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Sector Jacksonville Education Update #012
In this Update:

· Congratulations!

· College Spotlight – Florida Community College of Jacksonville (FCCJ) http://www.fccj.edu/
· College Spotlight – Coastline Community College (CCC) http://military.coastline.edu/
· University West Florida offers a Certificate in Arabic Language and Culture www.uwf.edu/lci/military.cfm
· Captain’s License college credit courses available – NE Wisconsin Tech College http://www.explorersguidellc.com/
· Education Fair at NAVSTA Mayport, Thursday, April 23rd from 10 - 2

· Electronic Tuition Assistance officially begins
· CLEP/DSST/ECE and SAT/ACT Testing available at Sector Jacksonville
· SWE Information
· E-PME AQEs & E-PME Parts of the SWE 
· Find new information daily on Post 9/11 GI Bill at  http://www.gibill.va.gov/
· GI Bill Benefits Comparison Chart 
· Rosetta Stone – Spanish Language in Learning Center

· Scholarship: American Patriot Freedom Scholarship Award

· Useful College and Scholarship web sites

Congratulations!!
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Well done!!  

Florida Community College of Jacksonville Spotlight

Are you interested in attending college in a traditional format (in the classroom) or online and your goal is to complete an Associates degree or Bachelors degree?  If so, Florida Community College of Jacksonville may be for you!  FCCJ is a local school that offers classes on the NAVSTA Mayport base in the evening right after work and also at several campuses around Jacksonville.    Check out the school web site at http://www.fccj.edu/  and if you want more information or need assistance in getting started please stop in or contact Mr. Jeff Schneider, 249-7311 at the NS Mayport/FCCJ office to get started.  SUMMER 2009 session starts May 4, 2009 so register now!!!!
Some of our Coasties currently attending FCCJ include YN3 Santana, MKC Wagner, CWO Mills, YN3 Cubitt, BMC Garris and MK3 Jernigan.

Coastline Community College Spotlight

Are you interested in completing a 2 year A.A. degree and receive maximum credit for your military experience?  If so, Coastline Community College may be for you.  This is a great school that offers up to 40 college credit hours for military experience, free unofficial evaluation, accelerated 8-week internet or 12 week CDROM courses for AFLOAT folks.  The school is fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and is a SOC school.  Check out the school at http://military.coastline.edu   if you want more information or need assistance in getting started please stop in and we’ll get you started.  SUMMER session starts in June, 2009 so apply for enrollment now!!!
Some of our Coasties currently attending Coastline CC include YN2 Pittman, SK2 Brown, YN Kirkpatrick, MK1 Alred, MK1 Tacia, MK2 Prieto, SK1 Matthews, MK1 Ladson, FS2 Power, and BM3 Villarreal.  
University of West Florida Offers Certificate in Arabic Language and Culture

The UWF Language and Culture Institute/Online Campus is offering a 12 credit hour (3 courses) online Certificate in Arabic Language and Culture.  If you want more information on this unique program please check-out uwf.edu/lci/military.cfm web site.  I also have brochures in the ESO area with more information, stop in and pick up a brochure. Classes start May, 2009!  
Some of our Coasties currently registered for the program include LTJG Nutting, PA1 Nash, and MK3 Howard.

Captain’s License courses for college credit – Northeast Wisconsin Technical College
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College offers TA authorized online courses approved by the National Maritime Center to include Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessel (OUPV Captain’s License), Masters 25, 50, and 100-Ton Upgrade, Assistance Towing and Sailing endorsements.  Also offered is training in Recreational Marine Radar and Global Marine Distress Safety Systems.  Classes start every 10 days, check out the web site:  http://www.explorersguidellc.com/
Some of our Coasties currently enrolled in a program include SCPO Kempton, BMC Evans, and MST3 Webster. 

