REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Srecial Orber No. 38.

Division of Revenue-Cuiter Service.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, June 2, 1906.
To the Commanding Officers of
Vessels of the U. S. Revenue-Cutler Service:
1. The following letter from the President is published for the

information of the U. S. Rovonue-Cutter Service:

THE WHITE HoUSE,
Washingtlon, D. C., May 31, 1906,
My DEAR SIR: I have received your report in reference to the
assistance rendered by the Rovenue-Cutter Service to the people of
San Francisco in tho recent disaster. I have dirccted that it be
made publie, and through you I desire to express my hearty appre-
ciation to the officers and enlistod men of the Service who did such
prompt, gallant, and effective work.
Sincerely yours, THEODORE ROOSEVELT,
Hon. H. A. TAYLOR,
Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

2. This order will be read at a general muster of the officers and
crew of each vessel of the Service.
H. A. TAYLOR,
deting Seerelary.
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Copy e Steamer BRAR, Oakland, Cal. April 24th 1906,
Secretary Treasury, Washington.

Departments telegram nineteenth received evening twenty second;
reported twenty third as directed and placed Tug Wizard,impress-
ed here and manned by our crew,to duty with Ar:y,and McCULLOCH
and GOIDEN GATE with Navy,now in chargé of harhor front. HaRTLEY
takes care of incoming shipping. Am getting THETIS cleaned up
and will releive Cap*tain Dunwoody today. Lieutenants BERRY and
Hay arrived yesterdayr. Shall uge all available naval stores

on BRAR and THETIS, ¥ire in San JFrancisco now under complete
control hut quantities stores and men have %o be shifted from
place to place and our men that can he gpared may be busy for
some time. Shall place Lieut. Tarmine as assistant to Lieut.
Dodge on the Golden Gate today, his duty with the Army is com-

pleted.

Signed....Hamnlet.
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REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE

U.S.Steamer B T A R.
Oakland, Cal.

cory, April 23rd 1906,

To the General in command U.S.Army Forces.,
Fort Mason Headquarters, San Francisco, Cal.
Sir:- )

In compliance with a telegram from the Secretary of Treaus--
ury dated the 19th instant, copy of which is herewith enclosed,
I reported to you in person this morning and placed the Tug Wiz-
ard, belonging to the Y,A,Boole Shiphbuilding Company of San
Francisco, which I impressed today for Army service, at your
disposal. She is in command of Lient. C.C.McMillan of the U.S.
Revenue-Cutter Service and has a crew from this vegsel., Steanm
Taunch #1 of the same company has heen used hy me since the 19
th instant, doing relief work under under your Department from
Fort Mason and Presidie, and I have used her today for carrying
blankets and tenting outfits from Fort Baker to ifort Mason, and
refugees and their baggage from San Francisco to Oakland. The
Tug Milton of the same company has been in use since the 21st,
and has had a crew from the Navy. I wish to make you this writ-

ten report as a matter of record.

I am, Sir, Respectfully yours,

Signed.....0.C.Hamlet.
G T2,
Vi
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IN RE UNrIUES OF
BRANDENBURG & BRANDENBURG,
ATrorNnys anp Counscrons AT Law,
ROOMS 80, 81, 33, 00 & 07
FENDALL BLDG., 344 D STRELT, N, W,,
vs

WASIIINGTON, D, C.

Nor. 10, 1905.

(4]

The Scerchary of the Treasury,
Washington, D. C.
Sir:

Bneclosed herewith nlease find two bills

A~

Epwin C, BRANDENNURG,
CLARENOR A. IBRANDENBURG.

. WALTER BRANDENIURG,

Lrorn A. DovaLass.
S1UART X, ONKRLIN.
Wirais ITARLAN.

Loxa DisTaNoOR *IPnove, Main G67
OauLz Apvitras, “Oannawnn.”

of W, A. Boole

& Sons, onc Tor the sum of $1500.00 for use of the tug "Wizard

and the other for the sum of $500.00 for the

use of the

lzunch "W. A. Boole & Son, Inc. #1", vossession of both of

b1

whica were haken Dy th?'R@VcnuB Cutter Service shortly after

s s I s Ak
the earinquake, il which ‘nstance, our cxlent

that compensation would b: made for the same.

was advised

Will you Xkindly

< 8 o o E arly ) A7 ‘1sn
advise us whether you have any Tunds out of which these bills

i 3 nei a tificate at-
nay pe paidand if no® whetner you will have a certificate

tacned thareto to the effect that they were in service for

s . s PR lai i ressonanlo.
the time indicated and that the claim 18 reaso

Very truly yours,

Bnclosure.

V5%, %A%
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Cony. Oakland. Cal.
April 22 1906,

Secretary Treasury,

Washington, D. 2.
Will try and gét men bhack to ships today an fire 1s new under
control. Plenty men from Army,lNavy and Milita %o police city.
equipped with camping outfits which our menlack, and I have no
means for releive them for rest and recup&eration.
Chronometers BEAR and THETIS lost in fire. Shall start work on
THETIS as soon as I can get men. Have suffered much with the
rest from Jlarth Quake and fire, if possihle, can some cther Cap-
tain make the Arctic Cruise and let me remain hy the BEAR to get

my family moved out of San Francisco and provided for elgewhere

Signed......Hamlet.
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REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE
U.S. SteameR B & A R,

Oakland; Cal.
April 23rd 1906,

Flag=Captain, U.S.M,
U. S. Flag=-Ship CHICAGO, .
San Francisco, Cal.
Sirt-

In conformity with a telsgramn from the Trsasury Depart~
ment I have reported to the Admiral and placed the Revenue
Steoamers GOLDEN GATE and MOCULIOQOTH on duty with the Navy in
performing relisf work in San Francisco. '

The officers in Gommand of the vessels will goon report

for duty, and copiss of their orders are herewith inclosed.

Respsctfully yours,
Signed...,..0.C.Hamlet,
Captain, U.S.R.C.S.,

Cormanding.
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oakland Cal Apr 25 1906

gecty Treasy
Washn D.C.

officers and familles nere uninj
Japanese »oy from Bear tried to

fire hut was discovered and sent

)
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“All available Torces from Bear and '"Thetis wlre placed under
general funston the day of the e

arthquake, All Bevenue cutters
ured and accounted for, one
commit suicide during

+o mosvital at iare Idland.

Have no revnort from there. YWavy does not need McCulloch sent

to Sausalito last evening to quard and help serving out relief
stores under red cross manazement and to police town 1if needed
Shall go over there today. punwoody does not desire any legyre———
now shall place him in charge of office appraisers huilding

£ill carmine van return from duty with navy

Hamlet.
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COPY. : Oakland, Cal.
April 25th 1906.

Secratary Treasury,

Washington, D. C.
All available forces from BEAR and THETIS were placed under
General Tunston the day of the Ilarth OQuake. ALl Revenue Cutter
officers and familles here uninjured and accounted for. One
Japanese boy fror BEAR tried to commit suicide during fire hut
was discovered and sent to Hospital IHare Island-have no report
from there. Navy does not need McCULIOTH, sent her to Sausalito
last evening to guard'and help serving out Relief Steres under
Red Cross management and to police town if needed. Shall go over
today. Dunwoody does not desire leave now. shall pluce him in
charge of o0ffice Appraisers Building till Carmine can return

from duty with Navy.

HHJ‘]le t .
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TREASURY DEPARTMUENT,
REVENUE-CUTTER SERvies,

Z?/f Torm 2043, OFFICIAL TELEGRAM.

..........................................................................

TO Secretary Treasury,

Washington, D. G,
Have ordered Captain Cantwell to place General Mess on commuted
rations till supplies can be obtained. Lisut. Carmine gone to

Navy Yard today to make arrangements with Admiral. Dunwoody takes
PERRY today. Yo dnuty for her here.

Hamlet,

OFFICIAL BUSINESS.
GOVERNMENT RATES.

CHARGE TREASURY DEPARTMENT APPROPRIATION FOR REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE, 100

2—1841 Note.—O0ffleial telegrams not to bo prepaid.
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REVENUE-CUTTER SE RVICE

U. S. STEAMER B 1 AR.

oaklﬂndp Cal.
April 26th 1906..

lst Lisutenant John G, Rerry, U.S.R.C.S.,

Sir:-

Revenue Stearmor THRTIS,.

Upon verbal request mads by the City authoritios you

are hereby detailed 7Por duty as Assistant to the Hilitary aid

of the Mayor of Tan Irancisgco for the purpose of sanitary

inspection of refuges Carps and for such other duty az may

he roqui:

od of vou in connection with the present releif work.

Respeotfully,
Signed...0.C.Hamlet.
captain’ U.S QR'C .S. 9

Cormanding.
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W. 8. Steamexr'2eCULLOCH, ™
3auksalito, California,

dow 17, 1906.

The Lonorablie,
The Zecretary of tha Trensury,

dashington, D,C.

Sir:

I have (o inform the Department that the contiaued nreg-
ence in port of this Qommand to cooperate with the eivil au-
thorities in the work of maintaining order and rerdering as-

sistance to the sufferers from the recent disaster at San

Francisco being no longer recnired, it is my intention to re-

-

sume the usual cruising duties of the vessel.

Pesue.tf?11

’//-06,;% Yés

’\__,.\

C\‘.‘li)tﬂ»in, Uo S-Ro C- So ,

Commanding.
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oDy s BEAR. oQakalnd, Cal. April 21, 1906.

Secretary Treasury.

Washington, D, O,
A11 men and officers from BRAR and THETIS still in San Francisco
Engineer MclMillan has done exceptionally fine work.I have #n-
couraged the men to do all thew could but they are now exhausted
and fire is still burzing and attacking the shipning on the
City front.T reached the BFAR last evening and shall go to San
Francisco today. Food supplies will soon bhe exhausted. Stores
for THETIS, including rations cannot he obtained here. BEAR and
THETIS uninjured. Shall do the hest I can and may have %to throw

the ships open to rcfugeesphave some here now.

Signed........Hanmlet,
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Copy s Oakland, Cal, April 19 1904,

Secretary Treasury,

Washington, D. C,.
Plenty water at wharf Unalaska. Crew THETIS and BXEAR doing
guard duty at fire San Francisco since Barthquake. All businesé
portion hurnt except Appraisers Building. City 56111 hurning

cannot say when men can return to ships duty.

Signed......Hamlet.



GOPY.

TREASURY’DEPARTMENT'TELEGRA

WU 11 G WH Y¥Ys HG 32 Collect Govt,

Ol

. : ; c'.":’:
Fort Mason, Calif,, 4pr. 21 1906, ra
Secretary Treasury, | .
Washington, D.C S

Store and stock total loss, office and records safe have been on
i

re line work three days reported to General Funston this morning
ther Qetall.

REPRODUCEO AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

85

Carmine,

Copied April 24 1906,

RECEIVED AT TREASURY BUILDING AND REFERRED TO:
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rGoP 1]
san francisco,

Anrid 256, 1906,
Hon., F. S Stration,

collector.

Gertain employoes of the Customs sexvice arxe taking

upon themseives individual eredit Lor saving %he <ppraisers' Sullding
from destrnction b fire, and I hope you will not give oo rmch
eredence to the tales of individnal valorx ddsplayed by any one |
pergon, until the facts are lmown, lodt Ronox may be wnjustly
bestewed on those least ontltled %o it,

wany of the custom emplogees did gallant work, but some, I
regret o say, 4id not dlsplay en overahundanoe 268k

outelde of the goldiers detailed {0 proteét this Government
propexty, the men (about 20) sent hexe by the Rev. Cutter Boar on
wednesdsy, the 16th,aid most gallant woxk in preventing the south
end of the bhuilding from taking fire, and arc entitled to groat
credit therecflor.

Sm Tharsday, the 19th, mueoh creddt is due to a number of
custome employecs Lox assistance, unitil late at night, in fighting
fire at +the corner of Jackson and lonbgomery sireets.

on iridey, the 20th, moro custums employees than proviously
vere on duty, and most of thom assisted %o the hesi of their ability
in Lighting fire. on that date Admiral Goodwxlel, in resnonsc to a
note from me addressed o any officer of a Rev. Cutter, but which

note resched the Admiral instead, sent 20 men %o this building who
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REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE,

U. 8. STEAMER"McCnllo ch,"
Sausalito, Califorania,

April 25, 1906

-Captain,o.C.Hamlet,U.S.R.C.S.,
Commanding Revenue Cutter Forces,

San Rbancisco, Harbor,

Sir:

They Sausalito,suxiliary of the National Ked Cross A
Association has beon orgaenized and I have bean requested
to act as Chairman of the “xecutive Board.

