7/14/2009

Sector Jacksonville Education Update July 2009 
In this Update:

· Congratulations to those passing CLEP, EOCT, EPME!
· ESO TAD July 27th – 31st, plan ahead for testing



· CG LAMS hosted at NS Mayport – August 17 – 21, 2009
· Coastline and FCCJ Fall Registration going on now!

· CG ALCOAST that cover Post 9/11 GI BILL:  ALCOAST 447/08, 044/09, 250/09, and 377/09

· Transferability Procedure – Post 9/11 GI Bill

· GI Bill Benefits Comparison Chart 
· Electronic Tuition Assistance (eTA) Guide available on Sector home page

· CLEP/DSST/ECE and SAT/ACT Testing available at Sector Jacksonville
· Preparing for CLEP/DSST tests
· Strong Interest Inventory (online) Available – Complete at your own desk!
· October RSWE ALCGRSV 014/09 Published

· E-PME AQEs & E-PME Parts of the SWE

Congratulations!!
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BM2 Robert Kroll


EPME6

MK2 Mark Garcia
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Test Passed

ET2 Lance Barstow
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PS2 David Rice
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YN2 Mary Dominguez


EPME6

OS3 Levi Porter
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SNMST Elizabeth Fleming

EPME4

MK3 Anthony Baker


MK2

BM1 Erik Hayes



NAVRUL-Recert

PS2 Roy Waters


EPME6
BM2 John Kindler


BM1
BM3 David Haley


BM2

CLEP/DSST 



Exams Passed

SN Jose Zabala



Principles of Public Speaking, 3 credit hours
BMC Mario Ranieri


History of the U.S. II, 3 credit hours
BM1 Peter Nelson


English Composition, 6 credit hours

SN Kyle Megan



Freshman College Composition, 6 credit hours
College Graduates:

MKCS Daniel Bergoffen


Bachelor of Science in Business from Excelsior College

MST1 Joh Strandhagen


Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from American Military University
And if you’ve just finished a degree program or have any other noteworthy academic achievement to celebrate, please let me know so I can recognize you for it.
Well done!!  

ESO TAD July 27th – July 31st
ESO will be attending the DOD Worldwide ESO Conference the week of July 27 – 31.  If you need to complete an EOCT/EPME exam during that week please contact the ESO immediately to make alternate arrangements.  For folks needing the exam prior to the 1 Aug 09 SWE cut-off, it is imperative that you contact the ESO for alternate testing arrangements.
CG LAMS at NS Mayport – August 17 – 21, Sign up now – the class is filling up FAST!
If you are interested in attending LAMS, August 17 – 21, 2009, at NS Mayport, please email me your Name, Rate, EMPLID, Unit Assigned, Email address (personal Email if Reservist), and Phn#.  I will add you to the tentative course roster.  A final roster will be completed in late July 2009.  We only have a few seats left, if you are an E5 who needs this course, please respond ASAP!
Coastline Community College & FCCJ - Fall Registration Going On NOW
If you currently attend Coastline Community College or FCCJ you should be registering with the school and completing your TA application right now.  ESO will be out of the office July 27 – 31, so please submit your eTA requests prior to this date for your fall classes.  
CG ALCOASTs that cover Post 9/11 GI Bill
The best source for current information on the Post 9/11 GI BILL is the VA website at HTTP://WWW.GIBILL.VA.GOV
The CG published 4 ALCOASTs so far that speak directly to the Post 9/11 GI Bill:  ALCOAST 447/08, 044/09, 250/09, and 377/09.  It is important that you read all 4 ALCOASTs in sequential order to obtain a complete picture of the CG guidance so far regarding Post 9/11 GI BILL.  

Transferability Procedure
 

If you're eligible for benefits under the new Post 9/11 GI Bill and want to transfer them to one or more dependents, go to the Transfer of Education Benefits web site. 

 https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/appj/agentsso/LoginSelect.jsp?gotourl=%2FTEB%2Findex.jsp&modules=DFAS,FAM,CAC
After you do this, the DVA will determine your dependent's eligibility and will eventually send him/her a letter of eligibility.  Once your dependent has the letter of eligibility, s/he will complete the "Application for Transfer of Entitlement" (VA form 22-1990E) and submit it to the DVA for processing.
GI Bill Benefit Comparison Chart

The Department of Veterans Affairs has just published on its web site a new page comparing the benefits you can receive under each of the existing GI Bill education benefit programs: MGIB-AD, MGIB-SR, REAP, and the new Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act.  Included on this page is a table showing these side-by-side.  You can find this information at http://www.gibill.va.gov/GI_Bill_Info/CH33/Benefit_Comparison_Chart.htm.
And if you’re trying to decide which of the four programs will be better for you, you’ll see links on that page to quite a number of case studies.

E-Tuition Assistance (eTA) Guide Available on Sector Home Page

Electronic Tuition Assistance (eTA) Guide is available on the Sector home page.  This guide walks you through step by step on how to create your Navy Knowledge Online (NKO) log in and password and then how to input your tuition assistance application.  We are no longer using paper TA forms.  If you need assistance, please stop in the Learning Center.
CLEP/DSST/ECE Testing Available in Learning Center (outside galley)

If you are interested in completing a CLEP/DSST/ECE exam you now can complete the exam in the Learning Center (ESO office) outside the galley.  You are still more than welcome to take the exam test at NS Mayport on their computers, but as a second option you can complete the paper version here at Sector Jacksonville.  If interested, email ESO and I can forward you a listing of available exams.  CLEPs are FREE to CG (active duty) spouses!

Preparing for CLEP Tests & DSSTs

On-line practice tests for both DSSTs and CLEP tests are available at no charge to military personnel.  CLEP tests are available through the Coast Guard Learning Portal (http://learning.uscg.mil).  Once you’ve logged in, follow this path: Education > Study Guide for DANTES Exams > Launch then select the test you’d like to take.  You’ll receive a certificate if you pass a practice exam with a score of 70% or higher.

To find practice DSSTs, go to http://ibt1.prometric.com/index.asp?ibt=3881494402&.  There you’ll have to register (if this is your first time at the site) and then select a test from the list of 37 DSSTs available.
Strong Interest Inventory (online) available in the Learning Center

We now have access to complete the online version of the Strong Interest Inventory.  Interest inventories help you match your interests with occupational and educational pursuits that are compatible with those interests.  So if you are feeling like “you don’t know what to take in college” or “what “A” school is best for you”, it is highly recommended you complete an Interest Inventory.  To get started, stop by the Learning Center and you can use the computers in here to complete the Strong Interest Inventory.  This is FREE!

October RSWE ALCOAST 014/09 is published
The RSWE ALCOAST 014/09 has been published.  If you are a Reservist member and plan to sit for the RSWE on Saturday, October 17, 2009 it is imperative that you read the message carefully and adhere to all deadlines.  The Reserve ESO, LT Corey Thayer is available on drill weekends to answer general questions about the RSWE.  

E-PME AQEs & E-PME Parts of the SWE

The on-line version of the E-PME Study Guide has been deleted from the Coast Guard Learning Portal.  For the most up-to-date E-PME information, go to http://www.tracenpetaluma.com/e-pme/.

You can also order the Study Guide in hard-copy or on a CD-ROM.  To do this, provide your ESO with your employee ID number and the version of the Study Guide you’d like sent to you.
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