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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That component forces operating in overlapping or adjacent areas
coordinate activities so that appropriste personnel are sufficiently
informed on details of operations to preclude incidents.

2. That & common emergency recognition/identification signal or
procedure between friendly forces be established and thoroughly understood
by operating units. '

3. ‘That the seaward limits to the DME be clearly defined.

4. That surface targets detected by atrcrait south of 17°.00'N be passed
to iriendly suriace forces for ident{fication and appropristie action.

5. That training on the identification and recognition of both friendly and
hostile surface craft be rnmphulud_.

6. That all operations plane, orders, imstructions and mission directives
be thoroughly reviewed to ensure that rules of engagement provide

consideration for all supporting, corollary or related operations or
missions.

7. . That the rules of engagement tor the MACV area be published in &
single document, with terms precisely defined and approprisiely cross-
referenced to sliminate sl possibility of misunderstanding or confusion
for any type operation in any particular sres.

8. That rules of engagement be strictly adhered to at all schelons of
command. .

9. That no discipiinary action be taken against axy personnel involved
in the incident.

10. 'That BMC PATTERSON be commandsd for his action in the incident.
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2. That the Commanding Officer of the Point Welcome was attempting to
initiate an identifjcation signal either by Aldis lamp or Very piatol at time
of death.

3. That the incident occurred as a result of lack of knowledge and
understanding of differing missions sand overlapping of nesigned areas of
friendly forces. There was no coordination between friendly forces
assigned to the differing and conflicting missions.

4. That a common emergency recoguition/identification signal or
procedure, known to all friendly forces, could have prevented this incident.

5. That ail participants porformd in a manner consisteat with tlntr
assigned duties.

8. That there is no indi¢ation of donlicuon nor improper periormante
ol daty.

7. That deaths and injuries wers not caused by the intent, fauilt,
negligence, or insificiency of any parson or persons in the armed forees
or connaclied therewith,

8. That the Mission Commander's decision that the surfase craft was
hostile was indluenced by his lack of knowiedge of Market Time operations
and mission brisfing to expect no Coasinl Security Berviee activities.

9. That the Rules of Engagement for ideniiiication of hostlle targete and
mission terms such as *Yleeting tnrph of oppartunity are teo hroad ﬂ
can easily be misunderstood.

10. ‘That the seaward limits of the DME and the mission term "constal
surveiliance” have not been clearily delined.

11. That, considering the sensitivity of the asaigned area, the Mission
Commander's instructions were vagus and subject to misundersianding.

12. That aircrews involved did not receive adequaie naval craft ideatifi-
cation training.

13, That all surface craft should (ae immediste action to identily
thamselves when illuminated.

14. That liaison and coordination between the other control agencies and
Coastal Surveillance Center in the DaNang area are inadequate.
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15, Neither Point Welcome nor Mission Commander aircraft attempted
contact by radio for the purpose of establishing ldentification.

16. The Mission Commander svaluated the target to be hostile and located
within his prescribed strike sone. ’

17. Alrcraft crews were briefed that there were no Coastal Becurity
Service operations (MAR OPS) in progress during this period.

18. The Mission Commander ordered an attack on the target which
resulted in three straling attacks by one B-37 aircrait and two each
bombing attacks by two F-4C aircraft.

19. All sircrews involved had been brisied and were familiar with

Coastal Sscurity Service operations (MAR OPS) and associated identification
procedurss but not on Market Time operations and appropriate recogeition
and identification procedure.

20. There are no prescribed emergency Mﬂnﬂm procodurss for
Market Time Forces.

21. There are no established procedures for the regular enchange of
information betwesn Market Time Forees and command and control ceaters
in the DaMNang area.

23. Tth Air Force Operations Order 443-67 (Tally o) was not coordinated
with noe copies provided to Commandsr Naval Forees Visinam.

33. Interpretation of Rulss of Kngagement for operations in the DMS
resulted in an overlap of the Mission Commander's area of responsibility
and Point Welcome's patrol area.

24. There is no single system or procedurs for emergency recognition/
identilication between {risndly forces in Southesst Asias and ndjacent
whters.

25, 'That Mr. Timothy J. PAGE was an accredited news correspondent.

OPINIONS

1. That the deaths and injuries of the below persomnel were incurred ia
the line of duty and not as a result of their own misconduct:

KIA: LTJG David C. BROSTROM, USCG, 7180
PHILLIPS, Jerry, 327537, EN3, USCG

WIA: LTJG Noss BELL, USCG, 4636
McKENNEY, Mark D., 358180, GM2, USCG
DAVIDSON, Houston J., 358008, FA, USCG
LTJG DO VIET VIEN, 63A-T00.827, VNN
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NAME

DAVIDSBON, Houston J.
355099, FA, USCG
USCGC Point Welcome

McKENNEY, Mark D.
350180, GM2, UBCG
USCGC Point Welcome

AUSTIN, Donald L.
283962, C832, USCG
USCGC Point Welcome

PATTERSON, Richard N.
260049, BMC, UBCG
USCGC Point Welcome

RUMELL, Billy R.
324027, BM1, USCG
USCGC Point Welcome

WILLIAMS, Virgil G.
348738, ET2, UICG
USCGC Point Welcome

O'CONNOR, David E.
353439, SN, UNCG
USCGC Point Welcome

LCDR Howard H. BTOCK
USCG, 5019
Coast Guard Division TWELVE

CDR Joseph D. NOLAN
USN, 550717
Commander Task Growp 115.1

LT Arthur J. COTE
USN, 640113
‘Task Group 115.1

WOLF, William H.
3os5e8, ENC, USCG
UBSCGC Point Welcome

CAPT Wlllis O. WHITNEY
UBAF, FRE8580
620th TCS Detachment

INDREX

DUTIRS

Firaman

0000 -0400 Junior Officer of
the Deck

Cook, UBCGC Point Welcome
Chis{ Boatswain's Mate

2000 -2400 Officer of the Deck
Kisatroaics Technicisn
Seaman

Commandar Coast Guard
Division TWELVE

Commander Task Group 115.1

Walgh Oficer in the CSC

Chiof Engineman

Dwty Otficer at §20th TCS
Detachment .
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NAME

Lt Col Leonard W. PROVANCE
USAF, FR25794
820th TCS

T8gt Ronald M. CABELL
AT 13335436, UBAYF
810th TCS

LTJG Ross BELL
UBCG, 4253%
UBCGC Point Welcomse

CAPT Cletus G. ROGERS
UBAF, FV3103999
8th Bomb Squadron

MAJ Richard F. GIBBS
USAF, FR453 4
400th Tactical Fighter Squadron

1st Lt Richard W. BALSTAD
USAF, FViiMiip
480th Tactical Fighter Squadron

CAPT Stanlsy P. FRANKS, Jr.
USAF, TRES024
400th Tactical FPighter Squadron

1st Lt Roger W, COCMRAN
UBAF, FRT845)
480th Tactical Fighter Squadron

CAPT Charles B. CHMM
UBAF, FV3058274
21st Troop Carrier Squadeon

CAPT Paul V. KELSEL
UBAF, FV2MTS
21lat Troop Carrier Bguadron

ist Lt Melvin M. MARVEL
USAF, FRT5329
41st Troop Carrier Squadroa

LTJG James D. BOYCE
USCG, T193
UBCGC Point Caution

LTJG 8tanley E. BORK
UBCG, 7446 -
USCGC Point Caution

DUT]ES PAGE NO.

Alr Defense Dattle
Commander

Control Technician
- {or Relay

Exscutive Otficer /Officer of
the Deck, UBCGC Point
Welcoms

Navigator of Yellow Bird 18

Alpcrait Commander of

Coyots 81

Pllot of Coyole: 91 -

Aircrait Commander of

Coyots 53

Pilot of Coyote 98

Pilot of Blind Bat 03

Co-Pilot of Blind Dat 03

' Mawigator of Blind Bat 02

Commanding Otficer of VECGC
Poiat Caution

Rmscutive Officer of USCGC

Poinat Caution
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DUTIES PAGE NO.

NAME

DELOACH, Willlam (n)
330682, EN2, UBCG
USCGC Point Caution

CPT Robert D. LUFBURROW
USA, 089007
131st Aviation Company

1LT Jimmy N. BRARHER
USA, 0545518
131st Aviation Company

CAPT John 8, LYNCH
USAF, FR142688
8th Bomb Squadron

COL 1.B. Jack DONALBON
USAF, FRI2041
Hq, Tth Air Force TACC

MAJ John D. BROWN
USAF, FR30722
Hq, Tth Air Porce TACC

LCDR Victor D. LARSEN
UBN, 5636838
TAD to Tth Air Force TACC

1LT Melvin C. SMITH
UBSA, 0541950%
Hg Co., 1st MI Bn

CAPT Robert D, RA&IIUI!IN
USAF, FR51552
Tth Air Force TACC

CAPT Paul N. GRAY
USN, 100272
COMNAVFORY

LCDR Doyse R. BISHOP
USN, 613147
COMNAVFORV

CAPT Clifford L. BSTEWART
USN, 557987
Commander Task Force 115

Leader of Boarding
Party from UBCGC Point
Caution

_Pllot of Spud 13

Pilot of Spud 14
Pilot of Yellow Bird 18

Commander of Task Force
Tiger Hound/Tally Ho

Director of Mrike Plans

-

Strike Plans and Liatson
Otficer for Tiger Hound/
Tally Ho operations

Interpreter for SLAR imagery

Member of TACC Weapons
Training Branch

Assistant Chief of Biaff for
Operations

Force and Readiness Officer

Commmnder Task Force 115
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At "C" Company,

3rd Medical Battalion
DaNang, Republic of Vietnam
Monday, 15 August 1988

The board met at 0810
Present:

Colonel 8amual L. Reid, U.8. Army;

Captain John C. McDonnell, U.8. Navy; and

Lieutsnant Colonel Richard B. Peterson, U.8. Air Force, members.
Major Thomaa E, Bradiey, U.B. Marine Corpa, resorder for the board.

The appointed reporter, John P. Mabry, yeoman second class, U.B.
Navy, was sworn. '

DAVIDSON, Houston J., 355099, FA, UBCG, was chlled as ' wilpess, advisad of
his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and sxamined as follows:

Q. Would you give us your account of the incidents that happened froms ih
time you knew you were under attack? T e
A, Idon't know. [ was ssleep when it started. When the missile hit us, I
gueas it was a missile, I heard O, ran up topside and ihers was a fire on
the fantail. One of them hit & gas con or something back thers. The Chief
was trying to put it out, and a couple of others were holping him. ! ashed
him if he wanted some foam. He told me yes and [ started to go up to the
paint Jocker to get the foam but couldn't get it loose and started back to get
a knife or something to get the foam and I walked arcund the corner of the
bridge and that's where 1 got hit by the second round.

Q. Were you taken balow at that time ?

A, Yes, »ir.

Q. Were there any lights at all on the ship?
A, No, sir. |

Q. Did you yourself, or did you see anyone attempt to do any signalling to
the aircraft?

A. No, sir. " "
Q. Do you recall what time it was when this started?

A. 1think it was about three-thirty or four. Three-thirty or four or some-
thing like that,

Q. Did you have any idea of your exact location?

A. ldon't know. Were were a little below the 17th probably. When I came
up there was a lut Ui wusiw suudy beach. We have never seen any in North

Vietnam. It gets preity green up uwere the iith. ]t didn't take but a
few minutes to get to the r been too far.



Q. Have you discussed this with an!o olle aboard ship, or anyone else

around the hospital here?

A. I've talked to a bunch of guys, just talked to them.
The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.
The board adjourned at 0800, 15 Aumut 19686,
The board met at 1000, 15 August 1944, on board UBCGC Point Welcoms.
McKENNEY, Mark D., 350180, GM2, USCG, was called as a witness,

advised of hia rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and onmimg

as follows:
i 3

Q. Now, in your own words would you state the time which you were aware :
you were being attacked and what your actions were from then forward? ] :

A. 8ir, we were illuminated first, We were waiching, up in North Vietnam,
we weors watching the plansa bomb and they bagan to illuminate down the
coast, Right parallel with the Cua Tung River we saw two or three targets

on our radar outside the Cun Tung aud we {igured the planes were illuminating
them. When thay died out they started illuminating almost paraliel to us
along the beach. There was a whole line of them right parallel with us and
about five minutes later they illuminated about a hundred yards behind us out
to sea. We were drifting at the time they started illuminating in back of us
and then we started the main engines and hended Bouth.

Q. Excuse me, in back of you, which direction were you headed at this time?

A. We were heading South; they were illuminating North of us. We started
the main engines and we were going about five knots Bouth and they illuminated
us right after that. I was standing the junlor OOD with Mr. Bell, my sxscutive
officer. The second time they illuminated Uk, soom after the first time, or

as soon after the first one died out, he told me to go down and wake the skippar
up. I went down to wake the skipper up and I called his name and said
"Captain three or four times. He rolled over and said what's the matter

and I sajd we are being liluminated. Right about then was the {irst tine they
hit us; the first time they strafed us. Ifell on the deck in the cabin and when
they finished strafing, the old man ran out before me and then [ ran out and
the whole stern was on fire and a couple of the guys grabbed the fire hoses
and one of the enginesrs went down to the engine room and when they returned
they started fighting the fire. By the time they got everything rigged up to
fight the fire, they strafed us again, I was forward at the time in the paint
locker when I got hit up there. I was getting foam out, the fire fighting foam,
I guess the second time was about whan everybody got hit. As soon as we

got hit we opened up the throttlas and hasdad sonth and tried ta make the

Cua Viet River. We were doing about sightsen knots. We were wide open

all the way. They had us tlluminated al} the way down and [ guess as we

had to go about four to four and a had miles is how {ar we went. As soon

48 we got down to the river they kept illumingging us and started hitting us
Wwith big stuff. It just buckled the;ship off course because we wers mansuver-
ing a little bit because maybe it would help a little bit. Thoss guys wers
pretty sharp cookies. But, we finally made it down the river and they started
throwing that big stuff at us. Then we just gave up. We just stopped the ship
and the Chief gave orders to abandon ship because he was in command. The
Executive Officer was hit pretty badly and the old man was dead, 30 he just
told us to abandon ship. The old man was killed trying to send up a flare; a
very pistol f{lare. He never made it. The rpason there were no flares sent




up by us, we were all very calm about the whole thing, bat there is always

a certain amount of panic about everything. We played it, the old American
expression, preity cool. There wasn't that much time; they just hit us ang
hit us. A lot of the men were trying to put fires out on the stern and there
were seven or eight of us down here, four of us hit real bad. And they were
bleeding real bad. There was the job down here of bandaging these men up.
Well, you think of sending something like that up, but you just don't have time,
sir. The Chief was the only one on the bridge at the time. To get back to
when we abandoned ship, we all got in the water and they still {lluminated us.
We were about three quarters of a mile from the beach I guess and we were
all swimming., A lot of the guys were carrying other guys becauss they
couldn't swim very well. One man had his hands pretty well torn up, Wa
got, oh, about three quarters of the wry into the beach and there was a sand
bar there and a couple of the guys got on it & coupie of times but got carried
off it. We were almost in anyway and then the junk {orce opaned up on us
with a couple of bursts of {ifty's and small arma. We were pretty shook up
by then and finally I heard one of the Suys in the junk force when he hollered
We were americans and then they staried picking us up and in 2 few minutes
the Coast Guard boat Point Caution picked the rest of the men up. [ was iaken
to the junk force base and evacuated from there to the Hue Phu Bal hospital.
Would you like to have our position, sir? N

Q. Yes, we would. What are your assigned duties on the boat?

A. My job on the boat is gunner's mate. I take care of all the guas and
ammunition that comes aboard, sxpended ammunition and I was being broken
in on OOD watches, sir. I was standing junior OOD with my snecutive officer,

Q. Would you describe the duties of the junior officer of the day? What
time you took the duties and generally what your duties consist of as junior
00D?

A. Well, Ihad the junior officer of the day with my executive officer, Mr.
Bell. 1 had the mid watch from 0000 'til 0400 In the morning. 1 used to plot

— courses, take bearings along with Mr. Bell, We both did it together; he took
one and I took one. 1kept a close eye on the radar. That was mainly my job
over there; keeping a real sharp eye on the radar.

Q. How often do you take bearings and on what do you take bearings on for
your position? .

A. We take them on every hour ; half hour to an hour.
Q. What do you take your bearings on?

A. We take radar fixes. We take them on two land points with dividers,
using dividers on the chart, or we can take the bearings from the radar and
use the dividers and the parallel rulers or use the triangle. For your
position you take the dividers from there or however many miles you take
offshore from that point of land to there and the fix is right there,

Q. Do you keep a log of when you iake the bearings?

A. We don't, sir, but we have a boasy up Ui Lie viauge, & plexiglass one and
we have a map underneath it with all our areas up North. We take the greass
pencil and every time we take a fix we put it on there. The next time we take
a {ix we put that one on and usually srase this one.
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Q. And this is the board th!l was ll!oyed in the attack?

A. Idon't know about that, sir.
Q. When was the laat time you took a fix before the attack?

A. Mr. Bell took a fix &t 0315 and I was up there right after him and juast
for the fun of it doing it myself. I always enjoyed doing that. I made fun of
just checking him out all the time. But it was right all the way.

Q. Did your position verify with his?
A. Yes, lh:.

Q. Was your position within area 1A1?
A. Yes, sir, it was.

Q. Can you describe whare it was in relation to -- how close inside your
designated area? v .'

A, Well, we were two and a half miles below the Cua Tung River and w
were about three quarters of & mile out from the beach. That would put.ds
about three quarters of a mile south of cur area line, the 1Tth hnlhl, ad
I guess it was a question of whether we were in the DME. Of course we ware
in the DMZ. The DMZ runs thres miles sach side of the Paraliel. We had
to be in the DMZ. That's part of our area.

Q. How many {lares were dropped and just whers were you when the fh'lt
one was dropped? Whan you first saw the {lares to the NMorth of you), how
many were dropped then and how many were dropped alter that in the time
frame sequence?

A, Well, the first time when they moved out to sea they moved about &
hundred yards above us Northward. There were four or five or six. [
couldn't tell you exmctly but it was four or five or six {lares up in back of
us and you could see our starn a little bit, naturally they got quite a bit of
candle power. The secomnd time they illuminated us it must have been about
six or seven; same amount all the time, six or seven, aad they were right
over us. They made a pass, I heard the planes gcing over us and the only
thing I remember is hearing jets and seeing twin-angine propeller jobs.

Q. Are you sure it was twin-engine or multi-engine ?. Could you actually
count the engines ?

A. You could ses the plane. It was no lights on it but you could see it and
it scunded like it was a propeller job and it looked like it had two engines.
When they were going over us I could hear two jets above them. 1don't
know maybe whether it was above but I could hear two jets in the distance.
Thay were pretty well straight over us and these flares almost burned out
and they illuminated us again with about the same -amouat of flares. And
that's when they came down upon us.

Q. What was the drift on the current while you were in this area? You say
you were drifting; would you be deiting North or South?

A. We were drifting North, sir.




Q. Would you describe your l!intﬂlc!lon procedures you have on the

bridge? I mean the ones that you, am the junior officer of the day, or as
the officer of the deck, Mr. Bell, would be expected to have and which you
actually did have,

A. Yes, sir. This has been brought up before many times and I don'l
know whether it's oificial or not but it's Leen a real touchy thing. I've
heard that a lot of the boats do it different ways., Some boats shoot two
flarea up; when jets pass by they shoot flares. But we do have codes on
chalienge sheets, Confidential or Secret 1 guess they ure. A challenge
between us and aircraft, ail types of aircraft, and there has besn another
thing brought up that we're not supposed to flash lights at nircraft. 8o the
old man was up on the bridge anyway with a {lare pistol. I don't know what
he intended tp shoot up but that's (he way it was,

Q. He was up thers with & very pistol?

A. Yes, sir, he was. But when he got hit he was up on the little deck that
g0es into the pllot house. He was trying to load the pistol when he got hit.

Q. Did you see him trying to load the very pistol? ¥ -4

-

A. No, sir, but I saw him there at the box where we keep them. Thers 1
nothing eise in that box that he could be taking out. .

Q. Do you have any specific lights or flare identification instructions that
you kesp on the bridge?

A. Yes, sir, we do. Challenge codes. We have all cur chalienge codes
each day. They are changed and they are usually two letters or s letter and
numeral. We have thres-day patrols and we come in on the fourth day and

we have four days of code. I always put them up there. Usually the OOD
would put them up there. Mr. Bell would always ask me to put them up thers.

Recorder: Let the record show that we are working with the chart that was
actuaily on board the bridge at the Point Welcome which identifies the patrol
areas assigned to the Point Weicome (Exhibii 1),

Q. Would you identily the rivers which you were speaking of and your
position in relation to the two rivers?

A. Well, this is the Cua Viet River which is right in the middle of our area
and the Cua Tung is right above our area. We keep a close eye on both
rivers all the time to watch for junks coming out or going in and we never

g0 above the Parallel but we watch in case anyone comes out and comes down
the coast s0 we usually hang around, usuaily North and out a coupie of miles
and come in and go all the way down the coast. We stuck mostly around the
coast. But like I was saying, during Operation Hastings all our patrol area
was just in the DMZ, That's the only place. We made sure nobody came out
of this river, the Cua Tung River. At the time we got hit we were approxi-
mately right there. As | said before when they started illuminating us, we
went up to two hundred turns and headed South. We were about three
quarters to a mile off the Leach all the way down Lhe conast. The second time
we got illuminated when they hitws we vent full bore aboad, ~noalzighiosn
knots ana neaded soith, We triced lo muke this river, The main reason, in
my opinion, I guess it was the main reason why we did head for this river
was hecause thers is a junk hase Lhere, Xray Alfa.
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Recorder: Let the record show that the witness, in pointing to this river,
is speaking of the Cua Viet River.

A, We headed for the Cua Viet River and we made it right, I don't know
exactly because we were hit pretty hard. All the guys were pretty well;

1 was & little shocked myself, but | knew we were near the river because
there were sand bars. And when wa were on the sand bars, there is only
one shallow spot down anyway. 1knew we were pretty close. 1 don't know
the exact position as to where we were near the mouth of the river but we
were right out of the mouth of the river somewhere when we abandoned ship.

Q. In what manner do you watch for traffic coming out of the Cua Tung
River?

A. Radar at night is the only way. We don't have lights. We keep a close
eye on the radar all the time,

Q. What do you 40 when you see & boat coming out of the Cua Tung River?

A. Well, there is only one thing we can do, That is to walch, sir, md.see
i they come down. Y they don't come down, we can't touch them. We'fe
not allowed to. It's in our operational order. We can't touch anything grer
there because we could get in more trouble that way thas saything olu. :

Q. What is the range of your on-board radar.

A. Our on-board radar has a range d‘l tweniy mile scale aad it can be
turned down to sight miles or a three mile scale or a one mile scale,

Q. 1t does have a twenty mile range?
A. Yes, »ir.
Q. What mode were you in when you were waiching the river?

A. 1switched it around a lot. We usually keep it on twenty unless we have
a contact. Then we turn it down to eight or three, depending on how close
we get to the contact and it depends on owur pesition. But ordisarily we have
it on an eight mile scale and { there is no contact we usually have it on a
twenty mile scale to cover the whele area andup above here because we can
get all the way up, we can get Tiger, we can get Capitol Area and we can
get the two rivers. We can get quide a range in twenty miles, and then i
we have a target and i it gets within eight miles we gwitch it to eight and

if it gets all the way to; if it gets within & mile we swilch it to & one mile
scale. Every minute we give the range because thay don't have lights and
you got to be careful you don't rua into them.

Q. As breaking in on the junior officer of the day watch, what instructions,
if any, were you given on surface to air identification procedures?

A. T've always been meaning to ask that question, sir. I was never told
what the actual chailenge and reply was to an airpiane except what 1 read
myself in the challenge codes.

Q. In speaking of the chalienge codes, these two-lether or letter-numive: v

A. These were the official letter form sheets put out by Market Time.
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Q. What instructions werein there, the ones you read?

A. Just the three different codes and brlefly what they are, we have a code

— between Vietnamese ships, Vietnamese Navy, Vietnamese Alrcraft, and
there is another code we have which is challenges and replies between our-
selves and the Vietnamese junk forces, the small boata that the Vietnamaese
Navy operate along the coast. There is another one between us and U.5.
Navy ships, aircraft, and the like.

Q. What were your instructions on U.8. Navy ships, aircraft, and the like?

A. Well, as far as I could make out reading it, it was the same as Navy
ships, regular ships at sea, [ guess it was two letters.

Q. Weres you expecting the aircraft to come over and flash the two letters
as & challenge code by aldis lamp or a means such an that?

A. No, sir, they never do. We sort of, | guess in my own woub, truat
each other more or iess. In my own mind I know that there's 2o migs or
any other aircraft or plane that's going to come down there to get ws '
because as far &s I know our rader and our planes are toe good. We've ;-
been iiluminated before and we've had our picturss takea befors. Thay

in the DMZ, right over us. Shakes you up a little bit but it is just U.8. ~ :
warplanes going over checking us out. We never did this before. We found
they weren't messing arouad with us though,

Q. Prior to the time you were ilh-lutc;l, did you hold aay targets Noeth
of you near the Cuz Tung River on your own radar?

A. Yes, sir, we did. There was three or four targets right together and

they looked like the ordinary junk boats which they probably wers, there is
aiways fishing boats up there, but you don't usually see them out like that.
It was strange to me in a way. You usually see them like that, ons or two,
but it looked like all four or five of them were right together.

o~
Q. Can you identify in relation to tln Cun Tung River whoro thess boats
were?
A. Yes, sir, they wers right out of the mouth of the Cua Tung River. 1'd
say a half a mile or a quarter mils.
Q. And ail four of them were together 7
A. Yes, nmir.
Q. At any time during the time you were on duty, did you get up off the
mouth of the Cua Tung River ?
A. You're talking about the targets we had?
Q. No, were you up there? Was the boat up there?
A. No, sir. We never go above our aren. _
Q. How do you piot the edge of your area on the radar?
A. As far as, well by radar, a fix is the only way you can do it. You can't
tell by any direct line, The only way you can do it is by fix and that is as
accurate as anything. r] v ‘
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Q. You do that by bearing anmo mouth of the Cua Tung

River?

A. Yes, sir. We make the runs by the Cua Tung River. Like we know we
are in our area when we're three miles from the Cua Tung River. We go
up three miles and we can see the river mouth. Three miles and you're

in your area and if you get up further than that, within two and a haif we
started to take a fix, but we never want that far up except on Operation
Hastings we were called up a long time ago when a plane went down. Up
there right in the DMZ we were there just waiting around but we never go
up above the 17th. We can't touch anybody up there,

Q. McKENNEY, when you took the 0315 fix, were you dead in the water

drifting or had you applied any power or gone in any direction on your own
steam 7?7

A. Well, the main engines were shut down and we were dead in the water.
There is a little bit of current. We were drifting North slightly. But at
0330 we were alright. We still had plaaty of room to spare from that 17th.

Q. What type of lights did the boat diaplay befors, during sad after the gifiok?
A. Well, sir, like all Market Time units, we trave!l with & darkened ship nwl
at all times. At the time we were at dariened ship. You dom't have to quele T
me, tluuuwht.tl--unlhtp--uudnuwcotutummm, ‘

I understood they turned our running lights on, but I couldn't swear to it
because I wasn't the one who turned them on or 1 dida't ses them. I was
told that the running lights were om.

Q. Then you don't know whether they were on or not?

A. When I went overboard, sir, the rusning lights were on. K they were on
on the way someone eles knows bettar than me.

Q. The ship was dead in the water whea you went overboard? |
A. Yes, sir,

Q- Would you describe your position ia relation, in miles and bearing when
you were first illuminated and then when you were {irst strafed?

A, Well, sir, we were first illuminated at the approximate position that we
were at 0330 which was about two miles balow the Cua Tung River and when
we were {irst illuminated, like I say, we started our maias and we headed
South at two hundred rpms, about 5 knots. The second time we were illumin-
ated we were still hended South at about tiyee quarters of a mile off the beach
at two hundred rpma.,

Q. How long was it between the first and second illuminations 7

A, Well, Ibelieve that they were about three minute parachute flares and
as soon as the tirst ones started to burn out they had another set over us.
Like { was saying before we were on our way South and between the times
thay atrafed na. wall you can figure it cut. At five knots in approximately
three or four miautes we would have to be still in the DMZ, We were headed
South and as scon as they sirafed us we opened up to eighieen knote. As far
as being in the DMZ I would say we were pretty close to it when they hit us.




Q. You speak of the DMZ. Horl omlly are you speaking of ?

A. Three miles both sides of the 17th, sir.

Q. What radios did you have operating, that's transmitters and receivers
or receiver only and transmitter only when you were first jliuminated?

A. Well, sir, we have this VRC-48 and that we use betwesn the junk force
base usually and the Cat Kills and Bird Dogs when they call us in to destroy
a target that they spot for us. ‘

Q. Do you know what frequency this is on?

A. 48.4, sir. Wa have CR-9 and CR-3. CR-3 is the mais radio we use
for main communications. The one we use to call other boats on and some -
times we change to another frequency. That CR-3 used to be CR-23 aad we -
have the UHF and MF. 1 don't know exactly what it is but we have all kinds
of radios up there,

Q. The UHF, was that on and workiag?

A. Yes, sir. It is always on underway, every radio we hawe.

Q. When was the last you hadlchnnychochdudku'&ltthmm
actually receiving?

LR l*"’

A. That night | heard someone talking on it. K's a pretty rough radio. R's
hard to receive communications o it at s long distance. But i you're renl
close like our working net between Coast Guard boats over here, we takk o
each other on that if we are close enough to each other lihe from one ares to
another area if you are close enough but there is a 1ot of static on it. But
¥You can hear mumbling all the time.

Q. You did hear people talking on the UHF during your watch?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. When you spoke of other boats shooting up flares, how did you get this

information? Do they belong to the Market Time forces or do they belong
to other forces?

A. Yes, sir. As I understand it one of our own boats, the same type as
ours, has done this before. As far as I know there isn't any official way of
doing it. Some boats, I don't know how the other ones did it, but this is one
methed I've heard that they have dome it befors. A jot has passsd across
their bow and they shot up two red flares.

Q. From whom did you get this information?
A. This is from another gunner's mate on these boats.
Q. Do you recall who it was ?

-.. Yes, sir. It was William FULHRODT. He's a gunner's mate second
class on the Point Loma. '



Q. Have you discussed anythingym with other members of the

crew? Perhaps to compare notes with other members of the crew or with
any other investigator? f : -

A. Well, indirectly, we've all been talking about it, The other people of

the crew. As lar as going into details, we didn't say that much to each other
about it except how well all the boys really did and how they really kept their
heads about it. Mostly praising each other, sir, for what we went through and
how lucky we were I guenss.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his tutimoﬁy and excused.

AUSTIN, Donald L., 283969, C82, USCG, was called as 2 witness,
advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and sxamined
as follows:

Q. And what are your duties aboard ahip?

A, Commissary, cook.
Q. Would you give just the general nature of what duties you perform u‘mi

aboard ship? : .

A, Well, I'm a cook. I just work in the galley,
Q. Do you have any adciitiongl duties besides that?
A. I'm a loader on the 81 at the bow,

Q. Is this the full axtend of your duties?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you state in your own wc&ds, the time, what you were doing and
your own version of the incident in question?

A, When it all happened?
Q. Yes.

A. Well, I was in the rack. I don't know what time i was. 1 hearda
General Alarm go off. I got up and raa up to topside there and thers was

a {ire on the fantail. I was trying to get the fire out. | was working on that
thing up there. 1 was trying to get the fire hoss working when shots started
coming in, me and Mr. Van, the Vietnamese officer were up there trying
to get that pump going when the shots came in. Actually, afier that I
couldn't get up there because they were coming back shooting again. !
believe, 1 won't say for sure, that's when everybody got what they got. 1
don't know whether it was 2 rocket or actually what it was but it sounded
like it started coming apart. Then I believe we came over there and the
other guys were hurt and we brought them all down in the gally and tried to
help the ones out that were messed up. We went back up topside. I believe
they were trying to get in on the radio. They never did hear any more
abzzlaiely aven i they got a may day or not. I was a little shaky thers
anyway and somebody hollered when they startcd shocting ogein to come back -
down here, to get off the deck up there. I didm't get up or nothing., 1 think
the planes kind of quit and we headed back up there and they started again
and sumebody hollered for everybody to get over the side. Then I got the
Fireman. 1don't know who helped him over side. 1 was going to stay




and help him but they told me to jump over. I was bleeding myself 50 I
went aver the side and after that the {ire came in from over on the beach
there and after that I don't remember any more. Alter that we were in
shock and I don't remember any more after that, The last thing I remember
is when I woke up In Lhe hospital. Ican't say any more because if I don't
remember there is not any nmiore I could say.

Q. Do you know that if at any time the running lights of the ship were
turned on, or d&o you recall if lhey were on?

A. That I won't say because 1 never even noticed. I didn't think about that,
Q. Did you notice that they were on when you left the ship?
A. No, »ir, I didn't, sir.

Q. Have you discussed this with other members of the crew or other

people or other witnesses, or have you discussed it with otiwr boards of
investigation? .

A. No, sir. Ihaven't talked to nobody and nobody has come in and tlu
to ma.

The withess was duly cauiicned eoncerning his testimony and onund

PATTERSON, Richard H., 200048, .BMC, USCG, was callad as & witness,
advised of his rithtl under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and exmamined
as follows:

Q. Would you state your duties aboard ship?

A. Chief Boatswain's Mate aboard the ship. My duties are watchstanding
and maintenance,

Q. Would you expand on this and state the general nature of your day-to-
day duties which you are nurmally engaged in?

A. Make sure the work is accomplished on the boat, watchstanding, and a
litiie paperwork here and there; not much of that.

Q. What do your duties consist of when you're watchstanding, Chiel?
A. Ofticer of the Deck.

Q. And you are qualified as oificer of the deck?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Would you state in your own words the time (he ship was itluminated or
when you were {irst aware that the ship was belng illuminated or under attack,

what you were doing at that time and what your aclions were from that point
forward?

A. | was already awake to go on watch. I had the four to eight watch, I got
up and got dressed and went on deck ur siarted up Lhe Ladaer (o the Driage
and got about haliway up and all of & sudden things blacked out and I was on
the deck. 1 got up and looked around and the whole fantai] was ablage. At
that tiine the Chiel Engineman that was coming off watch, who was down in




the engine room to sign his l!l!, clmlp and asked what happened. 1

said the fantail was on fire 8o he ran down below and I grabbed the hose on
the port side. At that time the first class came up and he grabbed the hose
— on the starboard side.

Q. When you were going up the ladder, did you realize that the boat was
being illuminated then? Was it being illuminated then? You said that
everything kind of went black and you were on your back.

A. Usually at that time in the morning the moon is out in full and it's
usually bright. When I go on watch from four to eight in the morning it's
usually fairly bright up there, so I didn't notice the illumination. 8ir,
the next thing I did was saw the {ire and got the hoses and just about got
the fire out.' I had thought the gas tank back there blew up.

Q. You didn't think you were under attack then?

A, 1just thought it was that gas tank. We have five gallon gas tanks there,
Just about time we got the fire out they hit us again. I realized what it was.
As soon as we got the fire out, it must have been the second time they hit ),
I ran up on the bridge. I don't know if I saw the Captain or the Emecutive: !
Officer but he was laying on the bridge and sajd we're hit and 1 ean'tdo - ®
nothing, help me. Sir, at that time, we were only idling in the water. I N
said well, we've got to get the hell out of here, and we went wide opan and
started an evasion course. [ talked with the Executive Oficer who was hit )
too bad to stand up. By that time they hit s again. Before I could do T W"\
anything after that hit, the radios went out. The only thing to do was throw 7 o
up a couple of fiares. I went back to get the flares from the back side of —
the wing and everything was gone out of the flare locker. Just the flares
were gone. 8o I went back and the only thing we could do was run an svasion
course and try to get to the river where Xray Alfa was. I asked the Enscutive
Officer what was our last position and he said we're right on the southern
tip of the DMZ zone. Well, I said the only thing I can do is try to get to the
— river with Xray Alfa. Maybe they can help us alert somebodv. He told me
that they did get through to Article and stated that we 3 dto
help us and they rogered. B

.

Q. Would you eéxplain who Article is?
A, Article is the operational commander for us. P,’gr
Q. That's the Coastal Surveillance Command? (PQ

A. Yes, sir. Iknow what time it started. It started ir,
that's when  went on watch. I lost power. I headed to the peach as close as
I could. Iknew I was near the river; had to be near the river by then. 1
headed in as far as she would go and she finally quit altogether, I got every-
body into two groups. Chief Wolf took one group and I took the other group
and we went on over to the beach. The group that I was commanding got on
the rafts and everything and headed on over to the beach. About halfway to
the beach I had the groups split up in case they started again. About halfway
to the beach I received fifty caliber fire and I could hear mortars coming
overhead

-

Q. Where were you recelving the fifty caliber {ire from?

A. It locked to me like it was coming right off the beach. I was In the
water. [t could have been a boat between us and the beach. It could have
been the beach. ] don't kno\q. It looked like the beach. So we started back




out to the boét when we realize! !l the pll.nel hadn't fireq for maybe

{ifteen minuteg, Maybe they got the word who we were. Now tg et back }
out to the bogt and answer the fire on the beach with our tiftiey, Befory

we got back oyt to the boat the other g2 footer wag coming in. The tire

stopped from the beach and the firgt thing I knew they starteg Picking ug

A. At the time, he wag by himseit, The gunner's mate and the Eneculive

Otficer stoog the watch together, MyseN and 4 Second clagy Agineman,
ther. Wiat he way doing wag breaking the

Sunner's mate j; for walches, He W&o -- they were Sotting roady to put

a letter in o him, .