I% is expectied thal g yuantity of supplies will be sent
here for distribution when the supplies at present being
distributed by the town authorities has been exhausted,
As there is no nlace available for the storage of the Red
Cross supplies just now, I have heen rejuested to take t
them on board this vessel until other arrangsaents can be
zade. I would usk permission to &o this.

If it is possidle to send us the steam launch of the

Bear aguin , it woulg greatly facilitate our work over

here.
Respeet fully yours
I it o
~ A
:/ e
wCaptain U.S.R.C.3. Coamanding
¢ 1, y YA N Vo o , N BEg P ',! ! TR
LA ~ ‘
/
A
:,,fu',“ Yoo e 1A . LA ‘ ! :f'| ¢ N {
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RS . $. Steamer THETIS’
(13 '{ N Oakland, Cal,, May 9, 1906,

The Hdnorable
The Secretary of the Treasury,
Washington, D, C.
Sr, .

As directed by Osptain 0. 0, Hemlet; U,8,R,C.8.; Commending U. g,
Revenue Cutter Forces in San Francisco and vicinity, I have the honor
to report as to my comnsction with the work of relief of the sufferers
from the earthquake and fire of April 18, 1906,

Arriving at Oakland on the morning of the 23d, I found the Revemue
Cutters THETIS and BEARlaid up at Boole's Ship Yard, On reporting for
duty, I was ascigned to the duty of taking care of the two ehipe whose
officers and men were all on detached assignments, either of patrol or
relief work,

On the 26th, leaving Lieut, Hay in charge, I accompenied Captain
Hamlet on a tour of inspection of the Revenue Cutter forces, but neither
Captain Hamlet nor I could see any opportunity for more officerw, The
next day I went to San Francisco with Captain Hamlet and to Fort Mason,
By that time, there wag an abundance of Army Officers thers, co I went
down to the Mayor's (Office at the cormer of Fillmore and Bush Streets,

The streete there were packed with a mass of humanity, trying to
gain some knowledge of friende lost to them since the fire, endeavoring
to find some way to escape from the city with what few articles they had
saved, hungry and looking for food, weak and helplecs and seeking relief,
The excitement was intense and nohody appeared to know how to go about '



2.
it to get what was needed. Being Ri';gonﬁcr':ii%%“,nw&?x;ﬁcted people began to
beg me for information, So I at once began informing mycelf of the con-
ditione 1in order to help them, A patrol'mean of the San Francicco
Police Force guve me hic map of the cityand with that office furniture
I opened a relief office on the curh, Presently an old Hebrew, who eaid
that he had a sick wife and four childrenacked me to find Dr, Jacob
Voorsunger, Jewish Rabbl and closely identified with the relief work,
to whom he had a note, The Doctor was not to be found, so I took down
the man's statement concisely and presented it, with the man himself at
the office of Mr. Cushing, vho had established a relief tranesportation
office, On ny signing the statoment with name and rank and stating that
I believed the sufferer's story to be true, Mr, Cushing immediately gave
him transportation to New Orleans,

Thie wac so eagy that I was sncouraged to continue, Soon my inquirdes
led me to Captain E, 0, C. Ord, U,8,A,, Retired, who had been detailed
by General Funston as Military Ald to the Mayor, Captain Ord wae handling
the confusion so calinly and in such a busine¢s like mamner that I was
delighted and volurteered to asslst him, He almost lmmediately sent me
out on a matter of transportation, While on my way to the rallroad of-
fice, Lieut, Pierce of the 22d Infaniry, hailsd me and acked me to get
him water transportation for some Red Cross storse from the Presidio to
Saucelito, Reporting to Capt. Ord, I hurried to Fort Mason where I
found Assistant Engineer ¢, ¢, McMillan, U,8,R.0.8., commanding the WIZ-
ARD, who took me to the Preeidio, The red cross stores were not yet there
and it wae blowing &0 hard that the WIZARD had to lseave to avoid hreak-
ing down the wharf, Then I went to Col, Breochman, Medical Corpe, U,g8,A.,
to report the conditions and find out either about Mr, Pierce or his
requisition, Col, Breechman had erscted a big circus tent for a store
house for medical supplies and it was blowing to pieces in the gals,
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He appeared to be very much concernsd about the tent, eo I told him
how we saved awninge on shiphoard in squalle and sald that his tent might
be eaved in the same manner, S0, at his request, I ran a fow lines over
the canvas and pegged hoth ends down, Col, Breechman facilitated ny in-
quiries in his department and I returned to the Mayor's office.

After the close of business at the Mayor's office, and a dinner
improvised at the temporary residence of Captain Ord, where all the
cooking had to be done on the sidewalk hecause San Francisco's chimmeye
are generally unserviceable, the Captain and I walked down in the
moonlight through the center of the hurned district about three miles
to the ferry,

At the request of Captain Ord, I acked Captain Hamlet, the next
morning, to assign me to duty in the office of the Military Aid to the
Mayor, On receiving such assigmnment, I reported for duty to Captaln Ord
and served continuously with him until the evening of May 5th,

During this time, I was dependent,for meals,on friends, the mili-
tary or the relief camps, until some of the restaurante hegan to open,
then I got megls thers, I elept whersver I could, with Captain Ord until
refugees crowded him out; at the headquarters of Captain Rittenhouse,
U,8.M.C, 3 and at the house of a young man whose family had gone into
the couniry, leaving a magnificently furnished house on Van Ness Ave,,
on the very edge of the firs, with the roome all shaken into extreme
digorder and the parlors litterad with broken statuary and Satsuma
vages, Captain Rittenhouse placed one of hic saddle horses at my
digposal whenever I needed him and t he Amy officers and civilians were
very generous In plcking me up with their automobiles and carrisges,
for the regular meuns of tramsportation in a city stven milec long by
eix miles broad wers utterly paralyzed.
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- This city has not been under martial law one minute during the
fire or eince, But very few understood that fact, The military forces
jumped into the breach when the emergency arose and arrogated to them-
selves whatever authority was necessary, But the civiliane did not
understand the military proceedurs and Captain Ord made it his husiness
to enlighten them, until his office stood in the position of an inter-
mediary hetween the civilgne and the military, and, hy the exercise of
great tact, he kept the confidence of both, This enabled him to help
thousands  who night otherwise have suffered seversly,

The office obtained muster rolls of many of the camps, obtained
reports from all the camps showing housing, canitary, police and supply
conditions, made recommendations on these reporte to the proper author-
itles and practically universally wers thess recommendations acted upon
favorably,

For many daye, applicants for clothing were referred by letter to
the Depot Quartermaster at the Presidlio, an attempt being always made to
find out if the facte wers as stated by the applicante, Gradually, ac the
question of supply became more systematized, these applicants were
directed to the Chiefe of Supply in their various districte, But during
the period of excitement and unorghndzéd relief, our requisitions were
honored, Many requests for tents, beading &c. came to the offics of
the Mayor'e Military Ald,, These wers referrad with 1lsttaers to the
Depot Quartermester or to the Houeing Committee which had a large store
of such thinge at the Moulder School Houge, even to spring beds and
pillows. We frequently noticed a spirit of emulation among the suf-
ferers, muny of them not wishing to receive less clothing or other sup-
pliee from the Government or rslief committees than their neighbore,

A great deal of the transportation for the military, police and the
various committees, together with a great amount for private cases of



destitution » Wae.taken cars REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 14 3 ¢ the Mayor,
Orders were 1ssued to varlous teaming concerng and a record taksn

88 a check on their vouchers, One day, near the first of the month,
& Captain came over from headquarters at Fort Mason to logk over the
transportation problem with a viey toward taking 1t off our hands, but
nothing wag done, and we continued to handle it,

the week and when the articls callseq for was drawn, the point of a pencil
bricked through the baper made a mark which @uld not be ruhbegd out,
-Theee carde wers used in many Places, but I do not know if their use hag
become universal as yet,

At the first, gelf appointed bhut énergetic workers appointed men to
~ take charge of rslisf etation 8 ang Campe, Later, our offics Investiga-
ted thees cages and in many cageg whers thegs appointeos werg in conflict
with thoge appointed by the organized relief committees, I wae sent
to the points ang straightened out the tangle,

Maxiy people who had hean refused free transportation or half rates
by the Transportation Cormittee, came to yg and, on our investigating
the caees, which we coulg do better that that committee, having hetter
facilities, they would he allowed the transportation, if we found them
worthy and sent them back with g récommendation to that effect,

to got relief, we would find the Way and they alwaye went avay eatisfied,
One case wag where two daughtere of an army pensioner, deceased, wanted
to send half a car load of housshold goods to thejr new home in Chicago,
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The trouble thers was that everyhody wae eending them to the pacsenger
agents of the railroade. We eent them with a letter to the Gen'l Freight
and Traffic Mansger of the &£,P,R,R. who helped them immediately,

Two working girls, during the fire, had paid an expresecman to take
their trunks to a place of safety, Days afterward, they found the trunks
at the office of the exprecs compuny at 822 Alabuma Street and wers
told that thers was an extra charge of ten-dollars, They had no money,
the chargs was unjuet and we took the matter to the Chief of Police and
followed it up so successfully that they got their trunke without
expenss,

n old washeimoman was evicted from her lodginge hy the police, ghe
came to us and I rapregented so forcibly to tne Chief of Police *:..
that hie men had no right to evict during a public holiday, proclaimed
by the Bavernor, that he at once ordersed her put back,

Thege are but samples of the varied rslisef cases attended to by the
office of the Military Aia to the Mayor, Nohody had arny money, Even well
to do people, who had money in the hanks, could not get money, I had to
borrow money from friends on shipboard although I had ample funds in New
York drafts which wers, for the time being, wsluable only as paper,

Although many ead cases of suffering and destitution came before
ug, 1t was remarkeble how cheerfully the peopls took the calamity, They
would state their cases dolefully at first, but it wouldn't be long
before gome phass of the sltuation would bring a smile to their faces,
The Governor of California had proclaimed a holiday for thirty daye,
for legal reasons, and all San Francisco appearad to be enjoying the
holiday.

Now the Amy hgs the situation well in hand, Distributing pointse
have been establiehed ., The city hac heen divided into seven districts
for the distribution of provisions , and these districts have heen sub=



divided and relief stations establlsned, or continued, in each sub-
division, Large gange of men are ‘at -work cleaning up the streets and
clearing up the. wrecks of many buildings. Only the women, children and
infirm.men < areg" baing supplied with- provisionz The camps are generally
in oxcellent condition. At Jefferson Park, on sach corner, thera ic a
latriﬂb connected with the owWery with ruming water, crockery bowls
and open plumbing, This innovation in camp life was established hy
Dr. Hamna, Major, Cal. N. G., in vhoss fisld hospital is hot and cold
water running in pipes and acetplene gas,

Among the poorest classes, the peopls are living hetter than they
ever lived before and it will be difficult to get them out of their new
homes in t he parks after normal conditions have heen restorsd,

Profeszional people, clerks and small dealers have sufferad more
than anyone else, but they have hardly had time to feel the effects as

yet.
The whole buciness section of San Francisco has been wiped out,

The burned district covers at least fout square miles and about three
quarters of the original population is occupying the remainder of the
city.

Business houses are establishing themscelves in the residence dise
tricte and in Qakland, and it will not be long hefore San Francisco 1is
going aheud again and rebuilding herself in a substantial manner,

Regpactfully,
ke 8y
1st Lieut., U,8,R.C.S,
Rpproved and respectfully forwarded,
,// ,/ B
Captgin, U.u.R c.c.

anding U.u.ﬁevenue Cutter Forces
San Franciesco Earthquake and Fire,
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Oakland, Cal.
Mayr 1st 190G.

Captain 0.C.Hamlet,
U.S.Steamer THETIS, .
Oakland, Cal.
Sir:-

At the time of the recent earth quake and fire. I
was in San Francisco and respectfully submit the follow-
ing report of ny work:-

© I was in my home at 2961 Buchanan Street, Wednesday
morning when we. were awakened hy the terrible shaking.
A5 our nouse wais very badly wrecked, I spent sometime in
straightening things up and trying to pacify my gisters.
Seeing thas the cars were not running, I started to walk
to the ferry intending to report on the BEAR, not know-
ing that a fire had started and that the streets were guard-
ed by soldiers.

