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VICE ADMIRAL ROBERT HENRY SCARBOROUGH 

VICE COMMANDANT 

U.S. COAST GUARD 

Vice Admiral Scarborough became the thirteenth officer to hold the post as second in 
command of the smallest of the nation's five armed forces on July 1, 1978. 

A 1944 graduate of the United States Merchant Marine Academy (Kings Point), Admiral 
Scarborough entered the Coast Guard in 1949 following service as an officer in the Navy and 
Merchant Marine. He maintains a license as Master of ocean steam and motor vessels of unlimited 
tonnage. Serving in various geographical areas both ashore and afloat, his numerous earlier Coast 
Guard assignments were in the fields of general operations, personnel, and public information 
including both command afloat and command ashore as Group Commander and Captain of the Port. 
Previous assignments as a flag officer have been as Commander, Ninth Coast Guard District; Chief, 
Office of Operations, U.S. Coast Guard; and Chief of Staff of the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Admiral Scarborough is a 1963 graduate of the Armed Forces Staff College and a 1971 
graduate of the National War College. He has earned bachelor and master of business 
administration degrees from the University of Hawaii as well as a master of science degree in 
international affairs from the George Washington University. He is a member of Beta Gamma 
Sigma honorary fraternity. 

His military awards include the Legion of Merit with gold star, Meritorious Service Medal, 
Coast Guard Commendation Medal, all World War II theater medals, and the Coast Guard 
Distinguished Service Medal in August of 1980. 

He was born on March 12, 1923, in Hawkinsville, Georgia, and received his early education in 
that state. Married on July 1, 1946, he and his wife, the former Walterene Brant of Shawnee, 
Oklahoma, live in the Coast Guard Vice Commandant's Quarters in suburban Washington. They have 
two sons, Robert Henry III, and James Burton. 
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Chronology of Duty Assignments 
Born on -'Jarch 12, 1923 in Hawkinsvi lle. Georitia. Admiral carhorouith attended public school• in llawkin•ville and Toccoa. Geor· 

itia. and " a~ itraduated from Hawkinsville lliith chool in 19.W. lie altended North Georitia I l\lilitaryl C..olleite at Dahlone12a. Geor12ia 
before appointment as a cadet midshipman in the Cnited tates ::\!erchant -'!arine Cadet Cor ps. Lnited tale -'lerchnnt l\Iarine Acad­
emy I Kin{!s Point) in 1942. lie served in various theaters of war on board the S BLACK HAWK, 1\1/\" BRAl DY\\ I '>E, and the C.S. 
Army llospi tal hip EMT OLE. includ ing participation in the icilian inrnsion whi le sti ll a cadet. Lpon 12raduaton from the Cadet 
Corps. in May of 19-14. he was licensed as third mate in the l.Jnited tales Merchant J\larine. Concurrently, he \\a< commi«ioned a­
En<ign, Cnited tales ·aval Reserve. 

After •ervinit in Yarious capacities as a licensed officer on board the C. . merchant vessels CATA\\'BA. FORD. FOL R LAKES. 
BEECHER I LAXD, and AXTIETAl\I. he "as a•siitned ns Chief Office r of the T-2 type steam tanker.;. OPEQlJOX and .\Gl .\RO. 
In July of 1946, he was advanced to the provisional rank of Lieutenant Commander in the Lnited State• -'laritime en·irr. 

After \\ 'orld War II, he held a position as methods engineer for e'perimental production "ith R. G. LeTourneau. Inc .. manufactur· 
ers of heavy 12rading equipment. in Longl·iew. Texa<. a firm which had employed him for one yea r prior to the "ar in it• Toccoa. Geor­
gia, plant as a time·study man. He returned to •ea on active duty as a .'iaYal Resen·e Officer from thi.., ci, ilian job and remained on ac· 
live duty in the ·a\'Y until entering the Coast Guard. his last avy as•i!!nment being on board the de-tro)er. L ALLE'> -'I. C-'l'ER 
!DD 692). 

Entering the Coast Guard as a Lieutenant (Junior Grade) on .'io,·ember 30. 19-t9. he •erved for eiµht month• on variou• temporal') 
a«siµnment•, including the Coast Guard Culler TAMPA and TRITO:'i'. both \"t'«•els operatin!! in the Gulf of -'lexico. In Au!!u•t of 1950 
he be1mn serving on board the Coast Guard Cutter l.'iGllAl\L a .'iorth Atlantic Ocean '"weather.. talion ,.e,<el ba•ed out of ;\'orfolk. 
\ ' irj!inia a< Firot Lieutenant. 

