Commander Erin E. Williams - United States Coast Guard

Commander Williams arrived at Activities Europe in 2014 following a 2-year detached
duty assignment to the International Maritime Organization’s World Maritime University
in Malmo, Sweden, where she was seconded to the University as a Lecturer in the
University’s Maritime Safety & Environmental Administration graduate program.

She previously served as Executive Officer of Marine Safety Unit Valdez, Alaska. In this
capacity, she filled numerous regulatory leadership roles, such as the Alternate Captain of
the Port, Federal On-Scene Coordinator, Federal Maritime Security Coordinator, and
Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection. Such responsibilities directly involved her with
oversight and enforcement of commercial vessel and facility safety and security, vessel
traffic management and pollution prevention activities throughout Prince William Sound
Alaska.

In 2005, she reported to U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters where she managed the training
and performance for the Coast Guard prevention program. Her efforts provided practical
interventions to improve the performance of Coast Guard personnel and were
instrumental to the Coast Guard Marine Safety Enhancement plan. Additionally,
Commander Williams was assigned to Marine Safety Office San Diego where she held
positions including Assistant Chief of Vessel Inspections, Chief of Waterways
Management, and Chief of Contingency Preparedness. In these capacities, she developed
the area’s anti-terrorism plan following 9/11 and soon after brought into force domestic
and international vessel security regulations. Prior to this assignment, Commander
Williams served as the Assistant Engineer Officer and Engineer Officer in Training
aboard U.S. Coast Guard Cutter HAMILTON (WHEC-715) where she qualified as both
an Engineering Officer of the Watch and a Deck Watch Officer.

Commander Williams holds a bachelors degree in Maritime and Environmental Science
from the Coast Guard Academy and a Master of Arts in Education, specializing in
Educational Technology, from San Diego State University. Her awards include the
Meritorious Service Medal, three Commendation Medals, a Letter of Commendation, and
selection as the U.S. Coast Guard’s Captain Dorothy Stratton Leadership Award. A
native of Wichita, Kansas, Commander Williams is married to Neal Williams and has
five children.