On the way to the ferry I heard that many of the
buildings had heen demolished by the earth quake. I in-
guired for Mrs. Newman, whose husband is Assistant Fngr.
on the U.S.S.McCULLOCH, which was on a cruise South.

I hoped to get her to a place of safety, and later assist
the other officers wivqs.

When I reached her hotel I found that she had left,
and I was unable to find the other officers wives, as I
had relied on her to give me information concerning their
whereabouts.

I then assisted in removing some of the patients
from the Waldeck Sanitarium, and proceeded on my way Lo

the Ferry, helping women and children where 1 could.
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2 Near the Corner of Folsom and Main Strests, I saw Mr.
Austin Sperry of the Main St. Iron Vorks standing in front
of his office so dazed thét he was not making any attempt
to save his books and valuahle papers. After satisfying
myself that one of the walls of the building, which had
been hadly damaged would not fall for pometime I per-
suaded him to give me his keys to the drafting room, and
I managed to save all the tracings and some of the instruments.
The fire was so close at this time, I had to drop two ex-
pensive indicators to hreak my way out of ano ther door.

As the office was in the end of the huilding, that was not
burning,Mr. Sperry and I saved all the data bookXs, pro-
pellar gauges, etc. We saved everything in the safe,
ledgers, contracts, atc.

After being driven from the building, I stood look-

. ing dcwn the strset and seelng ®he outline of a man stagger-
ing in the smoke, I started after him followed hy a young
man, whose name I cant' rememher (he was an apprentice in
one of the shops nearby). Ve got hold of the man and dragged
him out and found he was under the influence of liquor and
would certainly have lost his life, if we had not rescued
him, He attacked me with a barrel hoop, after he got on
his feet again, hut sore men of the strect who seemed 1o
xnow him, took him off.

From Spear Street T walked up Folsom to First Street
and saw an old woman Ccrying and acting as ig she were insane.
she told me one of her sons had been killed by a chimney
falling on him, after he had jumped-from a window in the
gecond story of the house, and had heen taken to the morgue.
Anothier son was in the back yard with his leg broken and
blecding profusely from a cut over h;s temple. A neighbor
had gone for an amhulance geveral hours before and had not

returned. The fire at this time was about a half hlock
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away, and burning +he flimsy houses rapidly, 8o I decilded
to move him to a safe place. The ola woman appealed for
agsistance to a man who was passing and he and I7improvised
a gtretcher of an old mattress and some pickets from the fence
and started with him for the hospitale. ‘When: within:a block
of the hospital, the samsbulance overtook us .and we placed the
injured man in 1it.
I then assisted an old coupi¢ with theirrhaggage aboard
the Navai Reserve Steamer MARION, where the& were cared for.
rs I was going along the water front towards the Ferry
to go aboard the ship for a company of men, I met Lieut.
Todge and learned that Assistant Jngineer McMillan had all
of the men that could he spared from the BRAR and THETIS at !
the Appraiser's Bullding. T went down there but could not
get in the bullding as it was guarded by soldiers with orders
nct tc let anyone DPasse
+ was late in the evening vhen I left the IZARION and
the Tire was beyond control and I had little hope of saving ;
my home so0 I gathered up a fow valuahles and took my sisters
to the Beach where ther weuld be safe.
1t was about 3 o'clock A.H. when 1 got;Laguna & Union
streets and intended to rest for a few minutes on the curb’
wnen the gas main'blew up in the sireet not fifty feet from
where I was sitting. The explosion tere an irmense hole in
the street and one of tha paving stones hit the curd and
pounced and struck me on the inatep. Vith the ald of a stick
I reached home and one of my sisters,who is a physician1bound i
it up for me and I slept until noon. ;
After lunch I helped Mru. Fawards of 1914 Broadway Streect
to move her most valuable personal property to a square on
Taguna and Lombard Streets and built a Eamp for them, as there
were no men in their party. I also aus;ated Miss Snook who

1ived across from Edwards to move her things to the bheach.
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i 1 While at the square at Laguna and Lombard Streets I
'ﬁoiicedvthap;the sanitary conditions were very had and forced
_people'tg dig trenchesn for thelr rsfuse and in other ways .
_improve the saitary ccnditions.
‘I algo made the Japanese and Chinese move to one gide of
the square, some distance from the rest of the people

¥y foot hegan to trouble me and I thought it wige

T
o
=3
(1]
u
ct

to enable me to continue the work the following day.

mn Y yre d 11 v 3 o s 3

The follwecing morning April 20 T met, Captain Dunwoody
and he f01d me that the MeCuLLocy ¥as in and that he had a

letter asking for arms to be used in Sansalito, as they were
expecting trouble and advised me 1o (o over,which I did, and
reported to Captain Cantwell. Captain Cantwell wished me 2%
sleep that night and go cn duty in the ftown the following night.
After thinking the matter over, I ssked Captain Cantwell, to
allow me to go hack to San Francisco and continue straighten-
ing things out in the Square at Tombard and Laguna Streets,
which I did, and I worked until early in the morning running
water pipe for the convenience of the reople in the square.

The following morhing the Marines from the war ships were
put on duty around the square, 50 thedir was nothing more for
me to do there,

After resting a few hours I reborted to Captain Wren,
who was assisting General Funston,and was given an automonile
to carry dispatches und continued this duty the rest of the
day.

Sunday morning I met one of the men from the BMAR and
he told me he had orders in his pocket for iHr. McMillan and
his men to return to the vessel, so 1 also reported to the
Ship.

Respectfully,

t7/;%?”@§?’~4—¢/z/’

2d Asste IngrdioS.R.C.5,

\d/

Respectfully submitted

Captain, R C.S., Commandinp.
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) | _TREASURY DEPARTMENT TELEGRAM.
WU 562 A NY QM K 51 Paid Govt.

' ’ k‘;l:‘ '(\\f
o San Francisco Calif., May 4 1906s "
Rt
TO Hon., Secretary of the Treasury, . N
W&shington, D.C. - /!

. [}
<

gir: "Golden Gate" placed under orders of Admital Goodrich U S‘ N !
ggﬁogggrrgg m(;ggﬁ?im I{amlgttton' Aﬂxiil'asrd released from Navy on Ma.::rf '
.. egular duties while umder navy perfo '
required by Collector Stratiton. v P med all dutles

Lieu‘ﬁi . DOdge .

Copied May 5 1906. ,';ﬁ-l P st /(7 \“"""‘".

/. (« PP A ", 8
RECEIVED AT TREASURY BUILDING AND REFERRED TO. ’

2

COPY. . |
TREASURY DEPARTMENT TELEGRAM.

wu 232 CH Q8 JN 113 Collect Govt.

Oakliand Calif., Apr. 22 1906. R

To Secretary Treasury,

Washington, D.C.

ghall try to get men back to ships today as fire is now under con-
trol plenty of men from army navy and militia to police city -
equipped with camping outfits which our men lack and I have no
means of relieving them for rest and recuperation Chronometers

of Thetis @and Bear lost in fire ghall start work on Thetis as sOOn
as I can get men have suffered much with the rest from earthquake
and Tire. If possible can some other captain make the Artic cruise
and let me remain by the Bear to get my family moved out of San
Trancisco and provided for elsewhere reply requested.

Hamlet.

Copied May 1 1906.
RECEIVED AT TREASURY BUILDING AND REFERRED TO:
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Captain 0.C.Hamlet, U.8.R.C,S., may let 1906,
Commanding U.3.Steamer BEAR.
Qakland, Cal.,

, Sir:-

Herewith is submitted my report to you of the Earth Quuake
r and Fire on the morning of the 18th instant.
| I was staying ashore at the California Hotel on the 7th
floor the night previous of the earth-quake. I was awakened
| by the earth-quake and my first instinct was self preservation,
é but after the metion had subsided I dregsed myself completely
j and left my room, - escaping with my life, later I learned
| that a friend of mine, Dr, Stingony. lost his life on the floor
above me, having been killed by the falling of a large chimney
i . Which also destreyed the fire-house next docr and wounded
‘ Chief Sullivan of the San Francisco Fire Department, who has
5' since died from his injuries.

On gaining the street I met Chicf Sngr. J.EJdorry, R.C.S.,
we then took a walk around town for a few minutes and upon
learning from the firemen that the Military had been called
out, I only delayed long enough to agsure ny mother and brother
that I was alive and then proceecd towards the ferry building
in search of either CaptainsRogers; Dunwoody or Lieut. Carmine,
as I wanted to get in touch with the highest authority, but as
I was unable to reach the ferry station on account of the fire
on the front I then proceed to he Golden Gate, where I met
Iieut. Carmine, who was then cetting his family on bwoard to
: take them to a place of safety. After consulation with Lieut.

Carmine I{ decided to come to the BEAR and THETIS and take all
the men available and report to the highest Military authority
at the Appraiser's Building.
The following are the men vho compoged the landing partye-
Boatswain Hallberg............THETIS..
| Gunner Sindtheseeeennenransons THITIS, -

Quartermaster C.Johnson..«....REAR.
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LN IBEAR.

Quartermaster W.Hickey....

Seman HlHiﬂl{..'lll'.....l COIBEAR.

Coxswain NP Nielsen. REEEEREE) .BEAR.

Fireman T.Lavery.ceeeeeeessss BEAR,

Seaman J Jolan.. sesesesssseeesMcCULLOCH .

Coxswaln AJi.RONIEeYreeees eeeosMcCULLOCH.

.

]30}[. }‘T .]‘-TOga.Vicua{:. et s 00 . ; QBEA.R.

Steward H.HamanOee ceereooeses s PEAR,

Cook YoMinatlaya@ueesaseaeees.ses REAR,

.

Boy SeBchisha.eieeeseeaeesssss BEAR.

ALl arrived with cutlasses and revolvers upen arrival
in San Francisco we proceceded to the Appraiser's Building,
where I reported to lir. Hamilton, Chief Deputy to Collector
Stratton, for such duty as might be necesgsary. He requested
me to station the ren on the different floors ag I thought
best for tke safety c¢f the building. I stationed the men on
the two floors on the S.E., corner with orders not to allow
any one to move any valuables or Government proverty from the
building unless they were authorized by Mr, Hamilton or me, and
to keep cut all sparks and keep the window casings cool. In my
opinion the party saved or helped to save the huilding.

The Men also helped the fire-department to run out hose
and keep the crowd which had congregated from interfering with
the work of the firemen. I also induced a Captain of the fire-
department to bring his engine to the corner of the building
where it did most valuable service.

Late in the arfternoon after the building wai in hy'opinion
saved and as we had no rations I proceeded to the California

Hotel where the Steward, Mr. Downing, gave the men supper nnd

L

~would not accept pay fer same or put in a bill and I hope the

Department will take suitable action in thanking or remunerating
hi After n were. _ \ .
11m. tter the men %Warough we returned *o the Appraiser's

Building where I mot JOU.
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By your direction I left tho party at the Appraiser's
Building and taking Seaman Hink with me I started in search of
General Funston, U.S.A., or liayor Schmitz, not being able to
to find Ceneral Funston, U.S.A., 1 reported to Mavor Schmitz at
the Fairmount Hotel. He inforned me that he wished me to bring
my squad there sc as to be close at hand in casge of nced. He
also placed an automible at my disposal ;o recturn to the
Appraiser's Bullding. On my return I found the party cngagea
in keeping the crowd hack fron interfering with the Fngineers,
U.S.A., who were at the time dynamiting. . *he buildings in the
vicinity of IMontgomery and Paclfic Strects. Dolan, was at this
place guarding the dynamite. The Army being in force and
having sentinals on every post that cur men occupied, and after
consulaticn with Captain Wolf, U.8.A., I withdrew the men to the
Pairmount Hotel, where the }Mayor and Chief of Pclice provided
ug with coffee and sandwiches. Upen our arrival here we stowved
several tons of dynarite and powder in tne Fairmount Hotel that
the Army authoritieé had brought in from the Presidio. The Chief
of Pclice then offered us & place to sleep in the Fairmount Ho-
tel, but preferred tc be on the outside, he then tcld us that we
couldé accupy the barn of Mrs. Hunington, in the next bleck,
which we did. This was about 12-00 P.I., the men naving becn on
duty since noon vere tired. About 2 AM,., there was a report
that a fire cngine in Chinetown was disabled for want ol men
and I proceeded there with the following men:- Chief Oiler V.
Griep, he having arrived in the meantime, alsc Seaman HINK]
Rohrer; Dolan; Quartermaster Johnuson and FPireman Lavery to nan
some, but on arriving we found the crow aliright, but needed nc-
1p in moving the engine and hose, in this we alded the crew
running the engine by hand. While ve were aiding the engine crew
the Under Sheriff drove un and asked if we could aid hinm in
removing the prisoners in the couniy jail to a1 point of safety.
T told him we weuld if he go% permission from the Mayor. Vhile
he was getting permission I heard that there was a ¢rippled
chinawom%n on Jaclsun Street beiween Kearney and Dupont and upon

investigation I ascertained that it was so, she had been abandon
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-ed apparently and could net walk; her legs having heen removed
at thc knees, so we helped her to a place of safety and then
reported at the County Jail, where I found a company of lMilitia.
I placed my squad at the disposal of the Sheriff and upon the
chaining of 28 murderers and life timers, several of whom were
under sentance of ranging and were congsidered very degsperate, I
formed the squad around the prisoners and the Militia escorted
the unchained men. I then gave orders te the men to carry drawn
revolvers and tc sheet the first man in the line who attempted
to escape, but happily there was no necd of nuch desperate means
Wic escorted the priscners to Fort Magson and then left them in
charge of the Militia.

