Dear Ombudsman,
2016 marks the 30th year that ombudsmen have stepped forward and volunteered to serve our Coast Guard families. <insert name>, and I couldn’t let this important milestone pass without providing special recognition to the many ombudsmen who are currently serving this vital role in <insert location>. 

As you know, ombudsmen provide the key link between families and commanding officers or their command senior enlisted. In <insert location>, this connection has to be especially strong to withstand the isolation, harsh weather, dark winters, financial demands and protracted (and expensive) travel distance from our families.  

<insert name>know that you are trained to respond to difficult events, such as domestic violence, legal issues or serious financial concerns. But, training cannot prepare you for all the unknowns that serving in this role may present.  We know your role as ombudsmen extends far beyond those crises or referral calls.
Every day, you are helping other spouses acclimate to the state and share the tough experiences of giving birth, raising children, establishing yet another home and embarking on another job search. The connections you make in play groups, on Facebook pages, at after-school activities, or in line at the post office all present interactions that provide the web of support and caring we all rely upon in our Coast Guard family.  Additionally, you serve as a strong role model for new spouses learning of the Coast Guard lifestyle.  Even your willingness to volunteer to serve as an ombudsman helps remind our families that someone cares about them. 
So, please know that you have <insert name>wholehearted thanks and appreciation. No matter how alone it may sometimes feel to be in <insert location>; please remember that we are with you in thought and spirit.
Thank you for the compassion and focus you bring to the families of those stationed <insert location>.