Education Fair at NAVSTA Mayport, April 23rd, 1000 – 1400, Bldg. 460

The Navy College on NS Mayport is hosting an Education Fair on Thursday, April 23rd, from 1000 to 1400 hours in Bldg. 460 (Navy College Bldg.).  Many of the following colleges will be spread out in rooms A, B, and C outside the Navy College office (next to Navy Exchange):  American Military University, Bismarck State College, Central Texas College, Charter Oak State College, City University of Seattle, Coastline Community College, Columbia College, Dallas Telecollege, EXPI College of Technology, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Empire State College, Excelsior College, FCCJ, Fort Hays State Univesity, Hawaii Pacific University, Old Dominion Univ., Olympic College, Roger Williams Univ., St. Joseph’s College of Maine, St. Leo University, San Diego City College, Southern New Hampshire Univ., Strayer University, Thomas Edison, Trident Tech College, TUI University, Univ. of Maryland, University of OK, Univ. of the Incarnate Word, Upper Iowa Univ., and Vincennes University.
New E-Tuition Assistance Processing Officially Begins
Electronic Tuition Assistance processing officially began on 1 March 2009.  There is a link on the Sector home page to access the eTA SOP which walks you through step by step on how to process your eTA request.  It is critical that you follow the SOP or your eTA request may be delayed or not processed in a timely manner.  All TA requests will be processed via the Navy Knowledge Online Electronic Tuition Assistance (eTA) web site.
CLEP/DSST/ECE Testing Available in Learning Center (outside galley)
If you are interested in completing a CLEP/DSST/ECE exam you now can complete the exam in the Learning Center (ESO office) outside the galley.  You are still more than welcome to take the exam test at NS Mayport on their computers, but as a second option you can complete the paper version here at Sector Jacksonville.  If interested, email ESO and I can forward you a listing of available exams.  CLEPs are FREE to CG (active duty) spouses!
SWE Information
The SWE test booklets have not arrived yet but should be here soon.  Once the exam booklets arrive you will receive an email notifying you that a test has been received specifically for you.  In the email you will be asked to confirm that you plan to sit for the SWE.  I do not know at this time who will receive an exam.  I will also attach a SWE chit to the email you receive (same chit YNCS sent out earlier) and you must bring the chit signed (by E7 or above) and military ID on the day of testing.  Please refer to ALCGENL 012/09 for specific testing dates and times for each grade level.

E-PME AQEs & E-PME Parts of the SWE

The on-line version of the E-PME Study Guide has been deleted from the Coast Guard Learning Portal.  For the most up-to-date E-PME information, go to http://www.tracenpetaluma.com/e-pme/.

You can also order the Study Guide in hard-copy or on a CD-ROM.  To do this, provide your ESO with your employee ID number and the version of the Study Guide you’d like sent to you.
Daily you will find current Post 9/11 GI Bill Information at http://www.gibill.va.gov
Please go to the VA web site http://www.gibill.va.gov/ to view the most accurate and current Post 9/11 Bill Information.  You have the option to submit a question if you cannot find the answer to your specific question.
GI Bill Benefit Comparison Chart

The Department of Veterans Affairs has just published on its web site a new page comparing the benefits you can receive under each of the existing GI Bill education benefit programs: MGIB-AD, MGIB-SR, REAP, and the new Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act.  Included on this page is a table showing these side-by-side.  You can find this information at http://www.gibill.va.gov/GI_Bill_Info/CH33/Benefit_Comparison_Chart.htm.
And if you’re trying to decide which of the four programs will be better for you, you’ll see links on that page to quite a number of case studies.

Rosetta Stone Language Software (Spanish) in Learning Center
We have received 5 different Rosetta Stone language software packages for everyone’s use in the Learning Center.  Currently the Spanish language software, levels 1, 2, and 3 is installed and operational.  If you would like to come in and use the RS Spanish software please email me to reserve some time.  
Scholarship American Patriot Freedom Scholarship Award

Below is a link to a scholarship available to active duty and retired military dependents between the ages of 17-21 and it definitely includes the Coast Guard.  It appears to have a straight forward application process (with essay) and applications must be postmarked by 24 April.  http://www.homefrontamerica.org/oohrahhome.htm
Useful College and Scholarship websites

www.collegeboard.com
www.facts.org
www.fafsa.ed.gov
www.fastweb.com
www.finaid.org
www.peterson.com
www.scholarships.com
www.students.gov
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