We then returned tc the Fairmount Hotel to report to the
Meyor, ut he had in the meantime abandoned the hotel,. the fire
having crept up to it; this was ahout 9-00 O'clock when we arriv
~ed at the Fairmount Hotel o the 19th instant.

Asgistent Chief O'Brien of the Tire Department requested mo
at this point to aid him in getting men to help in moving a line
of hose and a fire engine at the Hopsking Institute of Art, so
I placed a line across California Street and llagson Strest anad
held every able bodied man who was not working and forced them
to help play the stream on the fire, we also KRIXEXHE forced the
on-lookers %o remove the coustly oil paintings and curics from
the Art Institute to the lawn c¢f the Jennie Flood Suilding,
where the canvasaes were cut from the frames and were removed
to a place of safety. We also forced the crowd to tear aown a
staging which endangered the Pairmount Hotiel.

Vhen it was seen that the buildings on the hill were doom—
ed and that it was advisable to use dynimate, Captain Curtis,
U.S.A., requested me to clear the gireets and to force all the
preople down Taylor Street, this was about 1l or 12 M. This I
broceeded te do when Captain Hagner, U.S.A.,.also arrived and
he took Magon Strzct so we forced *he people down Taylor Street
and about 4 P.IY., after consulaticn with Captain Wagner, U.S.A,,
I decided to open a grocery store that was in the path ¢f the

fire; this store was neoar Pactic & Tarxlcr Strset.

~
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We opened this store and called for volunteers and removed
&ll of the canned gocds cut o the store to a place of salety
and after we had all of these goods out of the store we issued
them to the hungry peoples and fed according to one count 1200
men and women, rost of them had children so that I think the
count ig sotfely 1400 people who wonuld otherwise have heen starve-
cd.

On the retreat from the Fairmount we were joined by a
volunteer, Meyer Katz, clothed only in trouser, hat and oilskin
coat, armed with a Winchester rifle which was empty. He did
moat efficient work and since has heen enlisted on the THKTIS
as a coal passer. I cannot say to much in his praise.

On the retreat the following men:- Johnsen;Hirk; Katz and
Hickey dragged an injured chinamen from a wrecked house; we
turned him over to the Army force for medical atiention,

I was also ferced to requisition an empty hack to remove
an aged gick women to a place of safety, this I did placing
Chief Oiler Griep in charge with orders to place her in a place
of safety. We had éousiderable trouble with gome people enforce
ing them to move out of danger. Fireman Lavery here gayé ass-
istance to an aged women and later in the day pave another
women all the money he had at the time.

At about midnight on Thursady we turned in, in a vacant
lot on the corner c¢f Valle jo and Taylor Strects, after having
posved a guard to keep the people fronm going up Tayleor Street
where dynamiting was in progress. I slept in an abandoned hed
getting my first sleep since the earth-quake. Ve turned out
about 1-30 A.M., %o get clear of a blast and after it went off
all turned in for anotier hour. I had I think in all about 3-1/2
hours sleep.

Ve had to retreat about 4-20 as the fire was gaining on us,
and we established our headquarters at Vrendeny Brewery, where
there Was a Tire crew and had our hreakfast. IEichigha, our cock
gave cofiec to the Tiremen and others to the number of about

fifty people frem about 5 to S [ reeret to state that later
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in the day or aboui 10 A.f., he disa eared from sight and wags
v ’ C

found by Seaman Dolan in the toilet of the Brewery whers he had
tried to commnit suickle having stabbed himself in the throat
with his cutlass four times. I had Katz go te the Pregidio
Hospital for helyp and he brought a gquad of Hospital attenddnts
ifor the purpose; having worn out three horses on nis way to
the hospital with the man. From latesg reports I have heard tﬂ-
at Hshisha will rscover. I can give no reagon for this deed
unless he bhecame scarsd cor crazed with the awful sights he
witnessed.

Katz alsc broke into a burnirg building azd saved a gmall
billy goat; which is now oii the THETIS.

Yoy,

Boatswain Hallberg ir the vicinity of Virendens Brewery
arrested a Deputy Sherifl at “le instance of some citizens,

that ne was Carcliessly discharging fire-aros and vas also tell-
ing the people to £6 1nto stores and help theunselves to any-
thing that they wighed, upon investigation hy Boatswain Hallberg
ne found said party to ve under the influence of liquor and up
against a sloon bar, he therefor disarmed him and tool his

star away from him and told hin to ¢£o home. Iater he complained
to me of the action that Boatswain Hallberg had taken, and being
considerably under the influence of liquor I put him under
arrest, later we had to turn him loose on account of being sur-
rounded by fire, as we were called upon to get the pecple out

of the houses,

He asked me to surrender his star and revolver which I Ire-
fused to do, and have since turned over to you.

I also arrested a Porto Rician whom I searched for liquor
and upen finding in hig pockets three purges all fairly filled
with coin; and in one pocxet a package of pen knives which had
apparently bheen stolen from some store. I had intended turning
him over (o the Army authorities for trail but the fire forced
e o turn cur prisoners lcose to gave our lives.

During the morning I had the men posted on guard on several
saloons and with Seauan Hink I was forced to destroy approxi-

mately 100 barrely of 1igor, not Laviig force ab thc time to
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guard same, and the people at the time were all getting drunk
and were giving it away Lo any one who wished it. In this
vicinity viz.Vrendens Brovwery we opened about five grocery
stores and issued she stores to the peonle.

Wnile cmployed l1ssulng the groceries of one of the stores
Boatswain Hallberg arrested a man ot thilg time for intoxicatbion
and insubordinaticn. The other prisoner we+hiad at the time wau
only just plain druik.

We gave assistance al Lne orewery to Assistunt Chiefl
McClusky of the Fire Depariment on a hose line by forcing the
bystanders to help run it. TLater in ihe day while delivering
food to the firemen whicl u cliizen donated, with Gunner Smith,
Seaman Hink and Volunteer Kavz, Assistant Chief MeClusky came
in search of me and réquesied me to assist in nmoving another
engine and hose in the Lwaber distriat, which we did and con-
nected up same, after this assi istance had heen rendersd we pro=-
ceeded to deliver the bhalance of e Tfood Lo the destitute on
the beach and Bay Street, when the vagon was unloaded and on
the return we found and 0ld lady wno was unable to wvalk; ass-
isted her in the vagon with two other ladies who were oxhausted
= a little further on we discovered a PRliceman with o gick
wife and nurse in o buggy-his horge having died on the road we
made his outfit fast to the wagon and sent hoth rigs to the
presidio in charge of Gunner Smith.

Barlier in the day I was forced 4o compell an expressman
to haul a sick man and women to the hospital in charge of
Quartermasier Jonhnsen. On my return from issuing a load of
stores to our Headguarters I found that vicinity nearly nemmed
in by fire. Two 0ld men who wers not making very much rrogresg
in this vicinity vers nided b Hiak ana Kasz to 8scape down
Magon Street, undoubtedly they would have iost there lives had
they not been forcibly assisted, both degiring to see their

homes hurn up .
We also at this place assiusted a ¢rippled chinaman who

Was sent off in a wagon to a place of safety.
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I made & rapid search of of our headquartsrs at Wrendens
Brewery and foun none of my men there, they having proceeded
to the steam launch, laying at the Gas wharf. At this time
Fireman Lavery was assisting two aged women; *hess are the
women to whom ue gave his money. After all had assembled on
the steam launch, my bhrother, P.A0cHillan, T,S.N., who was in
gearch of ne, came up to us and offered to find us a place to
sleep and eat at the lMarine headquarters. Ve proceeded to Fort
Magon in the stéam Jaunch disembharking and sent the launch
back to the gas wharf in charge of Carpenter Tavernd and Chief
Oiler Griep. 4t Fort }Mason we obtained rations and the men
slept in the barn, ths Guaner, Boatswain and myself slept in
the tent of Hospital Steward Davidson, U.S.N.

The following morning I reported to the Mayor and he order-
ed we to report to General Funston; I there npon reportad to
Major Dunning, U.S5.A,, Chief-¢f=Stafl., he ordered me to hold
my squad in rsadiness and later on gend word by Lieut. Shoemakey
R.C.S., that we gshould return to the ship. In the meantime Lieut
Carmine, R.C.S., had rsquested me to help him deliver gsome fish
and oysters to the Preidio Houspital whence I procecded vitn
Hink, Dolan and Katz and the two drivers to the Pacfic Coast
Steamship Co., wharf, where we obtained a load of fish and
oysters and delivered the same to the General Hospital at the
Presidio. |

These oysters and trish were located by Lieut. Carmine,
R.C.S.,, and were given to him by Captain Wallace of the Pacfic
Coaét Steamship Co., and were to be deliversd to those whom
Lieut. Carmine thought most needed them, and were found to be
a very valuable acquisition to the hospital and were found to be
very accepiable. Col. Torner, T,8,A., in charge of the Preidio
Hospital thanked Tieut. Carmine, for the interest he had taken
on accomnt of the difficulty in procuring a wagon to haul
them but rinally sucesded in getting a hrewvery wagon, which

the owners of the gsame willingly did.
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The launch having been sent for and returned with hlankets
the men slept at TFort Mason Saturday.night.

I accompanied TLieut. Carmine, to the Baltimore Hotel to
slcep, this bheing my first sleep under cover since the earth
quake and fire.

Sunday morning got underway in the steam launch and de-
livered a letter on bhoaurd the U.3.S.MARBLAHEAD.

The launch boiler giving considerable trouble Irom leaky
tubes went alongside the U.S.5.McCULLOCH to get assistance,
Captéin Cantwell, 1.C.5., offered to tow us to Oakland Creek,
gtating tat he was coming over, bhut at this time you came
alongside in W.,A.Boole & Son's launch and offered to tow us
over, while walting for ;you went to Meipgs Wharf wnd wnile thers
Pilot Jordanm asked me o put him ahoard the Pilot hoat Gracie
Sey, Which I did and helped?ﬁglget undervay, later on you came
and towed ug over to Oakxland Cresx.

I regret to say thatl pistol and one cutlass were lost.

During the whole time the men were outi ithey had very little
or no sleep and very poor provisions.

We worked so continuously that we lost all trace of time
or date. The nen worked cheerfully throughout the whole time,
never attempting drink or loot, heing ready for any and all
emergencies and heing at all times a credit to the service.

It would he impossible to single out any one for special
praise.

Trusting that boti you and the Department will epprove
of my actlion in takiag the initiative and my subsequent acts,

I am,

Respecifully,
Zd [) E‘ngl‘. T.I.S.R-C.-‘l

-

Captain, U.S.R.U.8.,/

Uommanding
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San ffrancisco,
Anxdd 86, 1906,

don. . 5. Stratton,
| Collector.
_DearWSir - .
Certain employoes of the Customs Service arc taking
upon themseives individual eredit Lfor saving the “ppraisexs' Huilding
from destruction b fire, and I hope you will not give 100 rmeh
eredence to the itoles of individual valor dlsplaved by any one |
pecson, until the {acts are known, lest honor may he wnjustly
bestewed on those least ontitled to it,

“any of the custonm employecs did gallant work, but some, I
regret to say, 4id not ddlsplay an overahundonce zeal.

