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	Commander 
Seventh Coast Guard District

	909 South East First Avenue
Miami, Florida 33131-3050
Staff Symbol: (dl)
Phone: (305) 415-6950

fax: (305) 415-6960


Re: AGREEMENT FOR DUAL REPRESENTATION

Both of you have asked this office to assist you in the preparation of your wills.  We are pleased to do so.  However, it is in your interest, and is our ethical obligation, that you fully understand the considerations involved in such dual representation.  Spouses can have differing, and sometimes conflicting interests and objectives regarding the drafting of their wills.  For example, they may differ on the disposition of their property after the death of one or both of them, or differ on the identity of guardians, trustees, and personal representatives.  Generally, each spouse has the right to dispose of his/her separate property and one-half of the community property, if any.  Each couple’s situation is unique, especially when either spouse has had a prior marriage and there are children from that marriage.

If you had separate lawyers from different offices, you would each have an advocate for your own position and would receive totally independent advice.  Information given to your own lawyer is confidential and normally cannot be obtained by your spouse without your consent.  That is not the case when one law office (e.g. the Seventh Coast Guard District Legal Office) advises both of you.  We cannot serve as an advocate for one of you against the other.  Information that either of you gives us relating to your estate planning and will preparation may be made known to your spouse.  If a conflict arises which we determine is of such nature that we cannot adequately carry out our ethical obligation to both of you, we will withdraw our representation, and will advise you to obtain independent counsel.

After considering all factors, each of you must decide whether you wish us to represent you jointly in connection with your estate planning and related matters.  If you do, please sign the acknowledgment below and return it to me or one of the office staff members personally, or via mail in the envelope provided.  If you have any questions regarding this issue please call this office at (305) 415-6950 before signing the acknowledgment.

                                                 CARY MITCHELL

                                                  Legal Assistance Attorney

Each of us has read and understands the information above regarding dual representation by an attorney in preparation of our wills.  We request joint representation.  We understand that since you will be representing both of us, matters which either one of us discusses with a Seventh Coast Guard District Legal Assistance Attorney may be fully disclosed to the other party.

Date:____________                                                     Date:________________

___________________________________                __________________________

Wife                                                                              Husband
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