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U.S. Vessel New Construction 
Alternate Compliance Program (ACP) 
Enrollment Process 

Vessel must be eligible in
accordance with NVIC 02-95.

If vessel design contains
highly novel/complex

features a Design Based
Agreement (DBA) may be

required.

VESSEL ELIGIBILITY
(PROVISIONAL
ENROLLMENT)

ACS OVERSIGHT 
DURING 

CONSTRUCTION 

Review U.S. Supplement
& ACP TTP. 

Prepare CG-3752 for
submission to cognizant
OCMI.

Application shall include
the name of Authorized
Classification Society
(ACS) assuming
responsibility & request a
provisional ACP
enrollment. 

The OCMI will provide
provisional enrollment
endorsement & upon final
approval by CG-CVC-4
the vessel will receive
letter of enrollment. 

 Provisional ACP enrollment
enables the ACS to provide

plan review, oversight of
construction, and

certification services in
accordance with ACP

Standard (IMO instruments,
ACS rules, U.S.
Supplement).

Engage with ACS &
OCMI early and often
throughout the
construction process. 

Give advance notice to
schedule call outs,
witnessing of tests, &
other USCG oversight
touchpoints.

Early coordination to
submit plans &
information as required
in NVIC 02-95 is highly
encouraged to avoid
delays. 

1 2 3 4 

Conducted jointly by
ACS surveyor and

USCG Marine
Inspector (MI) of

cognizant OCMI.   

JOINT HAND 
OVER SURVEY 

Pending the results of
the Handover survey

and vessel record, the
OCMI will provide a
positive or negative
endorsement to CG-

CVC.

OCMI
ENDORSEMENT &
CVC APPROVAL

Typically coincides
with vessel delivery.
Coordinate with 
cognizant OCMI to
schedule. 

Includes inspections
necessary for ACS to
issue all applicable
statutory and
classification 
certificates. 

Outstanding RO
survey/technical
comments must be 
resolved to the 
satisfaction of all 
parties prior to
handover survey. 

If approved, the
vessel is officially
enrolled & issued a 
new COI with 
specific ACP 
endorsement. 

As a condition of 
enrollment, ACP 
vessels must 
maintain 
compliance with
the ACP Standard 
at all times. 

A 

MSP VESSELS
ENTERING ACP

Vessels already 

enrolled in MSP 

may enter into the 

ACP by following all 
guidance in NVIC 

01-13, Enclosure 2. 

To begin ACP
enrollment, prepare
CG-3752 for 
submission to 
cognizant OCMI. 

If the vessel 
voluntarily exits the
MSP but wishes to 
remain in ACP the 
vessel must meet 
requirements of the
U.S. Supplement
prior to ACP re-
enrollment. 

*Vessel Owner/Operator should work directly with cognizant OCMI regarding documents the USCG retains exclusive authority to issue, endorse, or approve such as, Minimum Safe
Manning Proposal, Vessel Security Plan, etc.  Reference  NVIC 02-95 Enclosure 1. for a list which also includes other certificates not issued by the USCG or ACS such as FCC & EPA ). 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/NVIC/Year/1990/
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/ENG/Policy/
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/5ps/NVIC/2013/NVIC%2001-13%20CH-2.pdf
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/5ps/NVIC/2013/NVIC%2001-13%20CH-2.pdf
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/CG-5PC/CG-CVC/Guidance/MSM/CIM_16000_8b.PDF
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/CG-5PC/CG-CVC/Guidance/MSM/CIM_16000_8b.PDF
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Commercial-Regulations-standards-CG-5PS/Marine-Safety-Center-MSC/VS/
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/bureau-divisions/mobility-division/maritime-mobile/ship-radio-stations/ship-inspections
https://www.epa.gov/vessels-marinas-and-ports
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/CG-5PC/CG-CVC/CVC4/U.S.%20Supplement%2011.12.25.pdf
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/CG-5PC/CG-CVC/CVC4/U.S.%20Supplement%2011.12.25.pdf
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/Commercial-Vessel-Compliance/Foreign-Offshore-Compliance-Division/Tactics-Techniques-and-Procedures-TTP/
https://media.defense.gov/2017/Oct/19/2001830046/-1/-1/0/CG_3752.pdf
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/CG-5PC/CG-CVC/CID%20Contact%20List/External%20Prevention%20Directory%20Contact%20List.pdf
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/CG-5PC/CG-CVC/CID%20Contact%20List/External%20Prevention%20Directory%20Contact%20List.pdf
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/CG-5PC/CG-CVC/CVC4/ClassSocietyAuths25.pdf
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/NVIC/Year/1990/
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/NVIC/Year/1990/

