
Trollers 
 

Fishing 
Technique 

Trollers tow multiple lines with baited hooks behind the vessel 
usually suspended from long outriggers. 

                       
 

Vessel 
Description 

A troller  has a house forward, at midships are a hinged 
outrigger that are lowered when fishing.  Trailing behind the 
outriggers are the bated hooks.  Normally while transiting and 
at the docks, the outriggers are raised. 

    
 

Target Species Salmon 
In the D13 AOR, trollers can be found targeting salmon off the 
entire Washington and Oregon coasts, primarily within 20 nm 
from shore.  Depending on the time of year and the areas open 
to fishing, anywhere from 200 to 650 commercial salmon 
trollers may be active.   State and tribally licensed salmon 
trollers are also found targeting salmon in Washington internal 
waters. 
 
Tuna 
Trollers also target albacore tuna off Washington and Oregon.  
In addition to U.S. vessels, Canadian tuna trollers are also 
allowed to fish for albacore tuna in the West Coast U.S. EEZ 
pursuant to the U.S./Canada Albacore Tuna Treaty.  
Approximately 450 tuna trollers (including up to 110 authorized 
Canadian vessels) fish off the Washington and Oregon coasts, 
primarily in water temperatures greater than 60 degrees F.   
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