T welve months later he "as assi1med as a District Duty Officer in the Fifth Coast Guard Di• trict Rescue Coordination Center in 
Norfolk. In April of 1952 he was designated District Public Information Officer. Administrat i\"t' Assi•tant and Aide to the Commander. 
Fifth Coast Guard District. 

In April 1955, he became Operations Officer on board th e Coast Guard Cutter CIIli'iCOTEAGLE. an ocean 'tation ve--el operatinp: 
out of No rfolk. 

From :\larch 195i until August 1959. he served as Dist rict Pub lic Information officer on the staff of the Commander, Third Coa<t 
Gua rd District offices in Xew York City. 

His a«i1mment from Au1wst 1959. to January 1961 was as Commanding Officer, Coast Guard Culler DIONE, a re-cue and law en· 
forcement ,.e,sel operating out of Freeport. Texas. 

The next ei!!hteen months were pent as Commander. Coast Guard Group Sabine and Captain of the Port for the T exa•-Loui•iana 
maritime a rea. includinp: the ports of Beaumont. Orange, Port Arthur. and Lake Charles. 

Follo"·ing graduation from the Armed Forces tall College in January 1963, he remained in the ~orfolk- Portsmouth, \ 'iritinia area 
for as•iimments as Executive Officer of Coast Guard Group and Captain of the Port. :-.lorfolk: Chief of the Fifth Coa•t Guard Di•trict 
Readiness Branch; and for a second tour on the Cutter I "GHA-'f, this time as ExecutiYe Officer from .'.\la) 1964 to Aup:u<t 1966. 

His a«ignment for the nex t three-year period was on the Pearl Harbor based staff of the Commander Anti<iubmarine \Yarfare Force 
Pacific !now Commander Third Fleet. L'.. :-la,·y) in operational and planninµ po•t• and as liaison for the Commander. ''"estern Area. 
C.. Coast Guard. For the next yea r he was Chief, P ersonnel Divi•ion of the Fourteenth Coast Guard Di<trict. llonolulu, Ha,,aii. 

In Au,ust 19i0. he went to \'l: 'ashin!!tOn. D.C. to attend the 'n tional \\"ar College. Graduating the followini: •ummer, he \\a• as­
signed to Coa~t Guard Headquarters as Chief, Enlisted Personnel Division in which post he was •ervini: "hen •elected fo r Aait rank in 
January 19i3. 

Reassii:ned at Headquarters to be Deputy Ch ief. Office of Operations in June 19i3, Admiral ca rborough accedt"d to the post of 
Chief. Office of Operations in May 1974. 

0 

Admiral carborouith became Chief of Staff of the L.. Coast Gu a rd on August 28, 19i5. He then ;erved as Commander, :'\inth 
Coast Guard District, Cleveland. Ohio from July 29, 19ii until assuming his pre ent post as \ ' ice Commandant of the L.. Coast Guard 
on July 1, 1978. 

Chronology of Coast Guard Promotions 
Followinp: his initial appointment in the Coast Guard as Lieutenant U unior Grade) on :'\overnber 30. 19-t9. he \\a< •ub<t"quently 

promoted a• follows: Lieutenant on August 26. 1952 : Lieutenant Commander on July L 1959 : Commander on July L 196-l: Captain on 
July 1. 1969. elected for promotion to Aa!! grade in January 19i3. hi< date of rank as Rea r Admiral i" June 1. 19i4. Xominated by 
President Carter to be \ ' ice Commandant of the Coast Guard. he ''as promoted to the rank of \ ·ice Admiral on July I, 1918. 

Medals and Awards 
Le!!iOn of l\!erit. Meritorious en·ice .'.\1edal. Coa•t Guard Commendation J\ledal. American Campaign. European· \frican--'l iddle 

Ea<tern Campai!!n ( w •tar<), A•iatic Pacific Campaign, \\'orld \\'ar ll \ ' ictof')'. :\'ational Defen•e. \ ietnam , en·ice I " •tar• I. l\lerrhant 
l\!arine Combat, Merchant J\larine Atlantic War Zone, J\lerchant -'Iarine Mediterranean-Middle Ea..t \\ ar Zone. )lerchant -'larine Pa­
cific War Zone, and -'lerchant -'Iarine \\"orld War II Yictory. 


