, Academic Honor Roll, 4.0
LTJG Nina McDonald			Central Michigan University, Graduate Studies, Academic Honor Roll

And if you’ve just finished a degree program or have any other noteworthy academic achievement to celebrate, please let me know so you can recognize for it.  Well Done!


Reserve Servicewide and AD SWE Deadline fast approaching – Plan ahead!

Reserve member’s planning to sit for the October RSWE must have all advancement requirements completed NLT 1 JUL.

Active duty member’s planning to sit for the Nov. SWE must have all advancement requirements completed NLT 1 AUG.

All planning to test should monitor PPC/ADV website http://cgweb.ppc.uscg.mil/adv/  for the SWE messages and eligibility spreadsheets. 


ALCOAST 257/13 CHANGE TO RESERVE TUITION ASSISTANCE (TA) FUNDING

The Coast Guard Institute (CGI) is now accepting TA applications from Reservists E-6 and below on long-term Active Duty orders issued for over 180 days (including Title 10 involuntary orders). The remainder of the eligibility criteria described in Ref (A) ALCOAST 175/13 and Ref(B) Performance, Training, and Education Manual, COMDINST M1500.10 (Series) apply.


Revised TA, now what?  Check out a few opportunities to earn college credits or credentials

ALCOAST 175/13 contains the new criteria for receiving TA.  For those no longer eligible, please consider some of these opportunities. **Reserve members review ALCOAST 257/13 in addition to ALCOAST 175/13.

1.  CLEP/DSST exams are available free of charge on NS Mayport and NAS Jacksonville.  Collegeboard.com (search CLEP) for a full listing of CLEP courses available or DSST website http://getcollegecredit.com/  As a student you would want to check your degree plan and confirm with your college the exam you want to takes fits into your degree plan.  Resources available in the Learning Center.

2.  Federal Student Aid in particular PELL Grants, to get a Pell grant, you must complete the... * Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

Quick information on Pell grants (typically for undergraduate/first degree, some exceptions): http://studentaid.ed.gov/fafsa


3.  Scholarships - Office of WorkLife Scholarship link http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg1/cg111/scholarship.asp and the two attachments on this email.  DANTES has a great e-book called: Scholarship search secrets which can be located at http://www.dantes.doded.mil/Sub%20Pages/Order_Materials/Order_Materials_Ref_Pubs.html#2414


4.  CG Mutual Assistance Education Loan - Sector CGMA Officers LT Nee and CWO Heidi Eystad.  CGMA website has details of $2000.00, interest free loan. http://www.cgmahq.org/Assistance/Programs/Education/loan.html  

5.  CGMA Supplemental Education Grant (SEG) $250.00 for members pursuing their first associates/or bachelors degree.  See CGMA officer for reimbursement.


6.  CG Foundation Education/Vanderputten Grant http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg1/cgi/active_duty/pay_for_college/foundation_grants/feg_vpeg.asp



7.  FEMA offers free independent study distance learning courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/

Go to the above link and search through the free online courses, many colleges will review the FEMA transcript and award your training with college credit.

8.  Foreign language skills can convert to college credit either by taking the Defense Language Proficiency Testing (DLPT) test and having the score added to your CG Institute transcript or you can earn up to 12 college credits by taking the CLEP language exam (for example Spanish CLEP).  


Looking for other Non-CG Training/Education Opportunities – Check out these courses offered regularly throughout FL

Please see CDR Rush or CWO Cerino or contact person listed below for more info on these type courses.


•	Basic Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training (G-317)
July 16-August 13, 2013 6:00-8:30 pm  
Alachua County EOC, 1100 SE 27th Street, Gainesville 32614
Contact: Ebbin Spellman at 3523772555 or espellman@alachuacounty.us  
Description: "Community Emergency Response Teams", CERT- 317, is a course that serves as an introduction to CERT for those wanting to complete training or as a refresher for current team members.  CERT Program educated citizens about disaster preparedness for hazards that may impact their area and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations.  The goal of Alachua County Fire/Rescue Services Division of Emergency Management is to offer 3 "Regular" CERT classes per year. These classes will be taught on weeknights (typically Tuesday) from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. for seven consecutive weeks. Classes will typically begin in January, April, and September depending on any disaster (such as hurricanes) that impacts our area or requires our staff to be deployed out of the area. This training is free! Priority will be given to applicants who are residents of Alachua County. All applicants must be at least 18 years old at the time of the first class meeting.

•	Intermediate Incident Command System for Expanding Incidents (G-300)
July 16-18, 2013 8:30-5:00
JIA Admin Bldg. 2nd Floor Training Rm-14201 Pecan Park Rd, Jacksonville 32218
Contact: Bruce Scott at 904-630-2472 or bscott@coj.net
Description: This course provides training on and resources for personnel who require advanced application of the Incident Command System (ICS). The course expands upon information covered in the ICS-100 and ICS-200 courses. Selection Criteria: This course should not be used as a "nice to have training" course! Attendee selections for this course are to be RESTRICTED to those individuals who are slated to / or are already identified to assume a supervisory role in expanding incidents (Type 3), or perform Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Agency Liaison or Agency Emergency Coordination Officer (ECO) roles. 

•	Wide Area Search Course
July 23-25, 2013
Clay County EOC, 2519 SR 16 west Green Cove Springs, Fl  32043
Contact: John Ward at john.ward@claycountygov.com or 904-541-2767
Description: The Wide Area Search course is grant-funded by the Department of Homeland Security. The course is provided on-site for eligible jurisdictions throughout the United States. The course is applicable to jurisdictions that would need to conduct wide area searches due to a natural disaster or terrorist incident. Participants will learn practical search methods and skills in order to perform systematic searches over a large affected area. The course concludes with a table top exercise that requires participants to utilize the previous two days of instruction. The curriculum of this course is based on lessons learned from search operations in support of the Space Shuttle Columbia recovery, Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Dolly, Ike and other wide area search incidents.

•	Preliminary Damage Assessment (FL-601)
July 24, 2013 8:30-5:00
University of North Florida Hicks Hall, 4892 First Coast Tech Parkway Hick's Hall Jacksonville 32224
Contact: Kevin Guthrie at 904.630.6452 at eocpchief@coj.net
Description: This course is intended for local and state officials and others assigned damage assessment duties. It discusses the importance and purpose of conducting and reporting damage assessments following a disaster. It is a two phases training with emphasis on both the Individual Assistance (IA) program and the Public Assistance (PA) program.


ESO’s for D7 

Sector Jacksonville ESO will be on leave July 22 – 26, please plan ahead for testing needs.  During ESOs absence feel free to contact one of our D7 full-time ESOs for immediate assistance.

HITRON ESO - Mr. Osvaldo Vazquez
Sector Charleston ESO – Ms. Theresa Roberts
Sector St. Pete ESO – Mr. Monty Mathis
Base Miami Beach Regional ESO – Mr. Marc Fagenbaum
Air Station Miami – Mr. Bob Sova
Sector Key West – Mr. Dan Rogers
Sector San Juan – Mr. Rob McKee
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