The NYC High School Process 
For families with high school students coming moving to Staten Island the New York City high school process can be an intimidating and confusing.  Hopefully this can provide some clarification and set some expectations to the process.
NYC is compromised of five boroughs.  The NYC Department of Education is the largest system of public schools in the United States.  The below process applies to anyone residing in one of NYC’s five boroughs (Staten Island, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhatten, Bronx) that wants to send their child to public school.
Enrollment

To start, the enrollment process starts with the enrollment office.  You do not go directly to a school and if you report during the summer months you will find that most schools are closed and locked.  The enrollment office for Staten Island is located at the address below.  Be sure to bring the Proof of Residence letter from the CG Admin office showing you are now a resident of Staten Island.  The other items that you need to bring can be found on the NYC School website; http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/NewStudents/default.htm
 Staten Island Enrollment Office

715 Ocean Terrace (Building A) Staten Island, 10301 
718-935-2402 
District Served: 31

What school will I attend?

Within New York City there are zoned schools for each address.  The zoned school for CG housing located on Fort Wadsworth is Curtis High School.  However, New York City high schools offer what is called Choice Enrollment for the programs offered at the different schools throughout the entire city.  This allows students to choose a high school based on courses and programs offered at a particular school outside of your zoned school since not all schools offer the same thing.  For example, New Dorp High School has a program called “Institute of Forensic Science and Criminology”.  This is not offered by Curtis High School.  Through the Choice program a student could request a seat in that program since it is outside of their zoned school.  Choice Enrollment starts in December of the 8th grade year so for those PCS’ing during the summer months, this date has passed by the time you receive orders.  Even if you are in receipt of PCS orders, the enrollment office will not process your child until you have moved here and gotten your Proof of Residence.  
You should try and become familiar with the school options and the process prior to arriving at the Enrollment office.  The NYC Department of Education has a resource page (http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/High/Resources/default.htm ).  Start with the High School Resources Directory Introduction to get familiar with the Choice process and how to read the codes within school directory.  Keep in mind, your child is eligible (space permitting) to go to any school in the city.  If they are drawn to a program offered by a school in Brooklyn or Manhattan, and space is available, they could attend even though they live in Staten Island.  Many students from other boroughs will travel outside their borough to attend certain schools. 
Acceptance of Classes

One of the biggest questions that will come up will be the acceptance of classes previously taken at other schools.  New York has standardized test called Regents Exams.  Satisfactory completion of these tests is required in order to move onto the next level course (i.e. Algebra).  Some testing is offered during the summer but it may be hard to get a seat since these tests are offered for those in summer courses.  If your student has not taken a Regent Exam you will need to push the issue of allow them to take the summer test.  It will not be uncommon for them to tell you to have your student retake the course and take the Regent upon completion.  
Transportation to High School

All high school students utilize mass transit (bus and train) to attend school.  Students from Fort Wadsworth will take buses from stops located on base or just outside base depending upon the school they attend and the route they take.  Utilizing mass transit may sound odd and be worrisome for some parents; however, it is a well oil machine and most student stick together for the process.  Students are given “student metro cards” to cover costs.