Q. Isit normal that theye Are two peapie un the bridge standing the wabch?

A. Yes, gir, Alwayg hag 1o keep at loast two peopls on the bridge,
especially a¢ night, ang during the daytime algo,

Q. In your Watches on the bridge, what Are the dutjes of the two people on
duty and what phyaijca) functions go they Perform?

A. Well, when the engineers seng them yp there, the engineman 1 wigy
me. He ig the helper, I have the Con. When he §088 to take the waiches,

junior officep of the deck. Do YOU usually have 5 helmaman r;mu 2 junjor
officer uf the day, plus an officer of the deck?

Q. Would You descripe your knowledce of recognition and or identification
Codes? That iy for ships ang aircraft, Particular|y Market Time ships.

A. We have 3 get of three. One for the U. 8, » ONe {or the Vietnamege Navy,

and one for the Junk force, Each day 1ty changed. w, keep them on the

board on the bridge. what the recognition ig .. it's usually 5 two- lettey

Yecoynition groyp, g OF the junk force we use numerals for them boemnt\\

is easjer for them to Answer numerajsy than it is wits lotters, That is by
blinker lght,
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Q. How would you expect an alrcr!t Io !!allenge you?

A. The only way I could see for an atrcraft to challenge is to fire a shot
across your bow and by illumination. For fast aircraft I don't see how they
could challenge us with blinker lights. I don't see how they could recognize
a blinker light. That's why we kesp them flares up there, The old man told
us 2 couple of times any time we got challenged by aircraft to go ahead and
use the flares. :

Q. Which flares were you instructed to use?
A, Two redflares,
Q. Would you describe the type of flares and the method of firing tham?

A. It's ten caliber hand held tiares. Well, they're the flare pistol, the
ten caliber, or ten guage.

Q. You're speaking of what is commonly known as a very pistol? .

A. Yes, sir. The other flare pistol we have up there is strictly a
parachute flare,

. A

“we -‘il

Q. The question arises, Chief Patterson, you said that after the second -
pesa the radios were out. Could you describe how you knew which radios
were in operation prior Lo the second pass and how you found out that the
radics had gone out after the second pass?

A. When I went up there I heard one radio. One of them said somwthing.

I don't have any idea and have no way of telling which one it was. After that
I tried all radios; nothing. A little while later the Chief Engineman ran up
there and said can I do anything. I said for God's sake go down in the cabin
down there, get the radio, switch it on local and see if you can get shold of
somebody and cail them off. So, he came down I understand and reached
Bee King and got something through to them. He did resch Bee King., They

- have the op con in that particular area.

Q. Is that Bee King?
A, That's the code name, Bee King.

Q. In your observation, how many firing passes were made on the ship by
the aircraft? .

A. Ihave no way to tell. They just come one after another. It must have
lasted forty-five minutes or something like that, When I was in the water I
looked at my watch and it was a quarter of five. I went on watch at a quarter
to four and they had quit maybe ten or fifteen minutes prior to us getting
everybody in the water,

Q. Were these continuous firing passes during this time or would you say
they were at two minute intervals, four minute intervaia?

A. Well, there was an interval hatwaan anch onn. T don't know how long the
interval was. It seemed not to be very long at the time. I would just start
thinking that maybe they found out who we were and about that time another
flare would go off and here they would come again. Icould hear the planes
8Woop over and as soon as they would awoop over I would hit the deck up there.
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A® s0on as the firing stoppeMnd 8ee where | was and take

off again. All the navigation equipment was knocked out on the bridge, The
only thing I had to go by was the beach. I could see it lit up from the flares,

2. Have you ever been challenged by any aircraft on the voice radio, on the
UHF ?

A. On the voice, no, sir, not since I've been up here,

Q. Have you ever had any aircraft cail you on the UHY radio?
A. Not on the UHF. I've talked to them on the VRC-48, 46, 4 ke,
Q. That's your FM? '

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Which types?

A. The only thing I talked to were the Cat Kills and the Bird Dogs,
Q. These were the 01 type?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you turn on, or do you know if any lights were turned on aboard the
ship, prior to, during or after the attack?

A. 1don't think there was. | thought about turning them on. 1 thought
better of it because we wore silhowstiad. Me could tell what we were.
There was no doubt about it in my mind. M we had turaed our running lights
on, I feel that that would have given that much better target. Because after
we had gotten underway and started on an svasion course, we wasn't getting
hit near as bad, 1 don't know if he didn't see us as good then or what it was
but I was scared to turn the running lights on and give him that much more
advantage.

ot
b diver

) ) -'ﬁ'

Q. Then to your lmowlod;e‘, at no time were the running lights turned on?

A, No, sir, but the next. morning when we got back aboard the runaing
lights were on. Idon't know if one of the ships that came out to cur
assistance turned them on or what, but they were on.

Q. Did you notice when you were leaving the ship whether they were on or
not?

A. Ididn’t notice, sir.

Q. 8ince you had taken command of the ship, do you think anyone would
have turned them on?

A. They couldn't have, When I took command of the ship, I was the only one
in the ptlot house, The only other time someons else was up there was that I
told the first class boalswain's mate thar wnen we had a pause after each run
that after each run, run up hiere and I'll let you know if I'm alright and if 1
ain't, take over, Jf 1 am, get the hell back down below. 8o after every run
he would come up there and I would tell him I was airight and to get out and
g0 back down.
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Q. Did you order everyone !mrn !low l!r attack ?

A. The ones that wers still walking around. The ones that were down below
I told them to just take the wounded inside and do what you can for them.

Q. Chief, did you give the ordof to abandon ship and to split up into two
groups?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was your reasoning for abandoning the ship at the time that you did?

A. When I did we were dead In the water. We couldn’t move at the time, and

I wanted to get everyone away, a8 far away from the ship and into the beach as
close as possible before they hit us Again because we were nothing but a sitting
target and they could at their leisure just come in,

Q. Would you describe the condition of your sngines at that time?

A, The engines were still running but [ couldn't get but a few turns out of-
them. 1found out later the next day what the trouble was. These engingaf
require quite a bit of air and both blowers which supply air to the sagines ,
were knocked out. They just faded o down and died right out. Icouldn't get
over tdling speed out of them. At that speed you might as well ba dead in the
water,

Q- Have you ever been given any verbal ;nstruetlona or read any written
instructions regarding identification or recognition of Market Time forcea?

A. Yes, sir. Ihave been given both verbal and I read them. All the OOD's
are famillar with them. They are on three ssparate sheets that cover a month
at a time. Every month we get a new sheet of recognitions. It has the
instructions right on top.

Q. Does this include the surface to air recognition?
A. Yes, sir, it specifies surface to air.

Q. Do you rocrnll what your surface to air instructions were? X you wers
to be challenged by an aircraft, in what manner would you be challenged and
what would your reply be?

A. Like I say, we have a different code each day and that's by blinker light.
Say the code is MVBD. Alright, he would send me the chalienge AA, 1
weuld answer with BD and the would give me MA, or whatever it was, that
he was U.8§.

Q. Chief, have you ever used any other type, or are you aware of any other
type of recognition cude used by anyone other than the Market Time forces?
Have you been instructed in any of these other than the Market Time?

A. Idon't understand what you mean by that,

Q. Well, you realize that there-are other type lurves vperaiing in this area
Or 1n these waters 7

A. Well, there is either U.8. forces, Vietnamese or jumk forces. We don't

have any recognition for VC. U.8. covers all U.8. aircraft and ships and
land outfits that we have, ¢

!




Q. As far as you know, all the cal !at you have cover all U.S. shipa?

A, It says, well, we have il on our board, Navy. But that means U.8.,
well, just on our plastic board it covers all U, 98,

Q. Have you ever been illuminated by aircraft before?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Is this & commonplace thing, or how often has this hagpened?

A. Yes, sir, especially in this area. Why just the night before [ was
uluminmed by a helicopter. It was just one fiash. He didn't use a flare,
He used one ‘of these {lashbulba that you use to take pictures with. 1 had
the flares out ready to glve it back to him when I seen him on the radar.

He was coming down. He must have been moving esixty or ssventy miles an
hour it seemed like. When he cams down [ broke = starlight scope out.
That |s our night observation gear. Wa just had him on the starlight when
I recognized what it was and 1 got two flares off. At that time he m
for a while and took our picture and never returned.
Q. Does your radar have any IFF identification capability for uﬂrﬂt?

A. No, sir. It is stricily surface radar. Somathing like that hellsopler -
low on the water we pick him up pretty good.

Q. Do you have any way that you can identify yourself to someons alse
searchlighting you with radar? _

A, You mean can we signal out over our radar?

Q. H someone has you on radar comiact, is there any way they ¢could dmow
you are friendly?

A. No, sir. Iknow what you mean, No, sir, the only Coast Guard ship
I've seen that on is & lightship.

The board recessed at 1137, 15 August 1968,
The board opened at 1237, 15 August 1964,

All persons connected with the iavestigation who were pressat when the
board recessed were again present. e

Chief Patterson resumed his place as a witness, was reminded that he
was still under oath, and was further examined as follows:

Q. Chief Patterson, you mentioned in your testimony that once you
established where you were on the bridge, that your position was proceeding
Socuth to try to make the river?

A, Yes, air.

Q. Would you identifs which viffar you ware speaking of ¥

A. The Cua Viet River which is just about halfway in our area, the 1Al,
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Recorder: Let the record show that Chief Patterson identified the Cua Viet
River on the chart that is being used {or this investigstion (Exhibit 1).

Q. Chief, in your experience on any of these patrols, have you ever baen
called upon to identify yourself- or do you know of any case where the
Market Time ships have been called upon to identify themselves by radio?

A. No, sir, other than Lhe spotter plane would call us when he had something
he wanted us to check cut for him. That would be on the VRC-48. That's all.

Q. 1Isee, This is on your FM, your 46.4 radio?

A, Yes, sir,

Q. That wal- always by spotter plane, not by any type attack aireraft?
A. Any time I've been on watch, it's only been by spotter plane.

Q. Do you know of any other craft in the Market Time forces that has been?
In your converaation with someone ? .-

av ’
A. No, sir. It never has come up. Inever have talked about it very mjeh.
The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.

RUSSELL, Billy R., 324837, BM1, UBCG, was called as & witness,
advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and examined
as follows:

Q. Would you please state where you were when you first knew you were
being illuminated or attacked?

A. 1had the eight to twelve watch and I was in the rack asleep at the time,
My first impression of it was that I thought we had run aground. It sounded
like we were scraping. I immediately jumped up and went up the ladder
there and saw through the door that the whole fantail was afire so I grabbed
a {ire hose and began fighting the fire. I began fighting the fire and I still
didn't know we'd been hit by airplanes. I didn't know what. I didn't have
time to think at the time I guess. I had just got the fire out and I turned
around and we had been hit again and all the guys behind me were wounded
and I seen the Captain run out of the bridge. It looked like he went over on
the starboard side with something black in his hand. I don't know what it
was. Later we found out it was a very pistol. He must have been going to
throw a couple of {lares in the air or something. I immediately started
bringing the wounded guys down to the mess decks. We kept getting hit and
hit again. I went to the Chief and he went to the bridge and I kept checking
on the chief on the bridge to make sure he was alright. Between each run
I'd go up on the bridge to make sure he was alright and I'd come back beiow
and we'd get hit again and then I'd go back up. 1 don't know how many runs
we were hit, but I [igure about seven to nine times that we were hit, The
iast time 1 went to the bridge the Chief said I've lost power and we have to
abandon ship. I said well, Chief, everybody is wounded. The Chief said
well, we're sitting ducks in the water. K we don't get off here, we'll all get
it. We got all the wounded guys off the mess deck and starteu PuMLIIyg ol ue
life jackets and putting them over the side. The guys that wasn't wounded
started swimming toward the beach., A seaman and myself threw over the
life rafts. All this time that we were deing this we were still illuminated,
wondering whelher another run was going to come in or what. We were




gelling guys off as (ast as we coul!. ! we had them on deck and they came

in again, they would wipe everybody out, We started swimming in toward
the beach. We were getting fire from the beach. ! didn't know whether the
Chiel knew we were getting fire or not so I kept trying to cail him to tell him
not to go on into the beach because we were getting fire. About this time I
seen the other Coast Guard cutter was on the scene so I turned around. I

- had the news reporter and the liaison officer with me and started swimming
towards the other Coast Guard boat, I got there and they picked us up and
the rest of them and came on back in.

Q. Do you know if at any time the running lights were turned on?

A, Well, not to my own knowledge. I don't know whether the running lights
were on or not. [ heard later that they were but I can't say for sure.

Q. Did you notice when you were putting people over the side and putting
rafts over the side whether the running lights were on?

A. No, sir, I didn't. Inever noticed whether the running lights were on.
There were a lot of lights but I presumed they were coming from the !h':z
we were getling, I didn’t look at the running lights. I didm‘t think about:

' -y

Q. Did you notice if the docking lights were on?
A. To my knowledge, sir, I don't know.
Q. Would you tell us what you said the other Coast Guard Cutter was?

A. The Coast Guard Cutter Polnt Caution. We usually call each other by
call signs, Article XKila,

Q. Do you have any personal knowledge of aircraft contacting any of the
Market Time boats by radlc other than the spotler aircraft and the Bird Dog
alrcraft?

A. No, sir, I've only been on here two months. At times I've seen these
jets go over and never have talked to them. I'd say about, oh, I don't know
the exact date but I was illuminated on that coast around the 1Tth on my
watch at that time but I didn't lalk to the plane at that time. He just
illuminated me and went on. I don't know whether that ig a chalienge or
not. Ihad never been challenged by an aireraft before.

Q. Are you a qualitied officer of the deck?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What recognilion or identification signals have you been briefed on that
you would expect or would expect to return in regards to aircraft?

A. Well, they said if we were ever Muminated to fire two red flares in the
alr and that would tell them that we were friendly forces.

Q. Have you been briefed on any type ol radio contact with aircraft?

A. As far as ] knew, sir, we had no radio contact with the aircraft, with

the exception of possibly the UHF. 1 understand we never talked to any
aircraft except the Bird Dog and the Cal Kills. The Cat Kills come up in

the morning and usually check their radios out with us or something like that
on the UHF and the CI-13, or we talk {0 them an of the other frequencies.




Q. In speaking of the C1-13, you're talking about the FM radio?
A. No, sir, jt's the 46, 4,

Q. You were on the twenty to twenty-four hundred watch? You had the deck
at that time?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you identify on the chart what your position was when you went
off watch at 24007

A. Yes, sir. Itock a radar fix at 3330 and I was three miles south of the
DMZ. two and one half miles off the beach.

Q. How did you identify that you were three miles below the DMZ?

A. Well, we used this river hers, the Cua Viet, on the radar and we can
use the eight mile scale to pick these rivers up and take your dividera and
position yoursell on the chart. Just take your bearings on the const line

Q. Did you take your bearing from the Cua Tung River and the Cua Vlozi
River?

aw .y‘

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And triangulated these to give your p;mﬂou?

A. Yes, sir. ! was two and & half miles off the coast and I was proceeding
to ses at two hundred turna.

Q. At that time, in which direction were you heading 7

A. At that time I was going east, sir. I didn't have any specific heading. 1
was jusl going off the coast & ways. We had noticed movament on the beach

and the Capiain said we would stay around that area there and see if anything R \

developed. I had called the Captain to the bridge and told him about this. pj\‘v“'}' e
We had had two boats; had them radared al one and one quarter mile below > A
the Cua Tung Into the beach Lhers. They were identifled as one and one
quarter mile above the 17th so we couldn’t bother them so the Captain said
we'd just have to stay in this area and watch the boats and if they came across
the 17th we'd pick them up.

Q. Did you have any way of knowing or did you know what your position was
when you came up on deck the first time alier the attack?

A. No, sir. The thing I know is that we were going South because the
toasiline was on the wlarboard side. That was the only way that I could
know the position. I don't know what our posilion was but we were going
Souih.

Q. How far off the coast would you estimale you wére, or would you have
any way of telling?

A. 1 would have no way of telling but I could see the coast. The fiares were
lighting up the coastline, bul I don't know how far.
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Q. You did say that you were three miles below the DMZ?
A. Yes, sir, when [ went off watch I was three miles below the DMZ.
Q. This was the southern boundary of the DMZ?

A. Yes, sir, but the DMZ line, the Captain has it drawn on the chart and
it is three miles wide {from the Cua Tung,

Q. And you were an additional three miles below that?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. How do you remember your position mo accurately?

A, Well, Itook the position at 2330 right before I was relieved at a quarter
'til 2400, The Executive Officer came up on the bridge. The Captain was,
well, every half hour we had to have positions. The last week he's besn
acting like, overbearing on making sure you knew where your position was
every thirty minutes. The night before that I was five minutes iats and he
come up on the bridge and asked what my position was and I couldn't poimtf
right at the spot and I got a good chewing out just for being five minutes lgje.
Sc, I wae on my toes about the position. :

Q. You were five minutes late in taking a position?

-

A. Yes, sir.

Q. To your knowledge, Russell, has the craft every gone North of the 17th
Parallel, even by accident?

A. No, sir, not to my knowiedge.

Q. Has anyone questioned you regarding position since you have come back
from this incident?

A. lhaven't been questioned, sir. I've made statemsnts about the positions
but I haven't been... I take that back. I think the Captain did ask me before
if I knew where my poaition was or something. I 1old him what my position
was when 1 went off watch.

Q. In your statement that you gave Captain Loforte, did you show your
position or did you give your position when you went off waich?

A. [dor't quite follow you, air.

Q. Did you include in your statement lo Caplain Loforte your position at the
time you went off watch?

A. Yes, sir, § did.
Q. Russell, since you are a qualified officer officer of the deck, would you

explain what your instructions are during your four hour tour of duty? Do you
have a certain area you want to watch or do you just look at the whoie situation?

A. Well, usually during the daylight hours the officer of the deck has the
discretion of going in the area he particularly wants to go. I mean if you
see something suspicious, the Captajn would let you go check it out or if

you wanted to run in close along the bou!\ line. He wpuld usually say report
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everything in the area, But at night time we had our night order book. He
would write in there what he wanted you to do and where he wanted you to
patrol and how far up the beach he wanted you to patrol and then he said if you
have any cargo junks call me. 1 always had to raise him for cargo junks and
anything that was big. The little junks we checked them out ourselves. We'd
usually wake up the liaison officer and he would check the papers and things
and question people. At night time they weren't allowed to move 80 if we saw
anything moving we considered it suspicious and would go check it out.

Q. On the night that you had the duty, of the 10th of August {rom eight to
twelve, what were your instructions regarding patro! and what to look for ?

A. Well, at the time I had the watch, Xray Alfa had called us up and asked
Uk, ... .

Q. Excuse me, when you speak of Xray Alfa, you're speaking of the Coastal
Surveillance Center ? :

exact name of it.

t

A. Yes, sir. It's in the Cua Viet. We call it Xray Alfs. I don't know.the

v
b
-
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Q. What is Xray Alfa? Would you pleass explain it for the record?

A. It is a Vietnamese outpost 1 guess Pou woulld eall it. It has Amerisan-
officers or advisors. The senior advisor called us on the radio and
uthathmuuh;twobuuuwthmdwhcnthoycuﬂﬁhou

of the 17th to fire two warning shots to tell them that they were

to the 1Tth. Our night orders read that we were to patrol the northern

on of 1Al and we would call the Captain if Xray units got within one
ile of the 1Tth.

H

I
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Q. Did you have these unils on your radar?
A. Yes, sir, Idid. They came up just below the DMZ, turned around and
went back. I believe that if I can remember correctly they were three miles

below me when I was relieved on the watch. They were headed back towards
the river, :

Recorder: Em;rpt- from Night Order Book are eniered as:
Exhibit 2: Standing Night Orders
Exhibit 3: Certified True Copy of page for § August ..
Exhibit 4: Certified True Copy of page for 10 August

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.




WILLIAMS, Virgil G., 346736, ET2, USCG, was called as a witness, advised
of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and examined as follows:

Q. Would you describe your duiies aboard the craft, please?

A. Iam the electronics technician aboard. | keep the equipment In
operational condition.

Q. Would you please describe the equipmenl which you maintain and keep
up? .

A. The types of equipmeni?

Q. Yes, the general nalure of the squipment which is your responsibility,
A. We have UHF equipment, FM osquipment, MF equipment, rader, and
fathometer. Ikeep it in operational maintensnce. It was all in operation
that night.

Q. How olten do you check this equipment to make sure it's qnnttmal

v e
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A. It's checked every day, sir.
Q. At what time in it checked every day?
A. Before noon, or around ten o'clock. .

Q. In there standing orders or BOP of some type which requires that you be
called immediately and informed of any equipment that goss down?

A. ldon't know, but I'm always called any {ime something happens. At the
moment it happens I'm called. 1 go up and repalr i,

Q. When was the last time that you had a maliunction or that you were called
to repair one of your radios?

A, It's been a couple of months, sir, Liltle, If any, of the radio equipment
has broken down while I was aboard.

Q. In what condition would you describe your UHF equipment, your EF and
FM squipment?

A. All the equipmen! was in top condition at lhe time., ¥ was checked before

we got underway and we get radlo checks when we get underway to make sure.

The FM equipment was brand new; just put aboard and the rest of it was in
lop condltion.

Q. You say that your UHF when you checked it that morning was reading tive
by five or how would you describe it?

A. It would be hard io say on UHF because we have no ome to check with
unless there is an aircraft somewhere in the aren.

WA how did you check your UHF on the morning of the 10th?

A. We recheck it and check lhe tuning and retune it and check the receiver
to make sure it's receiving,



Q. Do you do this by meter or can you c!eck it with another boat, say in

the area?

A, Yes, sir, i there is another boat in the area within {ifteen miles we
can check the radic with them.

Q. How did you check it on the morning of the 10th?

A, The eqhipment has a meter installed and you have ditferent settings to
check different circuits of the equipment. They all checked correctly,

Q. But you didn't actually call anyone or receive anything on the UHF %

A. No, sir, not on the UHF.

Q. Willlams, how do you calibrate your radar, the ranging of your radar?
A. It's preset. It hasn't been calibrated as far as I know since I wag

aboard. It has a certain; each quarter I believe it has to be calibrated by
ERE. '

T
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Q. And what is ERS?
A. Electronic repair shop aboard the YR.

Q. Do you know when the iast time the radar was calibrated for Astovuth snd
ranging to be absolutely correct or correét within whatever toleranse ¥

A. We use relative bearing. We have no aximuth. As {ar ae calibration, 1
don't know, sir,

Q. Do you know that if at any time during the attack or thereafter if the
running lights of the ship were turned on?

A. No, sir.

Q.. Or the docking lights ?

A. No, sir,

Q. Where were you when the attack started?

A. The first run, I was asleep; the second run I was on deck behind Chief
Patterson with the fire hose. Each run alterward I was ‘down below or else
i the cabin trying to get out on the radio.

Q. Are the running lights under your jurisdiction also as far as the main-
tenance and repair of them?

A. No, sir. They are under the engineering department.

Q. Can you give me your estimate as to how accurate the radar is aboard
the boat here?

']

A. I'd say it's at a distance of ;bmt 200 Yards, no maoré or ac legs.
Q. At what range is this 200 yard tolerance?

A. Thal is eight miles, sir.
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Q. What about your azimuth?
A. We use relative bearings and it's correct, sir.
Q. Correct to what degree? Within 5 degrees?

A. Within one degree, air.

Q. Do you know if there is any type of IFF or radar identification aboard
this craft?

A. No, sir.
Q. Are you-familiar with IFF?
A. Just vaguely, sir.

Q. But you know there's none aboard here?

N

A. There's none aboard on this type boat, sir. . ;

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excusqd,

O'CONNOR, David E., 353629, SN, USCG, was caliedas a witness, advised of
his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly aworn, and examined-as {ollows:

Q. O'Connor, could you tell us where you were when you knew that you wers
either being illuminated or attacked and briefly what your acticns were sfter
that?

A. Well, I was sleeping. I was in the rack forward after the first hit. 1
figured we ran aground because the stern was shaking. When I went up on
deck I saw that we had a fire back aft so I helped break out the fire hoses.

I broke out the hoses and helped the boatswain's mate on the starboard side
help put out the fire. As soon as the fire was out, we received what | guess
was the second run and during that most of the men were injured. I stayed
on deck and tried to give assistance to Phillips who was badly wounded and
just about after the last run they made we got him down below decks, sir.
Then we got word we were sinking and brought all the men up on deck and
gave them life jackets and lowered them over the side. The boatswain's mate
and I then threw the rubber raft over and I went up forward and I got & balsa
wood raft and we got all the wounded men in the rajt and we started heading
toward the beach. The first party | guess was between a hundred and two
hundred yards ahead of us. They were out of sight and our party was the
reporter, Mr. Van, the boatswain's mate, the chief engineman and I. We
got about halfway to the beach when we realized that we had been recsiving
fire from the beach and we figured the best bet would be head out to sea and
back to the boat, I left the raft and swam back to the boat to give fire support
from the fifty caliber, At this time I was about halfway between the raft and
the boat and realized that I was being fired at so I decided on swimming around
to the port side and climbing up that side; the starboard side was to the beach.
I got just about abeam of the bow and I saw the Caution come up and picked

e up and I explained to him where the other men were and they proceeded
then tn nick up the others. -

Q. O'Connor, do you know how many atlacks, or did you count the number
of attacks that were made upon the boat?




A. The only thing I could g!vellwould be an estimale, sir. 1 estimated

between seven and nine attacks,
Q. Belween seven and nlne attacks?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. O'Connor, at any time during or after the attacks did you notice Lhe
running lighls were on or had been turned on?

A. Ididn't even notice, sir. Someone said that they had turned on the
lights. 1 juat didn't notice, slr; too busy myself,

Q. How about when you were gwimming back to the boat?
A. Il was 80 well illuminated, I didn’t even notice Lhat, sir.
Q. You said that you were being fired upon when you were swimming back?

A, It was from the shore, sir, ' :

Q. You were being fired upon from the shore? :f
A. Yes, sir. There were two poaiiions they were [iring at us from. Ome

was to my left which was over by the Cua Viet River and at the time I didn't
even reallze it was a junk boat. I guess the reporis were that they had fired
some rounds at us. The other {ire was oming from the right I would say
about a mile or two down lhe beach. Afterwards I realized that it couldn’t
have been iriendly fire. It must have been the VC.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused,

LCDR Howard Henry ISTOCK, USCG, 5019, was called as a witness,
advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and examined
as follows:

Q. Commander, we're concerned in questioning other witnesses into the
area of recognition and idenlification procedures and training of the deck
waiches and OOD watches on this cutter in particular, and in the olher
cutters or boats invoived in Market Time operations. Could you give us
specifically the procedures for challenging and for reply for our boats
involved in Market Time operations?

A. Bir, there are three separale challenge systems. ‘These are issued to
the boats as classified material for periods of lime, periods of lhirty days.
The boats keep them on board prior to going on a patrol, They take these
challenge and reply systems and post them on the board for the days they
will be on pairols; the'days which they will be involved. The procedure for
using them is to first note the day that's involved, the type of craft to be
challenging, or if you are 1o give the challenge, you send the signal for that
day and the person being chaillenged responds with the proper signal for (hat
day. If somebody challenged you, you have to know what to send back to
them. It is always done by flashing lights.

WS- A little more specifically, what type of signal would you expect from an
aircraft that was trying to identify you?

A. A two leiter code signal.

T



Q. In what manne;'; an aldis LI mp or some type of flashing light?

A. Yes, sir, aldis lamp or {lashing light.
Q. Commodore, who is responsible lor the overall training of the division?

A. The ultimate responsibility is the squadron commander in Saigon and I
am directly responsible to the squadron commander.,

Q. Is there a training program on recognition and identification procedures?
That is on the boate themselves, not the division staffs. And who monitors
this training?

A, The commanding officer of the boat and myself.

Q. Are there records kept as to how much training is received by each
individual ?

A, I'm not sure on this boat how it was done. On some boats they do have
individual training records but on some boats they don't,

Q. 1In monitoring this what procedures do you use to ascertain if the trlh&n(
is being conducted?

A. I conduct ORI inspections {operational readiness inapsctions) on the boats.
I come aboard myseli with my check-off list and my own peopla and I take the
boat out and conduct drills and exercises and watch to see how they perform.

1 also make pairols myself. I made a patrol on this boat. The purpose of
making these patrols was to observe the people carry out the various require-
ments of the patrols and the various requirements of the operational command.

Q. X the boat was belng made low passes on by an aircraft, what would you
expect the officer of the deck or the skipper of the ship to do, especially at
night?

A. Assuming it is a friendly airplane or enemy airplane?
Q.I If an alrplane is buzzing over trying to get your attention so to speak.

A. The things that I would do or that some pecple would do is try to send
them a them a flashing recognition wignal; if possitl>, try to send them a
very pistol signal or communicate by radio.

Q. How would you communicate by radio?

A. The one that is used most on these patrols is 277.8 mc. We have
communicated with Navy aircraft on this quile a {ew tlines.

Q. On what occasions have you communicated with Navy airplanes on 277.87

A. My own experience was on patrol. The Market Time patrol craft; one
specific instance an Air Force plane came overhead during an Air Force
group operation and we talked to him on 277.8 just before he landed here.
That is of my own knowledge, .

Q. Commodore, there have been instances brought up by other testimony of
boats being tlluminated at night while on Market Time patrol. Are these the

subject of a report that is passed on either to you and further or to you and
noted?
27
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A. [ know on one specific 1n!lance where E report was made to me about a

boal being illuminated. The procedure for me receiving reports is during
debrlefing of the boats when they come in irom patrols, At one of these
debriefs the commanding officer did mention that he had been illuminated.
Also my procedures after the debrieling is to either personally go up to my
operational commander, Commander Nolan, or our operatlons officer and
g0 vp and brief him on these instances. I would have to check the record to
see if it was written but I know a verbal report was made by me on one of
these briefings. Where they go from there I don't know. Commander Nolan
is my operational commander. I make my reports to him,.

Q. Commodore, about Lhe command relationships between the skippers of
the boats and higher authority, will you clarify thia?

A. Yes, sir. Iam lhe boats®administrative commander. I am their
commander while they are here at the YR, The minute they leave tim YR
and go on patrol they are chopped to an oparational commander. That
operational commander being Commander Task Group 115. 1, Commander
Nolan. .
Q. Whai type of very pistiol or emergency signal have you had and where.
is this prescribed?

T
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A, There are on board very pistols. There are Mark 13 day and night .
launchers and the requirements are listed in our abandon ship instructions
and our ORI check lists. I'm not sure if there are any other requirements
or not,

Q. What I'm getting at is, do you use very pistols (or emergency signals ?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where is this prescribed that you do use them znd what times you use
them and what signals you use?

A. The only reference I know of here in Vietnam is there is a reference to
it in the Markel Time op order. From my own experience back in the states

with Coast Guard, we're all familiar wilh pyrotechnics and very signals and
distress signala, .

Q- Do you recall, Commo&ore, when the last time there was an ORI for this
particular craft?

A. Idon't know the exact dales but it was one in June,
Q. Do you have a record of this in your flles?
A. !'m sure I do.

Q. And do you have copies of rules of engagement? Are they kept on board
the ship?

A. Rules of engagement again are lisled in the CTF 115 op order and they
are on ship. -

Q. Are the MAR OPY identification requirements on board, or are they kept

on board each one of the cutters or were they physically aboard the Point
Welcome ?




A. I don't know specifically on !oard t!a !oint Welcome. I'll have to look

through their records and see if it was on ihe Point Welcome,

Q. Is this normally kept on board. Are they operating so far North imt
their MAR OPS signals would be kept on board ?

A. Ibelieve 80, by discussing this with other commanding officers. They
were aware of it and they were famillar with {t and my answer is I think they
were on board.,

Q. Can we verify this?

A. I'm sure it's classified.

Recorder: Enfer as Exhibit 5: Certified True Copy of Extract of Bridge
Log of Point Welcome for 11 August 1986,

The witness was duly caulioned concerning his testimony and excused.

CDR Joseph D, NOLAN, USN, 550717/1100, was called as a witness
advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and ¢ v, d
as follows: i

Q. Commander Nolan, would you give the, starting with the skipper of the
Point Welcome, how his chain of command and control would g0 from there?

A. Iam the Northern Area Task Group Commander, reporting directly and
am responsible to Commander Task Force 118 in Saigon. My responsibility
is to assume operational control of the ships and craft that are made available
to me for Market Time operaifons. As such, one of the units is the Point
Welcome, The Point Welcome leaves DaNang to go on to & noemal patrol in
Markei Time operations and she reports directly for operational control to
me, Commander Task Group 115.1, I am responsibls for assigning the
patrol areas and I am responsible for reporting to higher authorities whatever
incidents she encounters while on patrol. I receive daily reports from the
boats while on station and in turn submit these to CTF 115, Any time an
inclident occurs which is a result of enemy action or surveillance operations
which are the boat's duties, the direct communications is to my command
center in DaNang, Upon completion of patrol the boat returns to port to be

In turn chopped back to her adminisirative commander, in this case,
Commander Coast Guard Divigion 13.

Q. I@ihink that wraps it up very well, How about {he responsibility for
training of the crews?

A. Commander Task Force 115 has assigned the responsibility of training

of the personnel of the unita assigned to Market Time operations to their
respeclive administrative commanders. These administrailve commanders
have been assigned with task unit designaiions and in our particular area here

a task unit designation ts assigned to the Coast Guard Commodore and one to
the 8wifi Commodore.

Q. Does the Coast Guard Commodore report directly to you as regards
training matters and training reeords?

A. No, sir. The Coast Guard Commodore I8 in turn responsible to his
squadron commander which is Commander Coast Guard Bquadron 1 in 8iagon.



Q. Who is responsible for training and enlurlng the officers of the.deck

and the skippers of the ships have knowledge of tte Market Time operatioﬁs,
should have a working knowledge of the Market Time op orders, CTF 115
Market Time orders?

A. Each ship, each Coast Guard cutter has a copy of CTF 115 op order.
The responsibillty fof ensuring that the individual commanding officers and
in the case of the swift boats, the oificers-in-charge are not only aware of
the contents of the op order but are quite familiar with it Is not a task of
the operaticnal cominander. As operaiional commander, Ican only assume
that when a boat is made available to me that its personnel are not only
qualified to operate the boat, but to conduct and perform their mission
ansigned.

Q. Do you r'mppen to know what's In the CTF 115 op order as regards
recognition and identification procedures?

A, Ican't quote the paragraph but there's a small paragraph in there.
However, I'm not that familiar with the contents of that particular section
of the op order. _—

Q. Who was the first one aboard from the Point Caution to remove the
Capiain's body ? i

A, No, sir, Ido not know.

G- I'm interested in one point. It was brought out in testimony that the
Captain of the Point Welcome went immediately to the {lare locker on the
bridge and in one of the messages it said that he was on the bridge after
he was hit with an aldia lamp beside him. The members of the crew who
testilied indicated that he might have had a very pistol in his hand in one
testimony and the other stating that a very pistol was next to him. I was
wondering if you knew, That's the reason why I asked about who was the
{irst to remove his body to clarify that point. Or did anyone make any
reports to you as to the presence of a very pistol?

A. No, sir, not at that particular point in the procedure. However, I had
heard, understand it's only hearsay, that one of the crewmembers had seen

the Captain proceeding to the bridge or on the bridge, exactly where I'm

not sure, but the crewmember did state ihe Caplain had the aldis lamp in
his hand. When the boat returned here at approximately 1815H that day I f
walted on board the YR-71 to allow the Coast Guard people to express their
statements of sorrow to the survivors and the people who brought the boat

In. Shortly thereafter I went on board. Iexamined the boat superficlally to

get an idea of the extent of damiage. I had heard ihat the Captain had been hit

on the starboard wing of the bridge. 1'd heard that his body had initially been
found there. That somebody had tried to remove his body {o@ medical ‘ .
evacuation, However, it's not clear lo me whether or not they had made
atlempts to evacuate the bodies of the dead when they tried to get them off

the ship. I climbed to the bridge level, saw the amount of damage. There

was a large pile of debris on the starboard wing. The clock » for example,

and in the middle of this pile of debris was an aldis lamp. I turned to one

of the young Coast Guard officers who had previously been on the staff here.

At that time 1 did not realize that he.was in a boat of his own, I 5. .l

the aldis lamp is there and I would suggest that before repair people come
aboard and start removing the debris, that somebody take the aldis lamp and
hold it for safekeeping. The young officer picked up the aldis lamp and while
gathering the cord for it, it has a long cord, it readily became apparent that

the cord had been cut. He took the lamp and came back in about ten or

[ifteen minutes later and said he was going to ha get underway perhaps
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VC junks then they are alloweq to deltr”!!. If they are not positively
identified, we must {ire warning shots and attempt to capture it, or words

to this effect, These were the rules of engagement of the Swift forces as
weli.