Uutsiae of the goldiors detoiled to proteét this Government
propexty, the men (about 20) sent ﬁere hg the Rev. Cuttor Boaxr on
wednesday, the 16th,ddd most gallant woxk in preventiing the south
end of the bhuilding Lrom taking fire, and arc entitled to groat
credit thercflor.

S Tharsday, the 194h, muoh credid is due to a mumbexr of
customs employees for assistance, until late at night, in fighting
Tire at +the corner of Jackaon and lontgomery sireets.

on iridey, the 20th, moro custums employees than proviously
were on duty, and most ol thom assisted %o the hest of their ability
in fighting fire. on that date Admiral Goodxicel:, in resanonse to a
note from me addressedl to any officer of a Rev. Cutter, but which

note reached the Admiral instead, sent 20 men %o this huilding who
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did mostngallsnt woxk in fighting fire from %ho north end of the
building. I am told these men were from the war vessel "Chicago",

My attention was particularly directed, at various times, to
certain individuals through gallant and dangerous acts performed,
and upon inquiry was informed that they were lLieutenant Sargent
of the "Chicago", Lieutenant Froeman of Mare Island Fire Tugs 4
and REdwexrd Lyons, an employee of the Southern Fachfic Co. in Hr.
Horsbursh's department. I hope I have learned thesc names correctly,
because the men I have in mind are entitled to great credit for gallant
meritorious, and dangerous work performed, and too much honor cannot
be bestowed upon them.

There are others whose names I could not learn who are also
entitled to much credit, and 1 rezrot their names are unknown-to me.

Respectfully,
Ne B¢ Farley,

Deputy Collector.
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Y. 8. Steanex Thetid,
Oakland (al,

~

May 9, 1906,
Capt. 0.C,Hamlet, U,8,R.C.8,,
Siy: Commanding,
In compliance with your request 1 respectfully submit the following
account of my life and movements during the earthquake and fire in
San grancisco; April 18th - 2lst,

I was living in the palifornia Hotel and occupied the room
725 -on 7th floor of that huilding,

April 18, b5-14 a,m, Awakeneq by violent shaking of the
building, I remained in hed while the motion contimied, Under the
impression that the hotel was astesl structure, I trusted in its
ability to stand the strain and felt no great concern as to my own
safety. I listened intently to the noise from without; my window
being wide open, the crashing of the chimneys on roofs of the frame

- structures in the rear of the hotel was a continual roar, broken
only by the louder thundering us the high hotel chiinneys fell, The
tank on the roof of the theatre adjoining slopped its water like a
bucket on a freight truck,

As soon as the motion ceased I dressed hurriedly in my usuul
street costums and started down stairs, On the way aown I gave my
hat awgy to a distressed gentleman and returned to my room for
enother, Going down sgain, at the 3d floor I assisted to move a
"lady who had been injured in the next building, to one of the
chambers.

W room was in the west wing of the house and very little plaster
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had fallen there; hut dn the front of the house and at the arches
in the corridors considerable plastering; and some bricks had fallen,
and people in that pa?%‘of the house were considerably scared,

On reaching the office I found most of the guests of the hotel
gathersd in the lobby and in the street in front, in vurious con-
ditions of drese according to temperament, but no panic or undue
excitement, .

5-30 a.m, In company with Mr Hugue of the A,H,8.S.00.,I took
a walk hurriedly through the husinese and commercial part of the
.city to ohee%e the effects of the sarthquake, Our course was from
hotel up Bush Strect to Grant, to Market, to wremont, to Miseion,
return to Market, to Battery, to Broudway, to water front, along
water front to Howard, to 2d.,, to and across Market to Post, to
Kearny, to Bush, to hotel,

6 a.m. As we enterad the hotel we were told hy Mr G,R,Bullen
that one of the guests of the house, Dr Stinson,was buried under the
bricks of a fallen chimmey on the 8th floor, We hurried upstairs
and with others worked with all possible haste in digging away
bricks, mortar and debris, in hopes of saving the mans life, After
two hourgwork the body, still warm but lifeless, was recovered,

The houy was laid out in the next chember, I then returned to
my own room, chinged my clthes and took a rub down, I was so fatigued
from the exertions of our life saving attempt that rest was
absolutely necessary, I returned howsver to the room where the dead
man lay and sat down there, staying hy while preparations were
being made for the removal of the hody., Frem tne window of this room

on the 8th floor T could look over the lower part of the city.

The fire was spreading rapidly and seemed to be continuous from
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ahout 5th street to the water front, and north, east of Sancome strest
to Clay, After un hours rest T was much refreshed and being re-
lieved of the watch at the dead body, I debended to the Lobhy,

10 a.m, Walked south on Kearny to watch the fare; the call
building was hurning at this time, Returned anc¢ meeting a friend with
a buggy, we rode north on Montgomery strset to Washington, The
guards would not allow us east of ﬁontgomer.y in t}‘;is; locality,
Looking down Washington Strest T could not teo any fire near the ppp#
raisers building at this timoe, We returnsd to the hotel and later
walked to tones giérset nour Market to watch fire in that direction,

Until about mid-day I had felt confident that the fire would be
checked at Market §treet on the south and at Sansome Street on the
east, So sure was I of this that | made no attempt to get my haggage
reagy, notwithstanding the fact that my orders to the THRTIS,
received on the 16th,, made it my proper course to pursus even if
there had been no fire goinghgﬁ. My discouraging physical condition
of the previous eight monthshleft me with no thought of my services
being of any use to the novermment or to the burning city,

1-30 p.m/ Walked north on rearny Strect ang by roundahout way
to the nbrth end of the Appraisers building, Here 1. met Deputy
Collector Hamilton and with him walked around to the cormer of
Montgomery and Washington Btreetb. The fire Wus burning on hoth sides
of Sansome south of Viflbhlq,ton I remulned in this vicinity until the
Appraisers builuing seemed to he out of danger, I then made my way
to the top of Telegraph Hill to watcl: the fire, While here T saw the
fire breuk across ?’fontgomery Street following what appeared to he

a premature explosion of aynamite, The sight of the fire from
this place wae apalling, The flames wers mounting higher than the
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flag pole on the Call Ruilding of the wireless telegraph pole on the
Merchants Exchange,

Convinced now that the hotel was in danger y returned , going
roundabhout hy way of Knob Hill to observe the fire now spreading"V,
farther west and south beyond the plty Hall wnd Post Qffice, R

A genersal exodus was goilng on towards worth‘peach and over the
hille towarde the parks, All kinds of vehicles were being pressed
into service from automohiles, trucks , carrisges und delivery wagons
to pony curte, toy wagons and hahy carrigges, Chinamen were ars ging
trunks with ropes, in adaition to their customary poles and sacks,

4 p.n, Arrived at the hotel; met Asst Fngr McMillan with a
gquad of men from the Bear and Thetis, Mc Millan informed me that he
had boen workin, with the squad at the Appraisers building and had-
come to the hotel to get a dimmer for his men,

I consulted with Mr McMill:n (who had a trunk at the hotel) and
also with Mr Bullen und Mr §or13, guests of the houce; and we decided
to try to get our ba gage to Megge Jharf and put 1t on the golden
Gate or the wartley, The men from the Bear assistea to get the
baggage down staire. MeMillan and squad then left to go on duty at
the M ayor's office,

Bullen succecdea in engua ging o small one horse express wagon
on which we packed most of our buggage, With the load, Bullen, Corry
and myself started north on Dupont §treet intending to avoid the hill
by going thréugh chinatown. At Sacrsmento Street however we found
lines of hose leading up the hill guarded hy sentries with strict
orders to allow no one to cross them, We turned to the westiward and
tried to climb the hill but found it to be imposeible with the

load of trunke. No other course being open so far as we knew we
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concluded to return to the hotel , leave the trunks there ung &0 on
with the light baggage, trusting to luck that the hotel builaing would
turn out to te ae fireproof as advertiseq,

Bullen and Corry started for North Beach with the light gear und
I remained at the hotel with the tmnks, Being mucl fatigued I sat
down and thought over the eituation, regretting npt a little,of the
wasted time of the morning,

7-30 p.m, Got supper in the dining room, a few sorvauls of the
house having rewmained, Later wulked out to Rost on Kearny; the
Occidental hotel was burning with great fury, The Crocker Woolworth
Bunk took fire as t watched it. West on ost Street to ymion Square,
found the park filling with refugees and their luggage.; decided that
this open ground afforded a chence of saving our trunks, T returned
to the hotel and tried to find a conveyance, Not even a vheelbarrow
was to be had, Many people were dragging trunke along the pavements,
others rolled them, still others tore them open when tired, selected
the most highly prized articles , elung tl:em over their shoulder and
trudged on, ahendoning the trunks, I concluded that t could drag tru nks
myself, I dragged one trunk by the handle and made the four blocks
to Union gquare successfully, Found a¥'ope ana and made a second trip
more euslly, On starting for the third trip } tound a colored mun with a
warehouse truck not in use, Aftcr some argument T pursuaded him to
help me get the the rest of bagege for a fee of five dollars, Having
secured all the trunks in iy charge and piled them in a flower bed in
the square i returned to the hotel, The heuc clerk was taking the

valubles out of the sufe,~I was reminded that T had but little

money on my person and would surely need mose, The clerk kindly
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10-30 p,m, The fire hy, Crossed Pine Stroet into the block
on which the hotel stood, Aftep I had resteq 4 little loft the houge
and mage Iy way up Knoh Hill to the home of gn old schoolmste where T
hoped to fing a lodging for the night, The houge Was full however with
refugees, gt least 4ppeared to he, I sat down on the steps fop some
time to rest, then started for Nieges Whars, hoping to fiyg the Bolden
Gate,

Golng down the hill 1 foung the people along the routg eleeping
in the doorways or out on the street, ‘Khe‘steep 8rassy streets geemed
to be favorite resting places, The bavements vere strevn with aban-
doned lu gage of all kings, Chinamen werg Pouring out of Chinatown 1n
hordes; the burning 6f great, qﬁantities of emall explosives there
wug like musketr; ang together wity the hooming of dynamite by the
fire fighters, Buggested a great hattle,

At Meggs Whars the Golden gate W&E not to he foung and [ contin-
Ued on to 1ombarg Street wharf in search of her without succoss. On
thig journey I witnessed the Wrecking of a Fire Department truck in
0ne of - the fisgureg made by the earthquake, gue to the carelessnegs of
the driver, The street here formerly g level grade ig sunken in
Places ang Seumea with flssures, some of them as mycp as & foot wide,

I returned o Mo ge Yharf ing there feil 1p With several mep
from the Begr who had heen tent down there ¢, take care of the

fartley 1 usually moored, It wag noy about 1-3p a.m,, I wag very tired
ind laid down in the launch ung tried to sleep,
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April 19,

4 a.am, I left the Cub having found sleep impossible gg I had
growm cold ang stiff, I wag considerably resteq however ang stérted for
Knob Hill again curious tg g8t a view of Union Square, anxious ahout
M bagsage, Arriving i tye orner of Masor and California Streete I
found a tireq englne crew vorking with g disabledh ongine, I helped to
haul it out of the Way add get the hoge to 4 nev one, The fire wasg
burning on hoth sides of Powell and Bush stresls less thun g block
below, While ebanding at the cormer watching the fire T noticed un
old man leaning on i gate part way down the hill on Muson Strect, ne wg
Was evidently in great dlstress, Tt wag but a few rods from the fire
and he appeared to he too weak to go'further. I aseisted him up the
hill and to 4 place of temporwﬁy safety,

6 auan. T could not &€t sight of Undon Square on account of the
fire and smoke in that direction, concluaed to go to the homo of
my old schoolmate Tracy who liveq on Jones Street near Clay, but g
few blocks away., I found the people of the houge just leaving,
everyone overloaded with luggegse, feelng the ladies of the house
struggling with baskets and bundles, nothing else occurred to me bhut
to help with the load, T made two tripe with them from Jones to
Broderick Street, |

