


* Introduce The Creative Curriculum, by Teaching Strategies  
~ How Children Develop & Learn 
 
* The Assessment Cycle ~ Objectives for Development and Learning 
 
* Introduce The Creative Curriculum GOLD, by Teaching Strategies  
~ Observations, Dimensions, Indicators and Levels, Individual Child Report, 
Weekly Planning Forms, and Family Site 
 
* Explain the Alignment of The Creative Curriculum GOLD with California 
Preschool Learning Foundations 
 
* Provide resources 

Today’s objectives 



 

 

 

The philosophy of The Creative Curriculum is that the best way to help children succeed is to teach 
them to be creative, confident thinkers. That means offering them opportunities for hands-on 

exploration and discovery that help build lifelong critical thinking skills and foster confidence. 
Learning isn’t just repeating what someone else says; it requires active thinking and experimenting  

to find out how things work and to learn firsthand about the world we live in. 
In their early years, children explore the world around them by using all their senses (touching, 

tasting, listening, smelling, and looking.) The activities we plan for children, the way we organize 
the environment, select toys and materials, plan the daily schedule, and talk with children, are all 
designed to accomplish the goals of our curriculum and give your child a successful start in school.  

 

The Goals of The Creative Curriculum 
The most important goal of our early childhood curriculum is to help children become 

enthusiastic learners. This means encouraging children to be active and creative explorers who 
are not afraid to try out their ideas and to think their own thoughts. Our goal is to help children 

become independent, self-confident, inquisitive learners.  
We’re teaching them how to learn, not just in preschool, but all through their lives. We’re 

allowing them to learn at their own pace and in the ways that are best for them. We’re giving 
them good habits and attitudes, particularly a positive sense of themselves, which will make a 

difference throughout their lives.  





The preschool curriculum identifies goals in the following areas of development:  
  
Social/Emotional:  To help children develop independence, self-confidence, and 
self-control, follow rules and routines, make friends, and learn what it means to be 
part of a group. 
  
Physical:  To increase children’s large muscle skills – balancing, running, jumping, 
throwing, and catching – and use the small muscles in their hands to do tasks like buttoning, 
stringing beads, cutting, drawing, and writing. 
  
Cognitive: To acquire thinking skills such as the ability to solve problems, to ask 
questions, and to think logically – sorting, classifying, comparing, counting, and 
making patterns – and to use materials and their imagination to show what they have 
learned. 
  
Language:  To use words to communicate with others, listen to and participate in 
conversations with others, understand the purpose of print, recognize letters and words, and 
begin writing for a purpose. 

 



The Creative Curriculum for Infants, Toddlers and Twos identifies goals in all areas of development: 
  
 Social-Emotional Development: To learn about self and others - trusts known, caring adults, 
regulates own behavior, plays with other children, learns to be a member of a group, and uses personal 
care skills. 
 
 Physical Development: To learn about moving - demonstrates basic gross motor skills, demonstrates 
basic fine motor skills. 
 
 Cognitive Development:  To learn about the world - sustains attention, understands how objects can 
be used, shows a beginning understanding of cause and effect, shows a beginning understanding that 
things can be grouped, uses problem solving strategies, engages in pretend play. 

 
Language Development: To learn about communicating - develops receptive language, develops 
expressive language, participates in conversations, understands and uses words, enjoys books and being 
read to, shows an awareness of pictures and print, experiments with drawing and writing. 
 



The planned activities for the children, the organization of the environment, the selection of toys and materials, 
planning the daily schedule and interacting with the children, are all designed to accomplish the goals and 
objectives of the curriculum and give your child a successful year at the CDC. 
 
The Creative Curriculum shows teachers how to integrate learning in literacy, math, science, social studies, the arts, 
and technology throughout the day. It also gives the teacher a wide range of teaching strategies- from 
child-initiated learning, to teacher-directed approaches, to best respond to children's learning styles, strengths, 
and interests.  
 
The teachers at the Alameda CDC build the curriculum for their children around the environment using different 
interest areas or centers including: 
 
 Dramatic Play 
Blocks  
Table Toys  
Art  
Sand and Water  
Library  
Music & Movement  
Computers  
Outdoors  
Discovery/Science 
 
The richer the environments, the more concrete opportunities there are for children to learn by interacting with 
materials and people. The teacher’s role is to create an environment that invites children to observe, to be active, 
to make choices, and to experiment. 
 







The National Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) defines assessment as “the process of gathering information 
about children from several forms of evidence [and] then organizing 

and interpreting that information.” 
 

The Creative Curriculum GOLD, from Teaching Strategies, helps 
teachers with that process. 