Q. Define how the rules of engagement would be, and the training therefore,
would be 2 command in control responsibility or would they be the adminis-
trative commander's responsibility 7

A. ] would think that the basic responaibility for indoctrination in the rules
of engagement is an adminis trative one. Howsver, [ do acknowledge that the
interpretation of certain rules of engagement can only be made by the
operational commander, since he is responsible for the execution of the op
order.

Q. Commander, I have heard testimony that there have been reports of
prior illumination, boats have been {liminated on patrol before, and that
these have been reported during debriefings to the Commodors and then to
yourself or your operations officer. Are these reporis recorded and sent
up the line or just noted and filed?

v

tactical commandera, whatever you want to call them, BKI MAF and 1 C

and whenever an incident occurs to our forces, we report it Immedintely
II MAF and I Corps and the number of incidents of illumima tion of the hoats
On patrol by an aircraft, I have no idea. It is difficult for me to sven judge
the seriousness or the reaction by the aircraft peopie. How they were
illuminated or how they use their estimalions.

A. No, the normal action to take in this case here in I Corps; our pru'qf.i > v P‘ 6'2:"'1‘
’ ¢ )

Q. Did the reports go on up to CTF 113, the ones of illumination?
A. No, sir.

Q. Commander, do you have an 3OP for communications with other control
agencies? What I'm.speaking of now is aircraft control agencies, Panama,
the DASC, and TOC?

A. Our standard procedure for notifying responsible military agencies of
operations that we conduct is the III MAF COC and we paraile] the same
information to'I Corps TOC. I Corps TOC is ¢o-located with I Corps DASC.
To my knowledge, 1've visited I Corps DABC on & number o occasions and
they are all..., We ailways go to I1Corps TOC. Asiar asIam concerned,
that is the responsible organization for Vietnamese units.

Q. My question was do you have an 80P for some type of communication

coordination? They must know that Market Time exists and that the boats
are here,

A. Third MAF has been given two coplies of the CTF 115 op order on
standard distribution; I Corps TOC one copy to my knowledge of the CTF 115
op order.

Q. Has any attempt been made for coordination of your activities with

their activities? That jr, for example, do they know about your patrol

areas? That it is in the op ordgr and that you have patrols out there
constantly ? :




A. Yes, sir. In{act, we have supported at least a dozen Marine Corps
operations in the 1 Corps just since I've been here, by Junk Force,
Vietnamese Navy and by Swift Coast Guard boats.

Q. Do you have a direct line with the communication recording center of
Panama?

A. No, sir, most of our contacts with Panama have been through the
Seventh Fleet Liaison Officer there, LCDR Scott, and specifically in the
past few months on a classified project.

Q. Specifically, Commander, could you give us your modes of
communication with various other control agencies and within your own
local surveillance control?

A. Yes, sir. As you know, Market Time operations communications

between their ships, craft and Coastal SBurveillance Centers has 2 single
side band volce communications and for the record ! do have a dedicated
circuit with CTF 115 op con center in Baigon. We receive a report and we ron

take local action on it. We must resort to telephone communications of _ s p,liy\ N
COC and the Roadrunner exchange. Roadrunner is a Vietnamese maanesl f”( '
manual switchboard which is operated on a base close by here. 80 L

to acquire the Roadrunner switchboard we have to §0 to the DaNang swite
board which is located in the city of DaNang. This is always from the
originator of the call to the operator; no dial system. 1Corps TOC is o
the DaNang number. III MAF COC has both & DaNang number and a
Parchment number. That Parchment betng the Il MAF/I Carps switche
board. Iwill say that on the morning of Point Welcome's incident we
were most fortunate in that our telephone communications wers

good. When the watch officer placed his call he went right through the
Roadrunner switchboard operator for this call and I gave him the numbers
and he did not experience any of the normal difficulty. That is our normal
mode of communications with the two primary agencies with which we are
concerned, III MAF COC and I Corps TOC. In addition to the normal
telephone communications we have a hot line to the I Corps TOC which
was not in operation on the morning of the 11th. This hot line is an ARVN
circuit and experiences difficulty. III MAF is planning to run a hot line
from their COC to our G8C. It has not been accomplished yet because IIT
MAFT has only been located in their present position a short period of

time and I believe there is a limitation on the number of cables available.
Panama and Panama Control are on a Monkey Mountzin exchange and to
reach them I have to go through Roadrunner, DaNang and Monkey Mountain.
I believe those are the activities you would be interested in.

Q. Commander Nolan, at any time in your tenure as CTF 115. 1, have you
been involved in any conferences or interservice meetings involving
identification and recognition procedures to be followed, wsir?

A. No, sir.

Q. Commander, do you consider this the responsibility of your next higher
authority, CTF 1157 )

A. No, sir,

Q. Whom do you think should either cause into being these conferences or
coordinate between the forces operating that we should have standard
recognition procedures?

33



A. The senjor {orce in the area,
Q. I might state, sir, that I'm only asking for your opinion.
A. My opinion i8 that the senior force commander in the area.. ..

. To your knowledge, Commander, has there been any coordination
meetings held or conferences held on the subjert?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Commander, is there an SOP or an equivalent of » night order’
inslruction bock for the duty officer in the CSC on the action he should
take in the event he got a call that the boat was either being illuminated
or being attacked?

A. Yes, sir, there is a standard operating procedure for ail watch officers.
In addition, the COC officer has what is commonly known as the night order
book. This consists of not repititous instructions for the night watch,  but
what he anticipates will develop over the evening, such as telephone calley
expected action, rendezvous, or something in this order. More or less 7
administrative remarks than tactical remarks. We do have these in the >
CBC. The watch officers are aware of certain procedures concerning any
type of event, administrative or tactical. ’

Q. Commander, in your C5C is there anmywhere ihat it is either in an SOP
or some way the duty officer is aware of the aircralt within the I Corps ares
either under the control of or delegated from that control to Panama control
or another control. What I'm getting at is that Panama has a eommand
repcrting center for all aircraft operating in the I1Corps area. Are your
duly officers aware of this?

A. Let me answer this question by stating that I think each individual duty
officer of which there are three has a more or less singular awareness of
air operations in the | Corps area. I could not tell you how much each watch
officer knows and I can't answer the question whether or not we have in black
and white the DASC organization of all the aviation units {n I Corps. However,
1 can safely say all of us assume that 1 Corps TOC is responsible for VNAF
cperations and I Corps TOC is responsible for VNAF and Air Force planes
that support I Corps operations, Il MAF in lurn is responsible for Marine
Corps operations in this corps area. Now, I don't know myself, I think we
have Tth Air Force who is responsible for air operations in the corps area.

[ just operate at gea, not at land. We have hardly any,.id any, contact with
Aerial operations over the land. We are more concerned with search and
rescue operations. Ihave a very direct standard operating precedure when
an aiveralt goes down at sea. They have held conferences at the DaNang
search and rescue center. 1 have visited them and they have visited us.

As an example, we picked up a Marine pilet vesterday., But when it comes
la tactical operations of vther commands, [ have a limited knowledge.

Q. Commander Nolan, do you desire to make any further statement
vegarding this incident ?

A. Yes, sir. Ilive in the cily®of DaNang in a MACV aasigned billet. I have
A PNang telephone by my bed. My usual procedure is to notify the walch
oflicer where I am at all times, I make it a standard practice to call him
Before Tinrn in and get the Iatest information on how the war at sen is going.
On the morning of the 11th of August, at approximately 0410 to 0420; I
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cannet pin dewn the exact lime Decavse 1didn | look at my watch, 1

recetsad a call from e CSC waich oflicer, It Cote, and he reporled

the flowing information. The Point Welcome had called C8C and

veported thal she is being iluminaled by whal she Lelieves to he VN
aircrafr. She was being fired upon and she had been hit, The watch officer
then fold me thal’ we had lost all communicalions with the Poinl Welcome.
‘The waich officer also told me that he had directed adjacent Coast Guard
culters in the area about Poinl Welcome's palre) ajen to move into Poin!
Welcome's patrol area and locale Polnt Welcome, We have a siandard
nperating type communications procedure and in eifeci this was made
effective, The walch olficer also fotd me ihat e had reporied Point Wel-
come’s message Lo JII MAF TOC and I Corps TOC and asked them if they
had knvowledge of &y adadaall o the area which as you know is near the
DMZ. Thenwe completed our telephene conversalion and I fold him to eall
me back as svon as he had more information. 1Irecall having a cigaretie
and he called me a {few minutes laler and {old me thal neither Il MAF COC
or TCurps TOC had knowledge of any aircralt in the area,including VNAF
airerail. 1asked him U the boats had anv confact with Welcome and the
anewer was negalive, He then wanted 1o make some other calls so we
rencluded thal conversation, Alou! 0430H, 71 again called the waich officer
o asveriain if the boats moving Inio 1A1, Welcome's patrol area, had h J
contact with her, ] specifically remembetr gaying ‘hey should have her &
sadar. He sald that one of them waes scheduled 10 enler the aren about this
time, {uickly changing the subject of the conversalion of radar contac! with
Tonit Welrome, the walch officer then reperied 1o me {hat the Point Caulion
had just reporied she also was being IHuminaied. I lold him (o lake what
avtion was necessary and to gel more inles maijon from Caution and hung up
the telephone and immedialely dialed Panama and asked {or {he watch olficer
~r duty oflicer, He gave me Panama cperalions and I idertified myself to

a Caplain; 1 don'i 1 emember his name, and asked him if he had any aircrat
around the DMZ as one of our beais had been 1lluminaled and been fired upon
and anviher one was being illuminated at the present lime, Before answe: ing
my question the Caplain said something to scmebody near him. The Captain
sald some remarks [ covld nol understaud. He replied to me thal he did have
alrcraft in the area. 1said well, who are they? He sald well, we have a
vuice call and another voice call and 1 said well, god damn, I don‘i. recognize
code words, what Lype of aircral! are there working on some boals? He said
} have a FAC and two F-4's and I am now clearing them oul of Lhe area. i
ltled Lo ask hitn whal iype of aircraft the FAC was {lying in but he said he
had to do somelhing and I wanted 10 call back Ihe CBC and concluded this
eonversatien. Ithen cailed C8C and the walch oflficer told me ihat Polnt
Caulion was picking up survivors at thai thne. I didn't wall lor any furtiher
delajls. 1 told the walch officer 1 was on the way, dressed hurriedly and
drove directly to C8C, a:riving about [ive-thirty, five-fiteen o five-thirty.
Al this time upon reporling 1o the C8C, the walch officer briefed me on the .
enlh ¢ I ident and our primary concern al this (ime was with the casualijes.
‘That is the only information thal I have that I believe should be included,

The witness was duly cautioned concerming his teslimony and excused.




LT Arthur J. COTE, US!. !4011!, was called as a witness, advised of

his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and examined as follows:

Q. In vour olficial capacity as a watel officer in the CSC at this time,
would yuu describe in chronological sequence whal happened from the first
time you goi a call trom (he Poind Welcome ?

A, The first word I got was when my amsisianl waieh officer called me on the

telephone and said that the Welcome had jusi radioed them that she was
illuminated, under fire and hil, Immedialely J told the watch officer 1
oreersd ju three more WVP's pius the Haverfield hecause I wanted some
iz puns there in case there was an aclual attack by enremy aircraii., The
Weltome also stated she also thought \ey were VN aircraft. After 1 did
that I called 1 MAF COC firsi, 1 Corps TOC and asked if they had any
informalion thal they were their planes or anything like that, I discussed
the matier back and forth, They said as {ar as they knew it wasn's their
orgriizalion and that they would check and let me know,. TJt was about, jt
st have been about three {orty-five or [hree fifty. At aboul 0400 1 called
the Marine Medivac and requesied thal he have a helo stand by ir case they
needed if. At 0405 I nolified the CTF 115 by felephone. After 0405 1 don'y
knew whether 1called Il MAF or they calied me: we had a few phone callsp
and they informed me that ihey were not their planes. ICorps TOC sald
they weren'! {heir planes and as far as they knew they weren't Vielnamese:
Air Force planes. 1called Medivac again and asked i the helos were in .
{art sianding by and I called my boss, Commander Nolan, and Informed him
of what was going on. After I tatked with him, he called me back and asked
me lo call Panama Control which is the U.S. Air Force. 1 called them and
they loid me that it was in faci planes that they knew about. 1heard the
conversalion by radio. During this time 1 had probably around six phone
calls between me and my sssistant at the YR, Awas irying also to monfior
our radic cireuit up in the C8C offjce. 1 had two or three calls with the Afr
Force. Idon't know whether they called me or I called them; it happened
that fag!. The way I found out Ihat the planes were working more or less
for them was when 1 made a vequest to them that 1hey send flare planes up
there tc [lluminale the area and assist In search efforis, I also made this
request Lo the Marines. This musi have been around 0440 or so. The Point
Caution had alr eady told us she was rescuing survivors. 1 made & request
for helos of the Air Force alsc for Medivac. It musl have been around five
when they toid me the helos were going Lo be dispatched from Dong Ha. I
don'i know whether they were Marine helos or Alr Force heloe. Dong Ha,

I think was probably the nearesi field to the area. 1 tiink that's about it,

Q. Would you tell us If there is an 8OP to be followed in a case like (his
by the CSC? .

A. No, sir.
Q. There is not?

A. No, sir. Aboul ninety perceni of out dealings has been wilh ground [ire
anyway, Usualiy I always call 1 Corps TOC o LI MAF COC and Lhey wese
the first two numbers thal came inio my mind. I give them Information

In order o get information from them.

Q. You say vaually. Are there any Insiructions for the walch 6[Iicer to do
this, in wriling?

AL Na, sip,




Q. Is there in being a waich !l”cm-'; instruction folder in the CSC?

A, There is cne; however, 1 believe all the instructions are basically
administrative type instructions, weather reports and things of that sort,

Q. Would you tell us, Lieutenant Cote, your relationship, operational
relalionship with the boats when they are operating? In other words, how
nuch do vou control them ¢

A. When they're on patrol, we don't control them as such. They go out
and they are assigned specific areas and if everything is quiet they call us
every two hours and repori ops normal. It's Just to ensure for us that we
know that they are slill out there, still ailoat and everything else. We don't
usually tell them where 10 go in the area unless we have a phone call or
request irom some of the oulfits by radio that they saw a suspicious boat or
something like that, Normally we den't tell the boats where to go uniese we
have a prior mission assigned.

Q. Then you can control them operationally? I you have & mission yau can
send them on il ?

R

oyl

A. Yes, sir,
€. The C8C does have this author ity ?
A. Yes, sir, -

Q. To your knowledge what are the recognition and identification procedurss
to be [ollowed between aircraft and boat ?

A. Well, all the craft carry the codes thal come out, chalienge and reply
todes that come out monthly. There are three of them to be used under
differen!. circumstances. 1 belleve in this case, it was & letter and number
Ly light and by radio.

Q. Are you familiar with the requirements and procedures for identification
and or recognition between aircraft and the boat ?

A. 1don't think I could speak with suthority right now. I've never made a
pairol and I've never been oul there. I know they carry the code. Ican't
speak [ur the Alr Force,

Q. In your tenure as watch officer, not necessarily just on this one evening,
Lut since you've heen here as a watch officer, could you give me an indication
of how many reportas you've had of boats being illuminated by aircraft?

A. It would simply be guesswork, but I think on my particular watches, 1 .
think probably around twice. 1t's just a guess,

Q. And then how long a period has this been?

A, I've been here three and a half moiths. To my knowledge they've never
becn jlluminated by the Air Force planes. Possibly, they might have got
illuminated Ly w vosesvaiioo piame or something. 1don't believe by a
fighter or something like that,

Q. Whal communications do you have (o the DASC, III MAF COC, and to
Panama?
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A. All we have to any one of them is by telephone. Just by telephone and
occasionally that's pretty bad.

Q. Is it true that all your communications go through the Roadrunner
switchboard?

A. Yes, sir. All our telephone does.

Q. Do you have a regular exchange of information with the controlling
agencies as & normal matter of course?

A, Well, I wouldn't say regular. If someone gives us a phone call for
instance and says someone here, or that there 15 a boat over there, I call
“ian. I don't normally just cali them unless ] have a specific reason.

Q. How about them reporting to you a boat they think should be checked out 7
Is this normally done?

A. III MAF does. They're at the coast by the entrance here and {f their
People see a boat they nor mally tell us.

1
A. II MAF COC. I think I've only gotten one call from 1Corps TOC slabe
I've been here.

Q. Where does this call originate ?

Q. What are your UHF capabilitiea? Do you have a multi-channel receiver
or all channel receiver /transmitter? - .

A. Idon't believe I'm gqualified to speak with authority on that. I don't
know the range of the transmitter we have. -

Q. How about the range or frequencies. Can you set up on any {requency or
are your frequencies preset?

A. We have a PRC-25 where the frequencies can be set up on, That's the
one we normally use between the ajrcraft. This is what we normally use to
contact the L.-19's. We have a larger set that you can tune in on; however, 1
don't know the range. We talk to Navy patrol planes, VP aircraft. I don't
know the range or {frequencies.

Q. We have an entry in the log here at 21152 rega: ding Blind Bat ajrcraft.
Do you know which radio that came in on?

Recorder: A copy of C8C Communication Log for the period 101940Z through
102210Z is entered as Exhibit 8.

A, 8ome of this might have been.... Which log is this, may 1 ask, sir?
Q. CSC's,

A. This might have been what 1 got by phone call. I'm not positive, sir.
Alter I called Panama control, he was the one I believe that gave me this
information that he made three passes for instance, that he made it and
Gave me the type of simeraft that T didntt know anything about, The Spud 13
and some Yellow Birds myst be where that came from,

Q. Did you receive this as a phone call, »s a log entry that Panama had?
38




A. Well, again, sir. Either | called Panama or they called me the second
time. I'm nor sure which but when I was talking to them and they gave me

contrel of a Bling Bat. There was a Spud 13, a 26, and he assigned the
mission to a Yellow Bird. Then I asked him further what kind of planes

these were and he said a B-57 and two F-4C's. I'm pretty sure this informa-
tion came by phone,

Q. You didn't actually communicate with the Blind Bat aircraft?
A. Myself personally, no, sir.
Q. Or the nenter?

A. No, sir. In this particular instance I'm talking about the C8C itself.
I'll have to go on guesswork here but as far as I know no one had communi-
cations with the Blind Bat aircraft,

Q. Would you explain the control and communications set up as you now have
them between the YR and the other building and where they are located amd
who is in control of each operation? :

»
A. Presently, because of communication problems in the C8C building, the
Wwatch haa been split, with the assistant CSC officer standing his radic watch
on the YR-71. This is all the vojce clrcuits which are tuned to the same
frequency at all times, the Market Time frequency that our craft use. He
can make minor decisions down here himself, keeping me informed, or
major ones he calls up to me on the telephone, which is our only means of
communication, The two spaces themuselves are probably four to five
hundred yards apart and we can and have used a messenger at times beeause
the phone was out, This has been going on now, I think about two to three
weeks.

Q. 1 want to pin this down just a little more, The communications radios
which have communications with the Market Time forces are located aboard
the YR ?

A. Yes, gir,

Q. And the command duty officer, so to speak, or the senior watch officer
is located in the CBC center which is about four or five hundred yards away ?

A. Yes, gir,

Q. With your only communications with your forces being made by telephone
and then relayed by your assistant duty officer ?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. And at times this goes out and You are forced to resort to messengers
between the two places ?

A. Yes, gir. On the YR he Is gnarding the>radio cicduits which we are
controlling our surface ynij.s nro. In thie S0 Luilthng iseli 1 atill have
communications with onr Vp patrol aircraft and we gel a lot of questions
and assignments I guess you would call it, by telephone. ‘That's why we
keep the seuior map up thaye and ouy teletype was up there also.
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Q. Can the people in the YR actually communicate by telephone with the
other control agencies in the area or is this all done through you?

A, No, sir, the YR has their own phone which they can call out with.
Q. Your teletype machine, who is this to, sir?

A. It's a direct line to CTF 115.

Q. Dedicated circuit?

A. Yes, sir, but this morning that waa down.

Q. As a matter of procedure, if you were on watch again and the same
thing happened and you got the same initial calls, what would be your
procedures {rom there?

A. Well, 1 know now to call Panama first. I understand he monitored the
planes up there while this was going on anyway.

Q. Has this been put in writing or as an administrative note to other waich
officers?

A. We have a note taped onto the desk now, as of this morning.
Q. What does this note read?

A. Any emergencies which involve aircraft should be called to Panama and
the other two numbers of Il MAF COC and I Corps TOC,

Q. Has the frequencies that Panama operate on been posted anywhere so
that you could possibly contact them by radio quicker than by telephone?

A. As far as I know, no, Actually we have very little dealings with
Panama. Most of our dealings have been through COC and TOC. Wa have
very few dealings with Panama. . .

Q. Is there any BOP by which the COC and the TOC and or the DASC are
kept advised as to the patrol areas that are occupied by the Market Time
boats ?

A. No, sir. We send out an 0800 and 3000 position report to CTY 1185,
information to NILO Hue, that lists our areas, what boats are in what areas
and the positions of the three Market Time ships assigned to us. The only
time that we know where the ships are, are at 0800 and 3000 when we make
& report of the boats in the areas. We don't tell anybody else, sir.

Q. How does this message go out?

A. By teletype,

Q. Communications-wise, would it be possible to give the same information
to the COC, the TOC and the TACC ?

A. Ibelieve they would get it, yes, but I don't know how long it would

take, sir, Ii would have to g0 to Saigon and then back out from Saigon on
a different circuit.




Could this be done by telephone locall!!

It could be but this is a Confidential message.

Q.
A,
Q. Do you have secure communications between the COC and the TOC?
A. No, sir, not on the the telephone.

Q. Just ag a general question, do you feel that communications are a
handicap or do you feel like they are adequate for your operation?

A. Ibelieve communications right now, which include the radio and
telephciue, aic substandard, At times we have encountered delays in
getting through to Roadrunner. I myself once at one time couldn't get
through from eleven o'clock at night until five o'clock in the morning. I
don't know which line was down or what but I could get my first call out at
five AM by telephone,

Q. What night was this?

A. This must have been a month ago. I made a note of it in the booklet
there. I've got the date if you want it. It was about & moath or 80 sgo.

Y think that, taking everything into consideration; radios, telephonss and
even the teletype, they would all be substandard. We have a lot of teletype
troubls.

Q. Lest me enlarge on this a little bit. When your Roadrunner line goes out,
do you have any alternate methods of communication with centrol agonciss in
the local area?

A. No, sir, none at all. We do have, actually we did have I guess, & hot
line between us and TOC only. That hasn't been working for about a month
or $0. I the Roadrunner line is out, we have no way of getting into Dalang
at all.

Q. You say the hot line has been out for 2 month?

A. Well, I'm not too sure of this particular line. I think at one time it was
between COC and | Corps TOC only. I never have used it myself. As far as
I know, it is out. I think it should be mentioned here that I don't think the

communications I have just mentioned here in any way affected the operation
on the morning of the 11th. :

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.
The board adjourned at 1815, 15 Augusi 1968,
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At Detachment DELTA

3rd Medical Battalion
DaNang, Republic of Vietnam
Tuesday, 16 August 1966

The board met at 0745

All persons connected with the investigation who were present when
the board adjourned are again present.

WOLF, William H., Jr., 306508, ENC, USGC, was called as a witness,

advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and examined
as follows:

Q. Would you give us briefly your account of the events on the morning of
the L1ith?

A. Well, the first time I knew anything was when I was just completing the
four to eight watch. 1 was signing the log off when I heard the strafing on
deck. Icame oui on deck and we were illuminated and being hit. That was

. the first of it.

Q. And what did you do from then on?

A. Well, we had a fire on the deck. 1 took part in the party to extingulah

the fire. 1 checked on the bridge and the executive officer was wounded. He
requested thal I try to get radio contact. They didn't have any radio gear
operating on the bridge from what I understood so I went down to the eabin
and tried to reach outside and get in touch with some naval unit. We managed
to get ahold of Bee King over at Market Time. He said he couldn't give us
Any assistance in calling the fire off when I told him it was friendly fire.

The rest of it just followed pretty much on routine of running around trying

to assist the wounded and get ourselves out from under f{ire.

Q. Where were you exactly, Chief, when the {iring started?

A. T wag in the engine room when it started. 1 had the four to eight waich
and I was just signing it off. It was around a quarter to four. We had a new
radio circuit installed to get in touch with Cat Kill and as far as I knew that
was the only thing that was operating.

Q. Did you notice if at any time after the attack commenced the running

-lights were turned on or tried to be turned on?

A. As far as I know all the lights on the ship were turned off, After it WiS
all over I went around and turned ail the lights off. 1 don't remember them
being turned on or just when.

Q. You don't know i anyone turned them on during that time ?

A. I'm certain they were tupdted on at thie time of the attack. I could
actually see them on. I turned them off after it was all over,

Q. Give us the occasion after you lefi the ship and after you came back
aboard the ship.

A. Well, as s00n as we thought we had a clear time and got everybody
that was wounded and everybody that could into life jackets, we left the

,,{...%

1t

A
i 4{55‘}“{



ship in two groups, The Chief Boatswain's Mate took one section and I

took another. We left the ship and got, oh, seventy-five or a hundred yards
away and started getting fire from the beach. I decided to try and come back
to it and when we did return the Caution or the WPB was now getting to ue.

Q. And then did you go aboard and turn off the lights?

A. Well, I went aboard after the boat crew had been there. They
extinguished a small fire and lashed it up. I went aboard just to assist.
There wasn't too much I could do. 1 brought her back; myseif and three
other guys of the Welcome's crew brought her back.

Q. Could this other crew have turned on all the lights ?
A. I guess they could have. There would be no reason for it,
Q. Do you recall if when you left the ship the lights were on?

A. No, Icouldn't say, sir. '
The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused,
The board adjourned at 0815, 18 August 1966
The board met at 0830, 18 August 1968, at 620th TCS Detachment.

All persons connected with the investigation who were present when the
board adjourned are again present.

Captain Willis O. WHITNEY, UBAF, FR665685, was called as a witness,
advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and examined
as {ollows:

Q. Would you give the detalls of your knowledge from the time that you
firet knew that a friendly ship was under attack until the incident was over,
as far as you were concerned.

A. Yes, sir. The first time that I knew the friendly ship was under attack
WaAS when & call from I believe Commander Nolan in which he advised me -
the reason for the call was to advise me that we had hit a ship and the time™
on this, I could be in error, but not appreciably, just a matter of minutes.

I wish I had the message in front of me and I could refer to that time. At
approximately 0355 local; that is about as close as I can get to it, This was
the first time we knew that we had hit a friendly ship.

Q. What did you do after that?

A. With him on the line, I told him to hold on. " At the time I couldn’t be
sure that he was referring to the same one that Waterboy had been talking
about earlier, or for example, the Yellow Bird mentioned over. the UHF
frequency. I keyed Waterboy and told them to get off what they were doing.
I thought perhaps that if they weren't dolng it they had contact with the
people that were and could tell them to qult it. As far as friendly, I don't
know verbatim what I said, 1 just sald get off, That was the extent of my
call to Waterboy and I advised Commander Holan, who was still on the line
that I had called them and told them to get off. He advised me to call Road-

runner switch and get Roadrunner 38, a Lieutenant Cote, and get on it with
him, which 1 did.
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Q. You said you called Waierboy?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is Waterboy ?

A. Sir, this Is our detachment one under the 820th detachment control
up the coaat eighty miles from us who is subordinate to us operationally,
It is a radar site with two hundred mile radar capability and they are our
detachment one,

Q- Why did you call Waterboy at that time ?

A. Well, because we had earljer; I just can't recall the time, but earlier,
heard an aircraft on the UHF, Yellow Bird, I believe 18, say that he had a
target up there and this was one thing that made me know something was
happening up North. And another thing that made me know, it was that
Waterboy called me before 1 got the call from Commander Nolan and talked
to the Control Tech. Blind Bat was mentioned at that time. I knew that
Blind Bat was up there. Idon't know the extent of the talks that went
between my control and Waterboy but I know that concerning the fact that
Blind Bat located it. I also knew that Yeliow Bird had sald over UKF that
he had a target and it was a ship. Iknew that and it just automatically came
to me that that was probably what the Commander was talking about, and
even if it weren't 1 would rather go back and hit the thing later. 8o I cailed
him.

Q. Whit was the occasion for your Control Technician to talk to Waterboy
about what they were hitting up there?

A. Well, actually there is no authority from us to tell these people that
they can hit targets or nol. Even if this was what Waterboy asked, which

it was not, we don't have the authority and we're trying to make the poiat
that if Waterboy had called me on an offensive piece of iformation or a
request. I am nothing but a relay in this. We do this; we do very much of
it, not from airplanes saying I've got a target and what is it, but we do relay
information., We have a line to I Corpa DASC and to TOC, and also to TACC
offense and defense and to Tth Air Force. Or we relay for example from
offensive information such as tanker refuelings and pass information and
request that the tanker go home or things of this nature. We relay most
information but we have no authority to authorize hitting a target. We have
neither the authority or, I feel,the responsibility. We for example hear he
had Waterboy up on one unit and he keyed Waterboy or he keyed the DASC

on the same unit and they just couldn't read each other. Had they been able
to it would have been the connection. But he couldn't read him, My Control
Tech relay, I don't know exactly what was said, but I do know that they

were requesting; Yellow Bird requested earlier did we have anything, that he ‘
he had a good target. 1 believe he said he had a hice julcy target. A call 1'
from Waterboy had to do with getting something else. This is why I knew
something was going on up there. There was a rply on it back to Waterboy
at that time that was a friendly boat. It was not from us.

Q. Does the command ship, the C-13¢ Blind Bat, report in and out with you
when he is operating in and out of this area?

A. Well, sir, I believe earlier. We have what we call a flight following
snd an in-comntry srope. These arae conatantly monitored. Now, it's
possible he checked in earlier with us that uight. ) he did, it was to say

44




for example, this is Blind Bat and no assls'.ance required. At the time,

although I Lelieve we can monitor his frequency, we were not minitoring
Blind Bat. I belleve Waterhoy did. The line I believe took place {from
Blind Bal to Waterhoy o Panama and (o the DASC. Here again, we don't
have the authority (o go 10 DASC or TACC (o see what the Situation is. As
for me, Ican't tell you exactly what was said to my Control Tech. The
thing I'm trying to establish is that you don't necesrarily have control over
the operations. You have knowledge of all aircrait enlering this area,

Q. In other words, do they all have to coordinate out of Panama?

A. Well, sir, I'd say that mosti of them do and some of them require no
assistance, Some of them may ask them to set their coordinates for them
on the way up for their mission or air evac on their way North. It could be
any number of requests. We alac take theae people coming back for GCI
and GCA or emergencies, We do talk to these people.

Q. All of them?

A. No, sir. Bome of thein don't call us but most of them do to check in
with ua. Again most of the time just no assistance required,

Q- Do you keep a status board of the aircraft in the area. In other words,
do you show the time he reports in and how long he will be on station?

A. Yes, sir, we do. It's not a status board; it ls n log. The individual on
the scope logs the time he checked in, the Zulu tine, and the call siga of
the aircraft that catled him, We have a log on everybody that calle us.

Q. How about when he reports that he Is returning to home plate ?

A. Well, that depends. H the guy was not too saturated, he would probably
log GCI or GCA, This is not, I believe, the same requirement to log. I
could be wrong on that,

Q. Captain Whitney, if the Blind Bat or any other aircraft had tried to
contact the Point Welcome on 277. 8, would your center have monitored this
conversation?

A. 277.87
Q. That's right.

A. No, sir, to the best of my knowledge, no. For example, if I can clarify.
I admit that I did not know this a few days ago, but not that I think it would
have made any difference at all. I believe 338.8, I listened to last night
myself,

Q. Explain that please?

A. [ would not be hearing talking on it §f the [requency was off point one or
something. I was up there and plugged it in andput it on the monitor and
listened to it last night, For example, I can listan Lo it and did Jast night
but had he called on 277.8 T dgon't helisve I would have heard it.

Q. Do you keep a status or a record of any Navy surface forces that are
sperating in the aren of (he DM7?




A. You mean that call me in the morning like Roadrunner 39 and things of
this nature? In this case I called Lieutenant Cote because he has a single
side band and is in constant conlact with the activity up there. As a matter
of fact, he was the individual who got Lhe call from the ship when it got hit
and got Commander Nolan, He had notified Commander Nolan who notified
me and I went back to Lieutenant Cote. This was a call from the Commander
to me after they had been hit and from me to him after they had been hit, Bo,
I get no word on these ships for example. I get no word at the beginning of
each shift for example, from Roadrunner 39 as to the position of theae ships,

Q. Did you or did Panama or do you have any knowledge of Waterboy giving
an aircrafl authority to strike a surface ship in that area?

A. Idon't believe they did. No, sir, if they did it and didn't tell me I
wouldn't know, but I do not believe; 1 very strongly do not believe they did,

Q. And you have no knowledge of them giving authority and you did not give
the authority yourself ?

A. No, sir.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.

Lt Colonel Leonard W. PROVANCE, USAF, FR25794, was called as a
witness, advised of hid rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and
examined as foliows:

Q. Colonel, it has been indicated in some message traffic of which I have
the date-time groups recorded, that authority was granted from Panama for
a Blind Bat 02 on the night in question to proceed South of its ares and
continue an attack on a target which they were in the process of attacking.
Were you on duty as the baitle commander that night?

A. 1 was on duty as the air defense battle commander, yes.

Q. Would you explain to us how this authority to Blind Bat 02 came about,
sir?

A. I'm afraid I cannot because I was not appraised of the situation that
was happening at this time. 1 did not know anything about attacking a
friendly vessel or any vessel until approximately one hour after it occurred.

Q. Were you aware that authority had been passed to Blind Bat to proceed
South of its area?

A. No, sir, I was not,
Q. Is this normal proce&ure for the battle commander not to know?

A. Yes, sir. The air defense battle commander at the Panama COC is
situated here primarily for air defense of the DaNang sub-sector and con-
sequently, he enters very rarely into the tactical war, the in-country war
and so forth. Obvlously, by being here he is available to act in a supervisory
capacity and in many cases there are questions asked of him by the personnel
at Panama. However, he actually has no anthority over the senior director
in this respect as far as the in-country and the tactical war is concerned.
From the air defense standpoint, also the battle commander has the dual
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responsibility relative to i!e ol !r!er violation warnings and MIG

warnings in lhe Northern part of North Vietnam.

Q. You didn't quite explain what i8 your relationship as the battle
commander, sir, with the senior director on duty ?

A. I'm sure I don't quite follow your question as to my relationship. Do
you mean physical relationship or authority ?

Q. Command authority.

A. No direct command authority, again, as the in-country or tactical war
is concerned. A definite command authorily relative to air defense.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.

TSGT Ronald M. CABELL, USAF, AF 13335436, was called as a
witness, advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn,
and examined as follows:

Q. There were some relays of conversations by you regarding the
authority for Blind Bat to come down below its area and continue an
attack that had aiready begun. Would you explain to us how this was
initiated and what conversations You received from both ends and which
you relayed?

A. Yes, sir. Waterboy called me and asked me if Blind Bat 02 could go
out of his area and I rang TACC and they could not hear TACC slthough I had
both switches up, so I relayed to Waterboy from TACC and he gave them
permission. I relayed this information to Waterboy. This was the extent

of the conversation 28 far as Btind Bat 02 read.

Q. Would you start at the beginning with exactly what Waterboy asked you and
you relayed to TACC and whal TACC's answer was as you relayed back to
Waterboy.

A. Waterboy called me and asked me if Blind Bat could go out of his area of
responsibility, of his area of coverage. I don't actually know if he said
caverage or area of responsibility but is was out of his area and I told him

I would call TACC and I rang TACC. They could not read TACC; it was
garbled from Waterboy to TACC so } relayed itfor them to TACC for this
permission. TACC gave it to me. ] relayed it to Juliet Golf and I believe
Lieutenant Johnson was on the line at the time,

Q. Would you explain what Juliet Golf is ?
A. He was the control technician in Waterboy.

Q. Would you give us who you spoke to in TACC who gave you that
permission, either by position or his name ?

A. Well, sir, I don't remember the Initials, I passed the initials to Juliet
Golf right afterwards. In fact, 1called him up to get these initials but he
is in Japan now or R and R. He left on R and R either the day after or the
second day after the incident, We do have initials of the happenings before,
normal happenings from TACC but just because they are in the log, sir,
doesn’t say that ] was talking to them particularly, -




Q. Were you in any way connecled with any other transmissions regarding
this incident?

A. Just on the radio. Yellow Bird 18 called in on the 367.8 which waa
sitting along beside me and he asked for guns for a target and I called I
Corps and asked them if they had anything to go up North for this target, <°—
I gave coordinates for the target and so forth which turned out to be this
boat and they said that Coyote 111 and that he wouldn't be airborne for
approximately an hour and I called Waterboy and asked them if an hour
would be too late. They relayed to Blind Bat and said that yes, it would

be too late and asked me to expedite. I went to | DASC and asked them if
they could get Coyote 111 airborne in less than his normal time and he said
he would Iry. Before they would become airborne Captain Whitney recelved
a call fromr a Lieutenant Commander stating that this thing was {riendly.
The only other way was they asked me, the Lieutenant Commander wanted
to know if we could get some flares up there for the rescue,

Q. Do you have any knowledge whatsoever of who authorized the attack
upon the boat?

A. No, sir. The only aircraft I knew that was up there was Yellow Bird
18 and Blind Bat 2. Then when I queried Waterboy to find out his theory
on why they were hit, he said that Spud 13 had found the target and Blind
Bat 02 went in and 1it up the area and made a few pasaes for identification
purposes. There was no recognition that he took in and he directed a
strike is what his words were.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.