3 p.m, I left my fri'ends,after a rest and a lunch which I enjoyed
much, as it was the firgt fcod eince leaving the hotel, T mage my way -
towards Megse Whars in hopes of firding a novermment veseel on which T
could get some eleep, On the way stopped several times to help
tired refugees up the hille with their baggage, Arriving at the
Golden Gateds usual mooring berth I found no vesgel there so contin-
ued to Lombard street . A ferry boat was at the next slip taking

et A
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at there werg very few people coming that way at the time I concluded
t0 go on to the maip ferry and get & Quicker pascage to Oaklang,

>

Arriving at the ferry building I just miseed a hogt and had to wait

-

until 7-20, I muge Y weg to the Rear g, Booleds yard where I got a
supper ang a £00a nighte rest,

April 29,

7 a,m, Lisutenant Carming arrived much fatigued from a nighte

vork fighting fire in the c¢ity,

9-30 a.m, Teft the Bear on the launch of Boole & Son for gQan
francisco,’ intending if Possible to get o Union Square ang find m |
trunks, Roatswain Thurber, Chief Oiler Loken anda.fireman from the

which had not returned, Arriving at Megge Wharf we foung the Golden gate
there bhut diq not find the Cub, 1 consulted with Lisutenant Dodge and
Cnief Engineer Dorry., The fireman wag sent helow to help out in

the fireroom of the Golden gate « With Thurber ang Loken T made my

way to Union Square through the burned district, found no sign of
my trunks where I hag left them but after a long search diecovered one
of them on un 9xprese wagon which was being loaded with unclaimed
baggage for transportation to Ouklang, Coneluding that the rect of

man in charge¥starteqd back for Megge Pharf, returning by way of Market
Street and the water front,
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Planking, At the same instant another was reported on the roof of
Pler 27, The firet fire T showed to the watchman, then hurried with

the men to pier 27, A laader wae found ineide , the watchman procured
two buckets ang ropes, Loken climbed on the roof and put out the -fire,
Another fire soon started and we passed up more water and put it out,
I ordered Loken to stang by on the roof to watch for more fires, Soon
othere started and Thurber climbed up to help ;,oken. an officer of the
8tate Harbor Police (#20) and myself paseing the water up to them,

About 2-3p the police Officer left me in charge of the dock and
weut to help at the other wharves and to get assistance from the tugs
1f possible, The north side of Telegraph Hill, the lumber yards and the
8ea Wall Wharf were burning fiercely, Fires bagan catching in the
Planking ineide the wharf shed along the exposed side, T put them out
with the assistance of discouraged wharfinger and straggling refugess,

About 3 oclock the fire increased, a stream of refugees from the
Ltalian quarter was pourtng past towards the ferry; mary sto;fénd appeal
to me to have a hoat come and take them; meny abandoni/ﬁart of their
sffects, often tearing bundles open leaving inflammable material
littered about which soon caught fire and added materially to the
danger to the wharf, The work of drawing up water, passing part of it
to the men on the roof, using more to put out fireg inside, encouraging
discoursged refugees to percevere for a few blockse more, directing an
occasional rattled sentry what to doy all kept me very busy for a time,
About 3-15 I hired a emall boy to help put out fires, giving him an
abandoned tea kettle for the purpose, I pursuaded sevaeral other refugees
to help watch for gparks and tried to hire several ahle bodied ones to
help pu t out fires but all seemed discouraged and considered the effort
hopeless, The men on the roof began to get alecouraged, Thurber com-

plained of the heat geveraltimes, A hox of oranges had been abandoned
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near by, I passed up a number to the men to encourage them, The fire con
tinued to get nearer but an undercurrent of air from the Bay was making
the conditions better on the dock, A car of live chickens wae stand-
on the track across the street: It looked as though the firs was

surely going to sweop that side of the street, A tender hearted
gentleman appeuled to me to have the car broken open to free the fovls,
I authorized him to break the car open with any tool amailable, He did
60 and soon the street swarmed with chickens crowing with satisfaction
at gaining freedom, In a short time I was besieged with hungry réfugees
who needed chickens, I gave them permission to take all they could
catch,

4 p,m, Fires began catching from small sparke in the cracks of the
wharf plaenking, the air current carrying the smoke down to the under
gide so that 1t wac not seen until it was noticed issuing from the edge
of the wharf on the other side, This was serious hut we managed to put
them all out, _

4-20 p.m, Tug "Relief"" arrived and wet down the outer end of the
dock and shed, Tater the ﬁug“’Marldlwn“ arrived and wet down the inner
end of wharf and shed, also the farry slip on the north side where my
hiredboy had been doing excellent work in putting out eparks, The
Markham ran a hose up to the vicinity of. the neareet lumber yards
north of the bonded warehousee, Ahout 4-5Q the Golden Gate arrived and
ran hose up to vicinity of the lumber yards, On the arrival of the
second tug the men on the roof came down und aseisted with the hose,

About 5-35 a Special Officer chot down a man near hy who had
grabbed a sentry's rifle and run with it, I helped to put the wounded
man on an abandoned mattress &nd sent a boy from the Golden Gate to
bring water for him, The Chief Wharfinger pasced soon after in a buggy -

and I requested him to notify & surgeon if he had opportunity, Some
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time passed and as no surgeon cume and the man still lived, I cent &
sallor,who happened hy,to to the ferry with instructions to report to
the officer in charge of the guard there that a wounded man was in
need of attention, No one came snd the man died in about two hours,

6 p.m, QI inepected the rear of honded warshouses at Sansome and
Lombard gtreets; found a fire smoldering in the shed in the rear of
one of the buiddinge; carried the burning muterial to the street and
stamped it out, Returning towards the docks ry ettention was called
to smoke lssuing from the euves of the Americean fun go's factory K Sent
the watchman up to pu% it out , He returned ang reported it out; but
as the smoking continued I went up myself and found the fire still
smoldering in the roof hoarding next the iron sheeting of the roof,

I put the fire out myself , using an empty can and a buc ket of water
brought by the watchmen, after cutting awey some of the boarding

with a hatchet, I stayed hy until the roofing was cool enou h to dmsure
me that the fire wac all out,

7 to 8 p.m; Inspected the coal and wood yard snd stahles at
Greenwich and Battery §treets, found much inflammable material littered
about.; directed and assisted men with private hoee from the Italian-
Swiss Colony Building to wet the inflammuble stuff aown, Sailors and
marines arrived and continued thitd werk, They succesded in checking the
firs east of Battery and south of Filhert Street,

7-30 to 9 p.m, Assisted to put out a fire in u woodon hridge bet-
woen the buildings of the American Sugar Refinery ahove gansome etreet,
This work was completed by a squad of marines under Lieutenant Hopkins
from the Chicago.

9-20 p.m, All fires were out between Filbert and chestnut gtreets
east of Telegraph Hill, A fire was emoldering in the warehouse of the

California fruit Qamners ®o on Gansome gtreet, It looked as though one -
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more strem of water could save it and several adjoining hulldings,
All the tugs in the vicinity appeared to be husy, I returned to rombard
8treet wharf intending to raport tie conditions, get the men from the
Bear and go with them to nakland for the night, I found that the vessels
there had gone and the men wers not, about,

9-25 p.m, Started for the ferry, Pussing the body of the dead man
examined it, found it cold and stiff, Along the railway tracks south of
Filbert otreet the tuge were still fighting the fire, Many refugses had
reached the district burned over the day before and had camped there,
The street was strevn with abandoned luggage. A northwest wind was
blowing and the clouds of smoke and dust wers at times almost blinding,

10- 2 took the ferry for Quklamd wund arrived on the Bear at
11 oclock, I haa no supper but had lunchad on oranges when the work on
the whart gave me ouportunity fo.. the supper was not miesed,

April 21,

On this day T accompanied you in the launch to Fort Mason, Sausglito
and the Presidio, Landing at Tort pason about 2 p,m, 71 made ny way
to the scens of the fire on the night befors, I found that about two
blocks more had heen destroyed hut the fire had heen finally controlled,
I then went to the Appraisers building where § met yr Carmine and Capt,

Wolfe of the Armu Captain Wolfe informea us that he had arranged to

- - AL i ik dla Aawmedecoawe MildAdins Wit that as the
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I remained at the Appraisers Building throughout this day end the
following night to he of use in case the fire engine was neoded, I
spent the day in the office writing and while there another slight
earthquake shock occurred, I continued 1y writing with considerable
difficulty. The shock to my nerves was far worse than the heavy shake
of the 18th, )

April 23,

On this day I hunted up my hagguge and succeeded in finding two
of my own trunks, those of iMr McMillan and Mr Bullen, stored in a stable
in RBast Qakland, I got them delivered on hoard the Bsar at the usual
cost of such service,

April 24,

Went to San Francisco to look for my remaining trunk, In Union
Square, In the eide of a small house built of trunks, I found my own
trunk, near hy a valise helonging to Mr porry, the last of the haggege
left in my charge, to be he accounted for, By paying the occupant of
the house a tip of one dollar he consented to send hoth articles to
Oakland on the first express wagon going that way, This he did and I

received them at the vessel a short time after- arriving there,

April 25th and to the present time T have hoen busy with my duties

on hoard the Thetis,
Respectfully, )\( 0

Chief Engineer, U.S.R.C.5.
Respectfully transmitted,

Captain, R. P % oy Commanding.“
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UNITED STATES REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE,

DFFICE OF PurcHASING OFFICER, PACIFIC COAST,
APPRAISER'S BUILDING, ROOM 77,

SAN Francisco, CaL, MaY 75 1906.

The Honorable, .

The Secretary of the Treasury,

Washington, D.C.

Sir:

I have the honor to submit the following report cover-
ing the actions and work of myself, Charles Johnson, Boatswain,
UsSsReCeSey and Wi X, Reddin,Shipswriter,U.S.R.C.Se, on detail
in the General Store and Office at San Francisco,Cal., since
the earthquake and beginning of the great conflagration on
the morning of April 18,1906, vhich practically destroyed the
metropolis of the Pacific Coast, Wednegday April 18,1906,
/ First day, in order of events after the shock that killed
many people, desiroyed or damaged thousands of houses and
rendered heomeless, nearly the entire population of the City of ’
San Francisco, my first action, after assisting my family to
escape from the nofel in which we were living at the time, was
to seek a place of refuge for them, in order that I might assist,
free handed, in the great work of caring for and helping others,
who were less fortunate in escaping the dangers, without physical
harmg . About 9 A.M. this date I sent 9 refugees including my
wife and smsll son from San Francisco to Ozkland by Steamers

Golden Gate and General Sternberg, four of the number including

[~

Mrs Carmine and scn took refuge on the Bear, while the other &
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sought places with relativee or friends on shore. I then
pProceeded with all possible d&spatch to the Appraisers Build-
ing, rescued from the safe in Offi ce, public and private moneys
on hand, the purchasing officer's Great Ledger, all unsettled
accounts, vouchers and bills qg'recent issue, packed them in a
box for easy transportation; refilled the safe with official
records belonging to the Service, locked and left same to share
the fate of the building, whbch at that time secemed doomed to
total destruction by fire. The box of money, ledger, vouchers,
store lists, account books and bills belonging to the Generel
Store, I transferred, personally, to Meiggs wharf and placed it
on board the Revenue Steamer Hartley for safety, pilot 7Wilson
being in charge at the time. Nothing could be removed from
the office beyond such articles; or records as I could carry in
hand hurridly. The General Store at this time was surrounded

by fire on three sides, and soon the whole block on which it

was located becume one great mass of flames, it was impracticable

to even approach the vicinity, besides fire lines had been
egtablished and gua#ded by the regulars,U.S. A,

Boatswain Johnson, who lives in Oakland, was prevented
from reachiné the City, during the entire day, s all trans-
portation by water had been cut off early in the morning, just
after the earthquake. Mr. Reddin reported for duty, and
remained in the office until word had been passged that the
building was unsafe, when he cleared out along with the other
civil employees of the Government.

