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From: Commandant
Te ¢ BDBistribution

Subj: Tonnage Measurement Guidelines
for Bmall Fishing Vessmals

1. Commandant (G=MVI) has received a numbsr of raguests for
guidance concerning posgibls documantation roquiremant violationsz
on Emall "State Numbered" fimhing vessels. While Volume 1V,
Chapter 7, Marine Safaty Manual (Tonnage Measurewment Program) is
being updated, enclosura {1) i= provided as a genaral response to
fraquently asked gueztions, and as a guide to gnforcement
criteria concerning tonnage raguiraments for thexa vassels.

2, Ploasa disseminate this information to all MSO=s, OCMI=, and

COTPa in your district. .
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Encl!: (1) Tonnage Measurament Guidelinag
for Small Fishing Vessals

Dist: All CG District offices (m)
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TONNAGE MEABUREMENT GUIDELINES
FOR BMALL FISHING VESSELS

1. REQUIREMENTE

All vernmals of b or more registared net tons that engage in
the figheries ar the coastwise trada must be documented as
vassals of the United States.

2. TONNAGE ASSIGNMENIS

Ouneres of veestels that are undear 79 feet in overall length
may elect to have their vessels assigned tonnages under either

the Simplified Measaranment System or under the Standard
Masgurement Bystem.

Tonnages assigned under the Simplifiad Measurement System are
based only on the vasegal’'s oversll measurements (length, breadth
and depth). These tonnages Bte aszigned, at no cost to the
vassal owner, by the Coast Guard doecumentation office where the
veerael ig to be documentad. These tonnages are usually much
higher than thosa aggigned undar the Standard Measurement Systenm,
which allows the owner to deduct certain spaces allocated
gtrictly for the crew and for working the vasssl.

Vessels asx amall aw 24 feet in overall length may measure
over 5 net tons under either the Simplified or the Standard
Measurement Eystem. Howevar, undet the Standard System many
varzelz in the 40 - B0 foot length range may measure legs than 5
net tons. If exteneive tonnage reduction techniques are usged,
even much larger veseels may measure lese than & net tons.

3. BACKGROUND

Many Coazt Guard field offices have directed ownarz of "State
Numbered"™ fishing vessels that are in the 32’ - 40’ length range
to provida preof that the vesgels are under 5 net tons and
thereby not reguired to be documented as vessels of the United
States. To provide this proof vemssl ocunerg must have thelr
vaegsals Fformally measured by the American Bureauv of Shipping
under the Standacrd Measursment 8ystem. Formal msasurement can be
expansive, and in nany casese indicates only that the vessel vag
already under 5 nat tons.

A zstudy of vessmels that are lessx than $ net tons under the
Btandard Measurement System indicated a considerable difference
betwean the principal dimensions of those that are propalled by
motor and those that are mailing vergels. The study also pointed
out that when the principal dimengions of the largest vsessels in
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each of the classes ware multiplied together their product was
generally constant. The vessels usad in the study were typical
commercial fishing veszels of normal =single hull construction
having a figh hold within the hull and all spaces ahove the
wezsthar deck used for crew's accommodatione or for oparating the
vasgel.

4. GUIDELINES

Bmall commercial fizhing vessels may be regarded as bsing
lasg than 5 net tens if the vessael does not have a eignificant
amount of closed-in cargo spacea above its wasther deck, does not
have clomed-in paswvengar spacs (space faor Persons other than the
craw), and the product of itg Principal dimensionk (overall
length times overall breadth times overall depth), as defined ip
46 CFR 69.203 (in fest and tractions of a foot) Ly less than:
4000 for veessls propelled by motor, or less than

3000 for vesxels propeliled by smail,

Law enforcement action on fishing vessel documentation
violationg ghould be initiated only when undocumented fishing
vesgels clearly exceed the above guidelines.
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