The board adjourned at 1055, 18 August 19886,

The board met at 1430, 16 August 1966, on board USS REPOSE.

All persons connected with the investigation who were present when
the board adjourned are again present.

LTJG Ross BELL, USCG, 42535, was called as a withess, advised of
his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and examined as follows:

Q. Iam going to try to keep these in chronological order from the time of
the incident so as to keep your train of thought from flowing around.

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When you were first illuminated, do you recall the ship's position?
A. Yes, sir, Ido. In fact, T had plotted il about twelve minutes earljer.
We were two and one half miles South of the Cua Tung River and a mile off
the beach from the southern bank of the Cua Tung River.
Q. Had you observed any illumination prior to your being illuminated ?
]
A, Yes, sir, 1had. All evening practically.
Q. In which direction from you?

A. It was along the 17th and on the other side of Cap Lay.
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Q. What was your course and speed after you were illuminated?

A. We were proceeding South on a course of approximately one four zero,
two hundred turns, and five knots.

Q. Did the aircraft make any type of recognition passes? \ 3
A. No, sir, he did not,

Q. Did he ly low over you at any time 7

A. No, sir, he did not. He only dropped flares over us.

Q. Prior to the {lares did you see any type of flashing lights on the aircraft?

A. No, sir, none.

Q. What action would you have expected the aircraft to take for {dentification
or what action did they take ?

A. What I would have expected a friendly, or if they were anticipating an
attack, to jlluminate with the landing lights, sir, or at least challenge with
the blinking lights. We had their challenge code posted up on our board
back there in the pilot house for just such things but nothing came of it,

The next thing we knew there was illumination directly overhoad and a firing
run was made. That's when we tried to turn on our running lights and get

the very pistol out but by that time the second aircraft had come in and wiped
out the bridge completely,

Q. What training or instructions have you had in recognition and ID signails
between aircraft and boats?

A. All the OOD's are fully aware that we have instructions posted that
come {n every month on the board and they are listed on the chart by day
on the board so that we know what the codes are.

Q. At any time were the ship's running lights turned on after you were
illuminated to your knowledge ?

A. We tried to, sir. I do not know whether they were turned on or not.
I cannot be positive of this fact.

Q. Did you order them turned on?

A. Yes, »ir,

Q. Do you recall who you ordered to turn them on?

A. ldon't, sir, because at this time I was down on the deck; my arm had
been broken and I was just kind of in a haze at that point. The skipper had
been to the bridge and was on his way back up when he got it,

Q. Are you familiar wiih the MAR OPSB recognitiun aignals?

A. MAR OPS, sir?

Q. Yes.,




A. This is the letter recognition signal?

Q. This is [or special mission type boats. Are you familiar with their
recognition signals?

A. Yes, sir, the Swit hoats.

Q. When the CO left the bridge and went out to the signal locker or the
locker on the wing of the bridge, did you note if he was going for an aldis
lamp or a flare?

A. Idon't know, sir,

Q. Or avery pistol? v
r L ”'( .

A. Idon’t know, sir. Because right after the first run our stern came U\ A

aflame and like I say, I just don't know, sir. At that point I was on the A .

deck. [ g-'_._*’

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excussd.

The board adjourned at 1500, 18 August 1966,



- At Hq, 35th Air Division

DaNang Alr Base
Republic of Vietnam
Wednesday, 1T August 1988

The board met at 0845

All persons connected with the investigation who were presant when
the board adjourned are again present.

Captain Cletus Glenn ROGERS, UBAF, FV3103998, was called as
witness, advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJI, was duly sworn,
and examined as {cllows: .

Q. Would you identify your position and duty om the night of, or actually it
was in the early morning of 11 August when this particular incident took place?

A. 8ir, [ was {lying navigaior in the B-57 with Captain John Lynch as pilot.
Q. Would you give your call sign, please?

A. Yellow Bird 18 I believe.

Q. Captain Rogers, are you a pilet?

A. No, sir, I am a navigator.

Q. Lot me ask 2 fow general questions first. Are you familiar with the
rules of engagement both in MAR OPFS ldentilication procediires and the
regular rules of engagement?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you last accomplish your rules of engagement test?

A, Thave never had a test of the rules of engagement 7

Q. On this mission, were you brisfed specifically on MAR OPS for that
night ? »

A. We asked {f there were amal] bosatis, is this what you mean?
Q. Yea.
A. We asked, and they said no,

Q. Who was briefing you and told you that there were ho amall boats in
answer to your question?

A. Major Terrel,
Q. And what was his capacity at the time ?

A. He was briefing officer, ‘

Q. Captain Rogers, would you give a brief description of the events that
happened after you firat entered the aren and contacted the Blind Bat aireralt?




A. To begin with we were on a !y 8pot mission and we dropped our two

bombs. We accomplished tha! under Taxi Cab control, then headed back
toward the base and we called Blind Bat and asked him if he had any gunnery
targets and he sald no and immediately afllerwards he started dropping flares
for a flight of F-4C's and a boat pulled up on the coast of about 17:12 North.
So we decided we would go on over anyway and orbit hold. It wam actually
about thirty miles North of Channel 46 which is Dong Hs and we were setting
up a holding pattern there and informed Blind Bat where we were at and he
said okay. Thia is normal procedure for us 8o a few minutes later a Spud,
which is an Army Mohawk was in the area moving back and forth. Finally

he made a run down the river in the DMZ. That's the, I don't remember

the name of the river. He picked up a large boat and several small boats

in the river and Blind Bat headed over for it. I understand now the rules

of engagement in this DMZ, that's a military target and there is nothing to
move up there at night. By the time Blind Bat got close to the river, the
Spud reported that he was starting to come out of the mouth of the river. Then
In mbout two minutes Blind Bat )it the area up and there was a boat coming out
of the river and in the meantime we had started dropping out and coming over
in his direction. 80 he lost him then right after that probably because his
flares went out and he lit hin up again. He would g0 down under the fisres
and this went on for about I wouild say ten to twelve minutes. He was
underneath the flares giving ample opportunity for identiication. The small
boats went to the North Vietnamess shors. We could see them pulled up on
the beach right where the river comes out into the ocean.

Q. Was this on the North side of the river ?

A. This was on the North shore of the river and anyway immediately sfter
that, after we were right above Biind Bat and we said that we have the boat.
_He was running pretty fast and he asid okay, hit him, and we did. We made
one pass; the pass started at about three thousand feet and pulled off at two
hundred and I fired an estimsted sight hundred rounds of twenty millimeter.
We pulled off and this was & tai! sttack on him and then we made 2 side pase
and then a head on. The first time it left him burning., The [irst pass set
him on fire and before we made the second pass which was probably a minute
and a half later he had the fire out and was turned and running North. He
was just steadily taking evasive action, sir. He wasn't going in any
particular direction, all directions. As we had fired out then and we had
no bomba, we went back to sbout ten thousand {eet and then the F-4's
atarted coming in on him with the Mark 81 and the CBU and they missed
him. We immediately headed home and right after that, I guess it was
right after the CBU and right before the Mark 81's wers dropped, we
started back home. About the time we got even with Hue we cailed Panama
and asked them to sacramble aircraft on this boat because it was still
floating and then finally after messaing around they got through somewhere
or another here and said they had moved up the takeoff time on two F-4's,
Fortunately now, they had radio failure in reporting the runup. That'a
about all I can tell you.

Q. Captain Rogers, when did you first see the boat that you made the attack
on?

A, About a mile and a half from the river.
2. Tn which divection?

A. He was about linyn,
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Recorder: Let the record show the witness has indicated a point one
nautical mile, approximately 110 degrees from the southern adge of the
mouth of the Cuz Tung River.

Q- In your testimony about seeing the three boats originally, would you
clariiy exactly did two of them beach and the third one come on out of the
river? :

A. Idon't recall any testimony like that.
Q. This was a Blind Bat report.

A. Ididn't say three. I said a number of boats. What | said was there
had been a number of boats up in here on this river here. Right here is
where the F-4's were bombing and this is where Biind Bat was at. Ne¢
headed in this direction. By the time he got to this ares, these boats had
moved to the mouth of this river.

Q. Are you repeating now what You heard Blind Bat say or did you asctually
see this? What is your source of information on these boats ¥

A, The Spud.
Q. You ware listening to the Spud's frequency?

A, Right. The Bpud was on our trequency and three fourthe of owr tralile
movemsnt up there is picked up originally by him. He
ucomtn(tothmuaduurivuulvhnwm&h-n.h
MtwornMonthoNoﬂhbuclaﬂouhruMwhcmtom.
He had this ares well lit. There was nothing slae in the waler thore and at
first we didn't have the large boat and we staried to hit these hoats that
were pulled up on the shore there and Blind Bat had the beat

80 wa decided rather than take those that were beached we would take the
large boat.

Q. Captain, from the boat that you attacked, could you see any lights or
signals ?

A. None of any kind.
Q. Were you able to see any type of flag aboard the boat?

A. No, if there had been anything, signal-wise, light-wise or flare-wise,
we would have seen it and there would have been ample time to stop. There
was just nothing given.

Q. After your {irst pass, did You ohserve any running lights at all aboard
the boat ?

A. No, at no time did we observe any. The only lights afier the first pass
was the fire and that was immediately extinguished and from then on it was
moving in every direction it could move.

Q. Captain, prior to positive dentification of this boat, what was your
evaluation of the type of boat you were attacking ?

A. Of what it was?
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A. Well, I'm not that familiar with boats but to me it was just a PT boat
class it looked like as far as shape and auch was concerned. Just a boat
used for geiting material into this area and what cinched it for me was the
boats with the other craft.

Q. Did you observe or have any reason to believe there were any guns aboard
the boal; any guns that could shoot back ?

A. Tthought that we had been fired at on the firat pau"t After the firat

pass 1 was quite sure we wouldn't be fired at.

Q. Did you say you thought you would be fired at or that you were fired at?

T

A. I thought we would be. . o
Q. Did you observe any guns on the boat ?
A. No.

Q. Captatn, would you give us what type of brieling you were given as to
size, shape, length and type of boats that the North Vietnamese would be
using and that you would expect to aitack ?

A. No, we were not given bristings on North Vietnamess or Soviet or:
SAy other country like that. We were given briolings on the Nwyeralt to
expect in that aren all up and down the coast. That in the Bwift and the

Nasties and the identifieations that they should use. We went on to this

bafore with them and they're easily identifiable and they don't loak

like this boat does. As far as we are concernad, no other boat should be up
there. Irregardiess, we try to identily these boats and got their identification |
signals from them and you can E0 80 far on this and then the boat s snemy.

Q. Have you sver been briefed on Market Time operations and Market Time
recognition signals?

A. Market Time? i
Q. Yes.
A. The code word; I don't think I'm familiar with it,
The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused,
Major Richard Fox GIBBS, USAF, FRA33M, was called as 2 witness,

advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and examined
as follows:

Q. Major Gibbs, would you give the position you were flying, your position
in the aircraft, and your duties and a brie{ description of the incidents as you
know them that happened from the time you were nalled to attack this
particular boat in the water in the earlv morning of the 11th of August?

A. Iwas aircraft commander of the lead aircraft in a flight of two. 1

believe it was the morning of the 11th, approximately three o'clock in the
morning when just then, as noymal procedure, Waterboy; we passed to him
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on the TACAN slation Dong Ha over the water and we checked in with
Blind Bat 02.

Q. Were you on a scramble or a pre-briefed mission?

A. We were on a pre-briefed mission. The pre-briefed mission was

oo s
armed reconnaissance of what we call Ambrose route and Tally Ho sector. < Jlownst

Ambrose route is ...
Q. Don't describe it. We try to keep this as unclassified as we can.

A, We checked in with Blind Bat and he was at that time working with the
target with a B-57 in the vicinily of the mouth of twe DMET river. I don't
have the exact name of the DMZ river. It is the river that goea through
the DMZ.

Recorder: Let the record show (e Cua Tung River,

A. With reference to TACAN off Dong Ha Channel 46 and our inertial
navigator, and the starlight was fairly bright at the time, we visually
positioned ourselves to enter the Demarcation Zone and fly armed
reconnaissance cver the Demarcation Zone. Our route went right up the
Cua Tung River. As we coasted in over the mouth of this river Blind Bat
had tlares over the target ship off my right wing and immediately about a
mile or two miles further off my right wing, Cape Mui Lai Point had other
fires burning on the ground. Our mission was o (ly reconnsissance up this
river and we flew to the Laos border and about ten minutes after we started
up the river we turned around and came back to the mouth of the river. As
we arrived over the mouth of lhe river on our return route, Blind Bat and
the B-57 were Soulth of the mouth of the river, As we approsched the mouth
of the river, probably ten miles inland before we got to the mouth of the
river, I could see {ire on the deck of the boat and I presumas from the 30
miilimeter of the B-57, At this time the B-57 called that his ammunition
was all expended and Blind Bat called us and asked us if we would continue
the strike. We rogered and (lew down to the srea of the boat. I had two
Mark 81 bombs and two cans of CBU., We [lew to the genaral area of the
ship which at this time was possibly a mile and a half or two miles Bouth

of the mouth of the Cua Tung River.

Q. Would you clarify this posilion?

A. It was South of the DMZ river but it was still North of the DMZ. I
climbed to ten thousand feet to prepare to dive-bomb with my two bombs

and my wingman flew over in the vicinity of three thousand feet for the )
CBU attack. While I was climbing out he flew over the target ship at i
about a thousand to [Ifteen hundred feet and blinked his nav igation lights as
we know from MAR OPS briefings that we are supposed to do. He received
no reply. We called Blind Bat and asked him if he knew how far South he
was. He said roger, 1 have [oilowed this ship from [urther up North, We
asked if he had attempled identification passes, At this time my wingman
was {lying low wilth CBU I thought being the ordnance to attack the target with
first, I directed him to make an attack. The boat was generally traveiing
Southeast at high specd and dning considerable evaaive tactics. Although he
was traveling in a geurrally Sontheastward direction he was turning on ali
quarters in ail dircctions. Approximately three to four miles South of the
mouth of the Cua T'ung River and about 2 half or three quariers of a mile

ot to sea, the f{irst sitack was made with CBU. My wingman missed

about five hundred fert with (he ©BU. He #eut around for another try and
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on his second attack, he expended all of hig remaining CBU and he might
have contacted the boat with two or (hree of the bomblets. As he wag
making his run from six o'clock to twelve o'clock the boat made a sharp
turn and It appeared to both of us that two or three bomblets might have hit
the port stern corner of the boat. [ was in position at this time to make

a dive-bomb run, The boat was still traveling at high speed and still
making evasive tactice. I made my first run from a generaily westward
direction (o easiward direction and missed to the East at what I imagine
would be about a hundred and fifty feet. The second run I made dry
because I wasn't lined up for anything. The third run was my second
bomb and I missed about fifty feet off the starboard side. By this time the
boat had gotlen to about one and a half to two miles North o the Cua Viet
Rlver. We had expended all of our ordnance at this time. However, we
had not reached bingo fuel yet s0 we continued circling the target boat at
approximately four to six thousand feet in orbit. He continued under power
until he came to a stop about a hundred and fity feet to two hundred feet
from the center of the mouth of the Cua Viet River. At this time all the
engines appeared to stop; he no longer carried any wake behind him, and
the boat appeared to he dead in the water. We circled momsentarily and
then returned to base.

Q- Are you familiar with the rules of engagement {n the MAR OPS
identification and recognition procedures ?

A. Yes, Iam. .
Q.- When did you last accomplish your rules of angagement test?

A. Approximately two weeks ago, or rather two weeks befors the incident
happened.

Q. In your briefing for that night, were you briefed specifically on MAR
OPS operations for ihal night?

A. Yes, specifically. We were briefed that there would be no friendly
coastal traffic that night.

Q. Have you ever been briefed on the Market Thme Operations and the
Market Time craft ?

A. No, sir.

Q. At any time when you were making your runs did you see any lights at
all aboard ihe boat ?

A. Absolutely none.

Q. Did you see any I-vpe of signal from the hoat 7

A. No gignals.

Q. In your testimony you stated you saw the Iares off your right wing when
you were headed East coming up the Cua Tung River. Can you clarify this
pleane ?

A. Ididn't say I saw flares. ! aaw fire on the boat when | was about five
niles Inland coming down the rivear. The boat at this time was about one
mile Sxath of the mouth of Lhe Cua Tang River and when I came out of the
mouth of the Cua Tung River it was off n t wing about one to two




Q. Did you know, Major Git!, I!! l!c !-l! had made its attack by then?

A. The B-57 had completed the attack by the time we got to the mouth of
the Cua Tung River.

Q. Major Gibbs, prior to your {inding out that it was the Point Welcome
that was actually attacked and when you were on your runs, what was your
svaiuation of the type of boat that you were attacking ?

A. We knew it was a high speed, PT boat class or type. We could see it
both under starlight and under flarelight. X was difficult to see at the
altitude I was flying any more than just the outline of the ship. [ could see
no close recognition featurss that would distinguish it particularly.

Q. Am [ correct that your assumption was that it was o PT types boat 7

A. ldon't know that much about Navy definitions sbout PT bouts? In my
mind I felt that It was a PT boat.

Q. Have you had any briefings on Navy type boats that you would expect in
the area other than Navy MAR OPS type craft

A. No briefing whatsoever sxcept MAR OPS.

Q. Major Gibbs, were you able to ses any guns on the boat and did you
expect any return fire and did you receive any return fire?

A. ldidn't see any guns and we encoumtered no defensive reaction other
than evasive action. :

The witneas was duly caulioned concerning his testimony and sxcused.

lst Lt Richard Wayne BALSTAD, USAF, FV3146359, was called as &
witness, advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn,
and examined as follows: ‘

Q- On the night inquestion would you give your position and the duties
which you were performing at the time of the attack ?

A. Well, I wag piict in the lead ¥-4 Coyote 91 flight and st the time of the
attack, I had gone down the river at the DMX and turned back. We were
vectored in on the boat by Blind Bat which is the point command post up
there.

Q. Major Gibbs has given a very good account of all the actions of Coyote
91. There are a couple of points { would like to ciear up with you. Ome,
was your inertial navigation system up-dated and accurate at the time?

A. Ididn't up-date the thing but it was accurate at the time. B was glving

a true readout. Bometimes these don't give accurate data; sometimes
they do.

Q. What type of inertial navigator do you have in the Coyote 917
What do you mean what type of inertial navigation?

A
Q. Do you know the Mark and Mod number of it ?
A. Tthink it's .... ! don't know.
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Q- According to your knmvle!e Irom your readout from your inertial

navigator. what was your position when you made your first attack upon
the ship?

A. Let's see, here we've gol the DM river. We came out from here and
sighted the boat approximately right down in this area here and our first
attack, 91's or 92's, when it first came with CBU's.

Recorder: Laet the record show that the posliion indicated is thres and one
half miles, approximately 140 degrees from the Southern shore of the
mouth of the Cua Tung River, approximately one mile offshore.

Q. Lieuienant Balstad, are you familiar with the rules of engagement, the
MAR OPS recognition and {dentification procedures ?

A. I'm familiar with what we were to look for in boats, friendly types.

Q. Are you familiar with the specific rules of engagement for sttacking
ground or surfaca targets? Have these been explained to you and have you
been brisfed on them ?

A. Yas, air.

Q. And have you been briefed on the MAR OPS recognition signals ?

A. I'm not just sure what you mean by -- [ know what the recognition
sigaals are for the boats or the friendly sea craft if that's what yOU mean.

Q. What have you heen briefed on as to recogaition sigmals of friendly
craft, surface craft?

A. Ckay, the first signal would be & green, a series of green lighis in a
horseshoe or "U" shape on the bow of the boat and it would be a beacon

on the boat and last they would shoot up (lares. They had a radio I guess,

apparently they didn't have. Thase were the light signals we were to look
for.

Q. Are there any other type of recognition procedures with which you're
familiar?

A. None cther than I can think of, no, sir.
Q. When did you last accomplish your rules of sngagement teat ?
A. Ibelieve we had Lhe test shortly after arriving at the base hers.
Q. Can you tell ;ne when that wae? .

A. Approximately the first or second week of July.

Q- Did you receive a briefing on MAR OPS for that night ?

A.
av

M you're refsrring to hoat idemtification procadures, we get those at
ery brieflng by the command post.

Q. Were you hriefed about any {riendty boats that might he operating in
the area?

Sy,



A. No, sir. As a matter of [act, they said there are no friendly boats in
traffic at that time.

Q. Would you clarify your statement that there would be no friendly coastal
traffic? Where would there be no friendly coastal traffic ?

A. Tt was in the area which we would be working. For that night it was
the area in the DMX. No friendly traffic was to be in the area where our
mission was that night.

Q. Did you observe any lights al all aboard the boat during the attack ?
A. No, sir, no lights of any kind.
The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.

Captain Stanley P. FRANKS, Jr., UBAF, FR68824, was calledas a
witness, advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly aworn,
and examined as follows: :

Q. We have a pretiy good picture of what happened from Major Gibba, the
flight commander. Would you give us the position and circumetances that
you were in when you were first ordered to sitack the boat and the position
of the boat if you can recall, whes you first saw it?

A. Yes, sir, my first contact with the boat was while I was inbound from
my assigned armed reccy route. This is called Ambroge route. This was
& good ten minutes prior to the time we were called to strike a target In the
water. At the time that I initinlly saw the boat, when I first saw the boat
he was just at the northern edge or at the mouth of the river here.

Recorder: Show that as the Cua Tung River.

A. Now this was while we were inbound to our assigned reccy route. Upon
returning on a northeasterly heading, heading for Cape Mui Lal. As we
crossed Highway 1A, Blind Bat directed us. ...

Q. What was the assigned target ?

A. Blind Bat stated the assigned target was a, I can't remember the exact
terms he used to call it; a vessel or a naval craft in the water, and that he
had followed this boat down from the North and that the boat was still
heading South taking evasive tactics. As I crogsed route 1A in the general
vicinity of 1A, T headed East and the first contact when I came over the
boat I was approximaiely one half mile northeast of Lhe mouth of the river,
the Cua Tung river. At that time I comsted out over the coast and asked
Blind Bat do you know how far South we are because I was going to be,

the first aircraft in to strike the target. Riind Bat agaln replied yes, we
know how far south we are; we've been Lracking her from up North and the
Spud had turned to pick the target up on his radar and turned him over to
our control. At that time I did a three hundred and sixty degree turn. I
was about at a thousand feet, two hundrad and filty knots at max power,
not afterburner. As [ consted out over the coasl, I did turn on my wing
lights, mainly to avoid Blind Pat and 8pud who were also in the area. To
Lhe best of iy knowledge [ liad the twn leading edge wing lights and the two
trailing edge Join up lights on at the time. Oue wing is red and the other
wing is green. There wam a tntal of four lights. As I approaclied the

.
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heading of approximately Wm“ the boat I turned the

lights off because there were no recognition features and I also agked
anyone else in the {light if they had seen any. They replied negative. As
I prepared for my run to attack on a heading of approximately 120 degrees,
I again asked Blind Bat are you sure I am cleared to strike this target.

The reasgon I asked Blind Bat agaln was due to our Proximity Bouth of the
DME.

Q. Let's clarify that. Are you talking about the DME or the line of
Demarcation?

A. Iam referring to the mouth of the river. Blind Bat again replied we
were cleared to strike the target and that he had made three passes over
this target in an attempt to gain recognition and also Yellow Bird had made
Passes over the target with no recognition received or identification
procedures. Ithen made my first run which was to be CBU. Ibelieve I
made my first run at approximately two thousand feet about four hundred
and forty knots, on a heading of 130 degrees. Upon breaking off from the
target on the first try, I noticed all CBU's to miss af lesst, I would
estimate at least three to five hundred fest to the leit or Bast of the target.
My CBU string spproached the targst from the six o'closk position and it
appeared that the boat made a right turn toward the shore. I think that
caused it also to miss by a grester distance than I had really planned on.
Iyucmdpmlmaunhudndﬁrmob 570 degrees sl shout
the same airspeed and altitude as before. Throughout this period of time
Biind Bat kept the target Llluminated with his flares. The initial pass, the
first pass, the !hrnhum«ltuluto-yuﬂm over the target and
I continued to target on my own becauss I could ses the wake of the boat in
the moonlight. The sscond pass the target was well illuminated and I again
made my run on it from 370 degrees and it Appeared that all but two or
thras bomblats complately missed the boat. The only portion of the boat
that the two or three bomblets that I saw explode in the air or on target
minthoponmpaﬁo!thobontudthntwumoulybonhlotlthtl
SAW come near the bost. The remainder of them hit again to the Bast, to
ths Mast and Northeast of the target. Following this pags I went to
approximately tweive thousand foet, orbiting over the boat with my lights
on bright flash. When I say with my lights on, I mean every light on the
airplane which includes my tail flagher and wing lights. AL no time did I
ohesrve any recognition features or lights on this boat.

Q. Are you familiar with the rules of engagemaent for surface ships or
MAR OPS identification procedures?

A. Yes, sir, I'm very familiar with MAR OFS. I am briefed on them
every night.

Q- When did you last accomplish your rules of engagemaents test ?

A. Ibelisve sometime in July, probably around the first week or twc
weeks. I'm not sure. Ican't give you the exact date.

Q- You said when you first started your mission, your recon run, you

saw the boat when you headed inland. Can You positively identity this as
the s2me boat that you attacked?




A. Icouldn't becauge 1 coul! never positively identify the boat when I

attacked it. Al night looking down oo the dark water from an airplans,
it is just difficult to see the exact Physical deacription of the boat. My
inilial pass over the area was at three Lo four thousand fest going on my
assigned route. Blind Bat said Ihat this was the same target because he
and 8pud had been |racking it.

Q. What specific targets were you looking for on your armed recon
misaion?

A. We wers concerned with iargels to the North of the river. Any targets
which would be of military lmportance. Targets which we asw, possibly
moving tracks on the road: (here are numsrous roads in the DIME area.

Wa would then itluminate these targets and make a pass on them first.

Q. What type of identification Pass specitfically did you make and how
many on the boat ?

A. Imade as I said before one three hundred and sisty degree tura as
close as possible over the tap of the boat at two hundred and fifty knots
at & thousand fest at full military power.

Q- Were your lights on?

A. My lighis nrumbﬂ;htuddndytortuurdm'laum
degrees of tupn. mnmmmmuuummmnm
my downwind leg on the run, Lhe lights were turned off again for my own
protection.

Q- Have you had any briefings on sny type suriace craft, friendly sarface
craft you would expect o find in the area other than the MAR OPS craft?

A. Not to my knowledge, sir, no.
Q- Have you been briefed on the Market Time operations ?

A. Not to my knowledge again, no. Iam aware of Market Time only by
wihat I heard in the newspapers.

Q. Do you have any other stalement you desire to make ?

A. Yes, sir, I would like to expiain how we determined our pogition at the
time of the incident and why my question of Blind Bat a8 to our location,
C!nnnel“inthomuﬂlTACAHlnduyoucAnlummy map I have
every radial mark with BME distances at overy {ive miles. We had briefed
to coast in over the mouth of the river, the Cua Tung Miver. at 002 radial,
at 13 miles. This was alsc substantiated by the {act that we were over the
mouth of the river and our inertial BME resd less than one mile. This

was also visually confirmed by our reference io Cape Mul Lai and the
mouth of the river was illuminated at that time. We aino had picked up
Capt Mui Lai and Tiger Island on radar.

Q. That was for your initial entry into the area on your armed recc
mission?

A. Yes, sir.
The witness was duly caulioned concerning his testimony and excumed.




Ist Lt Roger Wesley M FR76453, was called an a

witness. advised of his righl's under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn,
and examined as follows:

W« Would you state your position and dulieg on Lhe night of this incident ?
A. I'm 4 pilat inthe F-4C fthat was in Coyole 93.

Q. Lieutenant Cochran. are you familiar with the rules of angagement
for this area?

A. Yes, sir.

Q- Are you familiar wiih the MAR OPB recognition and ldeniification
procedures?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you familiar wilth ihe MAR OPS recognition and identification
procedures ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did you last accomplish your rules of sngagements test ?

A. Idon't remember the specilic date but it was last month, or withia
& month of the time that we were involved.

Q. Have you ever been hriefed on the Market Time aperations and the typs
of craft which are used?

A. No, sir.

Q- Do you rmﬂwh.ttypooflwmonmyoumonmﬂp
b.ofou it was sttacked?

A. Yes, sir. Our airplane made 3 390 dugres turn around the ship at
about a thousand feel ahove maﬂwm“mwnﬂpﬂmw
while we were making this three ainty.

Q. Did you blink your navigation lights or did you turn them on bright
and steady and leave them on?

A. AsIrecall, we blinked them, :
Q. Did you personally blink the Lights ?
A. No, sir, I have no control cver them.

Q: Would you show us where the position of the boat was when you first
saw il and commenced your identification passes ?

A. When we first made our identification passe, it was approximately right
here.

Ta



Recorder: Lel the record l!OW II! !o witness pointed to a spot about

150 degrees, approximalely three miles irom the southern edge of the
mouth of lhe Cua Tung River, approximately one half mile oifshore. K

Q- Do you recall the specific {ime which you made your pass, your first
identification pans ?

A. No. sir. We made an armed recce of this river.

Q. Did you see any ligh's or recognilion signals or lights on the boat at
all on your recognliion pass ?

A. None whatsoever, sir.
Q- Could you see the fire on the boat 1hat was caused by the B-577

A. No, gir, If there was one there it was out by the time we made the
pass.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning hia testimony and sucused.

Captain Charles Barron CHMM, USAF, FV3058274, was called s &
witness, advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly swora,
and examined as follows:

Q. Captain, would you enplain what your mission was for being up there
that night and what your authorities were on this mission?

A. Our mission was a coustal flare and recognition, working from the
southern boundry of the BME to a coordinate sbeam about five miles
South of Dong Hoi. We were working from the imternational thres mile
limit to ihe shoreline. We act as & FAC, striking fissting targets of
opportunity.

Q- Now then, would you g0 into [rom the time you first became aware
that there was a target, this particular target, until the attack upon this
target consed?

A. Approximately 01188 we were working 2 Yellow Bird 18 on a group of
ships just abeam of Xon Ngoi. I don't know the coordinates on that. While
we were in that area, working that area, Bpud 139 gave us & target located
inland. I guess I don't have the target. He gave me a DMR off of Channel
48 which 1 piotted oui on Lhe map right on the DME and I, we procesded or
completed our strike on these boats and we proceeded lighting the other
areas down the coast.

Q. Let me interrupt you. You stated the coordinates plotted on the DMX;
is this on the DMZ, in the DMZ or on the Une of Demarcation ?

A. I was on ths northern boundry of the DMZ which would be two and a
half or three miles North o the Demarcation. We were lighting the

mouth of T Bone, the mouth of the river that leads from T Bone lake out

Lo the gull #hich 1a Yaikee Della 178045 and when the Mpud 13 cailed us and
told us he had a target at the mouth of this river just Bast of the target he
gave us.




Recurder: Lel the record show that ||1|5 is Yankee Delta 255820, Let

the record show Lhal Is the Cua Tung River.

N
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A. A/ 0155 Zulu time, Yellow Bird 18, a B-57 iype alrcraft, told us that \f 'ff\“ 5
he was oif his primary and he had twenly millimeter cannon at his —_— ke o U”j\
disposal and asked us if we had largets. We said negatlve at thig time. A 7
we are on our way (o light a ferget given (o us by 8pud. T proceeded I
Bouth siaying over waler down to the Cua Tung River, the mouth and with )
four flares we illuminated the mouth of the river al approximately 1930%Z,
I discovered (wo smaller boats near the mouth of the river and one larger
craft tha! we esilmated at the tHime io be about sixty feet in length and the
smaller boafg we estimaled about thirly-five feet. The boat was completely
blacked oul and he was ai a slow speed in u slow right turn. I couldn'
accurafely give you 4 heading but T would estimate EBast that he was heading
at the time in a slow right tarn.

Q- That was in the mouth of the river ?

A. Tt was about & hundred yards from the mouth of the river. & was
seaward or out of the mouth of the river. About 1930% was the first

light. Our first pass was made southerly and to the seaward approximately ] '
one and one half miles from shore and we were working the arsas to check i ‘ Ly
for lights. There were no lUghts s0 we turned northward along the coast o U_«,ka
and dropped our flares scattered to either side of the mouth of the river -F \Aiok‘ Ry
and we picked up the boats and made a turn southbound while we investigelied ! :
the boats. The flarelight was qulte bright and the boat was well Llluminated — . QW

80 on my second pass around ¥ dropped one area flare at approximately his '

one o'clock position al about a mile and I dropped a surface flare, a marker

flare that drops In the water, at sbout hls two o'clock position at abou’ a

hundred and fifty yards and I did this mainly so that T couid be sure that the

flare lights weren't washing out any recognition signals and so forth he was

giving. As Fturned outbound from the lagt drop, he made an evasive turn : o
from the flare toward the East again. He had continued his turn toward = W
Just about the Southeast and when I dropped the flare he made a turn back to -y
the Rasl Lo slay away from the flarelight. As I turned around for my next _ oy { P
light I temporarily lowt sight of him because of the angle of the alignment o »yf‘? SRUAY
of the aircraft, the flare and ihe boat prevented me from picking him up. \)Q’\ . { &
As we continuedon in our run we picked him up again on the other side of \\ \‘3 | “m
the flare and we dropped three flares In an arc well up on an easterly Sy T
heading. Due to his evasive aciion, we had to drop one flare approximalely ’ ™ 5_*,;
at his two o'clock, one at his twelve o'clock, and one at approximalely hig . ‘

ten o'clock position so thatl regardiess of which way he turned he would end ;ﬁ ]
up under a flare. Sir, we could digcern no recognition signals of any - ot
type. I continued In my orbiling pattern around for my fourth light and o A R
under my second light when he made un evasive turn he did accelerals ! T \“" L
at an esiimated Lhirty or thirty-five knotg. He was leaving about two . ot
hundred yards of wake belhind him. [ don't know what the speed is on Lhai S '
boat. Yellow Bird 18 wag orbiling overhead. He arrived approximately 3. ';i?’_
the same (ime we did In the area. He had his recognition, his nav lghts R L?
and his beacon on while he was at altliude, We were working at flve O A o :
thousand feet for our first drop. We descended forty-five hundred feet R : ot
for more accurate placement of the tlares and due to our susceplibility to : ‘
ground fire at that altitede. .1 did not leave my lights on. They were off

from then until our cntire time over the area. Coyote 91 and 92 were in

the area. They were tlescending through twenty thousand feet sometime
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in the area of when we started lighting the first light on the boat. Yellow X Q) e
Bird 1B was at six thousand feet. I descended to {orty-five hundred feet
and we were completely blacked out except for four mission lights because

of our proximity to shore ground fire and from that on the boat. We

continued to make our drops between forty-five hundred and five thousand

feet and I did atlempt one light from one flare which he took evasive action

from go we could exchange recognltion signals. 1 don't know whether he P
saw our signals or not. We saw none from him. We conlinued around for
our fourth light. We dropped four flares this time also in an arc in front
of him and he still, Lhis was approximately ten minutes later from the ilrst
time we lit him, he still showed no lighls and was atill traveling at a high
speed and taking evasive turng, small svasive turns, heading generally
down the coast, approximately a mile and a half down the shore. At 19042Z. .

I'told Yellow Bird 18 to strike the boat. He made one dry pass at Lhe

target before striking. Understand, this I can not swear to as & positive

statement but I understand e made one dry pass at the boat without firing.

He came off and then on the second run he made a firing pass striking

approximately ninety-five percent of his fire on the boat, working from

stern [o bow. He broke off from his pass, made his orbit, came back

around and fired the second time then being very effective on the boal and

the second strike caused the fire on the aft end of the boat. I would roughly

estimate a twenty foot fire ball. R caught rapidly and died rapidly, lasting

about three minutes. The boat did not diminish In speed. R contlnued A
heading South and as soon as Yellow Bird finighed his strike we cleared 91 -

and 92 on their strike. We continued lighting the area in a racetrack

peitern in front of the bost. 91 expendad two pods of CBU's and couid

discern no hits on the boat. 93 dropped two bombs and both ware milsses.

At this time we had reached the southern boundry and probably exceesded

our wouthern boundry of the DME for at that time it was approximately

20052 and Coyote 92 had cleared the target area. I calied Walerboy control AT

for permission to continue pursuit of the boat out of our patrol area. They P 'D\L_
called Tth and they replied we had permission to continue the strike onthe - ’
boat and they said they had launched fighters for our suppott. Prior to

arrival of the fighters, Waterboy cailed us up and advised us that this was

a friendly vessel. I continued to remaln in the area kesping the boat i!lum-

inated for rescue purposes untii they found all the survivors. Later on

during the night wa noted many vessels converging on the area. One large

destroyer type boat coming in from seaward and similar type craft as the

craft struck were proceeding North along the coast. They all had thelr nav

lights and beacons on and we picked them up, at first I would estimate about

twenty miles away. As the first one neared the area, got approximaiely }N,.‘«"

five miles away, we [lew over it to drop a flare over it to gee if Lhe lights \» .
were vigible under flarelight and they were readily visible in the flarelight. s ; v

R didn’'t wash them out. We contlnued to light the struck craft uniil - b .
approximately fifleen minutes before dawn when they notifled us that ali S L .'

personiel were accounted for. .