After securing the money and records on board the Hartley,

I again reached the vicinity of the General Store only to find
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the whole place in flames and nearly burnt out; the remainder
of the day and night I spent in packing up necessary wearing
apparel belomging to my family and transporting same on ny
shoulders to foot of Van Ness Avenue, a comparative place of
safety at that time; during this work I assisted sevoral
persons with their baggage, helped exhansted ones to safer
places of rest, and provided such food, as was obtainable, to
those who were apparently suffering from hunger and thirst.
Thuraday, April 19-

Second day, began with assisting people to move their
personal effects to the streets, and loading wagons with same
for transfer, to points of safety. Ros'n Johnson having
succeeded in reaching San Francisco by first and only steamer
in the morning, reported for duty at the Appraisers Building,
not finding me there he came to Van Negs Avenue and found me
about noon, I directed him to return to Oakland at first
opportunity and report on Bear or Thetis for duty with the
crews of those vessels. Mr. Reddin I did not see this day,
though he made every effort to find me, but failing returned td
his home and cared for 5 or 6 panic stricken women and children
who were alone and practically helpless. In the afterncon
when the fire ha& reached Van Ness Avenus on Fast Side,
volunteers were called for,to aid the exhausted firemen, who
were making a last stand to save the Western and Northern sec-~
tions of the City. I joined tne ranks of volunteer firemen
and worked on the hose lins (at nozzle) until about 4 o'clock

next morning, when we had succeeded in beating down the fire

al van Ness Avenue and Sutter Street, thereby insuring thne
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safety of the Western Addition under, the then, prevailing
conditions,
Friday, April 20th-

Third day, I reached the Bear about 7.30 A, , exchanged
my wet clothing for dry, obtained food, a suit of wniform,
provided myself with arms,ammunition,canteen and fresh water,
then returned to San Francisco; reached %he Appraisers Building
about 7 PuM.;  found it to be the only structure in vicinity
not seriously damaged by fire, and at that time well guarded by
20th Infantry,U.S.A., under command of Captain Wolfe. There
velpg nothing I could do at this point, pushed on to Fort Mason
and reported to General Funston,H,S.A,, Commanding Military
Forces at San Francisco for further duty and detail.

Saturday, April 21-

Fourth day. On duty with Major McKinstry,H.S.A,, Corps
kngineers. In the afternoon while around Pacific Coast S.S.Co's
wharf was informed by Captain Thos.Wallace,Superintendent of the
line, that a lot of fresh halidut and oysters in shell had arrived

from the North, and would be willingly released from the wharf

-upon proper authority, for the aid of the suffering., I conveyed

this offer to Military Headquarters, was furnished with a wagon,
and withQ Mr, C‘:Af:‘r;lv’fcl\{illa%‘maiiﬁa his squad of men to handls and
guard the stores, hauled over a ton of the halibut and oysters
out to the General Hospital at the Presidio, and turned them
over to Col. Tomney,U.S.A., who was in charge of the sick and
suffering at that institation. This work was completed about

11 P.H,

During this day I sent by wireless, to Mare Island, for
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trasnmittal to Weshington,D.Cs, the following telegram, this
being my first opportunity to get off a mes3age of any
description:
Secretary Treasurj,

Washington, D.C,

General Store and stock total 1oss!office and records
safe, have been on fire line work thrée days. Reported to
General Funston this morning for further detail.

Carmine,
Sunday, April 22:

Fifth day. Met Mr. Reddin, Stenographer, directed him
to go to office, clear up wreckage to best advantage, and
then look after his family which were very much in need of
his services at home. In the forenoon acted as Qfficers
guard on twenty three millions dollars in securities and
negotiable notes belonging tot he Crocker-Woolworth Bank, during

transfer from the Golden Gate to Safe BDeposit vaults corner
Powgt,Montgomery and Market Streets, San Francisco. In the
afternoon under Major McKinstry's orders, made survey of sntire

“outer limits of the burned Bistrict, and charted up the results
on guide mapJ'for official use and reference at Military Head-
quarters. Completed the survey and turned in one finished
chart about 9.30 P.M.

Monday, . ,April 23,

Sixth day. Received word that Captain Hamlet,U.S.R.B.S.,
had been placed in command of Revenue Cutter Forces at San
Francisco; made 7 official copées of thez . Pruceding days
survey work on fire limits, turned them in to Major McKinstry

U.S¢A., then reported to Military Secretary for release from
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General Funstonds Headyuarters in order to report to Captain
Hamlet,U.S.R.Ce 8., for further instructions and duty.
Tuesday,April 24.

Reported to Captain Hamlet,U.S«ReCe 3y, was by h}m
directed to report to Lieutenant ¥,G.Dodge,U.SeReCe Say for
duty on the Golden Gate, joined that vessel same day and remain-
ed on patrol duty of the harbor, during the 24th,25th and 26th,
On the evening on the 26th was directed by Captain Hamlet, to
resume my duties in the office, relieving Captain F.3. Dunwoody,
UsSeRaCo S, who had been placed in charge of the office tempor-
arily.

Friday, 27th.

Received written instructions from Captain Hamlet, assign-
ing me to regular duty in the office of purchasing officer,
and directing that Bos'n Johnson also return to his duty in
connection with the work of the General Store, I was also
~directed in these orders to try and make necessary arrangements
for fitting out the Thetis with General Stores,-and instructed
verbally, while in conference with Captain Hamlet, to wire all
results of my efforts to the Department direct without waiting
to pass same through him,

Saturday, 28th.

Visited Mare Island Navy Yard, called on Commandant and
_General Storekseper, ekplained the situation of our losses in
the San Francisco fire; and desired to know if their stock on
hand would permit a supply of general stores to our vessels on
the Pacific Coast, should the Department desire to fit out the

ships, as usual from tnis port. Admiral McCalla)and Pay
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Insgector Carpenter both informpd me that they would be very
glad to honor our requisitions for anything they carried 'in
stock, either gencral stores, or rations, and they thought
reasonably quick despatch could he effected, though trans-
portation facilities were very congested, and stil) remain so.
Sunday, April 29.

Occupied throughout the day in packing remaining rersonal
effects left in San Francisco and arranging to have them
transferred to Oakland.

Monday, April 30,1906,

Took up the work in regular order at the office, straighten-
ing out accbunts, preparing records for an official report on the
public property destroyed, that was under my charge. Bos'n
Johnson has been set to work overhauling the debris where the
General Store stood, Yo ascertain if there remain among the
ruing any articles of use or vualue to the Government; work
in any direction will be very slow for a long time hence. We
have no trensportation facilities in this portion of the City,
except to pick ones way among the ruins, no fresh water, and
nothing to eat, beyond what is brought from ones own home,
wherever that may be.

I wish to commend Bos'n Johnson and Shipswriter,Reddin
for their services and excellent wdrk throughout the great
calamity. Both of these men have each day worked very hard
under most trying circumstances, if at all times not directly
under military authority, their line of work was to assist and
care for people in distress, wher@ver -  they were found. Bos'n

Johnson sheltered 7 refugees in his home in Oakland and is
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8till caring for that number until they can find other quarters,
I respectfully enclose herswith one copy of guide made,

showing the area destroyed by fire. The limits as shown by

the green lines were established Sunday, April 22, 1906,

s B Bl e

-~
L M A R I A A A S B N R T

lst.Lisut. ,Ua SsReCe S ’
Purcha91ng Officer,P.C.

Approved and respectfully forwarded,

o-c-.%..a.auc(c

Cdptdln Uo «ReCo
Commanding U.S.Revenue Cutter Forces,
San Francisco, Cal.















;-i_On;fvi-é,tjniping.,.to:'San Fraz;oi'éoo, the Brig LURLINE was seen flying di—
stress signals. I steamed alongsi‘de and arresged two mutineers and
handed them over to the U:8sS.MARBLEHEAD. By this tims, the fire
.that we had b.een fighting had swept the west part of Nodth Beach ai-
stict, it had reached the water front and was travelling eastward
rapidly, destroping buildings and thousands of feet of lumbers Ve
proceeded with the vessel to the West side of Lombard Street wharf
and made fast. As this part of the City is considerably controled

5,,~ow:lng to the proximity of Telegraph Hill it was conaidared tho nost

| advaniageouz part to attack the fires Oowr nose m run ant and con—

nected with the City line, and fram 4s45 P.M. to 7:45 P.M, fought the

fire and helped check 1t at this point. In this work, the Piers
between Loandard Street and the Ferries were saved, for had it gone
east of this point every Pier along the water front would have un—
doubtedly deen swept awaye. After swbdueing this fire, smoke was
seen coming from under the eves of the Sea Wall U.S.Bonded Varehouse
and in order to get to the burning part, a portion of the roof had
to be cut away; This owr men did, and maxing a clearing, dragged

and the contents of the building saved. While this work was going
on, vandalism was rampant, firing here and there was kept up dy
hidden rowdies when finally one men (a longshoreman) was shot and
killed, but owr work went on until we had stopped the fire and at
7,45 P.M. gathered in the hose, cast off and stesmed to Sausalito
where we landed men belonging to the U.Si:Steamer BZAR and THETIS on
the McCULLOCHe  Then proceeded tc the wharf and made fast at 9.00
P.M. to give the men a much needed resgte.

April 21st. After £illins; the fresh water tanks at the Quaran-
tine station on Angel Island, and taking on board Captain J.C.Cantwell
UsSeReCeSey Of the UeS.S.McCULLOCK and the men belonging to the BEAR
and THETISy I proceeded with my command to San Franoiscos We landed
rassengers at Black Point, and took on board a number of refugees and |
landed them at various points on the Bay. Then we went to the Pacific
Mail Dock and delivered the records belonging to that Company. There
we t00Kk on stores and mroceeded along the water front ddstiduting

B e

At

v ne-hose to the opening and poured water in wntil the fire was out ...
















- = ° TOWN TRUSTEES \ TOWN OFFICERS

JACQUES THOMAS, - President REPRSDUCEO AT THE NATIONAL ARCH!VES‘ . _—
W, J. MARTIN Clertk .......... F. D, LINSLEY
L.'C. PISTOLESI Marshal .. . . JOHN A. HANNON
E. H. SHOEMAKER E 0 WN C E ERK Treasurer....... Jos. V. S1Lva
D. T. HUGHES . Town Attorney, O. F. MELDON
i —_— TOWN of SAUSALITO Recorder......... J. H. PRYOR
BOARD OF HEALTH Supt. of Streets, C. H. PARCELL
W. Z. TIFFANY - - President g & & Engineer.......C. H. PARCELL
C. 0. SHARPE - - Secretary Health Officer . ..... DR. MAYS
,C. H. PARCELL The regular meetings of the Board of Town Trustees are held Poundmaster ... .C. H. BRIGHT
/ Dr. A. H. Mays on the Second Monday of each month, Nightwatchmian. . P. TROUETTE
W. A, COULTER "1 Fire Marshal, JAcQUES THOMAS

%14444?4:. %ﬂ&)z (go., (6/(1 /june 1, 1906.790

To the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury,
washingtor, De. Cus;
| : Sir:-
- on behalf of the Trustees of the town of sausalito I

desire to call your attention to the valuvable services rendered

. . the .
this 01¥§Au.’s. steamer Mc,Culloch, her officérs and men, during

the period follo_wing the recent disaster to San Francisco and ex-

* " tending for almost a month thereafter,

!

|

‘ Immediately after the earthquake and fire which partially

: , .
destroyed San Francisco, thousands of refugees were driven fran

the City and sought shelter in our town., Among them wele many
/~* ttalian fishermen amd Lheir funilies, ignorant of our language and,

,’ laws, sick, destitute and des erate and hundreds of others of the

rougher class of the citg's population.

=y -

The little town with its meager police force was pract-

ically helpless. to control tlis horde of transients, c aastantl

R

arriving by water craft from accross the bay,y The authorities re-

quested aid from Genl., Funston to preserve order and assist in

$he work of taking care of thesec peopley The Mc.Culloch, on

arrival, was sent here with directions to render what assistance



a

. RUSTEES

AOMAS, - President
4+ MARTIN
. C. P1sTOLESI
E. H. SHOEMAKER
" D. T. HUGHES

BOARD OF HEALTH

W. Z. TIFFARY - - President
C. O. SHARPE - - Secretary
C. H. PARCELL
DRr. A. H. Mavs
W. A. COULTER

'i, valuable stores were guarded, the boats patrolled and every boat

complete order was maintainedy
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Immediately upon the arrival of the vessel Captain
cantwell conferred with the town autﬁorities and at theﬁ.r.req_uest
directed his men with such energy, courrage and. good ;Iudgment that
ot only on shore but in the

harbor the men of the Mc/Culloch were on duty night and daye

—arriving from the city was sub;}hected to a rigid scrutiny, and if

any liquor was found therein iAt was seized, and in case any of the

~

refugees showed signs of being afflicted with contag:.ous dlsease,

\ they were compelled to land at a specially d.es:.frnated. place were

;' they could be examined by the ’cown medical officersy

this trying period.’

