
A Bit about Elizabeth City 
 

 Elizabeth City was founded in 1793 as the town of Redding and renamed 
Elizabeth in 1794, then Elizabeth City in 1801.  It serves as the county seat for 
Pasquotank (PAS-kwuh-tank) County.  It is located on the Pasquotank River in North 
Carolina’s Inner Banks region, and is nicknamed the ‘Harbor of Hospitality’. 
 
 Elizabeth City became an important hub in 1805 upon the completion of the 
Dismal Swamp Canal, which linked Northeastern North Carolina’s rivers and sounds 
with the Port of Norfolk, allowing faster and safer transit for local merchants.  Today, it 
is a popular stop along the Intracoastal Waterway, constructed by the Corps of Engineers 
and extending from Norfolk, VA (milepost 0) to Key West, FL.  Visitors return to 
Elizabeth City each year for its warmth, hospitality, and history.  Not to mention, the 
world renowned Rose Buddies, ambassadors who offer visitors wine, cheese, and a smile 
upon mooring up during the tourist season. 
 
 Greater Northeastern North Carolina is very rich in history.  Between Pasquotank 
and Camden Counties, there are 13 sites listed with the National Register of Historic 
Places, with neighboring Perquimans County listing 18, including the Newbold-White 
House, the oldest brick house in North Carolina (built circa 1730).  In addition, there are 
a great many historical sites that make a great day trip, from the Revolutionary War sites 
in Yorktown to the Periauger Project on the Perquimans River. 
 
 The population in 2008 was 20,685 compared to 19,505 in 2007.  According to 
city-data.com, the growth since 2000 is +11.0%, which is higher than average.  It has a 
total area of 9.6 square miles within the city limits, but commerce expands well beyond 
the limits with new businesses swelling the borders.  The cost of living index lists 
Elizabeth City at 83.8% with 100 being the national average.  The median home/condo 
sale in 2007 was $101,121 with the NC average being $145,700, and the median family 
income was $26,538 compared to $44,670 for NC. 
 
 While Elizabeth City is small when compared to some cities nearby (Chesapeake 
has a population of nearly 200,000, Virginia Beach has over 400,000), it’s the small town 
appeal, wide open spaces, and rich history that make it a place  residents are proud to live 
in and keeps visitors coming back year after year. 
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