Q- Captain Chism, have you been briefed on and are you familiar with the
rules of engagement 7

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Are you familiar with the MAR OP8 ideniification and recugnition

procedures 7

A. Yes, sir.



Q. When did you last complote or uc!sh a rules of engagement teat ?

A. To my knowledge I have not had a rules of engagement tast.

Q. Were you briefed specifically on the MAR OPS that might be operating
that night ? ,

A. Al lhe brieflng we were informed that MAR OPE would be in effect, but
prior to our departure during target study, we were told that MAR OPS
was canceled.

Q. Have you been brisfed on the Mariket Time operations ?

A. No, sir.

Q- Have you ever been brisfed on the types of boats or surface craft

that would be operating in that area or in your area of oparation such as
the aize, shape and general characteristica?

A. No, we were given no formal host identification as such but intelligence
doss have photos of the type of craft that are operating inside Vistnam.

Q- Have you studied And are tamiliar with these photographs; the types _
of eraft that would be operating ? N

A. Yes, 1 have looked st them.

Q- What type of recoguition signal were you trying to make at forty-five R TOL R
hundred fest and what type of return did you expect? o

A. Well, we wore to have our red heacon on and {ly over the boai and he \%,\

was Lo reply wi lightly o
formardoraredr re e Mern of

the ship.

Q. How many identification passes did you make ?
A. We made a total of four.

Q- This was dropping flares each time?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long was it from the time you dropped your first fiare and got
around and dropped your second string of flares? .

A. Less than two and a half minutea. The flare burning time is
approximately two minutes and fifty seconds.

Q. Did you have the boat in sight all the time from the time you first
{lluminated it ?

A. With the exception of when our tail was to the boat and when he was
on the other side of the flare, we had him in positive radar and visual
contact.



Q. Captain Chism, in youl mll!m You said, to attack flesting targets

of opportunity. What are the flasting targets of opportunity 7

A. These are boats thirty feet in length and greater.

Q. This is the definition that was ﬂvon youl’

A. Yes, sir.

Q- What action were you to take uﬁon sighting thess boats ?
A

- We were to try to attempt recognition signals with them and try to
identify whether it was friend or foe.

Q. Is this in your FRAG?

A. This is just standard opersting procedures that before you gtrike any
target you attempt to identify whether it is frisadly or snemy. At this
time we wore FRAGGED from the southern boundry of the DME, the point
being approximately five miles South of Bong Mal.

Q Can you identify this SOP that you are spenhiag of ¥

A. Well, tusujuutturuh-dmcumuuﬁw. Ican't
glnyoutlu.podﬂemu-hrhdhntu-“.

Q. Would you explais the operstion you ware completing wp North on the
const when you first got a call to go down to the BMEY

A. W¢hadhunparoln¢thoemﬂth‘nﬂwmumw-
hend and we noticed lights nlong the shore. 1 illuminated thess lights and
lmmmwnnﬁrueﬂmumymhoﬁhwo.
Thres craft pulled up right next to the beach. They wore covared sam pan
type and we estimated thirty -five to forty feet in longth. Our Mghts
imndnﬁymundummrﬂanuuﬂeﬂlutoﬂw
Brd 16 down. On, I believe it was the third pass we told Yellow Bird 16
to striice the craft. He strafed the craft, sinking three and damaging three.

Q- Captain, how much time was involved in your actual loss of visual
costact with the bonat ?

A. I would estimate about fifieen to twenty seconds was the maximum.
Q- Did you hold radar contact dux ag this period?

A. No, sir, due to the placement of the antenma, radar contact was logt
aleo during the time the tail of the aireraft was toward the target.

Q- What angle do you have on the radar either side of the nose ¥

A. There is approximately a thirty degres cone of darkness to the ted1 of
the aircraft. I don't know what the ares of, it might posaibly be forty
degrees. k covers thres hundred and ten degrees or =0 3t legrt,

Q- Did Yellow Bird expend all of his ammunition in two passes?
A. Ibelieve he did.



Was any attempt made lo contact the craft on URF radio?

No, sir.

© > 0

On any radio?

A. No, sir, first of all, we didn't know what Irsquency to attempt contact
on, We had one UHP radic which we were using for primary control for
our fighter aircraft. Our HF radio we were using for contact with Baton
Rouge which i{s one of our control centers and the other radio which is HF
radie. was unable to channelize at that time. At that time it would not
channelize to the frequency we wanted and I did not sttempt any comtact
with the boat.

Q- Captain, is it possible that during the time you had losi radar and
visual contact in the turn that you could have sighted a different boat the
Rext time you sighted it thinking it was the same boat that you had
illuminated?

A. No, sir. Idont gee how it cendd be posaible. X there wore two beats
in the ares that close together, radar would have shown them and he must
h.nbuncMn;thnmuM,hermdonlymtu”thm
Ares and the movement of the crakt we originally sighted couldn’t have

moved beyond our anticipations out of the flare Light. I don't ses how it's
pouibl-tht\nemldhnhdtwbntulnthuuaﬂnimm.

Q- Were there any distinguishing features that you noticed on your firet
Tun that would verify it was the same boat on your second or third rua?

A. No, sir. We couldn'’t discern a flag, or a Mght, or & marker of any
type on the craft. R remained blacked out the entire night.

Q. Captain, is it customary to be assigned a misgion againat surface
contacts inaide the three mile Mmit ?

A. Yes, dr.

Q. When you dropped your surface flares, were the bonts still off the
mouth of the river?

A. On our second pass, 1 would estimate the boat at that time wag
approximately one mile from the river. It's very genarally, just an
estimate. ’

Q- BSpecifically, what recognition sighigis did you give?

A. Our propeller aircraft had their beacon and navigation lights displayed
Yellow Bird 18 was over the ares aad the Coyate flight was inbound. The
Coyate flight left their recognition Mghts on the entire time, svea during
their strike they had their lights oa.

Q- Did you see them in their strikes with their lights on ?

A. Yeos, sir. ! saw one of the Coyote aircraft with his lights on. |
didn't digcern as to which one was which. R might have been both.




Q. The one you observed, was that in his recognition pass ?
A. No, gir, it was In his strike Pass.

Q. When you first illuminated the boat, from the size and shape of the
boat, what was your evaluation of the threat of this or the threat of this
boat ?

A. 1 would have assumed that at the time it would be armed with
approximately 37 millimeter or smaller. Becausse it could have been
armed with 50 caliber or 37 millimeter type was one reagon I remained
at forty-five hundred fest due to the siatistics that show that the majority
of the aircraft that are hit and downed are always below forty-tive
hundred fest.

Q. In your opinion what was your opinion of the threat of thia bost to
mmur; or Vistnamesse interests? What ig your opinion a8 & professional
officer .

A.Mnruthowrmco!thobuuunorm migsion could have
bunhuditbun\mtnnou,ldoldkm. R could hawve bosn
&mmmnuinm“umulﬂuwmtwﬂ
number of things. rmmmummg«ummwu
area. uhruimno‘nothud,lvuuaythonmuhu
immediate threat. :

Q- Captain, how many missions have You had in this area?

A. This was my second misaion on the coastal route,

Q. And you were the aircraft commander ot this time?

A. Yes, gir.

Q. One thing I'm not quite clear on. What are the gpecific rules of
engagement as applied to your mission here? I other words, you sight
& boat and then what happens?

A. We attempt recognition sigaple with the hent and determine If poseible
whether it is friendly or ememy.” Fust eaperionce has provea the majority
Of the boats after we light them, rather than asknowledge recogumition
signals will beach themaselves. :

Q. When you umtnbauudmdnn;wouwﬂﬂmmm

YOu can ses, does this congtitute asuthority for you to order a strike upon
this boat ?

A. E dossn't give me the authority to strike unless it's positively
identified as an eagpmy craft. The most positive means I have are the
recognition signals or the most immediate methods I should SAy Are the
{dentification signjis.

Q- Would you review briefly from the time you approsched the mouiis ui
the river from the North when and where and what you saw on each fiare
drop? '




A. Okay, sir. We proceeded South. We were working 18 in this area.
We were illuminating the mouth of T Bone lake right here. We were
dropping Tlares over this area here when we got the target call from Spud
and proceeded Bouth down the river or down the coast to aApproximately
somewhere in this area here and then turned North and dropped four
flares approximately in these positions here.

Recorder: Let the record show that he dropped the first four Nares right
at the mouth of the Cua Tung River, heading North.

A. And we saw two amall craft located in the mouth of the river itself

and the larger craft was approxmately a hundred yards, I would SAY, away
{rom the mouth of the river oriented, well, about Northeast or between '
Northeast and East and hs was making slow speed and a slow right turn.

We made our orbit to the right and came back around and we dropped one '
flare on his nose and the marker flare at about his two o'clock position at |
4 hundred and fifty yards. As scon as we dropped the flare we started an
immediate right turn. I takes ipproximaiely twenty ssconds for the flare -

to illuminate after it has departed the aircraft. We wore still under flare-

light from the previous flare drop.
Q. What was your airspeed at the time?

A. Somewhere between a hundred and fifty and two hundred knots. The
first flares that we had dropped were still 1llum{nated a8 we made Our
second drop and we continued our turn ocutbound and when we got sight of
the craft again our four previous flares had burned cut and the surface
flare was just igniting and the aerial fiare had already been {lluminated.
We saw the boat. He was still in g right turn and as we proceedsd this
way the boat took a turn to the left, to port, and then as we procesded
down this way the alignment of the alrcraft, the flare and the boat
Preventsd me from sseing him for about fifteen or twenty seconds. 1
came back inbound and then I made a sharp right turn. He had proceseded:
I would have to estimate that he was down in this area here then, and 1
made my flare drops Eastbound dropping one just about abeam at about
& quarter mlle and one on his nose at about & mile and the other one off
" his other side or to the North of him.

Recorder: Let the record show that the area previously mentioned is
still heading due East from the mouth of the river.

A. And when we dropped our thres flares on our third drop he was headed
Southeast and we dropped them in front of him in an arc like this and he
made small svasive turns but his general heading was generally toward
the Southeast, parallei to the coamt. At the time when we first picked him
up he was heading apparently what looked like was parallel to the North
side of the beach galng North, We thought it was a diversionary tactic to
head South, thinking we would loge intersst in him. On our fourth flare
Pass the boat was approximately in this position here. The boat was
approximately in this position here and we made our fourth flare pass
‘llaminating him and dropping our flares in about this position and we
cleared Yellow Bird in for his flight. He made his pass and the boat awas
struck at this position right here. '

Recorder: Let the record show approximately one half mile South of the
I'tth Parailel,approximately one mile offghors. |



A. I will have to check »!th the nl!gntorl to ses what they meant by

these other marks here. He made hig two firing passes and we continued
lighting him approximately every two and a half minutes. Wa clearsd
Coyote and as soon as Yellow Bird made his last pass, we cleared 91
and he made his CBU run.

Q- Cuptain, do you have any assurance that the boat you attacked was
the same that was initially reported by the Bpud aircraft?

A. I there were two boats in the area that could Possibly be migtaken
for each other, in other words being fairly large -- the fpud’s radar
return only gave us one target and when we illuminated the area we only
SAW One large boat. Idon't think we lost visual contact or radar contact
with him long enough for the bont we were illuminating to have traveled
say two miles or a mile and a half st lsast to get w0 far out of the flare-
light that we couldn't positively idemtity it. I would almost definitely say
that it was the same bost that we found in the mouth of the river.

Q. What is the length, the normal length, from beginning o snd of your
racetrack pattern when you're in the flare drop? :

A. E varies considerably g on the techaique that we're ueing for
flare drops and so forén and how many flares we're dropping. I would say
AN average would be & mile and & half. A mile and a half in the length of
the racetrack,

Q- Could you state offhand the turning radius for & 180 degree turn for

your type aircraft at a hundred and seventy knots or a hundred and sighty
knots? '

A. Icouldn't give you the exact figures but I would estimate that it's leay
than a half mile. This is using the auto-pilot turning for which we use about.
a thirty degree bank. We can go to whatever degres wo noed and at times
for maneuvering we use up to sixty degrees of bank which makes it fairly
rapid.

@ Was there a change of Spuds during the miggion?

A. Yes, sir, there were two Spuds working in the area, a Spud 14 came

on target at 0140% and a Spud 13 that gave his infbial call in at 2348, sir.
The Spud 14 departed the nrea at 435X. I do not have fpud 13's departure
timae.

Q- You keep speaking of Rulu time. I think you are speaking of Notel tims.
A. Purdon me, Hotel time, yes, sir.

Q. What information was exchanged between the Bpuds?

A. Sir, they have FM radio that we cannot monitor.

Q- Do you have authority to order attacks on targets without reference tn
higher authority 7

ki)



A. Yes, sir. On all land targets I'm given authority to strike. Rolling
stock, Ithink the rules of engagement that were laid out were if they were
within a hundred yards of movable tralls and so forth and the water craft
type targets we have to ascertain that it ia not a friendly target by
recognition or exchange of recognition signals ?

Q: Or the lack thereof?

A. Or the lack thereof?

Q- At any time did Any of the aircraft advise you that you were Bouth of
your area?,

A. No, gir.

'Q. Have you ever besn briefed on Market Time operations or about
irequencies used by Market Time perstions for recogaition ?

A. No, sir,

Q How:oodllymrrnhrdunﬂuwmm:ﬂmloﬂ
wooden junk ?

d. BDepending on the set, ﬂurupudm.!tm-u,tlcﬂﬂh
& wild guess, Iwmmnm.moMammeu.

9 m;mmmummmr
A. Well, in this ares, mrmnylt'nd:thou-ututhmm.

Q. Well, at aix thousand fest, how far out would you normally detect, say
a thirty foot junk, if at all ? -

A- !neuﬂﬂduq!nany"u&'thw. I would say no better than

tnldlubwm-.vomllyknpthrﬂrcnnhlﬂydmrtrmomr

biowep of the return itsel.
Thcwltnm\vuﬂyeuumdmmulﬂn-ymm
Captain Paul V. MBLSEL, UBAF, FYI0ReeTs, was called as a witness,

advised of his rights under Article 3, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and smamined
as follows: ‘ .

Would you state your duty capacity on the night the incident took place ?
Yes, sir, I was flying as co-pilat,

Co-pilot on what ? |

na C-130,

And the call gign?

Blind Bat 03.
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Q. Are you [amiliar with the rules of sngagement and the MAR OPS
identification and recognition procedures ?

A. Yes, gir, Iam,

Q. When did you last accomplish & rules of engagements test ?

A. Idon't belleve I have ever taken the test , sir,

Q. How long have you been in your squadron ?

A. Since May 38¢h.

Q. Were you hriefed spacifically on MAR OPS operations for that night ¥
A. Yes, sir,

Q- Have you ever been brisfed on Market Time operatiens ?

A. No, ¢ir, I newr nave.

Q- Have you ever been brisfed on the types of friendly cralt you would
oxpect to find in the constul area?

A. Not particularly as to the type, no, gir.

Q- Captain, what is your interpretation of the rules of sagagements that
were in effect at the time of the Incident regarding suriace craft v

A. Well, if it wan a friendly iur!uc craft, sir, the challenge signal is
to have a rotating beacon on your atrcraft and {f the bost is friendly he
would turn on his Lghts and as an omergency he will hold a hand-nsld
{lare, or someocns will hold a hand-held flare.

Q. And if none of thig happens 7

A. We will agaume that he 15 not Irisndly,

Q. Wall, after you have identified or nat ldentified thig bont what then
is your further action as you understand it under the rulss of engagement T

A. Idon't think I understand you. You mean what do I do?
Q- What are your rules for attacking or not aitacking a boat ?
A. Ithink I understand. H, in the event that he is withdi our prescribed

area and he does not identify himgelf as friendly, then we are authorized
to attack or to direct attack.

Q. Could you define for me your Assigned ares for that evening?

A. Yes, asir. We were to patrol the coastal waters from the Southern
boundry of the DMZ, North to » paint just South of Dong Hol. Ican't
glve you the exact coordinates.
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Q. Captain, in your own opinion, is it possible from the time that you
tirst approached the target area and first dropped your first flares that
In turning around and getting position for your drop or for any successive
drop after that, there could have been a switch in targets? Could you
have picked up another boat and assumad it wag your first target?

A. No, sir, I don't balieve that's possible. We had the target on ocur
Own radar, plus the fact that at no time was he not iliuminated for a
Period longer than thirty seconds.

Q. Captain, at any time during the evening or rather, during that
morning, were you out of your area of responsibility and if so for what
resason and under what authority 7

A. Yes, sir. We chased the boat out of our area to the South and after
he parked we asked Walterboy to got permiagion to continue the strike
since he was out of our ares and we recsived permipsion from Tth Alr
Force about five minutes later to go shead; however, we weren't able
to because we didn't have any fighters. We did keop him illuminated
during that period.
The witness was duly cautiomd concerning his testimony and excueed.
1gt Lt Melvin M. MARVEL, UBAF, FR75320, was called as a witnses,
advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and examined
as follows: :
Would you state your official oapacity and duties during the mission?
I was the navigator on the flare ship,
What was the call sign?

Blind Bat 02.

PP e

Q- After you were headed Bouth into the area, at what point did you detect
and positively identity the target on your radar?

when I first saw the boat visually. We cams back, Uit & again, and as
vocnmehackoutuﬂnlgotbututhn‘rncmmwdh't
want to lose it. Iﬁctcditwuduulhnul-utﬂlhnul. I
forget the range and they said roger we have him just off the nose. Then
when we would get in close to him where I could track to within a mile I
would get up and watch visually and after each flare drap I got back on the
radar and tracked it,

Q- How long a period was there when you did not have him on the radar
Scope pogitively ?

A. YOu mean between the first ligt... ?

Q- After you first saw him positively on radar. What period was there
when you did not have him on the radar?

7




A. Every pass we made over !n 'Il lou him at about a mile out, I

wouldn't pick him up again until we had passed over him and made about
@ ninety degree turn. I'd S&Y On every f{lare pass, sir, thare was
probably at least about forty-five meconds that I didn't have him on
radar but at that time we were coming right over top of Mm. I'm
Positive it was the same boat.

Q. Is there any guestion in your mind that the possibility that from

one pass to the next you could have picked up = different boat on your
radar ?

A. No, sir. There would be a Possibllity of it, but I don't believe that
I did pick up a different boat because when he turned South he wesnt to
full ipower and was leaving quite a wake and there was no missing of the
boat visually. Itracked the bont 9 each pass and then came right in
under the head mark.

& Jlow about ater your second or third pass whea ke did turs Sown? | |
hltpud&oyoucmldhnnﬂ“wlhdﬂchmmm '
unntthcm-myoum"hlcmuemddmdm! i

A~ lcmuhmumu«munu-‘mudh
first boat we saw nn-oocloutworthdl'mmlnu'tm
two boats down there, f}

L

mdyouunuymlum.hr‘dsonym radar st all ?
No, sir, not until the boat had parked in this other river.
This wu after the sttack was over?

Yes, sir.

g o

lmmryouhduonhlmuyournrurunﬂutyouﬁckuu-up
on your radar ¥

L 4

A. k was after the first flare drop as near as I can remember.

Q- Lieutenant Marvel, would you describe the actions of the boat after
your first flare deop?

A. Yos, sir, when I first saw nim he was heading generally easterly,
approximately & quarter of a mils off the caast. He came out, I would
say, about East-Northeast to about twe t0 two and a half miles off the
coastline and turned South because I remember stating or telling the pilot;
I was watching him on redar at this time, I said he is heading just about

mmhnwmm-id-ometuuabmlwmdorﬂyhohgdum
that way,

Q- How far South did he go before you made the first attack ?

A. 1guess it would be about a mile or a mile and a haif before we
struck, atter he turned South.




Q- And on what flare pass was the first strike made ?
A. Just after the fourth flare pass.

Q. Did you record the times from the time you first dropped your first
flares until the first strike ?

A. No, sir, I didn't record the time of the Hrst actual flare drop, but
I did record the exact time of the Srst striking pass.

Q. What would you estimnate was the time interval between the first
flare drop.and the first strike ?

A. Approximately ten to tweive mimutes.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and encused.
The board adjourned at 1308, 17 August 1066.




. Il. On hoard YR-T1
DaNang, Republic of Vietnam

Thursday, 18 August 1968
The board met at 0830

All persons connected with the investigation who were present when
the board adjourned are again present,

LCDR Howard H. NTOCK, UBCG, 5019, was recalisdas s witness,
was reminded that he was still under oath, and examined as foliows:

Q. Commander Istock, do You have further statements to maks, or
evidence you want to introduce before this board?

Recorder: ummmmam&u&.mm
Mtommwul.lum Commander Couat
Guard Divigion TWELVE have boon introduced as Buhibit 7 and will be
reproduced.

Q. Commander Istock, do you have any other verbal statement that you
desire to make at this time, sir?

A. Yeu, alr. tiliudnymmubnhmnmllwm
maybcthomuuonuhonhwronc. In the Coast Guard we have an
organisation commander who ig in charge of the opersiion and adminiegirs-

tion of the unit. Here we have s dual type divisdon of the unit. One man

s operational commander and one man is administrative commander of -
the unit. From my axperience, I like the one commander concapt much
Mnmdlmrnmﬂy!«lummmbdtuhtﬂlmon

here. Maybe some of the problesss we are having now would be better

solved if one man waas in charge of the whole aperation rather than two.
That completes my statement.

Colonel Reid: Would you show om the record, please, that Commander

Istock has been more than helptul for the board and has taken every
occasion to aid us in our missjion.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.

e



LTJG James Dennis BOYCE, USCG, 7193, was called as a witness,
advisied of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and
examined as follows:

Q- Would you please give your duty capacity ?
A. Commanding Officer of the Coast Guard Cutter Polnt Caution.

Q. When you first became aware that the Point Welcoma was under
attack, where was your snip and where were you at the time?

A. Al the time, abowt 0350H, my unit was in the Northern part of arsa
1C, just Bouth of the barrier areas. At the time I was in the rack sleeping.

Q. I you would give it in coordinates, please?
A. I isapproximately 16.43 North and 107. 38 Raast.

Q- Would you indicate how far you were from the Paint Welcome st the
time of the incident ?

A. R's about eighteen and one half miles. That is approximate, sir.

Q- Al what time wers you directed to proceed to intercept and jain the
Point Weicome?

A. Iwas not directed, sir.

Q. For what reason did you §° and intercept him then?

A. At 0350 our OOD, who is the Bnecutive Offlcer, intercepted a call

from the Point Welcome and if I conid quote hare to the best he romembers.
The Point Welcome's call sign {s Article India. He called in "Article,

this is Article indin. Iam under Sre from Vietnamese aircraft”. Article
came back "Article India, this is Article, roger, owt”. Al that time my
00D called in to Article India "Do you require assistance”. "This is

India, affirmative. I have taken hite and roquest assistance". At taet

time I was called and we set course 310 true at maximum speed and
informed Article that I intended to Proceed and assist.

Q- At what time did you intercept the Point Welcome or have her in sight?
A. Inhad her in sight at approximately 0448, sir, o
Q. Al this time did you cbserve any rumning Mghts on board the Welcome?

A. No, ‘slr. I did oheerve what appeared to be a small light in the cabin
at that time. }

Q- Were you illuminated in the vicinity of the Point Welcome ?

A. Yes, sir, until daylght by pirersft and near daylight I noticed it
was a C-130,




Q. During this illumination could you see the running lights on the
alrcraft that was 1lluminating you 7

A. Idon't remsmber looking, sir.

Q. Who led the boarding party aboard the Point Welcome?
A. My Becond Class Engineman, Deloach.

Q- Was there an officer that went aboard with him ?

A. No, sir.

Q- Did anyone on the Caution assist in removal of the Captain of the
Welcomae's body ?

A. ldon't know for sure, sir. My boarding party was still aboard the
Paint Welcome when I directed the Paint Orient to g0 alongaide and assist
or belp her as necessary and I don't kmow for sure who transported the
Commanding Officer’s body.

Q- Along the line of recognition and identification, Mz, Boyce, what

A, NManaircraft challenged me I would come up with a reply.

Q mm.dcmwm’momkmmmm?

A. Twould expect some flashing Ml, the challenge for that day.
Q- What type of {lashing lights, an Aldis lamp?

A. I would imagine something like that, sir. T don't know what an aircraft
carries for that type of thing. Normally, from my emperience here, an
alrcraft, if in doubt as to the identity of & boat would make some passes
with & searchlight, shining them over the deck, and malte as many pasees
A8 necessary to properly identify the boat.

Q- How would you angwer him ?
A. Is this in regard to a challenge, sir?

Q Han aircraft was making passes over your boat, how would you
answer him, whether or not he used lights or an Aldis lamp ?

A. Before this incident, sir, I would just continus on my way and assume
that if he were satisfied he would leave or if he wanted to contact me he
would do it on some frequency. We guard 46.4 F'M and algo Flest Comm
on 377.8. I he did want to contaet me he could do it that way. Sometimes
in my past experience, an aircraft will come over while we are boarding
and we'll have boarding lights on and I think that makes hm suspicious

in the first place, but I don't like to shine lights in the aircraft because

it will blind them.

Wi
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Whal would your action be if you were tiluminated by an alreraft ?

Before this incident, air, ! would take no action.

o > 0O

8ince Lhis Incident has happened what would your procedures be?

T would turn all my lights on, sir, and fire off two red flares.

o o>

- Why would you fire two red flares?

A. Ibelieve that's what it says in my op order, sir. Ibelleve lt's
worded Lo cease fire or stop shooting or whatever, I'm not really
famlliar with it, sir.

Q. Captaln, what indications do you think or what indications do you 5 l ~
believe would show Lhat you were a friendly craft if you were at darken O e
ship at night and an alrcraft was trylng to identify you? iy S -

A. The ensign ig flying all the time, sir, from the stick and on top of — .
our pilot house, are our internatiomal call signg. X might blend with R
the deck structure, but I do have a Boston whaler with a thirty-five :

horse engine on it which, if he could see, I'm sure he could identity

a8 American-made. 1'Ll say if he could see our silhoustts he could

sse our high digtincilve superstructurs.

Q. Do you have anything further you would like to add to your testimony ?

A. Yes, sir. I was directed by our operational commander to submit
2 summary of events that happered. I would like to bring this to the
attention of the board and if they do want to use this as a chronological
chaln of events,

Recorder: Let me examine the report. Let the record show that the
correspondence is dated 12 August 1886 from the Commanding Officer,
U.8. Coast Guard Craft Point Caution to Commander Task Group 115.1;
subject is Summary of Events, 11 August 1966, and signed by the
Present witness, LTJG Boyce. This will be entered as Bxhihit 8.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning hia testimony and sxcused.

LTJG Stanley E. BORK, UBCG, 7446, was called as a witness, advised
of his rights under Aiticle 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and sxamined ag
fallows:

Q. Where were you and what was your duty capacity at the time of the
incident ? :

A. Iwas on watch. [hadthe midwatch. B was about three forty-five and
my relief had just come up. I mark the time to be ciose on this.

Q. And what did you hear or observe at this time ?
A. A this time on circult three, which is cur main net there, I heard
Article India, I heard seme talking from Article Indin, it wax Brostrom,



Dave Brostrom, the CO; I recognized his voice. He sald “Article, thia
is Article Indla. Iam under fire from Vietnamese aircraft". Article
came up and he said "Roger, out". Ithen picked up the radio and I asked
him if he needed ansistance, He said something in anawsr to my request
that he had taken hits and I told him that I was on the way, put down the
Phone and called the Captain and he got up.

Q- Would you please identify the volce, the psrson's volce you heard on
the radio?

A. The person on the radic was LTJG Brostrom, the Commanding Officer
of the Point Welcome.

Q- Did you observe any illumination at this time ?

A. Yes, sir. Isawillumination up there in the vicinity of Capitol A,
I would say to the North of us. Thers has been illumination up there
constantly for the last month I'd say.

Q- Then it wasn't unusual to eee illumination in that area ?

A. No, gir,

Q. When you first intercepted the Point Welcomse, did you observe any
running lights aboard the ship or abaard the craft?

A. No, sir. Iumdudlnth.ﬁhrwl&mm-'humor on it.

Q- Were you [lluminated while you were in the vicinity of the Point
Welcome ?

A. Yes, sir, we were. Al the time we were appromimately; the firet
1llamination broke when we were an the way up I would say when we
weore five miles to the South of it. We were constantly illuminated while
we were in the area,

Q- At this time could you ses any lights aboard the aircraft that was
illaminating you?

A- 1did not see any of the aircraft. 1 just didn't look for the aircraft,
I was too busy with communicationg and other things.

Q- Did you go aboard the Point Welcome Alter intercepling her?
A. No, ar, I did not,

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.

1]



DELOACH, William (n), 330683, XN2, USCG, waa called as 3
witness, advised of hig rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn,
and examined as follows:

Q. Did you lead the boarding party aboard the Paint Welcome after she
was intercepted?

A. Yes, sr,
Q- Did you see any running lights aboard the Paint Welcome ?
A. No, sir:

Q- After you boarded the Point Welcome did you go In the vicinity of the Sy
Captain's body? )

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you obeerve any signaling device near the Captain's body T
A. No, air.

Q- Did you see any lights aboard the Point Welcome when you went
aboard her?

A. Just the light from the cabin. The door was open.
The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excusged.

CDR Joseph D. NOLAN, USN, §50717/1100, was recalled as a witness,
reminded that he was still under onth, and examined as follows:

Q- The Commander Coast Guard Division TWRLVE has submitted in
evidence before the board excerpts from some of the weekly summaries
which he had submitted to you as Commander Task Group 115,1, They
indicate from the report of 15 through 31 May aad various other reports,

the latest being the weekly summary of 17 through 23 July 1966, indicating
that at various times some of the WPV's during the scope of their operations
have been tired upon by artillery and have had problems in communications
with aircraft in the area and the board would ke for you to comment on
these and what action you have taken upon receipt of them.

A. Irecall most of these comments. With this weakly summary which
I receive from both the Coast Guard sad the Swift Commodores, I make
Up a weekly situation report and forward it to 115. Ican't varity at the
Present time that I included all thess comments and in fact, I'm sure 1
didn't but I do recall submitting some of them to 115, For sxampls, in
this situaticn with the Seventh Fieet units answering challenges and
recognition. On this particular situstion I talked it over with the Naval
Gunfire Liaison office and they discussed it with their units, the LEMR's
and the destroyers that operate in the I Corps area. Owe of the replies I
received was the fact that the LEMR's which normally operate quite close
to the beach are reluctant to anawer challenges because they are afraid
they will reveal their position. On the question of the item on the 38th of




May dealing with MAR OP8, we now have a procedure or a system where
we publish to barrier units the number of craft, times North, and the
times South g0 that the barrier operational commander embarked in the
destroyer escort picket and the two WPV's on the barrier will know that
the {forces at this time are friendly units.

Q- Commander, would you pleass clarify and identify what you speak of
as the barrier?

A. The Market Time units that need the information of MAR OFS are
those stationed on the barrier which ia the patrol ares from the coast
along the 17th Paraliel to a distance 80 kilometsrs to sea. This patrol

is normally manned with two WPV's and a DER. I recelve a message
whenever MAR OPS are conducted in that ares. On the question of
communications between Army recomnaissance aircraft and Market Time
aircraft, most of the Army reconnaissance aircraft which fly along the
coast, specifically the 01's, have Naval Advisory Group obssrvers on
board. They are all aware of the fact that 48. ¢ is the aormal air to
surface communication net. However, since our opersting units at sea
dondmrd“.dcmﬂmoulyhomudﬂuhdthutﬂlam-
Operated radio and not from ship's power. The only time that they in fact
turn it on is when, in accordance with the message procedurss, an alrceraft
busxes the boat. At that time the boat will coime up on 44. 4 and attempt to
establish communications. On the question of iiaison between Market Time
units and Marine and ARVN operations, the information is rather ditcult
at times to promulgate, epecifically for the reason that if we ars not
m«touruclpuchamraﬂq, then we are not aware of it. Now,
as I mentioned befors, I have participated in approximately ten Marine
and ARVN operations which happened along the coast of I Corps. Not all
of the operations along the coast require s seaborne force to provide ex-
filtration. Each day we send an officer representativa to the I Corps ares
briefing at which time he receives information on the operations in the 1
Corps area. I these operations are lkely to involve Market Time units,
then we inform the operating craft. Then it ig a question of whether we
are invited to participate or requested to provide forces. There is one
comment here duiring the week of 10 to 16 July concerning an Air Force
spotter aircraft attempting to establsh commundcations with Point
Caution. A statement 1s made that the spotier aircraft are not aware

that the WPV's carry 44. 4 when the alrcraft are sighted. The aircraft

In this case eventually resorted to drapping a message in the water
asking the boat to come up on 44.8. Ican only refer to the message that
Was sent out by CTF 115 informing all the forces involved that the normal
frequency guarded in the FM range is 48. 4, as I mentioned Ln comnection
with the Army reconnaissance aircraft. There is one entry here that
needs a little clarification concerning the detection of VBB Perch by Point
Lomags during the week 17 to 23 July. The Perch was on a classified
mission in connection with an operstion and had been directed to keep her
movements unknown to all forces. The Perch is a submarine as the
comment specitied. I was aware of the Perch's being in the general area,
but again this was a question of the discretion of the commanding officer
of the ship involved in not wanting to reveal his position by replying to the
challenge. On the question of Point Welcome being fired upon by shore
artillery, I correlated this with the fact that there was an ARVN battery
in the area that possibly could have fired over and could have fired within




an arc of Point Welcome's patrol area. I would like to make one general
comment. 115's primary mission iy counter-infiltration from sean, Now

I would like to state for the record that this conaists of long, tedlous and j","‘-’-"""

quite frequently, monatonous patrol work. Our primary mission is not to
support land forceas nor to participate in land operations. We consider

that exfiltration, that {a the evacuation of a specific ares by the VC, to

be a collateral mission in Market Time and we provide our forces accord-
ingly when requested. However, we must concentrate our operations at

sea and not specificaily to conduct joint or combined operations with iand
forces in the area. It is a difficult fact for our young officeras to recognize
a8 most of the action is on the beach and they are both sager and curious and
would like to particlpate in this action. Accordingly, 1 have had to direct

On a number of occasions that they exercise maximum caution in areas cloge
to the shore.

Q. For clarification, Commander, #0 the WPV's use ship's power for
46. 4 and are able to guard it continucusly 1

A. Idon't know. 1 don't know evea if we can do it.

Q- Commander, do you desire to make any statement regarding the
command relationship between 1185. 1 and the operational and administrative
lines of command? :

A. Yes, sir, ! would like to comment. Prior to the 13tk of May of this
yoar, the cperational comtrol of all the Market Time units was vested

primarily in Commander Task Force 115 in Salgon, who smercised his ¢

sub-operational commanders afiost, primarily in the BEMR's and Mine-
swespers in Market Time areas. E was congidered that, with the increass
in the tempo of operations, the number of forces assigned and a continuous
increase to the masimum to be reached in country, that decentralisation of
operational control was necessary. Accordingly, CTF 116 vested
operational control of the Market Time patrol arsas to a shore-based
commander. This step was taken to improve command comtrol, to
idaprove rapid responss to developing situations, and it has been my
experience during the few months that we have conducted the oparations
like this that it has vastly alded nearly all Market Time efforts and in

my opinion, there is no other way to accomplish such a large seala
mission such as Market Time other than decentralixing and conducting
operations on a local level. I have no ather further comments.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.
The board adjourned at 1045, 18 August 1988,




At Hq, 35th Air Division
DaNang Air Base
Republic of Vietnam
Friday, 19 August 1966

The board met at 1010

All persons connected with the investigation who were prasent when
the board adjourned are again present.

Captain Robert D. LUFBURROW, USA, 000097, was calied as a

withess, advised of his rights under Article 31 » UCMJ, was duly sworn,
and examined as follows:

Q. On the morning of the 11th of Amgust, wars you the pilot of Bpud 137
A. You, sir.

Q- Would you give us your versiom of the incidest from the time that you
first identified, or from the time you first caw what was later ideatified
as the Point Welcome and the subsequent aitack by friondly aircrast ¥

A. Yeosu, sr. First of all let me say that with our ADG-94 and our side-
locking radar we cannot positively and conciusively prove anything. We

m-umummmmumwuuumm-.am;w
nd\ndoplotuwtudlthlltwhynlhndrcuﬂweﬂrddnnl.
thtuthoroisatuutuuntluﬂuu.nmunc“ltllmuﬂh
same target. However, there is nething that can be proven one way or

the cther by the target we report. At agprowimately 0980 on the morning
MllMt,Itmﬂa-ﬁuW!MMdﬂammm-m
of & river just South of the big cape that juts out. The target I found on

my imagery plotted out right in the mouth of the river.

Recorder: Let the record show the witneas is pointing to the Cua Tung
River.

A. moimalouhdmhrm-uheuuhmm-oﬁuﬂu
nrmk,lcmhuﬂpcdﬂvohﬂlwumnnmw. Bowever,
it did appear on my fixed target imagery and it shouldn't have been thers.
Mﬂﬁlﬂmcmdlimm&ommlmrowtotunwar
cantrol of the Tally Horu:m.olnutoln for survelilance and

I gave him this target as a I said there is something there that
shouldn't be there, you might check it out. I comtacted the Air Foree flare
lupmturudwornyecltrolto.uundlduodhluthtl'u
evacuating the ares. By the time I did this I had run all the way up to the
nMMmodhmlt-dthchﬂy!onuln&oﬁcidtydl)m‘!ldmdl
had turned around and started my rusi back out. By the time I made my run
back out and rounded the cape, Spud 14.....