 
GOLD is a developmentally appropriate assessment system. This means 

that it takes into consideration widely held developmental 
expectations for children at each age, focuses on the strengths of each 

individual child, and takes into account the social and cultural 
context in which each child is assessed. 









LANGUAGE   

8. Listens to and understands increasingly 

complex language   

a. Comprehends language   

b. Follows directions   

 

9. Uses language to express thoughts and needs  

a. Uses an expanding expressive vocabulary  

b. Speaks clearly   

c. Uses conventional grammar   

d. Tells about another time or place  

 

10. Uses appropriate conversational and other 

communication skills   

a. Engages in conversations   

b. Uses social rules of language  

 

Objectives for Development and Learning:  

Birth through Kindergarten 

SOCIAL–EMOTIONAL  

1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors   

a. Manages feelings   

b. Follows limits and expectations   

c. Takes care of own needs appropriately  

 

2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships   

a. Forms relationships with adults   

b. Responds to emotional cues   

c. Interacts with peers   

d. Makes friends  

 

3. Participates cooperatively and constructively in group 

situations  

a. Balances needs and rights of self and others   

b. Solves social problems  

 

PHYSICAL  

4. Demonstrates traveling skills  

 

5. Demonstrates balancing skills  

 

6. Demonstrates gross-motor manipulative skills  

 

7. Demonstrates fine-motor strength and coordination  

a. Uses fingers and hands   

b. Uses writing and drawing tools 

COGNITIVE  

11. Demonstrates positive approaches to learning  

a. Attends and engages   

b. Persists   

c. Solves problems   

d. Shows curiosity and motivation   

e. Shows flexibility and inventiveness in thinking 

 

12. Remembers and connects experiences  

a. Recognizes and recalls   

b. Makes connections  

 

13. Uses classification skills  

 

14. Uses symbols and images to represent 

something not present   

a. Thinks symbolically   

b. Engages in socio-dramatic play 



LITERACY  

15. Demonstrates phonological awareness   

a. Notices and discriminates rhyme   

b. Notices and discriminates alliteration   

c. Notices and discriminates smaller and smaller units of sound

  

 

16. Demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet   

a. Identifies and names letters   

b. Uses letter–sound knowledge  

 

17. Demonstrates knowledge of print and its uses   

a. Uses and appreciates books   

b. Uses print concepts  

 

18. Comprehends and responds to books and other texts 

  

a. Interacts during read-alouds and book conversations   

b. Uses emergent reading skills   

c. Retells stories  

 

19. Demonstrates emergent writing skills   

a. Writes name   

b. Writes to convey meaning  

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

24. Uses scientific inquiry skills  

 

25. Demonstrates knowledge of the characteristics of living things

  

26. Demonstrates knowledge of the physical properties of objects 

and materials  

 

27. Demonstrates knowledge of Earth’s environment  

 

28. Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks  

  

MATHEMATICS  

 

20. Uses number concepts and operations   

a. Counts   

b. Quantifies   

c. Connects numerals with their quantities  

 

21. Explores and describes spatial relationships and 

shapes   

a. Understands spatial relationships   

b. Understands shapes  

 

22. Compares and measures  

23. Demonstrates knowledge of patterns  

THE ARTS  

33. Explores the visual arts  

 

34. Explores musical concepts and expression  

 

35. Explores dance and movement  

concepts  

 

36. Explores drama through actions  

and language  

SOCIAL STUDIES  

29. Demonstrates knowledge about self  

 

30. Shows basic understanding of people and how they live

  

31. Explores change related to familiar people or places

  

32. Demonstrates simple geographic knowledge 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION  

37. Demonstrates progress in listening to and understanding 

English  

 

38. Demonstrates progress in speaking English 



Color Bands 





















Teachers can ~ Develop weekly lesson plans on-line 



Teachers can ~ Find activities for lesson planning that  
support children’s development 



Teachers can ~ Communicate and collaborate with you 



Families can ~ Access the  7 minute video tutorial on the Family Home 
Page under ‘Watch & Learn: Family Site Basics  



Families can ~View observations and samples of your child’s work  











Resources 
  
 Website  
www.teachingstrategies.com  
 
 Email problems/questions/suggestions 
implementation@strategies.com  
 
 The Creative Curriculum  ~ ‘Letters to Families’ on how children are learning through play  
in each preschool interest area 
http://www.trumbullesc.org/Downloads/CreativeCurriculum4-Letters-English.pdf 
  
 Alignment of The Creative Curriculum for Preschool with California Preschool Learning 
Foundations   
  
http://teachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/CA-CC-Alignment-PS-Vol-1-2014.pdf  
  
http://teachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/CA-CC-Alignment-PS-Vol-2-2014.pdf  
  
http://teachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/CA-CC-Alignment-PS-Vol-3-2014.pdf 
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