-~

~

Inv the collection and distribution of relief supplies
the M¢.culloch rendered invaluable aid, transporting food and
clothing from the city and ma.ii.ntaining order in its distribution.

I particularly wish to call your attent ion to the adm1r

able discipline shown by the Mc <Culloch's officers and crew dur:.nc,

Their conduct was such as to (:ompell the ad-

miration anl respect of every one, and the Treasury Department

v

[ -
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Sausalito arec proud and lmappy to have then in this harbory
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should be proud of such a ship and such a crew, as the citizens of

ATTEST:

N W.Ez.)%,

Town Clerk,
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UNITED STATES REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE,

STEAMER  PERRY,

Oakland, Cal., May 15, 1906.

The Honorable,
The Secretary of the Treasury,
Washington, D.C.
Sir:

I respectfully submit the following report of my movements during
the interval from April 18th tec 27th last covering the period of the
recent great calamity which occurred in San ¥rancisco.

I was residing,with my family, at the Occidental Hotel, when on
the morning of the 18th at about a quarter after five o'clock, we
were awakenea by the sudden and unusual roaring and vibrations to
realize that the talk which we had often heard of earthquakes and the
possibility of a serious shake-up some day, was verified and felt,at
first, that the "real thing" had come at last. The vibrations seemed
to be in all directions, circular, vertical and la@jeral and each
second appeared to increase in intensity, so that it was difficult
to stand upright. The sensations experienced were indescribable, as
each moment it seemed that the building would collapse and carry
death and destruction to all within. At the first shaeck we instantly
arose, Mrs. Dunwoody put on her bath robe and went out of our appart-
ments to assist a lady friend take her invalid mother down stairs.

I dressed myself completely before going down. There was a compara-
tively small degree of excitement, after recovering from the first
shock, the main characteristic seemed to be one of dazed wonder.

Some flocked into the street and gazed at the ruin wrought in sur-
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rounding buildings, while others walked or sat about the corridor of
the hotel, wondering if the end had come.

I found Mrs. Dunwoody on the sidewalk, in front of the hotel,
and induced her to return and dress herself, as fires had already
broken out in several places. While she was dressing I drew a sheet
from the bed and put into it some wearing apparel, put a few things
into a suit case and satchel and took them with us down to the office
floor. I then left Mrs. D. for a short time to look about and take
some observations. I found fires raging in several quarters and in
many places between the hotel and the ferry at the foot of Market
street, and was told that the boats were not running to Oakland. I
met people driven from the burned district by the flames, who had
saved nothing but what they stood in and L realized that we might
soon have to join the procession. On returning to the hotel I found
that a friend, Mrs. Albert Sutton, had arrived,with her automobile,
to take Mrs. D. and the few things we had already got together out
to her home near the Presidio. Sometime after they left I secured an
expressman and saved out of four trunks and four packing cases which
were in the hotel, one trunk and one packing case. My uniforms and
equipments, which were stored at S. Foster's, were a total loas. The
articles which I sved from the hotel were taken to the home of our
friend, Mrs. Sutton.

- During the afternoon I went down town as far as the hotel at
which Lieut. and iMrs. Carmine were stopping, to ascertain, if possible,
their wherabouts, but could only learn that they had gone out early
in the day.

The fires were burning fiercely and had reached the magnitude of

a conflagration. At night fall of the first day it seem as if the
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city could not escape destruction. The resort to dynamite instead of
arresting the progress of the flames helped to promote it. The com-
Plete ineffectiveness of the efforts of the fire fighters, the know-
ledge, which séemed to be general, that the water supply was inade-
quate, and in many cases almost entirely cut off, should have pro-
duced a state of panic, but there was no exhibition of anything of
the sort, and from first to last people k;pt their heads. |
During the next day we learned that the ferry boats were running
to Oakland and other points about the Bay, and that many people were
leaving the city. While the fire had not reached our locality no one
knew but it might ultimately, and as the supply of food was not great
we concluded it would be best to go to Oakland. We experienced no
difficulty in reaching the ferry station in an automobile. On the way
we passed crowds of humanity dragging all sorts of effects in waggons
improvised out of lounges with casters, baby carriages doing duty as
express waggons, and trunks being moved by means of a rope or a sheet
passed through the handle and used as a hauling line, all trying to
keep ahead of the fire and making for Golden Gate Park and the Pre-
sidio. We arrived in Oakland about noon. I spent the afternoon in
getting together some supplies of food and water which were intended
for the relief of the family of Mr. and Mrs. Sutton, and I intended
taking them to the city as soon as an opportunity offered. It was
not until the 21st. when,through the courtesy of Captain Hamlet, who
had the use of a launch belonging to W.A.Boole & Co., that I was
able to get them across the Bay. By this time the fire had burned

itself out and we learned that the Sutton home had escaped destruc-

tion. After delivering the supplies, Mr. Sutton expressed a desire

to turn over his automobile to the use of the military authorities
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and asked me if I could arrange the matter. I visited General Fun-
ston's headquarters and made the necessary arrangeménts, and I am in-
formed it rendered valuable assistance to the authorities as long as
they required it. Later in the day I returned to Oakland with Captain
Hamlet, bringing what few things I had taken from the hotel on the
18th. |

When I returned to the THETIS on the“19th, I was informed Dby ¥Mrs.
Carmine, who was a refugee temporarily located on the BEAR, that the
force on the THETIS had accompanied 2nd Asst. Engr. NMcMillan and the
available force from the BEAR to the city, to assist in protecting
property and doing guard duty.

I visited the city only once in the interval between the 19th
and the 24th. on which date I was relieved of duty in connection
with the THETIS. On the latter date I secured transportation to Port-
land, Or., intending to leave on the 26th to carry oul Department
orders directing me to assume command of the PERRY at Astoria. Upon
my return I found two telegrams {rom the Department, one dated the
18th by train from Chicago the 19th granting me seven days leave
of absence, and one dated the 23rd informing me that I had been di-
.'rected by telegram of the 20th.(received on ‘the 25th).to join the
PERRY at San Francisco. I immediately cancelled wmy transportation
and reported to Captain Hamlet, in charge of Revenue Cuttier Force,
for such duty as he might assign me, informing him of the above facts
and also. the Department, and stating that I did not wish to avail
myself of the leave of absence which had been granted. On the 25th
I received an order from Captain Hamlet to take charge of the Rev-
enue Cutter Office, Appraiser's Building, temporarily, and on the

26th. was relieved by Lieut. Carmine who had been relieved from other
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duties to which he had heen assigned by Captain Hamlet, the PERRY,
in the mean time, having arrived I was directed to ohey my orders
from the Department, tc assume command of that vessel. I reported
on board the PERRY on the 27th and assumed command on the 28th all

of which information has been already forwarded to the Department.

Very respectifully, gf

"’%/ // K /O/\MVO(/‘#(/"C/( e

~ Captain, U}§, .C.S.

“
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REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE, \

U. 8. Steamer!ieCulloch, \
Sausalito, Calidornia,
April 24, 1906.
The Honorahle,
The Secretary of the Treasury,

Washington, D, G, .

In explanation of my departure from San Diego, on April
18, 1906, and procecdure to this port without orders, I
have the honor %o state that at 10 4.M. on the 18%instant
telegraphic reports were received at San Diego, stating
that San Prancisco had been visited by an earthquake, that
the c¢ity had caught on fire, that the loss of 1life had been
very great, aud thet the entire city seemed doomed to des-
truction.

T immeﬁiately dispatched an officer on shore to ascer-
tain if the news was authentic, and if so, to send a telegram
to the Departuent stating the facts and requestineg peraission
to proceed immediately to San Francisco for the purpose of
rendering whal assistunce I could ol that place.

Nexr noon of the'sume date the T.S.S,.Marblehend received
orders by wireleses ftalacranh from the admiral commanding
the North Pacific flact, enroute to Long Beach, Galifornia,
to procoed with all speed to San Francisco, and a2t 18 oeloek
she left nort.

At 4 T.H. not havianp received any reply to my tel -ram

o

t0 the Repartment, and later renorts of the conditioh of
] e



- ? REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

affairs indicatéqthat it wan even worse than at first report-
ed, I deeamed it ay duty to leave for the scene feeling con-
fident that the Department would approve my action. I there-
fore wired the Tepartment my decision, and at 4:30 v.m. we
left port.

All haste was made, and at 6 4.°1. of the 7F0th instant we
reacnod San fruncisco, finding it alm;st complately in Fflames.

It was impossible to report %o the Tepartmeat, owing to
the fact that all communication with the outside was cut off,
and the Collector of Customs conld not be reached for similar
reasons.

The city was in oharge of Zener«l Funston, U,5,4rmy, and
a8 soon as I ascervained hthess faets I dilsputched an officer
to his headguarters und fendered tha services of this Command
to him in any cupacity vhers we could he of use. An officer
representing the Commandine Teneral stated that we could not
be of any service at that time in that locnlity, but that
troops had becn requested to nrotect Sausalito from rioting
and pillayge from refu1cas, vho were Fflseive thence, and if
we would proceed there ané afford the protection requested
it wonld greatly ralf}e his mind, as no troons could be
spared for this duty.

Yo thereupon shifted anchorace to Sausalito, andé unon
arrival therel visited thic shors and tendtored the servieces
of the vessel to the loeal autherities, whish tender was
accepted. Ve dimmediutely orgdnized a landing foree of thirty

men to be usad as » outrol of the Lown dvring the nizht, and,
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a8 hundrecs of refuvees were arrivins in boats from the city,
began to overhavl thase and confiscutie all intoxicatine liquor
found in the Wouts, and $o comwel any verson suspected of having
contagious disesases %o land whers they could be subjected to ex-
anination AQ'the nealth officers on shore.

During the aftornoon a mass meeting of the citizens was held,
presided over hr one of the County Suwervisors, and it was unan-
imously decided %o nlace the town under martial law, and the Com-
manding Officer of this vessel was requested to assume complete
control.

At six o'clock ovr infantry zection, with 4wo commissionad
officers, was sent ashore and patrolled the water front during
the ai ht.

There was no disvurbance whataover noted, -nd with the ex-
caption of one liyuor seller who was susnsabed of selling in-
toxieating licuor; whose ease was iavesticatad by o'r euard zné
who was warned not %o 4o 50; there wus no achion necassary on the
part of our Tores to preserve ordersr. Our men randered valuable
esglstance to the relief committee on shore in *the dictribution
0f Zoo¢ and clothing %c¢ the homaless and destituwte, and thero is
noe doubt hut that their resance fended ereatl: *“o the nrevention
¢f any disordser whieh would livoly have takan »lace had no such
force heen present.

The next day T had 2 aonsultation with *he yor of the city
and $0old him while T had asswmacd fauporary control of the polic-
ing of the town, at %he wreent reguest of the citizens, that T

could not lemally continue doins co unless a request
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from him was ~7ade, and it was shown That the eivil anthority
was incapable of preserving order.
durcla

1% aid not appear to me that any, exiganoy existed at the
present time, and that I would advise him to orpanize a civil
police foree by apoointing speecial depubies fronm anong the cit-
iiens, and that I should, in any case, with.draw my men until
their services vere rejuasted by him as the chisf eivil officer
of the town.

I would however hold them in readiness to land at a moments
notice to reader sny as:istance in ocur power which misht be re-
guired.

The situaftion ot the present time, then,, is that the “eCull-
och is lying off Sausalito with all hands on hoard, and ready
for any duty which wmay be required of ns, either tc nerservs or-
der or to render aussistance. In my opinion it is impossible to
prevent an immense amount cf sufferinsz and incoaveinence among

the thousands of refugees who nre coming over from the city as
fast as they can secure LHransportation this way, and while there
is no disorder at the preseant tinte, unless the striclest dici-
pline is maintained, it is vory liksly fo ocour uat any time;

and I thirk that there is no haeftier duty whieh this vessel cOula
be assigned to jusl now thun romalniny wihere she is in close
touch and in perfant ugreemnnﬁ vith the aushorities at this point.

T have received from aany zources the assurance that the
presence of the ship hinz contributed more than any other factor
toward allaying exeitement and calsing the Ffenrs of the citizens

. & .. ‘s
unaer the present mosth extrordinary conditions.
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: I trust my action vhroughoud 4$his webber will meet with the
. approval of the Department. o
3 . ' " TRespectfully :
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