Recorder: Let the record show that he is pointing to Cap Lay.
A. By the time I rounded Cap Lay orn my way back to South Vietnam, Spud

14 had definitely pinpointed a target in the Cus Tung River and had called
the flare ship. The flare ship had come in to light the area. As I came



around Cap Lay I noticed the fiare ship dropping flares in the vicinity of
the area. I passed over the flares and came on back into the country and
completed my mission and returned to home station,

Q- Captain Lufburrow, {s it possible, from your knowledge of the radar,
that the Spud 14 could have picked up a differeat but simdlar target in the
area of the Cua Tung River than the ome you originally apotted?

A. Yes, sir, highly possible. Highly possible, but very improbable.
Q. Why do you say very improbable ?

A. Because number one, if I picked up the target and he came by

imme dlately thereafter and picked up a target in the same area, and if

it wasn't my target, what happened to my target and what happened to

his target when I tracked it. Ome target dossa't just disappear and
another appear, although it's possible. Specifically, I'll give an example.
Lets say there were two boats in the mowth of that river and one boat was
beached and another boat was in the water. I could pick up the bost Alfa
that was in the water and betwesn the time that I picked Mm up and the
time the next aircraft came along, he could beach and another boat could

be in t}lze water. Again, possible, but highly Lmprobably; technically
possible.

Q. Captain Lufburrow, what was the time between the time that you
pasaed the target to him and he identified 1t ?

A. Bir, to the best of my knowledge, it would be arcund tweaty to forty
minutes. I don't have my debrief report with me; I can't say.

Q- How far South does your patrol area go?

A. My pairol area goes from the BME, North to the mouth of the river
that empties into the ocean at Dong Hol.

Q- Did you have any other targets South of the Cua Tung river, but North
of the DMZ?

A. There were targets on my imagery but I did not call them in because
they are not in my area of interest.

Q- Wpeaking, Captain, of the area between the Cua Tung River, which is
the line of Demarcation, and three miles South, which is the southern edge
of the DMZ.

A. Did I have any targets North of this line?

Q. That's correct; between thers and the Cus Tung River.

A. No, sir, not that I called in., There were some later plotted on the
imagery but I did not call them in.

Q. I'm interested specifically in if thers were targets there?



A. There was boat traffic m!ng [ﬂunlly in the vicinity of the mouth

of the Cua Viet River in the ocean when I went out on my run; howevsr, I
did not call it in and I did not even plot it because again, it was out of my
area of interest. Another reason that made me completely digcount it was
because as I passed this general area, an area off the ninety degree radial
of Dong Ha, Inoticed a ship sitting at anchor hers, well lighted. Obviously,
I should have plotted that ghip. ¥ should appsar on my imagery. I just

saw it out of the corner of my eye and when I looked around my imagery

and saw that target 1 digcounted it particularly and I had pesn a ship thers.

Q. What time were you over that area, Captain Lutburrow?

A. Ideparted Hue Phu Bal at 2400; I was over that area approximately
ml‘.

Q- In earlier testimony you said there was a boat in the mouth of the

Cua Tung River and there shouldn't have been. Why did this impress you
&0 much?

A. In reference to that statement, I didn't say there was a boat. I think
1 said there was a target in that area. I have two sides to my imagery.
Ihvcamwuduwuchtsmltmhnuummnﬁr
and maps it out on film and on the other side of the other channel,
electronic cancellation ration turns it back and nothing stands out but a
moving target. R will stand out as a blip similar to & GCT radar. When
I pagsed this, even though the map did not sy there was anything in there
to show that there was an island or a point of land or a sasd bar or

¢lse in there, I saw something in that location on my fixed target side.
Howaver, I did not see it on my moving target slde. Now this would
Indicate one of two things. One, there was a target, obviously s boat if
it was in the water, sitting in the middle of that inlet, or there was an
unmapped piece of land there which would algo map and come up identically
the same way on the imagery. This is why I was suspicious; however, 1
could prove nothing. & was not moving.

Q. Captain, what rate of movement is hecessary for an object tc show on
the moving target indicator ?

A. Around three to five miles an howr.
Q. Captain, would you expect to find any Iriendly boais in that area ?

A. Not really, although it wouldn't surprise me considering that we have
found boats up there befors.

Q. Why would you not expect to find any friendly boats?

A. Because it's not very friendly territory. We have had no intelligence
information and no information coming to us that friendly naval traific was
working in that area, either overtly or covertly. We knew nothing about it.

Q- Have you had any briefing on Market Time forces apersting in that
area or operating in the area of the 17th Parallel %



A. No, sir, we get no inform!ou on !lody 's operation other than our /

own., There is no exchange of information,
The witness was duly cautioned concerning hig testimony and excused.
Ist Lt Jimmy N. BRABHER, USA, 0548516, was called as a witness,
advised of his rights under Axticle 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn, and
sxamined as follows:
Q- On the morning of the 11th of August, were you the pilot of Spud 147
A. Yes, sir.
Q- What time did you relleve Bpud 13 on station?
A. Between 0230 and 0300, sir. Icouldn't give 'you a definite timme.

Q. When you relieved him, what information did he pass to you regarding
& target in the area of the Cua Tung River?

A. Idon't really recall, sir,
Did you paint & target in the area of the Cua Tung River?
Yes, sir, we painted muitiple targets there.

How far offshore?

I A G

I would say not more than ons mile.
Q. Would you indicate where they were on the map here?

A. Yes, sir, right in thig area from this little point hare, down to the
mouth of the river,

Recorder: Let the record show the witness has indicated a paint approml -

mately one half mile North of the Cua Tung River to the Southern shore of

the mouth of the Cua Tung River.

Q- Did you pass this target to the Blind Bat aircraft?

A. Yes, sir, 1 did. »
Q- What information did you give regarding the target ? L b Pd

A. H my memory serves my correctly, sir, we reported three to five A :./
targets in the mouth of the river.

Q. Were you patroling North or South at the time?
A. Icouldn't really say, sir. We made multiple runs om the target.
Q- What were the extremities of your patrol area?



A. The southern sxtremity was I would say along in this area here and
the northern extremity was about ten miles Bouth of Dong Hot.

Q- Let me define the southern extremity a little more clearly. How far
Bouth was your area in which you were to patrol?

A. We patrol up and down the comst. It depends upon -~ our call-in
targets are from the southern edge of the DME North. Bometimes we
get further down because of the delay in turning.

Q. Then the southern edge of your assigned area is the southern edge of
the demilitarized sons

A, Yes, sir.

Q- Ware there any targets that you recall between the Cua Tung River
and the southern edge of the DMS, within three miles of shore ?

A. When we reported the first targets, no, air.
Q- Atwhatti-oﬂdyouroporttholrdtuﬂtﬂ

A. Again, sir, I'm guessing. 1 den't have my notes. I would may
agproximaiely 0330.

Q mumuuuumruwmamm
A. He rogered the target and then he procesdsd immediately to the area.
Q. And then what ?

A. Hontupthounthumm-dolyh&o mouth of the river
thers and from there om, all of it is hearsay, sir, over the radio.

Q. Can you speak with any degree of certainty that he lit up the same
target that you saw on your radar?

A. Not the same target, sir, but he actually lit the same ares.
Q- What was this area?
A. The area was the mouth of this river right hers.

Recorder: Let the record show that the witness is pointing to the mouth
of the Cua Tung River. .

Q- Were these targets stationary sccording to your radar or were there
indications on your moving target indicating gear ?

A. When we firet picked them up, sir, we wmr- & vague indication
on our MTI side and I would say three returns. the FT side we picked

Up approximately fiva,




Q. After the area was iuum«: tell if the boats picked up

apeed or which direction they turned?

A. We cannot determine the movement and direction, sir, sxcept by
multiple runs. QOne target did speed up because the return gat stronger.

Q- You stated you had made mult!pic runs. Could you tell which direction
the boat moved after it left the mouth of the river?

A. Weiracked his course, sir, but to tell you which way it turned, sir,
no, He went, if I recali correctly, to the Bast Scutheast and then Bouth.
Again, I could show you mors if I had the imagery.

QA the time the flares were drapped could you teil if thers were any
other targets South of the Cua Tung Rver, from your radar?

A, What digtance, sir?
Q- Within three miles.
A. H my memory serves me correstly, sir, no.

a'ow far seaward 80 the Hmits of your patrol ares 89, including the
%

A. Three miles, eir,

Q- Lieutenant, did you stay in the area after the flares were dropped and
did you make any visual sightings ysurself?

A. You, gr, I did stay in the area and no, sir, we stayed six miles off
the dtoremdlddnatnnkouyﬂnﬂﬁﬁul.

Q- Lieutenant, knowing you wers to appear bafors the board, why didn't
you bring your notes with you ?

8ir, uumtunhdwnreununnrtothomur Force board.

Lieutenant, have you been briefod on Market Time operations ?
No, sir.

?

Or any other surface operations that are golng om im that area?
No, ar,

Lieutenant, have you been brieded to smpect any friendly suriace
Operations in that area at ail?

A. No, sir. We have at differeat times had no-boat iswestigations at
certain mhﬂnnbctmntlﬂutl-ondtﬂaﬁmﬁ-nuo aat to
report or investigate a host hecause there are friondiies in the area.

e r e
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Q- Do you know what these type operations are for or have you been
briefed on these type operations, other than the fact that you don't report
boats between a certain time and & certain time and at a certain point?

A. No, sir. Idon't believe I have a need to know that information.
The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.

Captain John 8. LYNCH, USAF, FR54266, was called as a witness,
advised of his rights under Article $1, UCMJ » Was duly sworn, and
examined as follows:

Q- Captain, would you give your version of the incident in question from
the time you were called in by the Blind Bat; I agsume you were called in
by the Blind Bat?

A. Yes, sir. We had returned from a skyspot misaion, sr, and checked
in with Blind Bat 02 as I recall was the call sign. The time of our
rendezvous with him we were orbitiag in about this ares hers.

Recorder: Let the record show the witness was orbiting in the area of
Cap Lay. .

A. The first indication we had of any targets available was when we
mrhardwucmttﬂhohdlmminmmmdh Cua Tung
River. He said that there wers targets coming out of the eatrance of the
river mouth hers. He chosked it asd Blind Bat weont in and reported he was
lnthouumdnmtlumndumommmmthw
fast, subsequently descending as the mission went on for the tactieal
necessities. Blind Bat Mt the area, sir, and he reported that he had a
large vessel, a motorizsed vessel, dagarting the river estrance. Spud 14
confirmed this. We dropped down ia & trail formation om the Blind Bat
aid went over to see him. AMhough he reported that he had him under one
particular fiare, we didn't see Mim. I might add that fpud alpo reported
that there were a numbar of sam pang in the vicinity. We identifled what
vowmwornmmhorouhmmmmmwo. We
reported that to Blind Bat and he rogered it and said he was after the
bigger one 80 we would continue (0 sirele for & while. We circled in
close promimity to Blind Bat, trying to pick up the target. Subsequently,

pick up this target through the lght reflection. We got flesting glimpses

of him and the time was, sir, about three thirty in the meening. And finally,

I would estimate the third or posalbly fourth pass in orbit, we were on
th-lnuthddohonudcﬂk‘ﬁdnmunnu-ylﬂhllnprudm e
olld-mthoclude“umd&otﬂuuhﬂ,uuthﬂ(htom X

or words to this effect and I said affirm and he said rager, hit him. At
this time we were North of the BMSE and I woent in on the first strafing
Pass and I believe my navigator gave the time as three ferty in the \
morning. This is basically correct. A total of three SUR Passes wers
made, sir. The firat pass was the heaviest I think and of the longest
duration and was a pass made from the stern of the ship to the bow. The

L )
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general run ln was basically a southerly heading; we pulled off to the East

and made a 270 degree turn and on the turn I could see that he had atopped

in the water and was on fire in the stern section. I held out just a minute

to see what effect the damage would have and as s0on as the fire was put

out we went in again. The second attack was made toward what I would
estimate to be the bridge section of the vessel and Laving a different look

at him as I came off from the firat pass. Subsequent to the last pass I

don't recall the exact heading. K was of a short duration and we went
Winchester, or expended our ammunition at that time, air. Now, sir,

at no point or at no time generally during any of the circling by the flare

ship when he had the area lit up and we started out in our area pro;uulvoly\
spreading wider searching for ihe target, or at any time during our sttacks
was there any indlcation from this vessel that he was friendly. I would dare \
say wa circled him for fifteen minutes; no return flares, no radio calls |
whatsoever, no ship lights, and the two flesting glances we did get of him !
he was zig zagging out from under the flares. At no times during the

attacks that I made did he identify himself as being frieadly. -

Q- You said that you circled him about six times and caught just flesting
glances of him?

A. We caught a flesting glance of him just at one point, six, and it was
Just about here and if I had a one to fifty thousandths map, I think I could
give you the spproximate coordinates. As you probably know, Tth Alr
Force convened u board on this, sir, and I gave them a siatement and
alwo the coordinates that we had at the time and any coordinates that I
give you now I'll ask that you do refersnce the Tth Air Force hearing
because they were Lhe ones that we immediately marked down on the maps
as we came back in. T don't have those coordinates here with me. Ican
only estimate,

Q. How far off the beach was the target when you first saw {t?
A. I'd estimate approximately a half & mile, sir.
Q- And this is the target that impressed you as being a chinese junk ?

A. Yas, sir. And also as I recall, sir, Spud 14 witnessed the attack and
said roger this is the boat he had picked up on the side-looking radar.

Q. Do you know how he was able to do this; to verify that this was tha
same boat?

A. Only in casual conversation with the pilot, sir. I don't understand the
eyuipment they carry but apparently he had a scope and I believe he took
pictures of it at the time.

Q- In your opinion, is there a possibility that the target attacked was not
the original target that was spotted coming out of the river?

A. No, gir. There is no doubt in my mind that the one he saw coming out

is the rne we altacked.
*




Q. Let me clarify what you mea! ! coming out, That Is the reason

why I asked you the question about when you first saw him. Can ycu
verity when he waw actually coming out of the river?

A. Yes, sir. As you recall, sir, I mentioned that Blind Bat said that
he had him under a particular flare, and that I said I couldn't see him

but I could see a waks, As I remember, sir, I'm not absolutely certaln
of this but the @pud reported that he turned North and he gave subsequent
vorrections as to his track but at the time I was Just monitoring Spud and
not really recording it,

Q- You did see a wake coming out of the river?
A. Yes, sir,

Q- And where did you see this wake? Wasg it within the extremities of
the northern and southern mouth of the river ?

A. Yes, sir. There was a Pronounced wake just here at the river entrance.
Q. How long was this wake?
A. Bir, Icouldn't estimate it really,

Q- Would it indicate the hoat was doing ten, fifteen, twenty knots or
slower ?

A. E would be an uneducated guess, sir, but I would estimate ten plug.

Q. Captaln, would you expand a little more on your first look at the boat
in question? What was your description and why it impressed yOu as you
stated?

A. Well, sir, when we were searching for him the Blind Bat was, as I
maentioned marlier, wa were circling st a hundred and sighty degrees irom
each other, for instance, a circling pattern. I called that [ had him and as
I mentioned previcualy, I called that I had Mm and my firet impressions
were of the classic Chinese Junk; Migh stern with the large square mail

but we didn’t lose him at any time in the turn and I'm wot abgolutely certain
here, sir, but I believe that Spud made a radio call on him at about the
same time that, yes, that was the position and we tracked hm at that

time in a turn that came cut of the mowth of the river here and swung
North. We swung North of the mouth of the river and thea turned Bouth

to run in on my attack and I bad him or kept him under observation the
whole turn, sir.

Q- How far offshore were you on your first attack ?

A. Iestimate a half a mile, sir.

Q- And where was the target in relation to the mouth of the river during
your first attack?

A. It was approximately in this ares.

.



]
Q. How far South of the mouth of the river and how far offshore is what
I'm getting at,

A. [would estimate he was Rast of the river at about a half a mile, sir,
ard he may have been about & half a mile South of the river and half a mile
offshore,

Q- When you made vour first Pass was your impression of the ship the
same as your first impression 7

A. No, sir, The flares that were hanging and of course the shifting light
and shadows under the flares, na, it changed and I didm't recognize the
silhouette but all I could see really at this point was an image in the water,
sir. Ihad him idertifled as the target.

Q. Captain, did you make any ldentification passes yourself over the ship
that you were attacking?

A. No, sir, I did not.

e e

Q. How would you expect the ship to identity ftself as a friendly ?

A. BLr, in our briefings that we had received on the boate working at night
was if you picked up one without a flareship, maks a pass over the suppected
boat with position lights on bright flash. They would respond and daytime
signai would be a red panel or a day glow bright orangs pans! on the back.
At night they illuminated green panels that they would pwt out and if all

else, a flare would be fired, sir.

Q- After you started your attack and during the subsequent passes, what
was your evaluation of the type of target; a PT type boat, a patrol craft,
or a junk ?

A. He appeared to be a PT type boat, sir. I'm familiar with the Nasties’
silhouettes and some of the Soviet type boats and those that we believe
belong to the North Vistnamese. However, I couldn't make a positive
ldentification, but I knew that he was not a Swilt or a Nasiie. He was

too big for a Switt,

Q- Captain, would you clarify your first impression of the target, when

you first sighted the target physically: the typs of craft or your impression
of the type of craft upon whicl YOou made your first attack and the differences
in the type of craft and did you inform Blind Bat of any differences?

A. Well, gir, as 1 mentioned, my first impression was the classic
Chinese junk. However, as you know, sir, in working under flares, the
shifting shadows do create Uusions; however, as I called that I had him
and Blind Bat made a call and said do yYou seea him under such and such

a flare and I replied ngain that I have him and he said hit Mm and the
whole time we had him in sight. Now as I turned to make my run on the
boat, heading as he wag, approximeately South, again the shifting Ught, 1
did not see the high tail or the square sail but It was the same target that
I had initially seen.
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Q. Captain, in the shifting light and in your turn when getting lined up
On the target for your pass, is there a chance that you could have lost
the first target and picked up a second target on which you did make the
actual run?

A. No, sir. Ikept him in sight the whole time purely to avoid losing
him, sir. As I mentioned earlier, we caught flesting glimpses of him
and this time I wanted to keep him in aight.

Q. Captain, have you ever been briefed on Market Time opsrations?

A. Yes, sir, ] have. When the Market Time operations initially began,
8ir, I at the time was working in the tactical air control center in Maigon.

I got in on the preliminary briefing that was given and then what I read in
the newspapers, sir.

Q. Have you ever been briefed on Market Time recogmition and identifl -
cation procedures ? :

A. No, sir.

Q- Captaln, when was the last time you tock a rules of engagements
sxam? -

A. &1, when we came in country on this most recent tour.

Q- Can you give me approximately when that was ?

A. Yes, sir, it was June 15th or 16th.

Q- Where would the records of this exam be kapt ?

A. Well, sir, I beg your pardon. We weres 't sxamined in the sense of a
written test. We were given a very thorough briefing and periodically
when we have strikes in the area where we will be working very closely
with the rules of engagement, thess are covered in the briefing by the
briefing officer of the command pont.

Q. W;re you brisfed on any boats for that evening that you made the
strike

A. No, sir, none whatsoever and this WS & question that we specifically
asked prior to takeoif; wers there anry friendly boats in the area and we
recaived a negative. I had been flying in that ares for the last ten days
approximately, sir, and at no time as I recall were there any boats
reported in the area.

Q. Which area are you speaking of when you apeak of boats in that area ?
A. Working from the DMZ North, sir.

Q. Are you speaking of the DMZ or the lne of demarcation?

A. Well, I refer to il ag the DM3, sir. The boundry between North and
Bouth Vietnam.




Q. Isee, then you are gpeaking of the demarcation line. Are you aware
that the DMZ goen three miles further to the South?

A, Yel, sir.

Q. But you're not speaking of the southern half of the DME, the three
miles between the line of demarcation and the southern boundry which is
three miles?

A. Imay be talking terminology, sir, but the way it's briefed to us is
from the DME North and this refars to the borderline which followa the
river and goes further out West, and I might add, Major Bradley, by

way of reemphasis, that on the missions that we have been running North,
this is one thing we have congistently asked is if thers are any friendly
boats out there. They say no or yes and when there is a yos given we
were told not to strike any craft at ses or within the coastline here of
North Vietnam. '

Q- In saying your ares, Captsin, reached from the line of demarcation,
are you awars that the boat which was attacked was South of the river?

A. Not exactly, sir. When I first picked him up we briefly identified him
1 would say in this basic area. If there's any disagreement on pagitions
here, the positions 1 gave the 7th Air Force are the ones that will stand
because I do not have the notes of the smact positions; however, our ops
four report -- I don't have the exact coordinates that I gave Tth Alr Force
right after the mission and cur operations report and the briefing that waa
held there. The best I can do is give you an approximate position.
Howsver, the positions that we plotted at the time which we gave Tth, I
would have to ask that you please verify thoge if there was any doubt.

Q- The question was were you aware that the boat was Scuth of your area?
A. Sir, we wore under what we congider FAC control.

Q- Could you ascertain whether or not Blind Bat had lights on when you
were flying in looge trail with him?

A. He had lights on, sir, but I believe they were on the top wing and 1 ,/
don’t recall iI he had position lights on or not. ;

Q- Did you have your navigation lights on? i
A, No, air,

Q- What is your understanding of the seaward limits of the DMZ?

A. Well, sir, what we refer to as the coastal waters coming up in any,
as I recall, sir, one mile offghors.

Q- One mile ofighore?
A. Yes, sir.




Q. Did you hear the Coyote aircraft tell the Blind Bat do you know how
far 8outh we are? '

A. Yes, sir,
Q. You did hear it?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Captain, in your mission do you have authority to strike a boat or 5
surface craft with FAC control?

A. Are you referring to night or day migsions, sir, North or South?
Q. I'm referring to night missions.

A. We are aliowed to strike targets in the coastal waters here in North
Vietnam, sir, anddthoud\wwortﬂthfhruﬂu.mmmu&uu
our cperation, we stress the FAC control, Two nights previous to that,
ar, orporhnuthcnl#botonltundnlroudwltothoNorth.
that is, thomudhadtmdthomlulluhtewldndce-onpudlﬁ
the area for some reason. But we gave their posttions and he said if you
csnlndthc,hltthommdwfmdthnmjudhyptﬂnlw,tuﬂnm
rdhetlonmthoutor,ndabuttﬂotlnoaﬂ.htot!—i'scho&odm
undthcyh.dﬂarulovcwonnbhtoutnl‘ACﬂﬂ&onvdﬂxlllnd
Bat's approval, ‘

Q- Captain, can you identily the dosument or oparaiions plan that containg
this authority ?

A. The rules of engagement for the in-country are MACV #5-2 and, sir,
I don't recall the deaignation for the out-of -coumtry; however, these are
prominently displayed in the command post of the 35th Tactical Wing.

Q- You spoke of rules of engagement for in-country. These are considered
all out-of-country operations, are they not 7

A. Yea, ar.
Q- Do you wish to add something to your last statement ?

A. The only thing I was going to say, sir, is previcus anperience. !
spent & Year as a forward alr contrelier here 20 1 am very familiar with \
the rules of engagement snd need far positive identification of targets and
the criteria that goes into a strike. Because of this bachground [ am L
peraonally; I have not gone in on wirthes in the B-57's until I was abgo- !
lutely sure in my own mind and working with the FAC and this includes ‘
out-of-country, until he was able to satisly me 08 any reasosable doubt

or any point of clarification I had. When I struck this target, sir, there

Was no doubt in my mind.

Q- @ince this incident has thers been any change in the rules giving
authority to hit surface contacts ¥



A. Sir, this strike took place, I believe it was Thursday morning and I
have not tlown in-country since then and my tour was up and we departed
on Sunday. That was my last mission. If there has been any changes I
am not gware of them.

Q. Captain, for clarificaticn, the target you had described as being within
the banks of the river, that you saw the wake of, can you describe this as
the same larget that came out of the tiver and the same target which you
subsequently attacked?

A. You may recall, sir, that the polnt emphastzed was that I did not

see him depart the aren. I only saw a wake. Blind Bat said you have
him under my guch and such a flaze, I said negative. The first contact
that I bad with him was on the puint where [ mentioned that I saw him

and we went in; however, I do believe the Spud was tracking him the whole
time and I'm not exactly sure how the radio conversation went, but he was
tracking him and we followed it and we said we have him and fipud had ,
some time just before this, lad given hig pogition.

Q@ Captain, would you again describe the position of the target and the
direction he was heading when you firet personally spotted him ?

A. He wus upproximately a hall mile Socutheast of the river snd hesding
Ppproximately South when I first saw hm. From the time I first picked
Mm up I never logt sight of him,

Q. Captain, do you have wnything further that you would ke to make a
statement on ? :

A. Yes, sir, trom the time that t {iret picked up the boat we struck, he
attempted to avade tha {lares,

Q. Captaln, can you state how many {lare passes that Bitnd Bat 03 made
over the craft prior to your first run?

A. A minimum of foyr pagses, wir., Flares wers dropping on each pass.

Q. Can you siate whether or not the target was under comtinual 1llumin-
atlon during the time that Blind Bat was illuminating him ?

A. Yes, gir, he wag. The only time the flares ware not up was when the
Coy:te tlight was committed on the CBU run and sald that he had him and
ddn't need the flares ag I remembar, glr.

Q. But during the time you were searching for Mim, there was cortinual
{lumination in the avea?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then why did It take four passas for you to see a bost in the area that
was {lluminated ?

A. [ just didn't pick him "o, sir. I finatly got him by dascending below
™ normal altitade, | wae down ag 1 recall about two thousand feet trying
to get the reflection (1om the flares, and I belleve there was a three
quarter moon, glr, trying to plek him up.
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Q. Then identifleallon of the boat was that difficult that it took that many
flare drope?

A. Acquisition, siv,
Q. Was the boat leaving a wake when you flrst picked him up?
A. No, sir, he was dead in the water.

Q. Whera you made your first pass which was [rom stern to bow, could
veu see If there was & wake at that time ?

A. Yes, sir, there was a wake.

Q. Captaln, do you have anciher statemesnt that you desire to make on
thia?

A..Yes, sir, by summaiion we flared the avea I'd say Blind Bat flared

the area for over filteen minutes. During this time at no point whatsosver
was any indlcation made by the vessel which we subssquently siruck, did

he give any indicatton that he was friendly. If he had turned on lights, tired
a fiare, and if I'm not mistaken, he had UNP capability. ¥ he had come up
on guard chaanel or If he hud done anything other than evade the flares we
would not have struck.

Q- Do you have any recommendations on how Lhis sort of incident can be
Prevented in the futura?

A. Yes, sir, 1think an air lsigon officer with the Market Time putrol
would bs bensitcial. 1ihink a naval lialson officer in the TACC is an
Absolute must. Iknnw you have a naval liaison cificer with the Tth Alr
Force but he should be in with the TACC ae¢ is Army ground lisison officer.
And finally, sir, it's a simple matter it would seem to me in the joint
operation that we have here, when there are Iriendlies in the area, let

the air know.

The witness was duly cautioned concerning his testimony and excused.
The board adjourned at 1230, 19 August 1966



Al Hq, Tth Air Force
Tan Bon Nhut Alr Base
Republic of Vietnam
Monday, 22 August 1968

The board met at 1500

All persong connected with the investigation who were present when
the board adjourned are again present.

Colonel 1. B. Jack DONALSON, USAF, FR32041, was calledas a
witness, advised of his rights under Article 31, UCMJ, was duly sworn,
and examined aa follows:

Q. Colonel, would you give your specific duties in the Tactical Air Control
Center 7

A. I'mthe Commandry - 7 U)o Task Force Tiger Hound/Tally Ho and in
that duty assignment I'm rcsponslble for the conduct of the responsibilities
of that Task Force which are enumerated in our 7th Air Force Opsrational
Order 453-47.

Q. Colonel, will you give us the mission of the Blind Bat aircraft in
question; whoever was flying that mission the night of the i10th and the
morning of the tith of August?

A. Well, the mission of the aircraft is the command comter for all
operations in the area of Tally Ho. They have the FRAG orders; they
know what airplanes are scheduled in, they have vadio communications
with theae aircrall and they direct them on to targets according to the
FRAG order and they uncover enemy targets or targets which appear or
have been reporied to them and appear to be enemy targets and they
direct strike aircraft on these targets. It's a miasion control aircraft.
Those people are there to control the aircraft in the Tally Ho area. It's
an wirborne battlefleld command and control center aircraft. They use
them throughout the air war In Vietnam in other areas as well as the
Tally Ho. It's not the only one of its kind in the theater, there are several
of them, That's just the call sign for the aircraft that we use in the Tally
Ho.,

Q. Aboard Blind Bat 02 on the mission in the early morning hours

aroum; 0300 on the iith, was there an airborne battle commander on
bonrd

A. Well, I'm certain there was. There always is. Idon't personally
or I'm not personally responsible for seeing that there is one on. We
FRAG the unit, the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing. They're the minsion
commander of the C-130 aircraft. It's his responsibility to see that
there are qualified crews manning the aircralt. We just task the unit
there to provide this facility. ‘The unit commander there ig responaible
for providing the sirceraf and the people or crew on the aircraft. For
example, we task niher units, the 35th Tactical Fighter Wing at DaNang



and other units, Army units and Alr Force units to provide certain
facilities to be used in the Tally Ho operation. That's Just one of geveral
units that we tagk. Thoge individual unit commanders are respongible

to see that qualified people conducl these tasks that we direct them to do,
It's not my individual responsibility to see if the people are qualified. We
only task the unit to provide qualified people to perform the mission. For
example, Ican’t Lell you if the crew flying a certaln airplane are qualified
and current tn the alrplane and know all the rules of engagement and
various olher things it takes to conduct itg mission. I'm tasking the
commander of that unit to provide a qualified crewmember and a combat
ready aircraft and it's not my reaponsibility to see if these paople are
combat ready and the alrplane is combat ready. It's the unit commandex's
responsibility.

Q- My specilic question, sir, was there an officer aboard the aircraft who
wag designated aitborne baitlefield commander ?

A. Thave not investigated this incident. I can't angwer for certain. ‘The
unit commander always does, at least we assume there was in this cage,
and he was tasked or direcied to provide one. Whether there was one
aboard or not, [ don't personally know the man or even If there was one
aboard but I'm sure there wag.

Q. Is there normally a battlefleld commander designated in addition to
the normal complement of the crew, sir?

A. There ia normally a battle commander aboard the aircrait. Now he
could very well be the pilct or he could be piloting the alreraft at certain
times or he could be in the co-pilct's seat or he might be In any
particular position in the alrcraft,

Q. What is the Tth Air Force guidance relative to qualifications of an
ABCCC? In other words, what additional qualifications does he need in
order to perform this functlon ag an ABCCC, in addition to possibly a
rated pilot or an aircraft commander or what specific rank? Has 7ih
Air Force given the units guidance in designating personnel as ABCCC's?

A. Well, we have definitely given them guidance on who should be ABCCC
misaion crews and commanders. This guidance is probably contained in
many different documents. My Operations Officer, Major Brown, has been
with this program since the Inception of it in December. He Ig in a better
position to give you all of these speciflc documents than I am. I have just
been in this program only one week when Lhe thing started and there's just
an awful lot about Lhat T don't know even vet,

Q. Colonel, for that particuiar FRAG order that FRAGGED that migesion,
who approved that FRAG Order, sir?

A. 1 would have to cherk the yecord (o be ceo rtain of my answer. However,
I'm almost ceriain that it was Iy Operationg Officer, who normally does,
I discuss these miccinne in a nlanning meeiing. We discuss the missions
we're going 1u conduet al which, in most cases, [ always attend if I'm here
and available, He, as the Operations Officer, prepares the FRAG orders
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tasking our units to conducl these misgions and they physically write the
orders, have it typed up and dispatched to the units. If I'm here and
available, I review it and sign the FRAG order. If not, he signs it and
it's dispatched to the units. As far as exaclly who signed it before it went
out, you'd have to check the FRAG order itself which is available. How-
ever, as [ sald, ! doif I'm here. When I'm available I sign it and I also
altend all lhe planving vonferences where we plan the missions. For
specifically who signed that pariicular FRAG order, you'd have {0 check
the FRAG o:der itselfl and see.

Q. What are the rules of engagement in the DMZ as you know them ?
A. Now?
Q Yes, gir.

A- Inthe DMZ right now we only attack military targets which are under
FAC control, that's ferward air control targets. Or we attack targets that
are preplanued. In ciher words, if we have intelligence informstion to
indicate 21 enemy Lavgst in a specific location, we FRAG them to go in and
hit that specific taiget even though it isn't under forward air control. ¥ we
have sufficient intelligence information to ingicate that it is a right and
proper enemy target, we FRAG the units, gite them s location aad tell
them to go in and hit that particular target.

Q. Colonel, what is Lhe seaward limit of the DMZ?
A. The seaward Umit?
Q. Yes, sir.

A. I'm not certain. Ican'ttell you for cextaln. [{ust don't know. I
believe it's approximately three miles, I'm not sure.

Q. Colonel, are aircraft authorlzed to strike surface contacts in territorial
waters of either Nosth or South Vietnam ?

A. I they indicate Lthey are enemy or are identified as enemy craft. They
have been, as I understand for some time attacking these water craft.
Every day at the briefing for example, the Navy reports having destroyed
a number of waler craft in North Vietnam waters.

Q. And in Bouth Vietram waters, sir?

A. Well, I don't know phout South Vietnam waters. My area of operations
isn't in South Vietnam. I do happen to know for example, they captured an
enemy boat down hera in 1V Corps, down on the beach at 1V Corps, with a

large cache of enemy weapons. Our units attacked that boat.

Q. Colonel, T might correct one slatement that the Colonel made that

you have no area in Bouth Vietnam. The area from the southern border
of the DMZ to Lhe lue of demarcation is In South Vietnam,
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A, Yeou, lhﬂhhma Mix miles wide and in

ssssnce, throe milen of that (s in Pouth Visinam. We wore told we had
permission and were divected to sendest strikes in the ME. I think &t's
reasonable to asoume that this DRI ie an area conirolied by an inter-
national control commission and | guppese is not under cemirol by anyone
encept the internstional control commiasion, whether & be in the Bouth
or North Vielsam. L.

Q- MmhoetMinumeemQu“u

. Operations
ud-.ﬂy_rumm specific information about thet peint. Persenally,
from per knowiedpe, I couldn’t any. I just really demt know.

Q@ Would you knew then, Colonel, ¥ sircraft were to delost targets
moving South la the tarritorial welees of the BME would sitompt to pass

the iaformation to any control agemnies so that Market Tiene forces could
board and search that craft? .

i
i
¥
|
§
i
:
¥
i
|
'

A 1 didn't quite Jollow the beglmi& of your statement. Were you asking
me a question?




Q- Yes, sir. U the ARCCC type alveraft or the SLAR aircraft detect a
target moving Bouth in the Ler)itosinl weterg nf the DME, is there say
provision for them to call b oonte ob wganey a0 thet Market Time bosts
may check cob thly coadt ¥

A. Aguin, Ican't snnwer (/0 certain, 1 read a document today where
there is a provaduce, | don't know how long it's been in ablect, where they
sre supposed to contact the constal conter who spparently coordinstes all
the movenenis of the water craft within specific aress. Again, | assame
that these are proceduras thet lave boen established some time age and
lhere Ls an establighed procedure foi K, Agatn, maybe Majer Brows can
answer thal for yom, - '

Q. Celonel, mzmmmwmmmunmt

A. Tally Ho oparaticng peracunel, We PRAG svery day wnits that participats
in our operation. For axuwipls, telie img of our Tactical Nightor Wings who
provides aircraft. They wepwort athwe apseations tther than Tolly e, ut
they ‘re committed to Tully Hi cm“ m sortain amennt ﬂ& “‘ anoh
» 90 mMany settion. We FRAG - S0 many '

::hlntnulnuc. @hor unite FUAS thom to provide seriain sirerelt
for sther areas. For et pertiouine slrerast, FRAG e wnit te

provide one nirberse command oouligel alrerall

s

Q- Colonel, couid you doer: ibe Wi i on that you have with

.’:

by

A, MAVFORV, We have u Navy efiiser in our aperations, Commander
Larsen. He @oes most of owr saval sonpdionting for us and hat's ene of
his dutiea for being nssigned to ve; ot o
Q. 0o you kmow, Colesel, ¥ be oy

A. Well, ot necessarily. ¥ '
Mhmﬂdﬂh-n.h”“l. ¥ he ton't svaiiahie,
somehedy ¢iae dues i, depending on B sabure of the malior ve have

to ceordinnte, - Ao [ onid, we have Mipine sifiner, we hawe Mavy alisers,
wo hawve Army officors andt wo have Alr Paves aificers. B is a contibund
organization and the renseon [or thom being here 1o Lo cosrdinale matters
periaining to their serviee. Does et elnrily the point?

Q. Not quite, sir. Do’u hnow 'Mﬁ;rﬂhuhu your naval officer,
or aaval liaison ollicer coum dinntes aeiivilios wiRY Js N oMl nawal forces
in Soulh Vietnam or cerinin docignaind anve ? ‘

~

A. He coordinaies naral maiters with any maval organisation that be needs
to coordinaie with, M there is » nond for eoor dination with nowral activitien,
he does it for us. He Is there and apnilable. B ntay be with aay number
of wnits or orgasizaiionn. Wn other wogdn, he's nol resirigied to
coordinating mallers with only certain neganizations. We's around the
hoard. That I8 Genarat Wesimor etand'y renson for innking us the iype

of an orgenizntion that il e, Wa wanis Mnvy participation, Marise, Army
and Air Force. $He's mon!. drfinile nad firm showt this, '

i
T




Q. Do you know how and by 'whom the Tally Bo project or lask force was
astablished? :

A, 1sure do, R was estsblished by direciion of Gensral Westmoreland.
We have a memo for the record, a Tep Sscret documant in which he
describes the way that he wanied Tally fio Lo be organiepd and the area

in which he wanted It to sperate amd his concept of the aperation, directing
his stalf to proceed with the esiablishment of Task Ferce Tally e, We
have anolher desnment, & wems lor Hhe resepd, 2 Top Seeret dusument

by General Momyer, direciing his siaif (o sstablish Task Fovce Tally No
according to the sendaple direcind by Gonsral Westmapolond. Mamely ts
the eifect that it would be a joimt, § mean & cossbined atall sonsinting of
Army, Alr Fores, and Mavy pooply, apsraiing in & spesitis aren dooignated
by the cparation order. As 2 resull of these iwe documenis the Task Feres
was sslabiiohed. The missien and responsibiittios are sutiined In T Air
Force operstions order 493-07 fated 17 July 0N,

. B

opportunity™. The lestisseny delilig hane fost
In longth snd groster. Ue pen 0gNS

A. Well, 1 den't huow. [ dMin® Gbon what
criteria was veed in mabing p 1
necossarily agree with B op |

criteria should be. § m

rules of engagement. 1 can't isli Jen which dapument 1t's in. [I'm sure

it is in & dovument somewhore, s they are werking on thie trping
to revise them and consoiideie Hiam and redisivibute them to all inlevasted
agencies. But specilically what ucwment you want is ane, | den't Seew,
1couldn't tofl yaw. T

Q. Colonel, was this Blind Bat PRAGGED as 2 Tally e mission?

A. Yes, in the Tully Mo srea, it'a & miselon control far air strihes in
the Tally Mo area. - ‘

Q. ¥ was FRAGOED in accordance with the Tally Ho aperstions arder ?
A. Yes, | _

Q. Colonel, what are the mm Himits of e Tally Mo area?

A, The ssaward limite of the '!'-E No area, well, it's given here, the

wren as defined by specilic coordimnies. | can give you these. They would
have to be ploited on a map. Do pew wani me Lo do that 9

»
B

+
Q. ¥ you would, please, sir. dunt to pul it in the record.

- For = (RIS
oy .
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A. The area of Task Force Tally Me is defined as follows: Coast of Lhe
Gulf of Tomkin at XE850205 in the vicinity of 1722 North, 10644 Bust, then
to Northern branch of the Kien Giang and Dia Giang at XE740185 (n the
viciniiy of 1721 North, 10638 East, then along the Nopth hank of the Dia
Giang River to the vicinity of Co Trang village at XESSIOTT in the vicinity
of 1715 North, 10628 Enst Southeast alang the approximmmte alignment of
Trail /Line to XES48047, vicinity of 1714 North 106376 East, North to
XE 410037, victnity of 1713 North 10684 Kast, Southwest to North Vistnam,/
Laos border (o MR4AEOTS, vicinity of 1708 North 1081 Bast, Morth slong
the border to XR 84943, vicinity of 4653 North 10833 Bast, Esat along
thi: Bouthern border of the DMZ to the Gulf of Tonkin.

Gt Doo-hruhimdthomnoapmmheh.mh-lm
rujasions for coastal water crlﬁ,gﬁt
A Well, wo duon't dugsribe Junt seareh snd davirey; we call thom
armed reconnaissanes of the couplipl sres. [ guses 'S & matier of _
ferminclogy. That le & recponstifiifly of ali farees n Nerth
Vietnam sad enomy apses. Armng posennsisannce oondtal avens, of .
wmamy waler eraft, mat jusi in Tullly Nio but, yos, that's part of cur missien. :
For example, thm icoling in that Nussnee of the interdintion of rends and

EEE IR

e

ralironds. they are beinging thely and peeple down by bont. B
they siart sullering cabusitios o g casunlting on waler eraft, |
jmagine they will go bask to lnnd t. This i the leeling that sur

nmwmnmmmmmmmmum.
Whatever thoy are naing, whethod #i he waler craft, ap Poit or boat, that's
what we have b.o#. T

aly PERES -

The witaess was duly contiongll ssncerning his toslimeny and emensed.
. A O ‘3-\ ) !

Major Jehm . BREOWN. UBAP, PRICTIZ, was caliod as  witness,
waviaed of s 1 e Articis 31, UCMI, wae daly sworn, nnd smmmined
ae follows: R e . '

or, specilically whei ds g
& - gl

¥

Bwihs P

mission for the feliening duy. T
Q. Major, are yeu fodtter , m -
A. Yes. ‘ . '

“ o ‘? A
Q- Could you tell me what the MRl Porce guideace i reiative 1o the
specinl qualiieations for designaiing A perron an ABCCC ¢

A. 1 would Ithe to clarify that. Phs ABCCC we vae Mhwar aperation derbeg

the day we refer t0 him as an ABCOT, ait borae bnttiefield -ommand and

comtrol cemtar, We alan var 0 C-130 st night, Me's sint ihe ABCCT; he's X

the mission rommandnr of those sl sorting. He's Weilr correintion, 5

sort of their teaffie control in the tislsrent of dilety. Ba's swthocived to =

a0 this throwgh ovr FRAG order T . ‘ : 5
.

3 b

i




Q. Does your‘ mission contra! have the suthority tc order sirikes upon!

targets ?
A. Yes, within the existing rules of engagement.

Recorder: Referswsss for Reles of Bagagoment !Qw Asis
m.mmummmuwm“lmonu

Q. m-MMem‘cmmmmum
hniaqmlhdllﬂf _ H{ ____

g‘; l
A. YunulnnﬂMuahHhﬂ lhu't-hnhnunuy
mmmnmum

Q. nuummmm"ummm-um
time in souniry, oo mueh tniliaetty with the sres W ang SpIsinl

mmummummmaumu

boing abie t» talk an ihe

uuum‘u.nhmdm“rh
mmwuhm %.jl b
Q. mmmmuummummr

A. m-—-am«u‘

4
St
2

™
ot

Q. mmmmn“ surisce thhhrrlhth!
m.dm”clﬂ”ﬂf i

e
Y

A, Well, nuyumnnmﬁmmmh-ﬂmhrehnnh
ulerrhttolh&ru-mﬂe Insit? I'm not a Navy mon mysel.

Q. The hnihrld waters as m in the ruies of engagement.

A. Yes, eouul-n:od recme in suthoriged in the Rolling :
Thunder aps order, 100-08, { thiek the dnte in in Jummary. At this times |
unlpumcruhbulnc . anthorines from the BIRE Noyth aleng
the shere en the constiine, Hmhmv*hﬂylﬂlﬁh
eomm“uh“m“hu&mﬂytoca‘ctﬂ*ﬁo




within the DMZ and 50 our iateppreiation was at this time that this area
ol land and the walers adjacent (0 it were considersd hostile and 50 we
were authorised to condust ressnnnissanse and o senduet aiv otrthes in
this . lmlmﬁutoh&nrmudhhlkmdh‘huy
Ho operation; that is, the miasiem was given 1o us by COMUSMACY to

restrict, disrupt the fiow of sypplies and personnel heough and around
the DMZ. o

Q. What are the ertieria for setebiiahing & swrince sontast as hweelile;
by suriace 1 mean 98 o the waler ¥

A. Well, uader the Rolling Thunder rules it only indisates that you
identily & 0o being, I believe e terminclagy i betng BV or hastile

Q. What t7pe of cesrdinntion dius e TADC heve Wik NAVIORVY

A. Iconmet anewey thet. ' .Iﬂmﬂl‘.ﬂ
mmummanmmn. 'm not aeswer m-':“
waildn't hnow. K io prebebly ¢ mere aprapes answer thet | csanst anower




. » ¥e8 I would agree wilh Ma statement. I'm not too sure of the
thirty foot in length business becauee I'm not sure of that point, Byt yes,
under the rules of engagement m armed reconnaissance, a water craft is
A fleeting target,

Q. What official publication oF massnge hins the defimition of tlesting
target of opportunity given? .

Prullbough T cen't recail syt 's specifically dvntilied i e Relling
Thunder operstiens srder, it's basically thought of as a target that's not
fixed. "By defindtion simost, the fast that i's a Nesting target, a vahicis,
& ship, or anpthing that's moy e a target of opporiunity that ean't be
FRAGGED as strihe from my gt of the Direcior of Btrile Piame. Tuat
is 28 | understand the ddhlthullulnuqt-rptd pperiunity .

) .‘?‘d E"«?g f:"
Q. Do you know of any ) Nm.m.m.m
or FAC guidance ne to which dargets are or are not fseting largets of
opportunity ¢ o
A. Well, yos. Aua matter of Inot, {argels of appartunity are detined i
liMwm-ﬁMIvmmmu&.M

aperatien

A Tirst of all, Tolty Ho opspations order 45347 jllers te the reiss of

mmm“n-“%inm*‘h*wm

order m-unu«nmou--m*q-m. Secondly, on
each PRAG order that goes owl we reference our op8 order. Woe reference
Rolling Thunder ope order 190-88 and we prevent this and the tirst line
usually, of the speciat instructions for FRAG, or withia our gemeral

instructions is All Afrcrews WHL e [xmiliar with Whe rules of engage ment.

Q. Major, are m familiar with CTF- 155 message 3403102 of Jamuary
of this year, which I now show you i enter as Bakibit 117

A. No, I think this s the firag time that { hove seen this message. No,
I'm not famjliar with i,

RN AR s e



Q. Do you know il ihat has been disseminated to other units withia the :
Tth Air Force as requested in the message ? -

A. Idon't know,
';‘{ ne ' 'Q . :
The witnens wns duly euw eoncerning his testimony and encused. z?

LCDR Victor D. LARSEN, USN, 888638, was called as & witness,
advised of his righis under Arthh 31 UCMJ was duly sworm, amd onmmd

as foliowa: _ ' *
Q. Mr. mm,m-‘nyum-mtu Tiger Beund/Tally No x
operations 7

P et

A. Well, I'm Btriee Plana Olficer. I write FRAG ordere.
Q. Do you have additional dwting as a Miaison officer?

A. That's right, and | alee hawlle any saval matiors that come in there
where | have some experiies of ‘some Anowiedgs. [ seerdinets all aaval
matters to do with Tiger Nound aperations, which dosen't mean | sdwage
do the actions. R means that § may just get ahoid of semebody whe ean
pr!w-&nuun Hyumtdhhb!uu”m

Q. Does your mﬂﬂmﬂlamw“ you tabs an active part
In the Tally Ho o'ntuu?

A. Not as yet, ad’. ¥ will, ['ve bern here & mealh, o iittle more than
2 month and I'm primarily Tignr Nosnd FRAG atribe plans officer and ihe
only Tally No work | get indo ks siter the FRAG hae Weon built, then 1
provide infor mation to Lhe [ield wnits and wiat not. When they've got
quesations concei ning the FRAG, | give them the answer because |
generally know what the situstian s but I have not had aaything to do

with building the FRAG of M'Iﬂ'l yet.

Q. Do you hawe avidence ¢ “M'rdlyllowulnmmu
like to introdues st this Lime? -

e RO R 1 R S

A. I'll introduce the Tally Bo PRAG order {or the JOth and 11th,
Recorder: This -m be entered as Kxhibit i1.

g8
Q. uumuﬁmmu" > Tally Ho ataif? ;'
A. Since the 20W'al uly. & “ﬁ‘

't

s,
'

3

Q. Are you familiar with u-h Time cperations? * -

A. Yes, sir. 1'm {amiliar in M 1 know it's an opeyation and § worked
mCOINAV!'OIW for fowr monihe and in some pordlens of it. Not in the
operations eud and I didn’t hawe Al sccurste knowledge of trachs. oo

Q. Do you know if the Tth Aly 'muﬂtﬂholndhhuylohnhm
appraised of the Market Time aperation in their assigned arens?

‘\‘“ﬁ“ﬁ‘w -,“‘--; """P?ﬂ‘: ‘ e _- s 'x‘ £
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their linison with the
A, No; hewever

A. Tcan't give any information en that. I don't know. I frankly don't,

I know that Tth Air Force has got a copy of the op order. Other than that
I don't know,. Again, I think I'4 been there something Like ten duys when
this occurred.

Q. Would you describe what cespdination the Tally Me or the TACC, or
as far as you know, has with NATPORY ?

A. As far ae daily scordination, very litile. We have some volving
naval gunlire and alher suljosts bt 8 for a8 Market Time, | haven't
obeerved snd ihere hmen't been dnily tealfls. They have sosrdination with
other marilime waile and ouwr spasial epersting forces daily et et with
COMNAYPORY, : BE T -

Q. Were you with i Taily Ne quarstions frem the boginniag?
A. Evcontiatty; | thiuk it stavtlill HhSu e S0W of July aud | was bove
on the 308, | arrived just of the geparwaph sturted, We just

Q. Anyumollntﬂ il
Market Tume sron? o

A. I'm swape sow, you, Biv: 't any | wae wware ot the Nme. Lot me
it it this way. 1 wan prebubily Swere et hode't consiivred %t. Enowing
that the Marbet Tine o 'areR that Market Tome bwelves and
imowing that we were everliying areas, but 1 had nover conpldered it
a8 being a confiiet, = o :

Q. Commander, mm, or do Moy novmally uss you as
agesificaily wikh the Talty o stalt?

:

s

primarily as the duly aa & N alllver, or, bosause | dd work
at COMNAVPORY and sasonitallf I'm assigned there pow and | hnow the
pocple, 1 have been over thave ouplained jo dilerant partios that 1
Am svallahle for whalever 1 onn e In this metter sad of sourse, [ have
to say that | did thin after the aceurred. Priov o that thme I've
had no linlson with COMNA' « Bince then I've handied a fow minor
Q. Mr. Larsen, to whem did yon offer your serviesd s o Mnioen officer
in COMNAYIORY Y L J

A. LCUR Bishep whe works i sgerstions. [ spabe to him on the meiler
and I spoke to & Liswlenant Comisdnder who, | dou't pesmember his name,
but he was & wateh elficer in apapations on fhe third dock, who was direclly
lavolved. | did not (alk to Caplath Blewart but | kuow the Captain surely
knows that I'm here ar [ think he s that infermation.

- Q. Tn the best of your knowladws, is COMHAVFORY or CTF 115 aware

that the Tally Ho nrea overlape the Market Time sren?







A. On normal MTI an object is reguired to move five miles an hour to be
recorded sa MTI. Newever, om thin imagery, mn-nt sche, he is
recorded sise en the MT1 side, so & blip that would o & MTI is alao
muym-utm Therefare, ¥ & bost ia stalbemery, I alee pieh it
wp on the .ﬂ“-lﬂ'm-ﬁ'

mvh-mﬂycmmmM“oM
The beard adausend st 1790, 33 August 1904,




, UBAR, PNei, was enlind a0 o

witness, ndvieed of his righis undor Artisle §1

and sxamined as follews:

» mw.‘.*mo

Lo}

PR AVYH

=i

mmmemuﬂhweﬁlﬂ-mmmm

the board adjournsd are again present
Caghain Rebort B.

The board met at 1018

Q. Capiain, whet are your duiien with the 0 Alr Fepee?

4

WouphEp fovee planning bramsh i TADC, -

m & mombor of tha

A. I
countyy TACC

.1 .
it
-u 3! TR
&mm u mn m_
munmu ! aw I
mmw“ ij
plpl i
_m...-_.“ !
.-uu ~.LM~ mu
L i ©
i
dimadt

boata, whish were called omt
W poviod 1a mvolved on Byud 14's Hiim

» have you examined or savsed {0 be examined the fpud 13'

Captain

Q-
film?

3
3
4
8
¢

:

A. Yes, sis.




A. On this particular [ilm which was explained to us by Captain Lufburrow,
tha pilot of Bpud 13, he puinis out & probable target on his {ilm earlier in
the morning and indicates that it could or could not be the same ship which
was spotted later by Spud 14 and reported. There on the film to which
I'm referring is only definite tapget which is actually furtiher South then
the targets that are painted on Sped 14's film. In direst answer Lo your
question, targets in ar wear the mouth of the Dien Hal {Cua Tung) River,
the larget on Bpud 13°s film is wel In or very near the meuth of the Bies
Hai River. R is aciually further frem the river than the targets which are
painied on the Spud 14's film whigh you have.

. , "

Q. Captain, is there any other siatement that you woewdd iike to mahe?
A, No, sie. ﬂ ,
Q. Captain, who intecpreted this fpud 14 fiim for yeu?

e e

A. Tn our testimeny, sic, -mna- aificinl intovpratuiion thut we have
read into our resord, thin wan g by Capiain Lalbwyew,

on the film that we eam sve inlinatne that it was above the

AR k
Q. Captain, in determining pons. Wwe mile siant rangs frem the river, what
point did you measwre from the siver ? et

A. It was the conier of the -iﬂ e river, sir. '
The witnese wae duly couthibiid canceriing his Sistimony aad ensused,

B

wt

The board adiournad at 1685, 9 Augwnt 1908, -
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The board met at 1435, i 1908, at Hq, COMNAVPORYV

All porsons conmected with the mummmmomm
the bosrd adjourned are again mnt.

Captain Paul N, GRAY, lﬂ, $05872, was called a9 & wiltnses,
advised of his rights wnder Arﬂlh s, ucm was duly swern, ud

examined as follows: J

Q. Cnpuh,lmuuoncﬂ ot I'd e
begin with. Onwe W, WﬂmmMMlnhMLﬂm
dcnn.n-uthhﬂl? ‘

A, You-tum'hud
Task Fores 115 in the DME

Q. You, sir,

A. CTF Illbm*”‘ b"h. 17 Parsiiel n
umrmmd ;ﬁ’i
f*;’ ad

g ; ' '4.:_,.219
Whet h“ .gm, qmnh*.m
&-r m:cﬂ-ﬁm ‘

A. Wall, !'dhnhpdnnﬂ.h-lh papar Seecuse ey ore
long and complicaied. b

Q. Youun&‘t“hﬂvﬂr*hhu!
A, lbrmueuuuummumw.

Q. Werse yusnro C” ﬁ‘pﬂhﬂ-btﬁrﬂudw
of sppconimately July S9rd? »ﬁf

-

A. You say am | sware of #? e

Q. Were yos soure of K? “
A. Iwasa't hove ot lhe time. lmwmmdm 1 din't
9ot here until the OIh of August. ' 

Q. Sir, uuummaﬁm ware you sware of an sverieg
of the Air Force and i Marivet Time srens?

A. Was | personaily? e

@ 5
Q. Yes. e
G )
A. The answer is no. i _
Q. Captain, we have liateon ulhnn in the T0h Air ot variews

cnc'.aummmmumn Naioon elfteers.
A, Say that agair,




Q. We have lalaon oﬂlcerlmc Headnuarters and in

various other commands within the Tth Air Force, such as the CRC'a,
who are lisisem officers for the Tik Fleet. Is thare sny way or would it
be proper for these liaison officers to also assume the duties ns COM-
NAVFORYV liaison officers ?

A. Not officially for they work fes the Tth Fleet and I weuld be surprised
if they were capable af conducting lisison with NAVFORY.

Q. Captain, whet Nadees pres » bmmmﬂﬁlﬁlmo.
and other Ingjer sommends vithin ihe MACYV command strustape ?

A. Do you mean de we have lisiomn efficer, NAVFORW MNelosn sffinere ia
the other hoadyusrtors? :

Q. u.mumdun--*manﬂ-hm-!

A, mmmm ‘o

Q. Can you tell me Wit the reios of cngagement are i the BRIS ae
pertains to surinse ferem? b

A. 1know of ne specifie reive o e
surface forees. -

Q. What are your rules of
craft or aircralt within the

A. Like Isay, lhnduﬂhdmmmw
that apply to the DME. :

ot apply I e BINS for

fov engnging or sitacking sther

Q. Do you hawve & copy of the Alr Paree Tally Ho sps srder whish is th
Alr Force ops order $03-017




A, Idon't hawe an op order. Al I've ssen Tally Ho-wise is rules of
engagement. We did readdrees theos | believe. | don't know whers it
whs in relstion to this talk about it. I believe that what happened in this
case wae the rules of engagement as applied to Tally e was nddressed
to all Tally Ho addressees and ali Tally Ho addressees was not known
by this Naval Commumications Conter ns far se I know unttl ressnily;
the same with COMUBMACY becausa when 1 called to fimd swt whe was
addressees when they sent to all Tally Ho nddressees, we diin't know
and COMUSMACY didn't know and the only way I could Had sut wee call
the Tally Ho Task Feree cul in Tap Sen Wt i0 {ind awi. Therafare,
when | did find out, I copled them dewn here and we mu
message to owr wits. As you ¢an 899 by the kst thepe, COMNAYFORY
was not even inciuded. COIM was, bui COMMNAYPORY wasa't.

Recorder: Ibm&umm“ Tth Ale Fores 1900003

August, n&uudeontl'hﬂvlom m.ﬂm““
wuﬂhvm“murmn

Q. Mr. Bishop, vhuwmm unnd Mhnmnm
uu-nmuwumm h-l' ‘

"K"i‘A, :
A, lu'trmmmlﬂm o %K. 1 have the COMUBMACY
moasage but 1 den't lmow e duln § Wpenme aware of K. 1 lesk at 50 mueh

mworuulh'tnm‘hmﬂ
Q Cunmnhm lulhﬂuodnoo."

for the dnte. 1 had seen It ence
before and I fergot. I-Wﬁ%ﬂh&n

Q. Mr. Bishop, cmmm-nawmmnmm
mod&ocwhhrﬂuﬂm

A. You want to know when ! liret saw this message?
- Q. Yes. :

A. 1would give en setimatod ¢atthat § saw it appromienately thres or
four daye after ihie was jesved. ﬂuwouhlunprﬂhunllhly
1 would sstimate.

Q. Ummmd&hprmhﬁolm\dm&omdh
incident T

A. Ibelieve I would have een. * :

Q. What modifications, uny.mmntaommwum
ulrcmltdﬂnmo‘ﬂedrulﬂdl-lﬂnut?

A, To my knowledge, nune. y

Cx

Q. To whom within your command struciure was thie infor mation shout
the change in rules of engugement disseminsind?

Ko




A. 1 don't know. -

Q. Do you know who might know within the organization?

A. Since the disclosure copy is net signed I have net sesn sayihing from
the other Task Force commandae. I do not have any iden who received
infor mation [rom this copy. .

Q. Do you know if COMNAVFORYV issued 2 message to subordineie
commanders containing this infor mation?

A. Not to my knowledge.

A, Ih,ﬂﬁb“hﬁ.ﬁ.!ﬁiwﬂlm"
apply to U.8. loreas in partivulie, o §.5. suwrveillomne farees, N dose
not meadien the DGR lmul.‘m-m.m“mu
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A. Mo, sir.

Q. Mr. Biskep, I'm gaing o oW you s ORICPAC Usecags 3USIE
gril, Tep Ssoret. I'd Nie yuul S Soll e X you 3vh Jumiliar with this
mossage and the combents, o3 :

A, This is April 1005, 15eliete. Veu, sir, I'm tamilinr with this.
Q. Mr. Bishep, based on the etutents of this message with whish yeu

stated you are familiar, would o give me your dafiniiion or your
mrmuhmrmngrumvm ol Bewth Vietnam ¥

R




.ares and the Market Thme

A, Ilntorputthuhmuuul-lmdmvmnudm
Vietnam and as it applies to the lepriterial waters, it dafines their

as so many miles irom the low waler mark out te see, lhh'h
thmu.pmmhcmm.mvmummmm
louthvmuthnouuum

The witness wuﬂouﬁ“mummmym.nm
Captain Cliflerd L. STEWART, UEN, 06907, was snlied a8 & wilness,
wu«auuun-hrumhn.m mﬂm.m
o-nt-dulohl
Q. Captain, |mumunmmuummh

wneclorm,hm'hﬂm Task Peswe 115 reles of
ongagement in the B Y 43 e '

A, OnrnludtT

A. Womdluudbh

¥
Q cmu.mnm‘ nnmhumm
A. Iwas not,

Q- Could you dvecriie the
and the Tastieat mcmcwv

A. My centrel here? :\.1

Q. Yes, *.-cm&m 118, sir?

A. ucmmrmm nemma-mu
Force is weually thraugh MACY OOE. Owr Maison is heeugh them; hes
w0 be. lMﬂhﬂMqust.

Q. Captain, mmmhnammmn—
commanders and the 'rmnamcmm and allnr conivol agensies

you hawe with lhe Tih Alr Percs

within their agons ?

ERPES

s R YD SRR

A

AR s




A. Each Task Growg c'omnlty for direct liaison with the o '

Corps Commanders in their respustive area. They have telophone ¢com-
munications and radio communigstions with sach Corps commander. They
have the (neilities for it. Nere ] hawe direct linioon with all Corps
commanders through hot line sad ihrough MACY COC,

Q- These direct communications, @0 they go right jute the Tastiesl
Operations Center er right to the Cerps Commander Noadguartors ?

A. Bome of them ge b the COC'g, some divest to Nondgearisss. Neve i
we go dirsct or we have 3 direct lime to W Corpe ot Vang Tan. b hae '
telephone communioations to the B Corps. Second Carps has & het Mne
ﬂ!prhnhﬁh;ﬂMaHh.ﬂl“a“-,,ﬂ
into II MAF. fNince thon the hel fine has been dowa and bo's bosn on

telophons communisations. .

Q. 16 Were say elhor coordinaliés SIh olher contrel auansies Wi the
Corpe sreas, such as DASC or Commend Ragperting Conters far atverait?

A, luhh‘uqm'ﬁhlotnmm.
Q. Captain, dees he Marist Thme op crder contain ae Smergensy visual
idontification signal? R

A. We have omargonny signain if we're in scommunisation with the AN
posple. The enly olher communipailon that we have in the op erder 1o 0
the concept where we say we are Sinaming darkened ship and i taben
under aitack, ships will light up. Thet's mormal.

Q- Lot me ropost the question, gir. Duss the op erdiy coninin an
oemergency vioual m_“bhmduquﬂ

A. No. We have 3 Murket Tims Msatification. Thers was 3 meseage
' that was published by COMUBMASY ia December last year which has
upduted by uwe (o January thie yoar. This is our hasis for recegnition.

Q. Capiain, di¢ e Marbet Time forees hove the infermation en

!




——

Q. Captain, what syslem du! u use to !le!ermiue the operational

readiness and personal knowledge of your own forces?

A. By visits, and I usually rely on my Task Group Commanders and
Task Unit Commanders. Along this line T have two-service commanders,
the Coast Guard Commander and the Port Force Commander who takes
care of the training and readiness.

Q. Getting back to liaison, sir. Do you recommend a liaison officer
with cther component commanders within the MACV ?

A, Ithink there is probably a need for closer liaison, I lhink the Halson
officer might seclve some of the problems,

Q. As the Captain probably knows, the Tth Fleet has lidison officers
located within the Communications Reporting Centers and the Tth Air
Force Headquarters. Do you think they could become or assume the
duties of a dual liaison officer, both for Tth Fleet and for COMNAVFORYV ?

A, 1think he possibly could; however, you've got a command relationship
involved here., He's a Tth Fleet man. He's a fleet man and not an in-
country COMUSMACY man, so you've got a command relationship that
comes out here. But he is not so busy that he couldn't do both, that I see.

. Captain, when you became aware of the change of the rules of
engagement on 23 July, was this digseminated to your subordinate forces,
particularly Commander Task Force 115,17

A. The change was a Top Secret change. Task Force 115.1 does not
have facilities for Top Secret messages. Icalled him and sent him a
message, I think we sent him a message, I know we called him, and
told him to go over 1o IIIl MAF and view the change. He did and called
me back and said he understood it.

Q. Captain, in previous lestimony you testified that in an emergency,
the procedure for a craft under attack was to turn on his lights. Would
you point out where this procedure is contained?

A. It's contained in my op order, Annex B, and I quote, "Lights should
be used any time danger of coliision or attack by friendly forces is
evident",

Q. Captain, would you explain your relationship between the command
center of NAVFORV or CTF 115 and the command operations center at
MACV?

A. We have a fully nperational operations center which has direct tele-
type hot line communications with MACV COC. In my COC I have
communication with all four of my task group commanders by teletype
or with radio, hot line, and coramerrial telephone. From this COC, 1
have a quick-talls line and 2 hot tine 1o all the Corps commanders,




Q. Captain, would you define h! the command relationship that

exists, or did exist between yourseM as CTF 115 and the Captain of the
Point Welcome, sir?

A. As CTF 115, my next command would be CTF 115.1, who is v
Commander Firat Coastal Zone, The Point Welcome wes in the
northern barrier so the next chajn would be Tuak Unit 118, 1, 4 which
is the senior commandsr of the berrier patrol unit.

Q. Captain, do yeu peseive from Commandsr Task Pavree 115. 1 weskly
reports of his epsratiens ?

. el
*

Q- Capiaim, ‘MM*““MMI“.‘
| " ] : ; g

R
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Byt .
Q. Captain, wmrnhuudnﬂn“lﬁmhum
of this, if you weuld net have shanged pour putvel sroes ?
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A. Yea, if | had been awnare probably have been st up, !
different recogmition signals hetwoen the Tth Air Force and the erait on /
patrol.

Q. Captain, do you belleve that your command and coerdinabion
communications sre sdequate for pamr forces within the Ialang area?

A. Depending upon yeur definitinn of adoquete. This lsawes & Jot epes;
however, thm*mMuﬂh&“h
curywtmmmm .

Q. Captain, @» the Const Ouard outinss m'l mumu
&mﬂtﬂmﬁtnmmid :

A. mcmmmuhm hnwqun
roquired to guard this troguensy ientiiisation
dese not mondien 348.9, Mhhhm hhﬂ
m«hmmmhnww

Q. Captaia, mnuumﬂﬂmmmﬂ.
A. Tam, g

=

Q. mmmmuo-nﬂvlmmm“

ales be aware of Whis aar’ Yo i o awiteh 9 0.0 s

cane of aireraft iumination or impeaniing stiesk by siverail?
are

A, mycmh-mm.m, there
!wthourerllthl-ﬂr“ﬂﬁcﬂdonn*-m-
eation. : :

Q. Captaia, hhcﬂ WU“J- onie-time group SN0 0 o
Jammery this your, you siain that #he bost means of iniiinl contast of !
the WPV is by radio sad you list S freguencins whish they are guarding. !

e el oL

nmmmwnmemmmt ;
A. It has wet. &y

¥
Q. Captain, dese your o wiwr was publighed in April reler to

uopmm'u-tmmummwu
message of January? Seen it olnle that i is an addiitan o them ‘;
0 it in any olher manmer, e ? o !

A. R doos net refer te the mesugs.

Q. Captain, are you familisr wilh Mk Air Force's op ardor $53-07, the
Tally Ho op order, dubed 17 July “'

A. 1have studied this op order, imn ooy on the 100 or , '
10th of August. 1 was not aware g the Tally

of August. M » briefing at 1 ashed

contact with to got the aop order. & »e

called Captain Crew and nsked him for the op order and e sabd he weuld
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iry to procure one for me, On the I! I sent out for ome and there were

no Tally Ho op orders available. They ran us off anotiver copy of the
op order and my Intelligence Officer brought it back om the 18th.

Q. Captain, are you famillar with the Tth Air Force opseations order
100-688 which is the Rolling Thunder aperations order duted 31 Janwary
10887

A. Iam not familiar with Whis “ 1 reveived a copy vestsrdny an
loan to study. We haow ashed 74 Ay Porce for 3 copy.  They hawe aame
available. They are roprinting i,

Q. Capiain, are you hnlihr with the CINCPAC messunge 340400S Ageil
1088 which are the meic ruies dmnthrl“hhl

A, Yes, Inm llnl!l- with thie

Q. Captaim, -un-m--
that was incurred in U sitach

A. In sccopdanee wijh
pichures whinh I

Moserder: Lot d i
m u. u, ad 9. mmmm-m t,

D

Q. Capiain, hmiﬂemtmlﬂ'lm
mu:thuowlumnﬂmul&tmmnd

i m 5% of rulos OF & commen oot
of idontiliestion signals. 1 cannel | a recommendullin as to whet we
should have, There shonld be an m“lﬁﬁmemq
with 2 commen eat.

The wunumﬂyl“dm& m-ﬂo-—d.
The mmu rm.,ﬁm wee,

.3'—
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Ao 0.5, MAVS RSCONT PADAR PLCKET mémorfm (DEr), OCRAN
WIMESWEERERS (M) AND CUASTAL MINFSWERPRRS (1°C) ARE
STATIOMEL THROIGHICUT MRKET TIMR AR¥A, THZSE SKIPS GUARD
27748 MCS ANl 32,0 MCS, OHIPS ®ILL ACTIVATE Lé_:_&_" Mo (rw)
WITET AIMCAFT ARE IN VICIFITY, COAST CUARD QUTTERS (WPB)
(LEGTH #2 0, @AM L7 FT) OUABD 277.8 MCS AND 2158 xc8 (V).
WHEL AVRCRAFT Ll VIGINITY WILL AUCIVATE Ab.H HO® (FW), SWIPTS
(PCP) (LEXGTH 50 FT, DFAM 13 FT) GUARD 2058 KCS (V). MARKEY
TIME P2 AND F3 AIRCRAIT PATNCL THE AREA AND CIUARD 277.8 Moo
AND 301,0 M=,

B. THE VNN SHLP iANTUL CRAFT {FC ANB PCE), COASTAL
MLNEFEP (MGG}, LANUIMG SHIF SUFPONKT IARGE (its1),

LANDING SHIF IMPANTRY LARGE (LSI1) AND PATROL MOIOR GUMBOAT
(FCM) OPLRATE (N MARYET TIMG \NFA, VNN SIIPS GUARD 300,0 MCS
AYD AUTIYATR 464% NCh (FI) WHEY ATWCHAFT AME IR VICTHITY,
TUPS MARKFD ON HORITONTAL GUKFACE WUMT A TALSE ZELLCY SSUARY
DIVIDED INGG FOUR EQUAL PARTS WY RUD CHODE WILICH FXTENDS TROM
CORMERS OF .00, ALL NORMALLY WAVE 1.8, ATY ATVTS(RS
AROARD,

Co COVSTAL GROUPS (JUMR DIVISLOND) ARE DASFD ALONT THE
CORST AFD GERRATE IN CONTICUCS WATTHS I4 VICINTIT OF MAS:s,
FRIMARY JUNKR ARK COINAHD JUNKS (LENGTH 8§ FT, IBAN )5 1)y
TABUTA JUNK (LEMGTH 53 FT, BRAM 10 FT); JOTOR (V1Y Juwxs

— . s




(LEMTIE 4O FT, HEAY 9 FT); ALL HAZE GREY IN COLOR, PRIMARY
ILNEIPTUNT LR PO THFAE AHD ALL VNW JUNKS IS A LARCR
YELLOW SUUARE WITH RN CROAS AN DRSCRIRED ABVE, JUNXS
GUARD 46.4 MCS (FM), U.5, AVISORS MAY OR MAY NOT B hBOARD,
Do AT HIGHT ALL UNLITS OFXRATE DARXENFD. RADIO IS BEST
METHOD OF INITIAL CONIACT,
E. MARKET TIME FOMCES WILL AMSWIRE SALL-UP SARY KARXEYT /
TIKE UNIT®,
3. REGUEST PROMULCATE TO AIR AND SURPACE UNITS THAT MY
OPERATE IH MARJET TIME AREA,
GP-d
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Copy of CBC Communication Log for period 101940K through 1032102
August 1968

. Extracts from Comamander, Coast Guard Division 13 Weekiy Bummariss

to CTF 115.1

Summary of Events for USCG Cutter Point Caution for period llﬂq
through 110T40H August 1968 -

Isformation contained in documents dealing with Rules of Engagomant tor
SEABLIA

Tth AT Mg, Cite # 00134 Jul 66, for Rolling Thunder/Tally Mo
General Instructions

CTY 118 Mseg 140310Z Jan 80 on Recogaition and Communication with
Market Time forces

Tth AF Msg 12512 Aug ¢6, Tally No FRAG Order for 10-11 Auguat 48
Copy of SLAR imagery taken by Spud 14
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Dluram“o( Point Welcome depiciing damage; Marboard Side
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Photograph of Damage

Photograph of Damage

Photograph of Damage

Photograph of Damage
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 [Exhibit2 1012

TREASURY DEPARTMENT Addrese reply ta:
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

— 30 April 1966

SPANULG NEGHT Gilisid
RS0GE POIRT WELSOMs

1. Standing orders are general armd permanent, Supplementary orders

will be issued daily and will be signed by aach GUU prior to relie-

ving the watch,

2. As WU you are required to understand and comply with Lie appro-
priste sections of Coast Guard itegulations: lnternational and

- Inland Hules of the Hoad: and unit, divisien, sguadron, any task
fvree regulations,

3. Do not relisve the wat.ch until you know exactly whal is golng on.
It lor any reason you lasl Lhat you cannol relieve tie wateh notify
me immedialely, [lositiocn. course, speed ang navipgational safety

are of prime importance,

L. Adapt your eyes to darkness brlfore relicving, While on wateh
aveid bright lights as much as nossible,

5. Be thcrougnly familiar with all Lridpe aquipmant and be able .o
usa it in the dark,

5. While on Market Time Uperations steam at darken ship, Use
navigation lights only in an emeriancy uituation,

7. Advise me of all contacts tLhat could threaten Lhe sal'ety ol the
ship, whether navigational or hostile,
2. Notify me of all sisnificant changss in the wealier such as
- changas in barometric preusure of more than 0,04, changes in wing
velocity of 20 knots, reductien in visibility to less than
one mile, :nd wind shifts of mere than X0 urj'rees.

9. Energize fathometer when within 1000 yds of the urach and
within 1500 yds of river mouths,

10. Inform me before Lrying to recover any Ileating objects,

11. Beard no junks without my specific authority,

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds
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12, MNotify me of all equipent failures,

13, Should this vessel draw [ire scunm the weneral alarm. Have

watch personnel man the mast adwan!acecus wearons,  You are atith- .
orized o commenece fire only it railure fo do se wonla nndanger :
the veggel, In all oo cases [ o thie anly ope whn is aukhor-
itz Lo commenca Uire,  Inobpe avent oo my deatn, Lthe pxecative ’
cfeor s in commnd,
. As comsnding oi'ticer, L om alwavs on by . Heves ecitate Lo -
call me UV In doenet,  Tf D am awakened maks sare thit | fuliy '
Acwiaesband the report thatb is viven to me. Fe insistant. 1l neccessary,
I wm oemplecely responaible Cor i safaty of Lhis vessel and ner
sred, neven take L oupen gourzelf Lo pelicve me ol Lhis reaponcibllity ;
by valling te make a required pepert, S
‘500 5L Brosteem
U, G, aicsrRa : ]
LMl DL NG i
UATE SLGHATURE ——
4366 7s/ T, B, Uardy ol
L=30-00 S8 . Barton PUJG
a7 Jolm W, dpretor fo | -
;8. Richard If. _Falt reon, LM -
Tyl It, Bell i
o808, Fiussel] -
|
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Exhib_it 3

TURSDAY O AUGUST 196A
1, UNDERWAY IN AREA LAl GNDER TUE OP:EPAIIOUAL COHCRQL OF BEE KING,

2. WE WILL DE WORKING WITH X-A. FSS0 0T LAFGRITD O HIS POSITION
BE SURE TC TELL HIM IF HE IS HORTE U¥ THE U2

3, STAY FAR ENOUGH TO SEAWARD 30 RE CAROT 3ZE YOU.

I, CALL T FAGE, THE PHOTCGRAPHER IF YOU SEE ANTTHIUG THAT MIGHT
MAYE A GOOD PICTURE, FLARES ETC,

5, CALL IE AT 0BOOH,

/s/ D. €. BROSTROM
20002400 BRR COTANDING
000N SOUGY YGRS )
04000800 RHF
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Exhibit 4

WEDISSDAT 10 AUGUST 1966
1, UNDERWAY IN AREA 1AL UMDER THE CFCON OF HEE KI;,
2, XRAY ALFA WILL 8E OUT TOMIGHC LI HE SOUCHEZRN PART OF AREA.
3. PATROL IN THE NORTUERN PART OF AREA IFILFESS X~-A NEEDS ASSISTANCE,
%, CALL ME WHEN CAT KIILER OR BIRD DOG COMES UP TOMORRCW HOTIING,
/s/ 0. ©, BROSTROM
0l 0800 RitP
2000-2400 BRR

* d-A WILL HAVE TWO JUNKS IN NORTHERM PART OF AREA, CALL ME IF THEY
ARE WITHIN 1 MILE OF 17T PARALLEL,

fa/ DB
2000-2400 BRR
0000000 RHP
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Exhibit 5

0000000

UNDERWAY ON MARKET TIME PATROL IN AREA 1-A~l, UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL
OF TU 115.1.l4, STEAMING AT DARKEN SHIP AT WATCH CONDITION III WITH COMDITION
NYOKE" SET THROUGHCUT THE SHIP. VESSEL IN TIME ZONE - 7 OBSERVING TIME - B.

[e/ HARK D. McKENNEY GH2

0345 STARTED TC RECIVE FIRE FRQH JET FLARE

THE HOLE BOAT IS SHOT UP FIRE ON THE FANTAIL. GOT
THE FIRE OUT. GOT THE BOAT UNDER WAY FOR X A RECIVING
FIAE ALL THE WAY. THE COMMANDING OFF IS DBAD,

THE XC WOUNDED I ASSIMED COMHAND AT 0350

o415 LOSING ENGINE POWER BEACHED THE BOAT AT

MOUTH OF CUA VIET RIVER TRYING TO EVAC. WOUNDED,

JET STOPED FIRING THAMK GOD. 0500 PT, CAUTION ARRIVED
ON BEAM.

0630 UNDERWAY FOR YR 71 DA NANG

/s/ RICHARD H. PATTERSON BMC

04000800
UNDERWAY AS BEFORE

0800.1200

UNDEAWAY AS BEFORE ENROUT DA NANG

/s/ BILLY R, RUSSELL M{l

/o/ RICHARD K. PATTERSON BIT
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The followiny is a transcript of cirouit 8-3 (LOBS kes}, Northern Coordinating

and Reporting Net.

Net control of this oireuit is CTG 115.1.

— 10 August 1966.
Time Originator
1940 Pt.Wanlcome
1955 ¢T3 115.1
2007 Cra 115.1
2007 Pt.Vrient
2007 CrG 115.1
2007 Pt.Orient
2010 £T0 115.1
2010 Pt Lomas
2015 Pt.Caution
2016 CTr 115.1

—

2020 ¢Ta 115,1
2020 —
2625 CTG 115.1
2026 Pt..Yrient
2030 Pt.Caution

Adidresses
ere 115.4
oTH 115.1.4

Pt.Orient
Pt,Cautimm
Pt,Lomas
CTu 115.1.h
Pt.Orient
cro 115.1

Pt.Orlent
CT¢ 115.1

Pt.Loman

CTG 115.1
CTa 115.1
PCF-15

Pt.Caution
Pt.Lomas

Pt.Yriant
CTa 115.1

CTi 115.1

All times listed are Zulu time for

Message

Am boing 11lumlnated and attacked by
aireraft. lave

vhet I believe 15 ¥
racelved hits,

Closa Pt.Welcome's area at maximum

speed and commence assarch,

Interrogpative ETA PL.Welcome area,

ETA 20 minutes.

llave you been irying to contact

Pt.Welcome via all circuita?

AMirmative; negative contact.

Interrogative ETA Pt.Welcome area.
fiave you had communicationa with

Pt Welcome via any cirenit?

Hegative results. ETA US)5H.

FTA Pt.Welcome srea OLhSH,

Patrol area north of you until further

notice,

Do you have what appears to ba

Pt.Welcoms on your gadyat? Wh-,n you
errive at Pt .velcome's arsa, Vt.Orient
coordinate with Ft,.Caution for maximum

search afforts.

CG-11 1= providing 11lumination from

hase.

Do you have radar coverags of area

concarned?

Affirmative; I am 8 miles and Pt,Caution |
is 3 miles,..beliave to Le Pt,.Welcoma. :

Request [requency of sircraft) am

being '1lleminated at

this time-
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2-
2031 CTU 115.1.4 CTO 115.) RTA 0515H. } :
- 2035 Pt..Ceution orn 115,10 Belinve to have Pt.Welcoms in sight.
! -
20L5 Pt.Caution CT6 115.1 Am pieking up survivors nowj will send '
you something as soon as [ get more
information.
2045 o7 1150104 Ft,Cantion Aldvina as apon ra poasible if you
nond ndavac,
2105 Pt.Orient CTa 115,1 P 1021002 {text follows)
From: Pt.Yrient
Taot CTG 115.1
Sitrep 1
Point Welcome hit,
1. Ft.Caution, Pt.Yriant, Fi.Lomas, CO-11
Pt.Caution has five survivors aboard. CG-11 unit attempting to rescus
imkncwn number of survivors from beach and water.
2, Pt.Caution personnel aboard Pt.Welcome this time. Communicstions oridge
dastroyed, main englne atill running, CO of Pt.Welcome belisved dead.
3. t,Urient attempting to tow Pt.Welcome awny from beach. ; R
li. Medevac needed urgently. . ‘ :
BY
2110 CTd 115.1 Pt . Yrient ur recurds show 11 Coast Yuard per-
sonnel, ona civilian. ‘
— €T3 115.1 Pt.Orient Hequest to Wnow cause ol aitack. |
2118 Blind Dat 02 CTO 115.1 Rogeivad targets from 3pud-13 st
17° north, Blind Bat 02 illuminated
and saw powsr boat and no lights, ;
I1uminated three times; boat falled : . ‘
o to pive recognition signel. ‘ -
——— Spud-13 addes unknown (8pud-13 made transmission this nat;
CTG 115.1 unabls to copy; could not
ratsns him sgain,)
2130 Pt.Urient Ccr3 115.1 A1l personnel including civilian are
acoounted for,
2130 CTG 118.1 Pt.Crient »uoMedevae and interrogative condi- ;
tions. |
2135 Pt.Yrient CT 11%.1 Pt.Cantion has many seriously wounded \
on board, snd Hedevac urgently ueeded.
2135 Cra 115.1 Pt,Orient Medavac on 1ty way. }
l
i‘
E
t
i
|
— :
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3.

2113 CTU 115.1.k T 118.) P 102130% {text follows)
— From: CTU 115.1.L
Tw: CTG 115,1
Confidential
Interrogative poasible HOFS for me, If so is there a spotter?
ar
216 CTG 115.1 OTU 115,100 Are you on scens?
21L6 CTU 115.2.l; Cre 115.1 Hegative) will be on scene in 30 Mins. -
215l CTG 115.1 Pt,Caution Shoot gresn Yery plstol when Medavao
arrives on scens.
2155 CTd 115,1 CT 115,k finfarence your P 1021302: negative,
2155 €T3 115.1 Pt.Orient Hequast advise personnel Irom Pt,Wnlcoma.
2155 IL.Lomas o 115,11 (C=11 has eontact with Medevas; will
provide gresn Very plstol.
2205 CT3 115,1 Pt .Lowas Do you need another “edevac helo?
Pt.Caution
2208 Pt.Lomas cra 115.1 Medevac has besn completed.
2206 Cre 13%.1 Pt.Loman Request stetus of personnel,
2207 Cro 115.1 Pt.Loman Where 13 Hedevac helo going? }
2210 o3-11 CT0 115.1 Madovac Lelnyg completad et this time. }
Will advise CIC 115.1 23 300n as poasi- }
- bla, i
2210 Pt,Caution T 115.1 -0-1022002 (text. rollown) 1
From: Pt,Caution ;
To; CTG 115.1 !
Sitrep
1. Have accounted for all Pi."slcoms perscnnel. 2 RIA, 5 WIA, Hemainder .
on board Pt.Orient enrouts CTG 115,1. !
2. Medevac underway, ETA 0430l at CO-11. KIA/WIA st 0G-11 at this time, !
3« Pt.Walcoms underway owm powsr with partial crew from Pt,Yrient. |
hs Pt.Caution remaining this station unless otherwlao direscted,
KIAt Phillips, EN2 WEA: Page (civilisn)
LiJG drostrom miLo
- -
. 3
w NPT ) Taf
o . m . e
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Exhibit 7

Vicekly Sumsary, 3 - 9 July 1966

- 3a: Challenge and reply systems Lo Jale are ineffactive and not baing ’
used. There is a question as to whan syatoms are Lo be used, and belween |'
vihom, [he instructiong for the use of Lhese nystems are confusing, as
coniained in reference (d). 1t is recommended that a re-avaluation of
these systems be considered by C1F 115, and new instructiona be promalpated,

Weekly Sumoaary 10 - 16 July 1l4né

2d:  Spo.ter aiccraflt are notawsre that WPH's guard Lé,, mes when the [ ’ : RN
a/c are aighted. Recently an Air Force Spotter afc attempbed to establish ‘ : o
comnmunications with the PT CAUTIUN. The a/c¢ eventually had to resort to .
dropping a Mstg in the water asking to come up on 44.5 mes. The a/c reported
thal she had heen attempting to gain communiecations with WPB's for % months,
but didn't know what frequency she guarded. WPBis have continually reported
that spolter planes fail to cone up on ¥ when in the vieinity of WPb's.
However, the problem actually is that spotter a/c don't know Lhat WEPB'sg guard
46.4 mes. Agaln, more coordination between larket Tiue and other efforts in
1 Corpe is necessary. Tha above situation should never have occurred.

Weekly Summary L7-23 July 1966

2bs  Again challenge and reply procedures ars poor. PT LOMAS detected a steel huil
contact on Lhe barrier, Repeated challenges went unanswersd, After sotbing Geners’
Quarters, illuminating, and closing to 300 yards, the steel hull then answared Lhe
challenge correctly by loud hailer. The contact then turned out to be the sutwampin. ' .
USS PERCH, which had surfaced on Lhe water, -

L. Other coumpantal Ancther case :f a near catastrophe: PT WRLCOME fired upon by| |
shore artillary. Artiliary suspscted to ba friendly as PT WELCOME wam at least ’ ‘
three miles from shors. Estimated 6-10 rounds sighted in a ladder pattern,

Lack of liakson in thesa matters will lead to an eventual disaster. Too many il ' i
near misses have already occured. i ;

4

((.%/’)1517 C7) |
— L

| &
=
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. Commanding Officer
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD USCGC Pt. Caution

Box 68, X3a
i FPO San Francisco 96695

5000 j
12 Auguat 1966 ;

@ TREASURY DEPARTMENT Addlesss roply to:

, From: Commanding Officer, USCGC Pt. Caution
To 1+ CT# 115.1

Subj: Summery of Events, 1l August 1966
Ref 1{&) Your msg 1108117 of aug 66

1. The rolioving is taken froa ship's log, radio log and statements
of boat's personnel.

2+ 0350 Intercepted call from Ft. Welcome on S-3 to CTR 115.11"Article
this is Article India, am under fire from Vietnememes airdraft. Article
India thias is Article, Roger out,"” This unit cslled Article Indis:

"Do you require sssistance?"

"This is India, affiraative, I have taksn hits, reguest assistance.”
Set course 310T at meaximum epeed. Informed CT#FL15.1 intend proceed
and assist.

0335 Attempted to contact Pt. Welcome on sll frequencies, negativae
results. Attempted to contact aircraft on 243.0 Mce, negative results.
Observed continuous aircraft illumination in area vhere Pt. Welcome
believed to bae.
Q4ks Sighted Pt Welcome dead in the water at position TD 343 709.
Sighted survivors in the water snd olosed to aasist. Called Carser 7
Tequesting madevac as soon as possible,
Q435Conpleted taking five(5) Pt Welcome survivors from the water.
Coastal Group 11(XA} unite in area tcok seven(7) persons from the P -
water, wam informed ¥y survivors that Pt Welcome Commanding Officer 1
atill aboard his unit and believsd dead. Commenced giving Mirast ald i
t¢ aurvivors, . I
0500 Lowered small boat with three(3) men to go aboard Pt Welcome |
— and inveetigate.

02U5 Small boet alongside Pt Welcome; inveatigation revealed small

fire in lasarette, not taking on vater, engines and #2 generator

running and intact, no apparent damsge. Directed Pt Orient to send

SITREFS as® neceasary. !

0310 Pt Orimnt on scene, directed P% Orient to g0 alongside Pt Weloome

to assist and tow if necessary,

0515 Report from Pt Welcome that fire was out, both main engines and

2 generator in normal operation, No flooding aboard. Conmanding

0fficer of Pt Welcome found dead -on bridge.

U217 Pt Lomas on scene, standing by to assist. Directed him to asasist B

with communications. HC-130 1lluminated until daylight, ; e

Keep Freedom in Your Future Witk U.S. Savings Bonds

p
Py S
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USCGC Pt Caution 500U 1tr of 12 Aug 66

0545 Transferred wounded to XA unit for medevac at XA,

0600 XA unit departed with wounded.

0602 Partial erew of Pt Orient abourd Pt Welcome, transferred uninjured
— survivoras to Pt Welcome.

U605 Ft Welcome underwny own power for bansnm, Pt Orient snacorting.

Sanll boat alongside Fi Caution,

VHLD Sent my msg O 101h00Z4 SITREF To CTF '15.%. DTG in error, nshould

read O L0Z2007.

ublz PCF 1% nrrived on scens, }
00LS Uss Haverfield on acene., Directed L6 unibk pick up M1 [rem .

Naverfield for tranaler to XA.

UEH7 045 Haverfield departed scene,

U7l Ft Lomas and FCF 1Y% deparied scene.

y720 Comnenzed retrisving Pt selcomns anrvivai gear (rom water,

074U Completed retrieving Ft Welcome survival gemr, Regumad patrol,

Vo

¢ ; . ‘
X’.J ¢ . s .
J. . BOYCE

LG, Uysts
Coemanding Officer . -
USCGC Point Caution(WPD-BZ301) LR

—
i
i
— ;
.'ﬂ : i [
- T )
b P o . . gk 5
S hY i ‘i oy ; D C}f g b4 4
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Exflibit 9

y

i}

L
et

I

Teobond oy viesed nrd neta ) e content of the following dorumente:

P CA X (‘ CA042%% AFRLL 1965, Mules of Engagement SEASIA {U),

o s QP co /0703237 JULE 1966, Rolling Timnder 51, 3OS Execute {(U).

. CLIULAT [0} CBOV30Z JUTY 1366, Rolling Tiunder 51, CINGPAC Executs (U),

4. JAR (ﬂ Ciomy 10«16, 21 JANM 66, Relling Thurder Paaic Operations
Coier (L), ifw CREngiy B F R sy,

5. YA o o 137=66, 10 JUN §6, Barrell Roll/Steel Tiger (U).

te  AUSLD (‘) 230TALS A.l-'t}l).‘h" 1966, Rules for DMZ (U),

Y. EAR ') TTBES/TACC-TI! 03124 JULY 1966, Rolling Thunder/Tally Ho

Cuwral lustruestons (),

4. AR mzuro/mcc-m 22512 AUG 66, Tally HO Freg Order 22 for

A% 510-33 Execution 10 Aug 66,

These Jdocurents contaired the following peraphrased informetion:

1, Defired lwetile vessels amnd rules for engagement, including reatrictions,

2. Authorized engnzemuni of npecific type vessels in defined areas.,

Fo Llidind suthorization for engaging only attsck,$ype vesssls, This
riegsrge pasoed for ncbion by COMUBHAOY,

4+ Contedined rules for engasement ma authoriged by 3 above..

5+ Lsteblizhed and vefioed armed recce areas within Route Packsge 1.

6. Yrovided new guidence for operations/vestrictlions in and near the DME

T. Contained senerel guidance for operwtione in Tally He area, includ-
ing biid,

A, Uaily Frag Crder nuthorizing mrmed reccs ‘:t’ designating C-130 flare

siip alrcruft commandor as mission comuiander.

B e e e SRS
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KIMERVEL | [ NICATION CENTER n
JOINT MESSAGEFORM “
BECURITY CLASSIFICATION " G _E_ RTIFIED TRUE - gopy
_’IODK“ULTI BINGLK
TYPL M99
—
FRECKDENCE
ACTION
INFO Im‘"lln pTQ
mom TAF TSH RYN SPECIAL INETRUCTIONS
T DEP OGMDR, 7AF UDORN THAIL CYS Toh
2 = DIO
0G III MAF DNG AB RVY Z-MGC-_'HI
CG FIAW DNG AR RVN 1l = TACCSCO
1 - DOQC-OR
35 TIW DNG AB RVN 1 - DOCO-OP
12 T¥¥ CRB RYN 1 - DOCC-B
: 633 CSGP PXJ AB RVN 1- m'y;"j‘
MA3 11 DUG AB RYN 1 = DALCe
MAG 12 CHU 1AL AB RV 1 - AB00O : o
I DASC DHG AB RVN : SRS
620 TOS DNG AB AVY '
DER 3, 621 TS UBOW THAL
DBT 1,7 620 TCS DONG BA AVN
621 TOS UDORN THAI
DET 5, 621 TCH NAKEON FHANOL THAT ‘
PROJECT TIGER HOUND DRAWER 16 DMG AR RVN ;
PROJECT TIGER HOUND 1 ACS PEU AB RVY ;
366 TFW PHAN RANG AP RVN ;
. 8 TPW UBON THAI i
634 TUOC RAKHON PHANOM THAI Lo
- INPO:  COMUSMACY o
OGMBEVENFLY T B
PACAP l ’
13mc CLARK AR F 34 MONTH YEAR 3
PASE NO. ::, ..: !
1 :
o| TYPED MaME amD TivLa FHONK r| manaTURR L |
. !
g
*| 1.B. JACK DONALDBON, COLOVEE, USAF .| ®/ I.B. Jack Donaldson
T TALLY HO TASK COMLALTDER : TYPES (# temped) NAME AND TITLE
. ] EDWARD A, ICGOUGH,.ITI, COL, USAP
"i DCS PLASS AND OPERATIONS
SE RESNABING INSTRUCTIONS
DD . faoo\"'Mu l 73 MEPLACES nnM MAY BN UBeD, AL LU FIT T RIS AT

EFE LN
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480 TFS DNG ABR RYN .

390 TPY DNG AB RYH

314 ICW CHING CHUAN KAMG AB TATWAN
~ 14 ACW NHA TRANG AB RYN

20 TASE DG AB RVH

630 TEFW UBCK THAI

U 0024 e |
3UBTs . ROLLING THUNDER/TALLY HO (RT/¥H) GENERAL INSTRUOTIONS
REF A, 7AP OPCRD 453-67 (ALY 1), 7 Jd L6 ]
TER B. JAF ofoAD 100-0t (Rowna THONER) 21 Jaw ol ’
EEF C. TAP OPOBD 433-66=13-/o%07, i Juw b
RIP D. 7AR OPORD 439-66 (SKY SEOT), /& Ara i
LEG IIi IV PARTI: :
PART 1: THE POLLOWING GENERAL INSTRUGTIONS APPLY 10 ALL AIR

CPERATIONS BLING CORDUCTED IN SOUTH SECTOR RPT (TALLY HO), mimgR

DISIRSCTIONS ARE EFFECTIVE UPON RECBIP? AND RELAIN IN EFFECT UNTIL

FUMNIR NOTICE. SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS, AS AFPLY 170 A DAILY OPSRALIONS,

HILo WS CONTAL'ED IN FRAG ORDER AND TAKE PRECEDENGE OVER T:ESE GENERAL

I8 "2UCLIONS .

A. AIRCREWS WILL BE THOROUGHLY FAMIIAR WITH THE RULES OF ENCAGTIMERT

I
- A3 OUILLAD IN RER A AUD B AND CHAMGES THENETO, PARMIOULARLY AS THEY :
APPLY 10 THE IUZ. ORDNANGE WILL BE EXPBNDED 7ITHIN THE PROVISIONS OF TIESE OPORDE. L
Moximity o !
B. WME ALCC WILL BS IN,1OT A MINIMM OF 30 MINUTES PRIOR 10 :
Y 2 of (p PER
—

#
.,
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o
FIIST TO? CF STRILE ACPI TC PERFORM WATHER RECOOMIALZSALGE, SUOJLD
- VEATVER FRICIUDE POSSIBILITY OF STK I TALLY HO OR TIGGR HOWID, ANCCC
YILL FROIPITY ADVLSE TACC-CP (BATON ROWIE) OR ‘TACO-III OPERATIONS (sm00PY).
o PACTS WTBI BEQUIRND, ARS PROVIDED LY TAIIY HO TASL PORCE, GALL
SICH (HGUID DOG). TIEY WILL KEEP STK ACIPT ADVISED OF AV/FLAX IN TIEIR
TGT AREA All) WILL PERFORM A DANAGE ASBLSBLENT AT COICLUSION CF S1K.,
DAUAGE ASSESSMENT WILL DE GIVEN TO STK ACFT AS SisCIFIC AS FOSIILLE 1 ,
(I.B., 4 DIDGS DESTRCYED) ON I CASE OP sﬁu&uxoﬁ, 10 A YENCEIRAGE ! >
FICURE TOR ARuA COVRAGE ALD E:ﬂrwcnmﬂﬁb. T5/100 TOTD MEAT 757 of
IGL COVERED WITIl ORPIANCE AND 10074 OF 70U DAGTRCNS).,
D HOUD DOG ACFT MOT REQUIRED TC PuRFORM FAC ROSYOFSIBILITIES WIIL
EE SCIEDULED DY TALLY HO TASK mnonmgggt‘;cw VISUAL RECCE. ALE ACPT,wHEN fE¢'D
To  PROVIDE EXCCRT/PIRE SUPPRESSION, cmM ¥y CO'DUCT VISUAL RECCE
WEILE OTHER ACPY IS FilRFORMLIG Z3CCRY DUFIES, ALL vAC AWD VISUAL DLOGE
ACPT WILL AVOID HMAVY DETEWSE ARRAS AND WILIL NATLATI RADIO GONTACT WIpH
ALCCC.  WEN ABCCC IS §i0T AIRDORIE, LOUVDOG AG™ JILL NOT PLY SINILT Aim ‘
WILL TAINTALY VISUAL OR RADIO CONTACT WIBH O ACKT. - %
E. 7L VNAP VILL PROVIDE APEIOLLUATELY 12 COALTS DATLY VINMCIT AW
ARZA ENCOUPASSING A UJUARS FROM AD360720, 19 . ILOVATLRS HOR®: A7) 17

PILGLSOORS EASD.  ATL ALGUREWS WILL G208y GACRLCH IH O IOLLIOY.

F. AIRPORNME COIRATD DPOSL AND FAC'S ATE AYD, ORIZEL 70 DIVERY SiE
TC TOTS OF OXPORTUNITY WINHIW EXISUOMI RILLS 0 WRACELEND,  PACYS WO bR
PEEPATED TO DIVER'-L‘ STX ACFD TO ALLERUATE TGS IE I DASC WG PALLY i,
TIZIN NOUID STK ARBA$ARE QOL3CULED.

Ig 3 o2 (l o
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G. IF FAC CONTROLLED STE ACET ARE UNADIZ TO OUITTACT TAC, OHDUAYICE
WILL BE EXPENIED Ol TGT AREA WEHN IDEWTIFIED., IF UIAPLE TO STK ASSIGNED
16T, FLIGHT WILL CONDUCT ARMED RECOR IN TALLY HO ALOHG LOC,

H. BB REIEASE SEQUEHCE IS 20 BEMALN AT TIE FLT IEADERS
OFTION, HIS JUDGELIENT OF TGT SIZE, DEFEFSES, AID WEATIER STATUS “UIDR
HIM IN DETERMING WHETHER TO USE SINGLE, DUAL OR RIFPLY RELEASE OPTIONT,

=W U5

SE STK PORCES AGAINST IGT DEFENSE POR SUCCESS OF TE [I7S5I0r AMD
PROTECTION OF FAC.

I. STRIKE- A:D SUFPORT ACPT WILL LAUHCH AS PRAGUE) UNLESS OAUCELLED
BY TACG. CO'MANDERS WILL ADJUST TAKE OFFS 70 LGS GOCD TINE OF TGT.

Jo MAG 11 HAS AUTHORITY TO INTRRORANGE F4B AND POE TYFE AQFT 70
MEET OFERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS.

K. FLIGHTS WILL CONTACT WATERBOT PRICR TO CROSSING 16/30 NORTH LAT
AND REQUEST FLIGHT FOLLOWING., FLIGHTS WILL BSTABLISH CONTACT® WITH
AIRBORNE COMMAND POSE (ABCCC), CALL SIQN, KILISBORO COHNTROL, AS
SOON AS PEASIBLE, IF UNABLE TO CONTACT HILLSBORO, FLIGHT LEADERS
MAY GO DIRECT TO STE PREQUENCY WITHIN PIVE MINUTES OF TOT POR CONTACT
WITH VISUAL RECCE/FAC ACPT IN ARBA, PR STRIKE OR n:vm'ﬁmmmmu,

OR RE-ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH WATERBOY FOH POSITIGNING.

L. SIGITING OF FLEETING 70TS BY ANY AIRCREW WILL BT REPORTED DY
POSITION/TIME TO ABCCC OR TACE IMMEDIATRLY 90 GET STK ONTO THE TGT.

IF VEHICLES ARE MENTIONED IN m"’.imonm, STATE AISO THE ACTION TAKGLH
I0 SEOURE AIR B8TK. SIGNIFICANT SIGHTING BY STK AIRCREWS WILL RE
INCLUDED IN THEIR MISSION REPORT.

M. MISSION RRPORTS WILL BE SUEMITTED 0 TAP DOCO-OR AND TAP TACC-TH

TSN BVN (7AP TACC.TH TO BE SEPARATE ADDARSSEE ZLEMRNT) BY IMMEDIATE

Pg4ufflpsﬂ

-
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OFRBP~4 WITH MOST DIREGT COMMUNICATIONS CIRGUIT AVAILABIE IAW NORMAL

POST MISSION REPORT PROCEDURES. THIS APPLIES T0 ALL MISSIONS. KISSIONS

¥ILL 2E REPORTED AS RT/TH WITH MISSION DESIGNATOR SHOWN FOR RACH FLT, _

IF MORE THAN ONE AREA IN TGT COMPIEX, REQUEST OPREP.4 GIVE PARTICULAR e

STK AREA. IMPORTANT: ADD IN REMARKS “PHIS IS A TALLY HO STRIXE",

FART II. A. HIGH? OPERATIONS IN TALLY HO IS CONTAINED IN PART II OF THE

DAILY FRAG ORDER, THE PRIMARY OBJEOTIVE WILL BE TO SEARCH OUT AND

DESTROY TGTS OF OPPORTUNITY (VEUICLES). ALTERNATE OBJECTIVES WILL BE 70

DENY THE ENEMY ACCESS TO THE ROUTE BY CONTINUED SURVEILLANCE AND ,

0 INTRERDICT LOC'S. .
B. ABCCC WILL MOT BE AIKBORNE, CONTACT C130 FIARE AOPT, BLIND au\

OR 'LAMFLIGTER" POR STRIKE AND COMMUNICATIONS ASSISTANCE.,

C. NORMAL QUADRANGLE ALTITUDE SEPARATION WILL BE PLOYN WHAN APPROACHING
OR DRPARTING TGT AREA.

D. SBARCH FOR TGT8 OF OPRORTUNITY SHOULD BE MADE VHENBVER POSHIRLE
WITHOUT USE OF PLARNS,

E. SEHSOR ACFT, CALL SIGH (SPUD) ARR FRAGGED IH SUFPORT OF NIGHT
OFERATIONS. THBSE ACF? WILL RSTABLISH A MUPUALLY SUPPORTIIG SEARCH PAMPERN
WITH FRAGGED STE ACFT. OONTACTS ¥WILL PE RRIAYED TO $IGHTERS TO

o INDICATE NUMBER OF CONTACTS, POBITION AND DIRECTION OF MOVEMENT.

¥. SPUD AGFT WILL RELAY INFORKATION OF MOVING TGTS DIRECTLY TO NIGHT
STE ACFT OF STATION. PREQ P/338.8, 3/251'.9, /330,1.

G. DURING NIGH? OPBRATIONZ A wzssyon coumﬁnmun BAT, SEE TIGER
HOUND FRAG POR aoumpr OPERATIONS) WILL DR POSITIONED IN THE FOXTROD
AREA OF STEEL TIGER (SOURH). SIOHPING OF LUCEATIVE To1s*™" 38 RErATED = :
TO TACC VIA BLIND BAT (OR LAMPLIGHTER) POR FURY LOLTAPION, . .z

e S Tl L et L g

PsScxf(‘ pge

RN
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[Exhibit 10 6 0f 6 o feeses wmem i e oachu HEHIND THE -
MISSICH DESIGNATOR (I.E. RT/TH N/E), »

PART III. A. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: MARITIME OPERATIONS, RECOGNITION
PROCEDURES. CHALLENGE AIR T0 SURPACE: DAY - APPROACH CRAFT ROCKING vINs,
NIGHT - ACFT ROTATIRG HEACON/ANTI-GCOLLISION LIOHT ON, REFLY SURFACE TO
AIR: DAY - DISPLAY ORANGE TRIANGLE ON DXRWARD DBCX, NIGHT - TLLUMINATE
GREEN LIGHT STRIPS OR ROPATING RED MRACON, RMEAGENCY REPLIES SURFACE
TO AIR: DAY = HAND HELD ORABGE SMOKE FLARE, NIGHT .. HAND HELD MK-13
RED BURNING FLARE. AIRCRAPT REACTION: DAY - DISCONTINUE INVESTIGATION
FIGHT ~ FLASH NAVIGATION LIGHPS, DISCONTINUE INVESTIGATLOMS.
FRIENDLY SURPACE VESSELS GUARD 268,7 AND 243,0 UNF.
PART IV: COMMUNICATIONS:
A, AIRBORMR COMMAND PC8T (ABOCO)
B/338.1, 8/271.0, 1/336.8
B, FAG/MTAIKE
P/338.8, 8/257.9, £/360.8
C. CRICKRT (NORTH STNRL TIOER)
P/335.T, B/343.5
D. RESCAP
364,2
B. GCI COMMON 278.4
PANAMA P/367.8, 8/376.9
PEACOCK P/256.3, 8/345.0
PYRAMID 2/537.3, B/372.0
WATRRBOY P/269.6, 8/375.7
LION B/234.3, 5/259.1
ERIGHAM F/233,2, 8/294,%
INVERT P/265.5, 8/289.3
Pe60f & s

CERTINIED ; s
J t(_/c(u/mjf-;#;)

RICHARD B, PETERSON, LtCcl, USAF
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( Exhibit 11 - B
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. ATTLIOMN ROUTINF, N
—F — IA0300K - \;\
FROM1 GTP 118 - .
TOt  COMRYRWPHPLY C -
00 III WP i , :
CC 2D AIR DIVIAROW IR

L)

RECU3NITION AND COMMUNICATION WITH MARKEY TDNE Ponems (%)

A, MT 161034Z NHOV NOTAL :
B. . CONUSNACY OJOMOZ 1P WOTAL b
. SEVENTIFLT ™ 93 MomAs, | :
1. THE PURPCHE OF TILS MEC IS TO WPEATE INPO IN APTEATNOED

AND PROMUICATE PREQURMCY CHANTES . '

2. THE FOLLOVING INFORMATIONS COMCIMRNING MABXNY TEWE USH )
AND VIETNAMPOE NAVAL FORCTE (YAN) IS TO PROVIIS ASSISTANOR
IN RECOGNITION GF AND COMMENICATION WITH TYNSE POROES.

MARKET TIME FCRCES OPFRATE OFF TR CORST OP AVN FRON TR
17TH PARALLEL TO THE CAMRODIAN BORBER AND OUYT 10 A

DISTANCE O ABCUT A0 NILES FRON THE GOAST) WM, TIR
MJCRITY OF THE UNITS OFFRATE WATNIN 32 NILES OF M OOASYT,

—§9wVe /et o

E* T 1 R
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Exhibit 12 " ‘

* % % % EXTRACT CODY % % % % % Copred mw 26 Aug bl
I EDIALR/ IIEDIATE " oY5 0
FRON: 7P 'SL RVE M 5 pro

R 1 - TAGC.TH
315 BOY ULON TUAIL L - ™aAnrm_oFp
1 - Dono-n
NG, ATGE 1 . DOO-cP
1 - pOCC.n
1 - Dorg
S , , 1 - 3 ARGS
SOTRET/LIIDIS . 985 . .
SUTRET/LTIDIS/Z1EP AIACC-66-3 ) ATG 66 T

URT: (u\'mu,u It> PIAG OFDER 22 FOR ™R £10 33,
EXECUTION 10 AYC 645. 3% *1' XTIT PARTS.

REP A, (8) TAF/OPORD 4%v.c7, TALLY MO 17 JUL 66,
REF B. (T8} 7AP/COMMD 100-¢€ (ROLLING TIUUDIR) 21 JAN 66,
REP C. (TS) RT 51 SUP. IR 136 PCR 10 AUZ 66,

RE? D. (T3) TAR/OPOID +IT..66 T3.17439, 10 JUM 66.
RLT E. (3} TAR/CPORD 42S-7( !SKYS877) 14 ATR 66,
REF F. {(3) TAF/MACC-TT 00124 4EIMRAL IVSTRUCTICNS.
REF G. (S) 7AF/PACC-TH 0.276 TATIY 1O CUIGESTION,
PART 1. STTUATION REF A,

PART II MISSIONT:

- m M e m m m m W 8w w em o= - -

L. RI/TH-IT: CONDUCT NMIG.IT ARLiaD RECUE/MBARCH ISHS AT.OMG LOC.

PART ITI. RAETUTICN:

. T T e L . I ™

B. UIGIL FORCES (AL TT'HI 2UL)

- e m - - - - - . - e - - .

8/ I. .. Jack Donalmon, fol
I. B. JACK DOIIALSON, COLONEL, UJAY EUWuD AL ticCOMT, III, COL, USAR
TALIY PO TASF PWICE NOMDATIDER hﬁ;‘. T3 A OENATT IS

IACE 1 v¥ 3 TAGE3 : ‘ I Luff=00196

.
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